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TIBBETT TRAPEZE ACT 
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All Film Cos. May Suffer Because 
Of Hearst’s Peeve at Welles ‘Kane’ 


TIME 1a 
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Hear Lucky Strike Negotiates For 
Advertising on Coin Machine Films 


WB’s Star Quints 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 








It was reported 
manufacturing 


in the cigaret 
industry last week 
that Globe Productions, the jukebox 
| film producing ce any ade 

Warners handed bouquets to five; _ age a si ee meee by 
| players, upping them to star rating | James Roosevelt, and the American 
/on the Burbank lot. | Tobacco Co., were discussing an 
New sparklers are Eddie Albert, | elaborate advertising tieup in behalf 











| Brenda Marshall, Dennis Morgan,|. xg 

| Ronald Reagan and James Stephen- | of Lucky Strike. he deal, as re- 

~ ported, would make the ATC the 
| underwriter of a _ series of slot- 

| machine short subjects with the 
clips being spotted by the Mills 
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Hollywood, Jan. 14. | RKO 5 Holme Kni hted 
Steady bombardment from. the g |'Comeback Baritone Tackles | 
heaviest editorial artillery in the , f | 
Hearst press is faced by the entire Randle F. Holme, chairman of Grueling Otello This | 
film ind stry as a result of the fury RKO's British company, has been | Saturday as Each Per-| 
into which William Randolph Hearst | conferred a knighthood by the King |} 
has been thrown by the revelation | of England for distinguished service formance of Season Is a 
that the story of ‘Citizen Kane,’ |to the crown. Private Melodrama By It- | 
Orson Welles first film, bears Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief, self 
similarity to the life of the pub- received notification in N. Y. 
lisher. bes tala cea oan 
Not only has Hearst forbidden any 
mention of the distributor, RKO, or $500,000 TO REST 
its product in any of hisepapers, but 


the studio publicity department has 
been tipped off that the Hearst pa- j 
pers will keep up a_ continuous 
shellfire against the entire industry. 
Threat is to put heavy emphasis on 
widescale employment of foreigners 


in picture production to the exclu- | 


gion of idle Americans. Pot-shots are 


also threatened against all cen-| 
sorious situations or material in 
films. 

Hearst, in addition, is going 
ahead with his threatened suit for 
an injunction to restrain RKO from 
releasing ‘Kane,’ according to word 
received by studio officials from 
Louella O. Parsons, motion picture 
editor of the Hearst newspapers 
Gower street execs declared that wa 
the ultimatum, following a direct 
question as to the publisher’s inten- 


ions. 
Hearst’s objection to the release of 
*Citizen Kane’ is said to be based on 
(Continued on page 55) 


100 Newsreeimen to Use 
90,000 Feet Covering 


Roosevelt’s Inaugural 


emesmnageeen 
New f re preparing the st 
elabora covera eve give 
Pp eside »] 19 surat when Pres- 
ident R evelt A lor a 
third term tl ynth Wa u 
ton 
Ea new eel will have 10 
cameramen, five or more sou 
ar | tect in Vv ith tne five 
represented by nearly 100 men at 


Approximately — 50,- 
000 feet of film will be photographed 
on the event. 


inauguration. 





vrence Tibbett has successfully 
somewhat cautiously gotten 
pian. h his ‘comeback’ performances 
| both on the radio and at the Metro- 
| politan Opera but he is still taking 
great artistic risks, notably in pro- 
posing to sing this Saturday matinee 
(18) the grueling baritone part of 
‘Otello.’ The result of the insistence 
of this dynamic singer that he go 
(Continued on page 55) 
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AR TO EUROPE :: 
VITAL NOW 


Despite the recent publicity con- 
cerning short-wave radio propaganda 


from the United States to South 

America, the real importance of| ‘d. J? ‘L at 

Yankee transmissions at this moment S ove alse 

in history are the news programs in| 

French, German and Italian beamed | 

at Europe News from the U. S., | N Sh hert 

and especially news of preparations or ew ul 

over here to spoil the dictators’ push- | 

over campaign, has enormous value °,@ 

oo Attack on Critics 
President Roosevelt’s inaugural 


speech will be 


NV shortwaved by 
iry¥ French, Ge 


rman and Italian, 


| 
NBC | 
| 


leav - 


ing General Electric in Schenectady ; 
: ‘ ; . Quickest operetta flop of the sea- 
to beam the English delivery itself, ae 5 me ene 
; . aa son was ‘Night of Love,’ which 
to the British Isles. In Great Britain |“, yped at the Hudson, N. Y., Satur 
stopped at the Hudson, N. , Satur- 

1e BBC will pick-up and longwave , 

: Pp d —- ote 1 longw: day (11) after seven performances 
ones residents address. It was a Shubert production, but J. 
, se Of the show 


J. wa 


Joe College Goes Gaucho to montns to such mediocre attend. 


entirely in cha 
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NOT ENOUGH VILLAINS 





~ A Billion Dollars In Advertising 


FOR RADIO PROGRAM 


12 REASONS WHY 
NITERY BIZ 
ISNG | 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 


Si Kaliner, one of the quintet of 
| brothers who operate the Club ars 





and Little Rathskeller, is wonderin: 
why he’s in the night club biz. It’ 
always tough, if you listen to hin 
Says Kaliner: ‘January is a bad 
month because it’s after New Year's 


and Christmas and people are broke 
‘February most of the best 
ers go to Florida—and besi 


spend- 
des it only 


has 28 days 
‘March is bad because it takes in 
Lent 
‘April is worse because people are 
(Continued on page 54) 


Friml’s Chinese Operetta 


Manufacturing Co., which is turning 
out the film-playing contrivances and 


| is allied with the Roosevelt organi- 


zation, 

Approach by Roosevelt’s associates 
on the project, it was said, had been 
made through the Los Angeles of- 
fice Lord & Thomas, agency on 
the Lucky Strike account. L. & T.’s 
New York office stated Monday (13) 


of 
UL 


| that it knew nothing about the juke- 


box approach. 


it was also 


In the cig industry 
rumored that American 
Tobacco proposed to devote a large 
portion of its 1941 advertising ex- 


(Continued on page 


NBC Couldn’t Agree 
On ‘Lift,’ So Calls Foul 
On Eddie Cantor’s Ditty 


52) 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Current epidemic of ‘it sounds 
like,’ touched off by the music fight, 
last week had NBC, east and west, 
far apart as Kipling’s mileage. 


run 
hypoed 


by the net’s music 
by Eddie Can- 


’ 
Temperature 
cleare! 





10 very innocently contrived 
Hollywood, Jar 14 ; yf hi own to dedicate to 
Ru Frim! back f H ae Bur i] j Gra e Allen 
I the ¢ pleted ) rf ak a guest call on the 
} t Chinese operetta. He's ta H ¢ yrogran 
ged it ‘Sing Song Girl.’ W r home monitor heard 
He ¢ ect » get busy soon o1 f t hey hook their heads 
he book with a collaborator. ( nued on page 54 
— 
Pop Music Down 1% on Webs 
Use of popular music on NBC and Columbia has fallen off between 
25°) and 30% since the networks’ 
Composers, Authors and Publishe: 
the webs’ broadcasts have been reduced 


Insight to the shift in music 
the Accurate Reporting Service for 
(before the break) and last Friday 
music industry’s plug checker for 
Broadcast Music, Inc. Friday nig! 


break wit 


uses 
by an analysis of the tabulated plugs 


h the American Society of 
number of tunes used on 
by between and 45%. 
on the two networks is provided 
aS contained in the checkups by 


The 


354 0 


a Beige 4 night in early December 
night (10). The ARS has been the 
years and is now subscribed to by 
it happens to be the No. 1 musie 




















| Youngstown, O., Jan. 14. 
ants — | A scheduled broadcast of traffic 
‘court proceedings over WFEMJ 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. | Youngstown, O., from municipal 
Radio advertising will jump 17% in dollar totals during 1941 as com- | court recently (Jan. 6), had to be 
Pared to a 2% increase for newspapers, ‘according to figures quoted by! cancel] = because of a shortage of 
Don E. Gilman, NBC v. p. in charge of the Western Division, in an address | charact 
before the Frisco Ad Club. | After station engineers and court 
‘Estimates furnished by the NBC Research Division reveal that ex- | offiejals spent the eariy hours of the 
Penditures for advertising (with direct mail) will approximate one morning preparing for the broad- 
billion dollars,’ Gilman said. ‘This is distributed as follows: cast, which would have been the 
‘Newspapers, $535,000,000 up 2%. | first in local traffic enforcement his- 
‘Radio, $200,000,000, up 17% |tory, it was discovered that police 
“Magazines, $165,000,000, up 10%. | had arrested but one violator ove! 
‘Outdoor, $51,000,000, up 2%. the weekend. The broadcast will be 
‘Farm papers, $16,000,000, down 67%.’ attempted come future Mor 


night in network radio and as such the reports of the two re: spective 
dates should serve as a sound index to prevailing conditions musically. 
The performances referred to below are from 5 p. m. to transmitter 
closing time on WJZ, WEAF and WABC. New York. 

Following is what the analysis of the two reports showed: 


No. Tunes Total Performances 
Date Played Performances Per Tune 
Dec. 4 rt ee eee a 115 14] 1.2 
Sper ares ; TertrrT eS 68 104 


15 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





Maude Fealy Staging 


School Shows on Coast 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 


- _ oa Ven Ire. Seen Board of Education named Maude 
Fealy, veteran legit actress, to pre- 
WMGE cc eweaccwe Pana et ee cs dae aaa etala ace cia Southern | sent a program of historic events 
0 OE eS cov dinnuvakes 4005s ieee oeeseeeeerenes eran’ ...-BMI | depicting famous American women. 
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Sq Se RE ae S-B |} Among them are Betsy Ross, Mollie 
*Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine Way’)... ..ccceseee: Miller | Pitcher, Mary Ball Washington, 
DPN NNe UTED 5 ca vcwndee takes skesscbews ven ee | Dolly Madison and Barbara Frietchie. 
ee Pe oa sikh oes cdese eves ssed bans icbinaban es ee Show is being presented in schools, 
Last Time I Saw Paris ....... b iaiciaie O Sa elas ieeeecens ae ceeeees | with patriotic music and community 
®Aliong the Santa Fe Trail (Santa Fe Trail’). .cccccccesceccees Harms | singing. 
7 ae COU BE WON i054 64666-4600 0se0 eu 0% err See —__- ---- 
PO p46 ce cae tated bebe Ga a sede. e Sw eae we ee rere 
ME ET TUE. VOU. 566 ck esr deee ss esenccdwes ererrrrerrer ee FREDRIC MARCH STILL 
Re eS POPC nn 6555.0 0040 08 08 e658 00805 (cbewehvawhsn cau 
Trade Winds ........ SR eens ik G gipitianes eer Tree SEEKS A GOOD PLAY 
er Oe Me CO oe aha ksass cee ease une soaboneeesase cout 
*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River'’).......cccsccesecesse cantly a 
. Fredric March, in the east in an 
* Filmusical. 





| attempt to find a stage play for his 





-_———__-- -- - ---__ —— 





Quent Reynolds, Set for P.A.on B way, 
Says Eng. Sorely Needs 100% U.S. Aid 





wife Florence Eldridge and himself, 
is currently vacationing in Canada 
for the winter sports. Due back in 


if unable to do so within a month or 
so, will return to the Coast for film 
work. 

In that case the couple intend to 





Quentin Reynolds, war correspon- 


dent for Collier’s mag, who returned 
from London last week, will do a 
two-week personal appearance stint 
at the Strand, N. Y., starting Jan. 
24. On the screen at the same time 
will be the second British propa- 
ganda short, ‘Christmas Under Fire,’ 
in which the commentary is written 
and spoken by Reynolds. 


Writer will do an eight-minute 
bit. Exactly what it will be is un- 
decided yet, but it probably will in- 
clude some of the anecdota from 
Reynold’s new book, ‘The Wounded 
Don’t Cry,’ which hit the stalls this 
week. Volume was written in Lon- 
don in eight days in November. 
Reynolds has written another one 
since, ‘Londoner's Diary,’ compiled 
on the boat coming from Lisbon to 
this country. It will be published in 
a month or so. 


Following the date at the Strand 
Reynolds will leave for Hollywood 
He has a couple of offers from 
studios, but isn’t much interested as 
he’s determined te return to London 
within two months. He's going to 
the Coast principally to visit friends. 
He also has a number of lecture 
dates to fill during his stay in the 
U.S. It’s unlikely that he will take 
any theatre engagements except the 
Strand. 

Cracked Up by a Chair 

Upon Reynolds’ arrival in the U‘S. 
last week, he disclosed for the first 
time that he was a war casualty 
two broken ribs. He was working 
near the window in his apartment in 
Lansdowne House when a bomb put 

(Continued on page 30) 


NEW BLOOD POURS INTO 
20TH; ADD 16 PLAYERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


20th-Fox added 16 names to 
Plager contract list, nine males a 
seven femmes, mak ng the roster the 
largest in three years. 

New male contractees are John 
Loder, Sheldon Leonard, George 
Reeves, Robert Cornell, Richard 
Derr, Herbert Gunn, Basil Walker 
and Robert Weldon. Femmes are 
Carol Landis, Betty Avery, Lillian 
Eggers, Bunny Hartley, Roseanne 


Murray, Marion Rosamond and Mary 
Joyce Welsh 


Patron Trips, Then Wants 
To Trap Chico for 156 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Chico Marx is being sued for $15.- 
300 by a theatre patron who stum- 
bled over his outstretched legs and 
took a header into the aisle, 
Picture being viewed at the time ! 
was Marx Brothers ‘Go West.’ 


Sr. Tone’s Endowment 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., Jan. 14. 

Niagara Falls Memorial Hospital 
reports establishment of a $24,000 
laboratory endowment by Frank J. | 
Tone, president of the Carborundum 
Co. and father of Franchot Tone, 
stage and screen actor. Charles Hol- 
land Morits, aluminum company ex- 
ecutive, had peviously contributed 
equipment and funds for remodeling | 
a building for the X-ray department 

The endowment will be known as 
the Tone Memorial Hospital Labora 
tory 


+ . come back east 


in the fall for an- 
| other try at getting a play, as they're 
definitely determined to divide their 
time between pictures and legit in 
future. March guested on the Kate 


M-G Signs Rise Stevens; 
27-Yr.-Old Met Op Singer 


Rise Stevens, 27-year-old mezzo- | Smith program last Friday night 
soprano of the Metropolitan Opera | (10) in a briefie from his current 
é ; naacein | Paramount film, ‘Victory.’ He's set 
Co., has been signed to a five-year | for a Bundles for Britain broadcast | 


term contract by Metro, with a total in a couple of weeks, doing a script | 


‘written for the occasion by Robert E. 
Sherwood. 


Lamb’s Gambol Net 
Seen Around $10,000 


While the final accounting of the 
Lambs Gambol held at the Waldorf- 


salary for the period to approximate 
$500,000 for 10 pictures. The singer’s 
first is reported to be.an untitled | 
story in which she will appear op- 
posite Nelson Eddy. 

Metro is said to have engaged her | 
during the recent season of the San | 
Francisco Opera Co. She is the first | 
important Met opera personality to 
be signed by a major film studio | 








New York in about a week. Hasn’t | 
yet found a suitable legit script and | 


—————_» 
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+THE BERLE-ING POINT 
t By Milton Berle 
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Hollywood, Calif., Jan. 14 

My last column from California for a while. Going to New York, where 
my picture, ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome,’ is opening at the Roxy soon. I 
know I'm going a long way to see a picture—but can I help it if I have 
passes? 

Saw a sneak preview of ‘T. D. & H.’ when I walked into the theatre, 
the orchestra began playing, ‘Say It Isn’t So.’ 

Bought a permanent home in Beverly Hills. It’s so big that the only way 
| I can communicate with my mother in the next room is by carrier pigeon, 
Bing Crosby’s horses haven’t won a race in so long they are beginning 
| to sing, ‘Am I Glue?’ 

Strolled into the Brown Derby. Wasn't there long—only stayed for six 

stand-ins. 

Saw the Rose Bowl game. My seat was ’way up. Had a perfect view 

of the game, though, except when a cloud got in my way. 

Everything is on a big scale in Hollywood. A certain producer got a new 
mashie-niblick for a Christmas present so he went out and bought himself 
a golf course to match. 

| Broadway Dept. 

Hear ‘My Sister Eileen’ is a wonderful production. My Sister Rosalind 
is planning a wonderful! production in February and we hope it’s a girl. 

Wired Lindy’s that I was returning to New York and Leo Lindy wired 
back he gave the message to all the bookmakers. 

Things are very quiet on Broadway. Nobody has produced a play about 
Hollywood in a week. 

The old International Casino is now a clothing shop. You see English 
drapes where you used to see American undrapes. 

‘The Philapelphia Story’ at the Radio City Musie Hall 
Hepburn’s ‘Declaration of Independence.’ 

The Copacabana is doing so well that they’re already taking reservations 
for next New Year’s Eve. 


is Katherine 


Holly woodiana 

Spent New Year’s Eve at Victor Hugo's, where they advertise every- 
thing from a banquet to a sandwich. I paid for a banquet and got a 
sandwich. 

A local character attributes his success in pictures to getting up at six 
every morning, working hard and learning his roles. The fact that his 
Uncle owns the studio positively had nothing to do with it. 

Bob Hope is thinking of getting a new swimming pool for his home. 
The one he has now is too tight around the hips. 

Gene Autrey describes an early American as an Indian who gets up at 
five in the morning. 

A studio that has been having trouble with its actors now issues cello- 
| phane contracts—thereby making them unbreakable. 

There’s a cigarette machine in a Hollywood drug store where, if you 
hit the jack-pot, you win a tobacco plantation in Virginia. 

Hollywood would be a better place if they would shoot less pictures 


out’s ‘Ambush’ (Par) four years ago. | Astoria. N. Y.. New Year’s Eve, has and more actors. 
— not been completed, it was indicated | Music Dept. 
that the net profit would be around} MCA opened a night club in Hollywood so it would have a spot to place 
JEAN RENOIR NOW SEES $10,000, as against $16,000 netted last | its band. 
year. Drop was not so much in at- A certain band leader plays music that is out of this world—and a lot 
H WOOD IN NEW LIGH tendance as in program advertising. | of people are waiting for him to join it. 
Formerly the late Robert L. Hague{| An organ-grinder who passed my house yesterday refused to play an 
‘opines drew in considerabie copy from] ASCAP tune on his organ until the Society signed a new agreement with 


Jean Renoir. French director who maritime and shipping imterests with 


two years ago 
_ pectin gages Alcona hi | some of that business was obtained 
week arrived in Hollywood to seek anyhow out of sentiment. 
a spot of himself. Son of the famed | 
painter, he recently came to the he usually hosting parties numbering 
U. s. more than 200 persons at the Gam- 
After he directed ‘Grand Illusion’ bol. Biggest profit yet registered by 
two years ago. Renoir was report- a Gambol was around $23,000. 
edly approached by a rep for sev- _ a 
American companies, all of | 
whom were interested in his serv- | 
He refused to come, however, 
unless he could bring his assistant, 
his secretary, his lighting man, his 


eral 


TRULY IN DUTCH 


Netherlands Authoress 
Occupied France 


1ces. 


Stuck In 


eameraman, his soundman, etc., Suit of fsabeila Mnowiter against 
. ou ) Sade@ila 1OW r agaln 
complaining that American. techni- ike = es 
ht Hal Roach Studios, Inc., Metro Pic- 
cians wouldn't be able to fathom his nee Cor Met Distributing 
- LUTeS Orp., iVi ro LTIDULING, 
technique. With expense involved, Son's tne and Culver tenort Ce 
h ° yr ° aVvew s&s » alit live UX pe 
n addition to union difficulties in|}... heen set for June 16. 1941. trial 
bles } e A ow \ i iv A ac 
bringin ore rs sti Ss ge i 
ging in foreigners, studios) in nN. y. federal court. Situation i: 


quickly dropped their offers. an unusual! with plaintiff, a resi- 
dent of Mulhouse, France, and a citi- 
zen of the Netherlands, being stuck 
writing |} in Nazi-occupied territory and un- 
able to herself. 

A letter to her attorneys intimates 
that she may be able to get to the 
U. S. within six months, and trial 
has been postponed pending her ar- 
rival. 

Action claims plagiarism of her 
play, ‘Two Down and Outs,’ in two 
| Roach. pictures, released by Loew’s 
|and its subsidiaries, entitled ‘Swiss 
Miss’ and ‘Way Out East’. An injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and dam- 
| ages are 


one, 

One of Renoir’s last French films 
was an Orson Welles job, with the 
lirector also producing it, 
the scenario, writing the dialog and 
playing a featured part. It was 
tagged ‘Regle de Jew’ (‘Rules of the 
Game’) and starred Nora Gregor, 
wife of Prince Von Storhenberg of 
Austria. 


extricate 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Neil F. Agnew. 
Gene Autry. 
Joe Bernhard. 
Charles Boyer. 
David Broekman, 
Eddie Cantor. 
Richard Connell 





sought. 


‘Murray Drops Gag Line 


Robert Gillham, | - ‘ 

Teddy Hart | Suit Against Warners 
Alber. Lewin. oreneee 

David L. Loew. Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Bill Mellor. U.S. District Court tossed out Ken 


Ona Munson. 
Stanley Ridges, 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Louise Rousseau. 
Randolph Scott. 
William Scully. 

Joe Seidelman. 

Jack Singer. 
Crane Wilbur. 


Murray’s $100,000 
against Warner Bros., 
the defendant, with 
| against the plaintiff. 

Action charged unfair competition 
by the studio in the use of the line. 
‘That Man Is Here Again’, which 
Murray has used. 


damage suit 
on motion 
costs assessed 


of 


Dick Harriss’ Close Call 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. 
Tax appraiser Dick Harris, an in- 
timate of show biz biggies from coast 
to coast, had a narrow escape from 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Julian T. Abeles, 
Eddie Darling. 
Dorothy Kemp. 


killed his horse but left Harris un- 
scratched. 


SAILING ' Appraiser’s vellow-wheeled buggy 


las been a familiar’ sight on local 
25 New York t Lisbon), treets for two detades Harris 
l d Rose (Excan ibion I ng gasmobiles. 


| which he was in contact. Although 
assed up a Holly- : g 
. —_ : he died before last year’s Gambol, | 


Hague was missed in another way, | 


| death in a crash with a truck which | 


his monkey. 
Radio Dept. , 

They tell me that the radio networks plan to hire mind readers sa that 
band leaders can be cut off the air if they even THINK about ASCAPtunes, 

Even though there is no ASCAP music on thé air, I’m making good use 
of my radio. I've invited Chaz Chase over to eat it. 

Wonder if President Roosevelt would have had to pay $250 per station 
fine if he had whistled eight bars of ‘God Bless America’ during his open- 
ing of Congress address? 


Hangnail Descriptions 
| ARTIE SHAW: Turner-bout. THE ROSE BOWL: Billy Rose's idea of 
|a living room. VICTOR MATURE: Girl’s Dormitory. JACK DEMPSEY: 


Sherman Boffingsley. ASCAP-BMI: Feud for thought. 
Observation Dept. 
A little tired out. Just had to write two minutes of S E N 
material for Maxie Rosenbloom. 
A bald-headed friend of mine got water on the brain and somebody sent 
him a black sponge for a toupee 
My older brother 


SIBLSE 


now stays up all night so that he can have dav-mares 


Eavesdropped at Charlie Foy’s ‘Can 1 borrow your I, Q.? I'm going out 
with a moron tonight.’ 

Eavesdropped at The Dunes: ‘Her husband is my best enemy.’ 

My other brother (this is a family column) now has two positions— 
sitting up by day and lying down by night. 

Whatever Became Of — ? ? ? 
Ja-Da Trio Jerry & Her Baby Grands 
DeHaven & Nice Mantilla & Seed : 
Kranz & LaSalle Sherman, Van & Hyman 
Afterpiece 
In Hollywood, if you don't pay your income tax you wind up in jail. 


If you do pay, you wind up in the poorhouee. 


/BERLE TO P.A. WITH 
NY. BOW OF HIS PIC 


Jolson Better 


No performances of ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats’ were given last week be- 


cause Al Jolson was downed with 

‘} 1: 1 ‘ I ) ar , j . Nex ia 
grippe. Show relighted Monday (13)| Milton Berle blew into New York 
|at the Shubert, N. Y., after extra early this week from the Coast and 


pace ads appeared to the effect that | will personal at the Roxy the night 


the star would positively appear. 


f an 9° k ny hi 

Apparently fully recovered, Jolson at ge - — —— — 
was in excellent voice and attend- /#test 20th-Fox film, “Tall, Dark and 
ance was considerably better than Handsome.’ The following night he’s 
average Mondays for ‘Hats.’ skedded for Kate Smith’s radio pro- 


ae a a aaa gram for etherized bits out of the 
same film. 
NO TAKERS FOR ACAD Prior to returning to the Coast, 


Berle will do a two-week stint at the 


DINNER AIRER AT 256 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Price tag of $25,000 has been at- 
tached to Academy awards dinner 
for an hour broadcast. Same price 
prevailed iast year without a nibble, 
So far no nibbles this year either 


Jan. 28. He's also just finished the 
lyrics for two songs, ‘Hold Back the 
Dawn, This Night Must Last Fore 
ever.’ composed by Herbert Dubrow, 
and ‘Show Your Colors,’ a patrioti 
tune by Billy Lankin. 


| Clips Her Tour 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
our 


Ona Munson’s Film 
Ona Munson is scheduled to ar- 


|rive in New York tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for some broadcasting, 


Rosemary Lane cut her stage 
four weeks to report for work in 
te 4 , 4 

Hang Out the Moon’ at RKO or 


She will remain east. several ‘ 
, ‘ , ‘ 29 
weeks, then returning to the Coast , 
to appear in ‘Lady From New Or- Personal appearance jaunt ends 
le R idan. 24°in Chicago. 
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New’ Legit P roducers Have Sunk E h 
| 
E ‘OX ib Leader P leads with 
Fl M | B 
In Flop WUusiCa W | 
P s, But W.K. To Produce and Not W 
s. Find It T In | | 
. | 
gTS. ough to Let Lo Creative Years in UA Litigati | 
. Constant Usurpation of Au-| Cal's Hl tigation 
A well known showman in saan Switch thority Calls for Re-Defi- + i 
menting on the amount of money nition of R i tai 
} egul “1 1 
Se ms ah ta as a —— | ow gulatory Func- Kids Get Breaks Plea that Samuel Goldwyn end | { 
cently, stated that established mana- | ee a ee ee oe ion, Broadcasters Feel | —_— his litigation with United Artists be- he 
gers never have been able to obtain) picture business incident. Couple Hollywood, Jan. 14. cause exhibitors of America need the Hh 
as gpa near that volume of pri- months ago, Dick Halliday was Infant film players get a short- a “ pees he turns out has Hi 
vate backing that has slipped through | Coast story editor of Paramount HOLD TALKS } er working day under a new rule wean made in the past three weeks | H 
the hands of unestablished producers.| and Bill Dozier, as head of the | adopted by the California Labor in letters to the producer from Wil- Hip 
ee eat soeene $500,000 has| literary department of the “ee | Commission. war Brandt, exhib leader and New Viti 
already gone down the Z r nice ake. wie = | ci nder six rork indie circui re i 
} Scene’ anil hy ° drain this & Allenberg agency, was a fre- Washinaten. Sen. 14 Kids under six months may : cwreun operator. i 
son g suc ventures, two quent hammerer on his door in Tt — , . - | work only between the hours of Goldwyn, in replies dated Dec. 30 ' 
of which closed during tryout and an effort to sell him material ye National Association of Broad- 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. and 2:30 and and Jan. 6, declared: ‘I have no in 
— lasted but two days on) ‘labies are now completety a casters is giving serious thought to 4:30 p.m. tention of actually starting to pro- ii 
4 otal | versed, with Halliday now doing the formulation of new amendments my es ae ee y) 
n no instance was the money de-. the knocking at the portals of | to the Radi e courts... and I icipati Hit 
’ adio Act 2 . -. a! am anticipatin + 
liberately diverted. It was expended Dozier. Halliday resigned from | purpose of cl heey a whens Band Mgrs. Sue Budd thas % may take enother year i. Hy, 
inexpertly or without showmanly| Par to become an agent and last aig eeciune and restrict- | y settle the matter.’ Hi 
skill. Curious angle. is that in all week ties tn onload t bie ing the authority of the Federal | Rogers Mar Pi kf d Letters between Brandt and Gold AW 
_ ill-starred ventures there was a| 0D. | Communications Commission in mat- | ’ y ICKIOF wyn follow: niet Hi 
istinct strain of semi-professional ters deali i | 
ss ‘ aling with th _ F 300G | ‘Dear Sam: 
ism, if not amateurism, not so much has j oe or on ontract ‘Id t 1 
in the acting ranks but particularly T ¢ . S k’ phase of the industry. Intimations ane ray know what your con- i 
. , : . ‘ yersy rj j - : ; 
cn tenniement aad, Wasneen. of exas Ullinan Opeak , of a movement in that direction were! Arthur T. Mi pen , ah Danes Artists is 
the cost. musicals are the most haz- | ¢ ° d Fi ti ff ‘ given last week during a meeting Penns ted a _ James V. exhibitors » Fcc thc tty a a 
: 4 / 4 ; ; . , be anagers, filed suit 1: : ca wou ik 
ardous form of stage production and | rin ISHICUITS Mm N. a ‘here of the NAB's board of direc-| week (9) in N. Y : lage you to produce, and that i “ 
more so in inexperienced hands, y tors against Pneatee ‘B Pin apne court maining inactive, g Hinge 
ded gre Waldorf for Prez’ Ball ‘: eae See eee (ond Unite 
; - and costliest venture that aigdor or rez a Idea of amending or rewriting th | Mary Pickford, seeking damages of only hurting yourself and United 
; eo of town is ‘She Had to | radio law stems from th & the | $300,000 for alleged breach of con Artists, but also the industry in 
Say Yes, which closed Saturday ar ta ems m e conflicts tract. They ask "$15 is general, because you h 
Ql) i P Spite New York’s chi chi Waldorf-As nat have arisen between the com- : Aiien 50,000 each from 5 : ss ave al- 
; in Philadelphia for repairs. wage i Waldorf-As- | mission, on one sid d both Rogers and his wife ways contributed something new 
Reliable sources place the show's toria will house a speakeasy on the | y a ae oe a is clai ; and exciting to the year’ 
cost at $160.0 : . ‘ vvorks and the leaders of the Inde- It is claimed that in May, 1939, tk , ‘ ne year's re- 
Sta 30,000. Show was presented Old Texas Guinan pattern Ji 3 2nde é Ss 4 haa aah apd leases, something hick er 
' by Dennis King, who k bas : : pattern Jan. 30. pendent Network Radio Affiliates, on managers and Rogers entered into a re ener nil g which every 
po Bata te a = nOWS his way Marion Mill Preminger, former Eu- the other, over the steady encroach- managerial agreement for 10 years erent pg ager to renew the i} 
R ere nc nl ‘ Pactra but ropean legit star and wife of Otto, ment of the FCC in the field of net- with Rogers to pay them $1,500 ao totaal - oer : nit 
limited. perience is|the Broadway director, will essay work-affiliate relations, alleged mo- towards the formation of an orches- (C sit? lieder hiya | 
1 ‘Yes’ is said to be backed by Alexis | the Guinan role It’s to be a side- nopouatse policies of the networks Par nim to leed ane te pay Se primi ed R tere 
” Thompson, wealthy socialite, w xis|show at the President’s Birthday and general economic practices of of his annual net earnings to them | 
cently Serena " pie tee who re-! Ball, proceeds going for relief of in- the industry. FCC’s right to inter- as their commission. Rogers was | 
. oicamamih aa mothe _ handle fantile paralysis victims. fere with network setups and prac- given the right to terminate if his | MEMORIAL ALBUM | 
t — ' | Another room, to be presided tices was bitterly challenged by NBC, annual earnings in the first year did | 
' | over by Bill Corum, N. Y. Journal- CBS and IRNA spokesmen at the not reach $24,000, which was to be OF HAL KEMP DISCS ; 
e FRED BATE JORD | American sports columnist, will give oe s monopoly hearing last ain agp maroneee to $120,000 in the 
’ | a continuous fistic show, with the oe | cae  goooni ae Soe eee | 
' HEA -¥. News sending Golden Gloves The law amenatng proposal is said ee - aliahle 48 weeks yearly for | Columbia Records will issue a ‘Me- t 
: DING FOR UJ S champs of past years to mix it up to Be still in a highly nebulous state. thing toeneaane |morial Album’ of records cut by Hal | 
sone ¢ We) Among them will be Johnnie Clin- bP it has been given much con- | In August, 1940, Rogers repudiated Kemp's band Jan. 25. Kemp recently ' 
Recovered fre j : |ton, who was polio victim as a kid * — no concrete proposition a agreement and refused to go died following an automobile crash | 
of in I ig e his bomb injury | and fought it through to become 1as_ been advanced by any of the rough with it, returning to Cali- in California and though his band 
rs a a Fred Bate has started Golden Gloves winner in 1935. factions concerned. It is understood fornia. Managers ask $150,000 for | “4S recording for Victor release ‘at 
th Chi York and is now awaiting Admish to Mrs. Premiger’s speak that before anything is drawn up this breach, Secondly it is claimed the time it originally worked for C 
enaii ~— at Lisbon, Portugal. will be $1 after the $5 per person there will be extended exploratory os Mary Pickford threatened lumbia. o- 
glish representative of NBC had | charge to the bi ; “ work. F ogers that she would i i] 
r pre . i rac arge to the ball is paid. Thirty- ee yu institute di- Album will be made 
prany hoped to spend the Christ- three boxes at $250 each have al- ~ . vorce proceedings against him if he | double faced records c ean a soe 
mas holidays in America. Bomb ready been sold A saa we did not breach the contract and re- | Of Kemp’s bes ecg tn Dogger 
nt fragment messed tt ¢ thd: “will be resident's’ Ralph Forbes i : . turn to the pee gg ak ip’s best known cuttings, in- 
See Sand _ plan. Birthday Ball will be held at the Pp orbes In ew York foir’ their Hollywood home, ‘Pick- | cluding his ‘Got a Date With An 
ax Jordan is also due in New Savoy ballroom in Harl } : ~~ | Angel,’ ‘T , meee 
s : ey ANY ss aliroc arlem the pre- F adi Angel,’ ‘There’s a Smz >)’ « 
it dag aheag Switzerland, where he|.Vious evening, with Bill echihaen | nad Legit and Radio Jobs She is also accused of promising others. : Small Hotel’ and 
a — headquartering as NBC jas chairman and admish at $1 Ralph Forbes, Hollywood  filn Rogers that if he breached the ee . 
central European rep. He has been _ lavar 4 % "tract she would sect a eee 
down with the srippe avo Gat : = -- — — piayer, 1S currently in the east esha Bs = | secure him employ- | I 
? Qrit anc ate . Al < a flim pre cer ¢ 
- arrival is indefinite. 7 M ki looking for a legit show. He has | Holly mnt re ea | | 
— en in, U. 4 A. also been doing some radio work, ee "2 ||] RIE | 
wigis’ + 1] 7 ! 
" ae playing the lead currently ‘ 
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Pettijohn Scores Civic Censorship 


Of Pix in Protest to Chi Council 





ee + arm bandits on the Warner jun- 
| ket to that town. 
Chicago, Jan. 14. } PASCAL DELAYED | It was collected in nickels, 


A sweeping blast against the folly 
of state and municipal film censor- 
ship was made by Charles Pettijohn, 


In Lisbon With ‘Major Barbara’ Print 
Awaiting Clipper Passage 


Sugary Loot 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Silver dust from the Santa Fe 
Trail sifted into the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund to the extent of 
$293.80, the loot gathered by one- 


dimes and quarters from the slot 





machines. 








| 





Hays office general counsel, when tes 

he appeared before the judiciary Gabriel Pascal, who was to have 

committee of the city counsel here left Lisbon for the U. S. on Jan. 5, MPPDA Rebuff On 
yesterday to protest the Earl B. was delayed by interruption in clip- , 
Dickerson amendments to the cen- per flights and is expected to arrive | 
sorship ordinance. Finished his plea this week. He’s bringing a print of | 

with an indirect request for elimina- , ‘Major Barbara, George Bernard | ense or 0 
tion of censorship. These amend- | Shaw story which he filmed in Eng- | | 
ments would set up a new board, een tee Uaited Astials alates, 

not under the police department, 


which would inspect all films and 
decide those unfit for all less than 
21 years old. Flat fee of $3 per reel | 
for censoring, whether negatives or | 
dupes of original prints, also is being | 
protested because this might add as | 
much as $200,000 to the cost of Chi- | 
cago censorship. 

Pettijohn explained 
peered to censorship of any form of 
human expression, but believed the 
man who turns out a dirty picture 
should go to jail. 

‘That is a proper exercise of police 
power,’ he said. ‘It does not mean 
censorship, which is nothing more or 
less than one group telling another 


he was op-| 


Previous inability to obtain clip-| 
per reservations gave Pascal oppor- 
tunity in London to cut and dub the 
British version of the picture for 
American release, which the pro- 
ducer originally intended to do in| 
this country. 


Gov't’s 39-40 B.0. Tax 
Bite $21,000,000; Most 
Of Districts Show Rise 


Washington, Jan. 14. 





| emergency outfit steering the pre- 
| paredness program. | 








group what they think the other 
fellow should see and hear. 

‘From a_ practical standpoint, I 
don’t know what provision you are 
going to make to police every the- 
atre in Chicago to see that some 
20-year-old sergeant of marines does 
not see some picture that some board 
thinks he shouldn’t see. 

Best of Bad Bargain ~ 

‘If you are to have a censorship 
board let me make this statement to 
you: I am _ personally acquainted 
with the workings of every censor- 
ship board in U.S. It is my opinion, 
based on living with the subject for 
25 years, that your present setup in 
Chicago is making as few mistakes 


Federal Government's grab from Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 


,/10% boxoffice tax jumped last fiscal 
‘year in every major center of the 
| amusement industry except Southern 
| California. Complete statistics for 
tre 12 months ended last June 30, 
showing total gain of $2:417,115 over 
the preceding annum, revealed busi- 
ness slumped only in 7 of the na- 
tion’s 64 collection districts. 

One of the most substantial ad- 
vances was registered in the Chicago 
sector, although most metropolitan 
| areas showed encouraging rises over 
1938-39. In the First Illinois (Cook 
County) district, take jumped 
$208,917, compared with $157,376 in 


} 


‘ 
| 


'repeated assurances of cooperation 


Halting Commish 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Even though the first effort has | 





been cold-shouldered by major | 
chains, the National Defense Ad- | 
visory Commission intends to turn 


out a number of educational shorts | 


|which will be offered to exhibitors 
|gratis. _ President Roosevelt asked 


Congress last week to make $38,700 
available for film activities by the 


The NDAC is burned up .at the} 


tributors of America, but still hasn't 
been squelched. Plans are going for- 
ward for turning out briefies that 
will explain to the taxpayers the} 
difficulties encountered in strength- | 
ening the country for possible attack. | 
Past experience provoked exaspera- | 
tion, yet the Commish still hopes the | 
Hays organization will follow up its 


with some physical help in arranging | 
bookings. 

Glowering is occasioned by the 
way the Haysites’ special committee 
on defense matters ducked pleas for 
help in screening a nine and a half 


as any other censor board in. this the Third New York (Manhattan) | minute film titled ‘Power for De- 
country. If pictures are compelled region. ; fense.’ Picture is an editorial, with 
to remain under censorship in Chi- | Federal Treasury raked _ inj/shots from the Tennessee Valley, 
cago, your present setup is best | $21,887,916 from all types of com- | about the importance of electricity in | 
suited to the needs of the city’s | mercialized entertainment in the jturning out the numerous materials | 
people.’ past fiscal year—before the new required to build airplanes, guns, | 

He contrasted industry production | schedule, with the starting point | tanks, etc. After waiting for a favor- | 
code adminstration work, which is dropped to 2le—became effective. | able reply from the MPPDA, the De- | 


exercised at the source and at the 
time films are made, with civic cen- 
soring. Pettijohn claimed that this 
exercise of judgment by producers 
was not censorship, but plain ‘horse 
sense.’ 

‘Motion pictures today are far 
superior artistically, morally, in en- 
tertainment value and in every other 
way to what they were at the time 
your obselete, useless and un-Ameri- 
can censorship ordinance was passed,’ 
Pettijohn said. 


PAR MAY ROADSHOW 
‘| WANTED WINGS’ 


-lans are under discussion for the 


gales policy which will govern ‘I 
Wanted Wings,” following huddles on 
the Coast between Neil F. Agnew, 
distribution head of Par, and studio 
executives. Reported the film may 
be roadshown or merchandised sep- 
arately under a special sales plan at 
high percentages and 
missions, 


increased ad- |} 


This was nearly $300,000 better than 
the Treasury’s estimat-s at the half- 
way mark. 





TERM AS ACAD PREZ 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 





fense outfit has started trying to| 
interest regional circuits, with the | 


|Richards & Willoughby chain in the 


and Sciences picked Walter Wanger | 


Tennessee Valley country breaking 


| the ice. 


WANGER TAKES SECOND | 


Staff of eight technicians will be 
assembled by the NDAC if Congress 
is generous and votes the money 
recommended by the President. In | 
addition to a motion picture division 
director, due to get $8,500 per annum, | 
Commission would hire a film editor, | 
script writer and various underlings. 








No cameramen, though, as actual 
ito succeed himself as_ president. 
| Oth FE eC production probably will be done 
| srs re- ecte were rank apr: 
were Ela a were stank \a@Pr under contract. Base salary would 
and Edward Arnold as vice-presi- be $2.600. | 
dents. Two new v.p.s named, raising 
the number from two to four, are 


Darryl F. Zanuck and Jane Murfin. 
Mervyn LeRoy succeeded Robert 
Riskin as secretary and Major 
Nathan Levinson replaced John Aal- 
berg treasurer. Board 


as 


of gov-| 


| - | 
LUCA IN HWOOD TO 
| MAKE FRANCO-U. S. PIX 


ernors created two other new posts, | 


to be filled by Allan Scott as assist- 
ant secretary and Henry Fonda, 
assistant treasurer. 








Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
New French-American producing 
unit; slated to start shooting in 
| spring, is being, organized here by 


|} Joseph Luca, Parisian producer and 


| oe Siesta 
Originally on the schedule for de- S R Kent Bou ht 100 | Seen of Imperial Films. He is 
livery under the 1940-41 contract, | * ” g | negotiating for a releasing deal. 
Paramount wthdrew the film from od | Luca recently released his French- 
Selasos aiiee tanaing te geen 20th Common in Noy me, Anrabelia starrer, “Hotel au 
Agnew re cueesaacl nel New York Fri- Nord,” in New York. 
day (10), while Bob Gillham, pub- | me wr ; - eae 7 oe 
licity-ad head at the h.o. who went ‘ asnington, Jal , . \. > ~ Ac 
with bia got back yesterday (Tues.) Purchase of 1.000 shares of 20th- Schlager ( ontinues As 
} Speier papi: BaD gt a th Ps figf Fox common stock was chalked up . 
r stopping ff in Kansas City gaits, : | ¢ » . iy 
after stopping off in Kansas City. |i.”"\November for Sidney R. Kent.| ead of Producers Pix 
H W - UJ A | president of the company, by the | Hollywood, Jan. 14 
& t Securities & Exchange Commission. Sig Schlager, president, and Henry 
armen warming up pp echigg tiger igo 09 tanga ft Morigen aM sence earning oxteit 
| Latter listed his holdings at the | Herzburn, secretary, were re-elected 


Par for Kiiocycle Career 





Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Tom Harmon, All-American grid- 
der, joins the Paramount player con- 
tract roster in February at the close 
of the current semester at the Uni- 

versity of Michigan. 

First film assignment is in ‘College 
Mystery,’ a warm-up for a featured 
“role later on in a football picture, to 
be released for the autumn trade. 
Harmon's plan is to stay in pictures 

for a year and then shift to radio, 


Arthur to Republic 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
George Arthur has joined Repub- 
lic as an associate producer. 
He was formerly a producer of B| 
films at Paramount, 








month’s end at 2,180 shares. 

Only other film stock transaction 
for the month was the sale of 300 
shares of Consolidated Film Indus- 
| tries $2 cumulative participating pre- 
| ferred stock by E. H. Seifert, Fort 
| Lee, N. J., director of the company. 
Seifert retained 100 shares. 


at the annual meeting of Producers 
Corp. of America. Contract of | 
| Charles E. Ford, engaged as general 
manager on a one-picture basis, was 
extended to three years. 

First picture, starring the operatic | 
tenor, John Charles Thomas, is be- | 
ing readied for early production. 








Other News Pertaining to Pictures | 





| used to shave in the dark so he wouldn’t have to look at himself. 
| I remember he was kinda dumb, too; he couldn't count 20 unless he took 


| a seal act. 


| dame hidden away, even if it is a picture of Whistler’s Mother. 


‘outfit and bought ‘Dark River,’ by 


Lefty Goes From BMI to Old Flames 


And Winds Up Totin’ the Laundry Out 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Jan. 14. 





Dear Joe: 

Have been reading about the scrap between ASCAP and BMI, and mavbe 
it’s gonna turn out pretty good for me. You know I used to write songs 
but could never place any of them on account of the publishers grabbing 
songs from Berlin, Donaldson, Lew Brown, Kalmar & Ruby, Cole Porter, 
Jerry Kern who all happened to be writing hits, and still are, so there 
was no chance for me. I only did it as a sideline, kinda get an idea and 
write it up between shows, but Aggie thought they were good. But if 
they're gonna take off all those ASCAP songs the BMI will certainly be 
in the market for almost anything to keep things goin’, so they may grab 
my stuff. 

I know the air will be loaded with music but I doubt if the musie will 
be loaded with airs. I figger they can’t keep on using ‘Jeanie with the 
Light Brown Hair’ much longer; already the poor dame’s hair is turning 
gray. I like to hear old songs but it’s just like listening to your Grandpa 
tellin’ you about the Civil War. It’s okay to sort of fill in. 

I have a number called ‘Do You Remember That?’ It has a lot of 
catchy choruses, kinda off color for radio but I think that’s what radio will 
have to have to sorta pep it up if all the good music goes off. There's 
gonna be plenty of voice sulking after the New Year. Well, maybe people 
will get disgusted with the radio and go to the picture shows to be dis- 
gusted throvfgh a different medium. 

Couch Turns Out to Be Laundry 

I’m kinda getting the house fixed up for Aggie and Junior, because I 
expect them any day now. What I thought was a couch turned out to be a 
load of laundry J forgot to send out. It kinda spoils a guy when he always 
has somebody to take care of things for him like Aggie has done_for 
years. I miss her and the kid plenty, I'd even welcome an old fashioned 
argument right now, but it won’t be long now that they'll be back and 
kinda charge up the atmosphere, 

While looking through the closet I runs across a bundle of pictures 
Aggie had put away; she musta had ’em there for years. I come across 
one she had of Larry Murray who played on the bill with us years ago. 
He did a comedy bicycle act, not so good, and I know he was plenty stuck 
on Aggie. He wanted her in his act to help him with the props. He wasn’t 
a bad guy for a bike rider, always trying out gags on you, gags he was 
gonna do a talking act with. He wasn’t much of a looker, either. He 
And 


his shoes and stockings off. 

The last I heard of him was about 10 years ago when Aggie and me 
were playing Detroit. He came around in a big car, took us out to his 
home, which was a 20-room hut with enough bathrooms to take care of 
He had a big job with an automobile company. Funny how 
all these dumb guys get in right some way. I guess if Aggie woulda mar- 


| ried him instead of me she'd a been a big society gal now, giving card 


parties and having a chauffeur and servants to do all her work, but in- 


| stead she married a mugg like me that can’t give her nuthin’ except let 


her come in and see the pictures for nothing. At that I think she’s better 
off on account Detroit ain’t such a hot place; our act never went over there. 
Even Whistler’s Mother 

And Aggie would be no good with a guy that had everything. She just 
fits in with me. I give her enough worries to keep her happy. But I 
wonder why she kept Larry’s picture all these years? I tore up all the 
old pictures I had of gals I used to know. Aggie ain’t like me, she’s jealous 
and there aint’ nuthin’ surer fire for an argument than a picture of a 
To keep 
from arguin’ the best thing to do is to remove everything....even yourself, 

Well, I gotta get the bottles outta the house, and the cans and try to 
get the alky spots off the table besides getting a coupla guys to help me 


| lift the laundry. 


Remember me to the mob, SEZ 
Your pal, 
LEFTY. 
Mitchell Benson sez, ‘Women would rather hear ‘I’)] buy for you’ than 
‘I'll die for you.’ 


Academy Sets Up Fotog |LOEW, LEWIN EAST: 
Laboratory for Army; | SKED FILM ON RAF 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. David Loew and Albert Lewin ar- 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts | Tived in New York from the Coast 

3 . y . + 720oabL + a . | ) 

and Sciences has organized an Army | during the mney wi ek for month Acta 

Si; 1c hot ' lab |so of vacationing following comple- 

Signal or otogr: e lj a> las, — oht? ; 

£na ps pnotograpnic abora- | tion of ‘So Ends Our Night’ for United 

tory and announced the commission- | Artists release. Film preems in 

jing by the Army of 10 industry | Florida Jan. 24. Producers will not 
attend. 


workers in the Signal Corps Reserve. : : ? ee 
Next on their sked is ‘Landfall, 


1 
They are Sa Brisk rord : : } ; : 1 
See Pkg rama, Gordon | gmization of the Nevil Shute novel 
Mitchell, Robert Lord, W. V. Lind- | a} } i acai .- Jecaus 
say, Lloyd Goldsmith, D. B. G about the Royal Air Force. Because 
ae ee iA, 1. ©. Gray | of timeliness of the theme, be- 
bill, Ray Fernstrom, Arthur Ram-|;... ;..04.9 «hae. aitakt Afwcin © 
a a a ee “the ing inserted ahead of ‘Night Music, 
ey, J. E. Grainger, Winton Hoch, which was originally slated as the 
Jules Buck and Milton Sperling nent Talbot ” Tenn s caimpisiaaon 
. 1ext. albc Jennings s L 
None will be called from film duties See ‘ na B® eke tne ant t 
gee : playing ‘Landfall,’ which will § tO 
oO active service unless full mobili- luct Ia} : | sg 
zation is ordered proaguction in late spring. ve! é 
re — |also did script on ‘So Ends Our 
ai | Night,’ adapted from ‘Flotsam,’ 
| Erich Maria Remarque book 
| “ys : 
epee cee Pee er Remora book, 
version of ‘Night Music,’ recently 
FRENKE-ATWILL FILM completed a screen treatment for 
L-L. It won't go into production, 





| however, for almost a year, the pro- 

ducers declared Monday (13). L-L 
| deal with UA is a guarantee of one 
| film a year and not more than two a 
| year, 


WB Takes Late Tenble 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

South American atmosphere fas 
finally” sifted -intO “Buiirvank, wiiert 
Warners had been avoiding the cur- 
rent gale of Latin tunefilms that has 
been blowing around other studios. 

The Warner entry is ‘Carnival in 
Rio,’ with George Raft, Dennis Mor- 
gan and Brenda Marshall topping 
the cast. William Keighley directs 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Atwill hooked up with 
Eugene Frenke in a new production 


Lionel 





Nordhoff and Hall, for filming with 
James Whale as director. 

Production is being financed by 
Anthony Lebechi, French capitalist. 
Screen rights to the story are said to 
have cost $25,000. 








Lupino In Dry Eyes 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Ida Lupino gets the star spot in 
her next picture at Warners, ‘The 
Damned Don’t Cry.’ Studio is test- 





Broadcasters shy of any consent on music........e.0.0...---Page 21 
Live pickup of color television....... eccccccccccccncscocccs Page 34 
Vietor Merbert music on NBC. ..ccccccccccccscscctccvcsces. Eee BS 
Public split cn music war...... 966600060600 00056060060000%6E MRE OF 
Songwriters may form union........ Maeebaee ntedddscodeeset ae GF 
Songwriters sue on screen credit.......... eieeeesiasdereseud Page 39 
Bers UWEEOE- RORY BOUCY CHMUEG «66 5cn kc koedicnescecicc veces Page 43 











ing two male leads. 


Film is based on a novel by Harry 
Harvey. 


screenplay by Robert Rosson, who 
has just returned from a tour of the 





tropical sector, 
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WOMEN OK HIGHER SCALES 





Warners Banks Up 25 Yarns Costing 
$1,000,000 for Next Six Months Prod. 


+ 
- 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Backlog of 25 stories, costing more 


than $1,000,000, has been stored up | 
at Warners for production within six | 


months. List comprises 12 best-sell- 
ing novels, six Broadway plays and 
seven originals. Purchase of new 
material is the first step by the Bur- 
bank studio to cope with new selling 
conditions imposed by the consent 
decree. 

Novels to be filmed by summer 
are ‘Kings Row,’ by Henry Bella- 


man: ‘Quietly My Captain Waits,” by | 
Evelyn Eaton; ‘One Foot In Heaven,’ | 


by Hartzell Spence; ‘Captain Horatio 
Hornblower,’ by C. S. Forrester; ‘The 
Constant Nymph,’ by Margaret Ken- 
nedy; ‘Out of Gas,’ by Nordhoff and 
Hall: ‘Mr. Skeffington,’ by ‘Eliza- 
beth’; ‘Danger Signal,’ by Phyllis 
Bottome; ‘House On the Hill,’ by 
Somerset Maugham, and ‘Happiness,’ 
by Mildred Cram. 

Stage plays on the list are ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ by 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart; 
‘The Male Animal,’ by Elliott Nugent 
and James Thurber; ‘Gentle People,’ 





4 FOR POMMER 


RKO Skeds Pictures Producer Will 
Do Rest of This Season 





Quartet of films has been assigned 
to producer Erich Pommer by RKO 
for the remainder of the season. 

They include ‘Unexpected Uncle,’ 
from the novel by Erich Hatch; 
‘Week-End,’ an original by Budd 
Wilson Schulberg, with screenplay 
by Dorothy Parker and Alan Camp- 
bell; ‘Two On an Island,’ the Elmer 





bert. 


20th OUTLINING 
PROD. UNDER 
CONSENT 





by Irwin Shaw; ‘George Washington | 


Slept Here,’ another Kaufman-Hart | 
show; ‘Caesar's Wife,’ by Somerset | 
Maugham, and a remake of ‘The! 


Desert Song’, 


Original yarns are ‘They Died 


With Their Boots On,’ ‘The Widow | 
Wouldn't Weep,’ ‘Navy Blues,’ ‘Ser- 
geant York,’ ‘Captain Ulysses Smith,’ 


‘The Man They 
‘John Paul Jones’. 


Couldn't Kill’ and 


Brazil's New 87 Tax 
On U.S. Pix, Retroactive 
To ’35, a Burner-Upper 


how much the 


Showdown on just 
, 


U. S. good-neighbor policy with the 
Latin-Americas 


holds good seems 
certain in the case of Brazil's new 
8 retroactive tax voted against 
American distributors in Rio de Ja- 
neiro last week Tax, which has 
been hanging fire for some time 
finally was made into law wit 
U. S. distributing companies forced 
by statute to pav the 8 oO 
levy back to 1935. 

N. Y. film officials are so ind int 
over the unfairness of the fresh tax 
ation that they have dumped e 
whole thing in the lap of the State 
Department at Washington Under- 
stood the State Department has 
promised to do everything in it 
power to bring about an adjustme 
with the Brazilian government. F 


company foreign department offic 
? ~ . 
1 told by their 


n New York have been 
Brazil that 


representatives in 


new sweeping tax measure is too 
much to stand, in view of the alread 
sicyt : , 
high tax fees, censorship « s and 
import duties, first nan ed having 
grown excessively in the ast two 
e De 

M r company exe 

e¢ ere at] to e 

aX mn blast a meda I 5 i - 
uto1 It follows { f enu- 


ous efforts by the Roose. t adm} 


tration to assist Brazil to combat its 
financial depression. This is reaso: 
f hal yf ; r j 4 
ior believing that Washington will 
Strive to press the picture industry's 


case for readjustment, possibly by 
pointing out that the good-neighbor 
policy works both ways. 








Hays Delays Coast Hop 


Will Hays, who had planned going 


» the Coast Friday (10), delayed ‘his | 


‘parture because the Meecti 
lotion Picture Producers 
‘olly wood Nas’ beer’ postponed 
ttended a recessed session of the 
lays office directorate 

Tuesday ). 

Leaving later this week, Hays will 
tay on the Coast for a month or 
more this time, returning shortly be- 
fore the annual meeting of 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 


‘Tidutors Assn. set for March 15 


ng of the 


Assn. in 


the 


He 


yesterday | 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Top home office and studio execs 
' of 20th-Fox are confabbing here this 
week to outline production within 
the scope of the consent decree. Plan 


is to have two blocks of five pictures | 


ready for mid-July showings. Studio 
has completed 43 of the 52 pictures 
on its 1940-41 slate. 

Those at the huddles are Joseph 
M. Schenck, board chairman; Sidney 
R. Kent, prez; Darryl F. Zanuck, v.p. 
in charge of production; Herman 
Wobber, sales chief; William Goetz, 
exec assistant to Zanuck; Charles E. 
McCarthy, pub-ad head, and Harry 
Brand, studio publicity chief 


NAME SELZNICK PREZ 
OF NEW PRODUCING CO. 


Holly wood, Jan, 14 


David O. Selznick Productions, or- 

yranized to succeed Selznick-Interna- 
al, elected Selznick president 

Daniel T. O’She v.p.; BE. L. Se 
reasure i za yd Wr { ecre 
tn 

\ £a% ‘ 1 

IN iKk¢ Ove = ) 


Capra, Riskin to Prowl 
§. A. for Pic Atmosphere 


y s | 

Hollywood, Jan. 14 

Fk ( R Risk 
; A r + ’ 
r é f the Ac Va - 
é th a } t of their picture 
‘Mect Jo Doe to be released 
Tour has a double objective, to 

" Vlil a ba } 
ship ( b m here for a 
new proauct nh. t be 1 le with a 


South American background 
Cuba's RKO Tuneup 

Cuba is the next stop in 
tunefilm exploration of the 
American Lou 


RKO’s 
Latin- 


Brock, 


republics. 


producer of the current ‘They Met 
in Argentina,’ is planning for the 
Cuban capital as soon as the filming 


is fir ished. 

¢ . . , 

Next picture is ‘Havana,’ desig- 
nated as a co-starrer for Lucille Bal! 
and Desi Arnaz... 


WE THREE AGAIN 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 


Paramount is planning to tean 
Constance Moore, Lillian Cornel 
and Virginia Dale for the ond 
time in ‘Birth of the Blue iB. G 
DeSylva production 

Trio recent appeared in La 


x 
4 —_—_—_______. 
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FAVOR PAYING = 
FOR GIG PIX 


| 


Poll Reveals 63.2% in That | 
Column But 92.9% Vote! 
‘Yes’ on Keeping Present 
Prices for Average Pro-'| 








Rice play, and ‘Water Gypsies,’ from | 
| the 30-year-old novel by A. P. Her- 


4 
| 


grams | 
‘GONE’ PRECEDENT | 


By JOHN C, FLINN | 
In a survey of women filmgoers, 
widely scattered, the Women's In- 
stitute of Audience Reactions,’ with 


headquarters at Rockefeller Center, 
N. Y., gathered the information that | 
63.2°o of all women queried declared 
they were perfectly willing to spend | 
more than avevage prices to see pic- | 
tures similar to ‘Gone With the} 
Wind.’ Of various categories ‘un-| 
employed’ women votef highest for | 
the advanced prices, followed by | 
educational, professional and house- 
wives groups. 


Tied with the ‘Gone’ question was 
the query whether women would 
| prefer to see the average program | 
(feature, shorts, newsreel, etc.) and 
keep tne regular admission price 
range. 





| Answers to the second query was 
overwhelming ‘yes’ by 92.9‘0 to 7.1% 
negative. 

Women also declared themselves 
in favor of the general theatre pol- 
icy of first come, first served in the 
selection of theatre seats. To the 
tion, ‘Would you be willing to 
pay a higher price for reserved seats 
in your local theatre?’ the vote was 
yes, 14.1%, no 85.9%. 

Agnes M. Grew, director of the 
Institute, says that price analysis of 
boxoffice should prove of ut- 
most interest to distributors and ex- 
hibitors are faced with the 

getting increased do- 

to balance the loss of 
rentals during war 
Many stated their 
desire for better film entertainment 
2ss to pay higher 


que 


~! ~ 
scales 


who 
necessity of 
mestic income 
‘Oreign film 


the 


Salad, 


illingne 


I encouragement to pro- 
duce 
G f iS released to film thea- 
a national plan of mini- 
boxoffice prices based on $1.10 
ile for evenings and 75c. for ma- 
tinees. In a few major cities, New 
York, Chicago, Boston and Los An- 
ele day-and-date reserved seat | 
nances also were given 
re cated on the customary road- 
) ( of $2.20, evenings, and 
$1.10 ma ee 


regarded the Metro— 
with great misgiving at 
isting that the two poli- 
t and roadshowing 


(Continued on page 16) 


Zukor May Go 
West to Discuss 
‘41-42 Production 


1+} s10h } Ta c ar ino ; 
Although his plans are indefinite 


at the rn vy nt, 





uaa 11Ui l@ I 

“7 he Te 1] any 7 lad - ; 
probably go to Hollywood later this 
month to discu 


for the 1941-42 season, 
will be solid under the consent 


| decree 


The chairman of the boa of Para- 
mount has been in New York ce 
ea Decembe é I 1 to 
have been | ng 1 ght | 
line € er) ce, to e ne 

| for of selling that will become ef- | 
fective with the °41-'42 product 

Zukor states that he probably will 

ot n e an ad lions Dn into 
foreign te Mexi 
S Ame he 

F if pre ) 


| be made for the inclusion 


Silverstone to Put F inishing Touches 


To Rich Refugees’ Idea on Financing 
UA Package Deals for Producers 





+. 


That Makes It Even 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Geography and history get a 
run-around in two of Metro's 
outstanding western pictures. 
‘Bad Man,’ based on a story 
of Arizona, was shot in New 
Mexico. ‘Billy the Kid,’ localed 
in New Mexico, is being filmed 
largely in Arizona. 


ALL 0 








EDICT 
0 PIX 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Film producers were told last week 


by Harry Engel, Coast head of Broad- | 


cast Music, Inc., that no deals would 
of BMI 
tunes in a picture unless the music 
content was 100% BMI. Engel previ- 


NONE, 








Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Handling of packaged deals by pro- 
ducers, given financial backing by a 
corporation in which United Artists 


is to have 50% interest, will be 
consummated by Murray Silver- 


stone upon arrival here next week 
from New York. Weaving the finan- 
cial structure for the production and 
distribution setup are Alexander and 
Mare Berglas, German financial 
wizards, reputed to have accumulated 


‘up to $25,000,000 before fleeing Nazi- 





ously had placed numbers in RKO’s | 


‘Hang Out the Moon’ and an untitled 
Monogram picture, but these are not 
affected by BMI’s all-the-way ukase. 


Shortly after the announcement of | 
BMI policy, Boris Morros stated that | 


no BMI tunes would be used in his 
picture, ‘I Gotta Sing.’ A few days 
before he said he liked the ditties 
submitted by Engel and undoubtedly 
would use several of them. It was 
indicated by Engel that Morros had 
been ‘gotten to’ by ASCAP writers. 
Morros declined to give any reasons 
for his reversal. 

Network heads here say that very 
little mail has been received touch- 
ing on the music situation. At KFI- 
KECA it was said the percentage of 
correspondence favored return of the 


old songs and a much-needed rest for | 


swing and jazz. 


Films to Benefit By 
406 in Navy’s Hike 
To Wartime Strength 


Washington, Jan. 14 
Growing Navy—ir 
listed personnel to 


‘rease O11 e 


full wartime 


trength—will require more film 
next year. Congress was asked last 
week to hoist the appropriation for 


rentals in the fiscal year sta 
July 1 by $40,000 because there 


be more ships in service and greate 
1 and for screen entert t 
The 1942 et . 
te yf > 25 ) f ; 
ed arit $85 4 € 
With the draf jue t k ) 
peed, the War Depart ent 
ants money | yf ruct 
[ @ p es W { 
for the Ar s welfare 
ties next year would be sliced $650 
000 under the total availahie +] 
rear, the fund asked still is a] 


100 times the customary amount. 
Total desired ($2,148,000) include: 
$500,000 which the Army wants im- 
mediately for construction of audi- 
toriums, recreation centers, theatres, 
Budget does not show the 
amount earmarked for film rentai 


BEN COHN SETS UP 
INDIE PROD. OUTFIT 


H fv wood, Jar 14 


etc. 


ohn Produ 





‘tions, new indie 
been organized by Cohr 
¢ txt} — ~ — 
: hn Warne . yo 


ee Tt I ec f aq 


land. They have been here for the 
past six months studying the picture 
situation. 


Among their varied financial in- 


| terests in Germany were many pic- 


ture ventures and it’s understood 
they took around $5,000,000 out of 
Germany in 1938, and since have 
established important bank connec- 
tions in New York, insuring 
siderable credit. 

Silverstone conferred with Berg- 
las brothers when here last No- 
vember to speed up production by 


con- 


indie contributors, who struck for 
better distribution arrangement. 


Berglases offered to place at Silver- 
stone’s disposal sufficient coin to as- 
sure output of 18 to 20 pictures by 
Outside producers. Plan would al- 
low for extension of finances to any 
producer who has a star, story, di- 
rector and laboratory credit subject 
to Silverstone’s approval. 
Silverstone was so enthused he 
told Berglases at that time he would 
be out here in January to clean up 
the deal so company can go ahead 
and negotiate with producers for 
*41-42 program. Understood that the 
majority of the coin is to be pro- 
vided by Berglas interests, with UA 
possibly contributing remainder. 


RKO HAS WORD 
FOR IT-COMEDY 


Concentration on light frothy 
film fare for 1941-42 is expected to 


be the decision of 





{KO exec 
hey huddle on the Coast shortly ! 
et the product lineup for next 


Plans will be based at lea 


+ 


son, 


partially on the findings of Con 
Krebs, of RKO’s Coast publicity de- 
partment, who wa ent on a 32 
ll-week tou { yleted, to take 
ounding I n ¢€ d ( 
ape critic 
Kre eclared the « 1 was 
rtually unanimou f light cor 
ed i RKO is ning t ' ‘ 
) ( Fee t ‘ 
4 , y ‘ + ‘ 4 
5 inneda ¢€ 54 I r ” 
mo ¢ , ¢ le < } have 
r ¢ 
I 1( T . t 
t 4 ri¢ 
ens \ ‘ . 
Hollywe ' p 
t i¢ ‘ ) 
) I ot I t text } 
questing 1 re é rt . 
| t t 
more | ff to offset t " 
ponderance of war and fore 


M-G PACTS SEKELY AS 
PROD. KORDA DEAL OFF 


a 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 
William Sekely was pacted yester- 
day (Monday) by Metro as a pro- 
ducer. A Hungarian recently 
came to the United States, Sekely 
currently making ‘New Wine’ for 
Jnited Arti ts release. Film w to 


be made under the j 


who 


> om 


Alexander Kore 


ai 4 
label for release to UA through him 


but deal was broken off last week 
ind Sekely consummated a direct 
release to UA 
‘New Wine’ went int ro ‘tion 
est iy) Sekely’ con- 
ry it 


A ypperenels ~ 


wpm cr erirere as + 


A an a A OREN 





ee 





f 
ie} 
ise 
Hi 
: i491 
eat 
{! i 
i] | 
iu 
Beth 
tei 
ai 
iit 
: 
+ 
i} 
ih 
; 





ob. 
pees 
—— 


--arereatinmnageneer nena 








ene ews tow 


























EE 





ee ee 
mesenger 


wos ea 
no 
ee 


eens 


























6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 15, 194] 





Arbiter Fees $10 a Day 


In order to lighten the load on exhibitors as much as possible, the 


American Arbitration Assn. has de 


cided that the fee for arbiters sit- 


ting on cases arising out of the consent decree will receive no more 


than $10 a day, or for any part th 
cussion of the matter and taking ir 
that arbitration was going to cost t 
tive committee 


(Tues.), Paul Felix Warburg is ch 


of the AAA made 


ereof. Following considerable dis- 
ito account fears of various exhibs 
hem too much, the film administra- 
its decision yesterday afternoon 
airman of the committee. 


The $10 fee will apply to every type of case regardless of importance 


and to every one of the 31 tribuna 
setting the $10 daily fee, the AAA 


have the power to waive or decrea: 


ls where hearings will be held. In 
also has made a ruling that it will 
se even this small cost to the exhib 


in instances where a hardship is worked on the exhib, especially if 
hearings last longer than a day and the exhib’s position merits this 


action. 


The consent decree itself specifically states that arbiters’ fees 


are not to exceed $50 with the AAA ruling now bringing the maximum 


down to one-fifth of that. 








Auditors Set Up Financial System 
For Operation of 31 AAA Boards 





A financial system to govern the 
operation of 31 arbitration boards in 
the handling of exhibitor complaints 
under the consent decree has been 
set up by the auditing firm of Kurz 
& Kurz of New York, which has 
been appointed as auditors for film 
industry arbitration. 

The American Arbitration Assn., 
which will administer the decree 
and have full supervision of the 31 
different tribunals, has also brought 
in Elbert Morse Wood as comptroller 
over the film industry in connection 
with the operation of the decree. 

Wood is a member of the New 
York State Society of Certified Pub- 
lic Accountants, the National Assn. 
of Cost Accountants and a charter 
mc er of the Accountants Club o 
America. He spent four years in the 
Near East for the insular govern- 
ment of the Philippine Islands and 
during the war was summoned to 
Washington to aid in the organiza- 
tion of an accounting system for the 
Red Cross. 

The arbitration boards of the 
AAA, divided into three different 
groups in relation to the size of the 
exchange centers and business, will 
be ready to function Feb. 1, 
shortly thereafter, with panels of ar- 


auay 


mb 
aha 


b’ .rators to number from 10 up for | 


each of the 31 keys now being rapid- 
ly set up. J. Noble 


ganizing local boards and getting 
recommendations for panel members, 
is now going over the lists for ap- 
pointments. 

$490,000 Ist Year Budget 


For the first year of the consent | 


decree a total of $490,000 has been 
appropriated to cover the costs of 
maintaining the offices, rent, man- 
agers, clerical help, etc. This is ap- 
portioned according to the three dif- 
ferent classes of tribunals, with pay 
to managers of the boards likewise 
varying. The film companies are 
being assessed for the $490,000, but 
any fines levied against those that 
are party to the consent (Metro, Par, 
RKO, Warners, 20th) will be applied 
against that. In the event more than 
$490,000 should be needed, the court 
has the right to approve an increase 
in the budget of not more than $50, 
000 for the first year. Budget set for 
the second season of the decree is 
$465,000. 





Bryan-Farr Circus Story 


Getting R.-B. & B. Co-op 


John Ringling North has promised 
the full production cooperation, of the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus to Joe Bryan III and Finis 
Farr on their motion picture original 
they have just completed in Atlantic 
City. Mark Hanna is handling the 
deal. 

Bryan, when he was an associate 
editor of Satevepost, wrote a num- 
ber of Ringling and other circus 
stories for the mag, having traveled 
with the Big Top several times. 
and young North are 
friends. ° 





Crawford's ‘Face’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Joan Crawford returns to work at 
Metro Jan. 20 in ‘A Woman’s Face,’ 
which teams George Cukor and Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart again as a di- 
rector-writer combination. Their 
last collaboration was in ‘Philadel- 
phia Story.’ 


Victor Saville 





producer. 


or | 


Braden, exec | 
secretary of the AAA, who has been | 
on the road about two months or- | 


He) 
personal 


a 


Orleans Cycle 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

New Orleans gets a publicity 
break from Hollywood, with four 
pictures backgrounded in the old 
Louisiana town. 

First to start is ‘The Flame of 
New Orleans’ at Universal. Sec- 
ond is ‘Lady from New Orleans’ 
at Republic. 20th-Fox is prep- 
ping ‘Mardi Gras’ and Metro has 
an untitled yarn about N. O. in 
the writing mill. 


La Crosse Sut Vs. 
Par Off Agai 
Despite Protests 


Madison, Wis., Jan. 14. 











| The LaCrosse Theatres Co.'s 
| $1,476,900 anti-trust suit against 
Paramount Pictures Distributing} 


| Corp. and other defendants has again 
been delayed, this time until Feb. 
17, in spite of the vigorous protests 
of a whole battery of lawyers for the 
film firm. 

When Robert A. Hess, the Mil- 
waukee lawyer representing the La- 
Crosse Co., appeared before Judge 
| Patrick T. Stone in federal court 
here on the day set for resumption 
of the trial, to plead for a further 
stay of proceedings, he was flabber- 
gasted to find in the courtroom 
his opponents this array of attorneys. 

Louis Phillips, of Phillips & Nizer, 
New York. 


as 


Stephen Keane, of Miller, Mack & 


Fairchild, Milwaukee. 


Harold Wilkie, of Wilkie, Toebaas, | 


Hart, Kraege & Jackman, Madison. 
Javid Beckwith, of Hill, Beckwith 
& Harrington, Madison. 
Benjamin Deinard, of Street 
Leonard & Deinard, Minneapolis. 
Joseph Finley, of Bundlie, Kelley 
& Finley, St. Paul. 
Hess, who is Wisconsin counsel for 
| the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, pleaded fo1 
delay on the ground that he had not 
time since his collapse caused 
tponement of the trial on 6 


had 
naa 


rn 


pos Nov 

to take a rest ordered by his physi- 
cians. The Par legalites accused 
Hess of stalling and said they were 


being put to tremendous expense by) 
the delays in the case, but Judge 
Stone, citing a 30-years acquaintance 
with the Milwaukee lawyer, said he 
could not believe that everything 
was not on the up and up and 
granted the sought for continuance 
to Feb. 17. 

Hess left for the south for 
month’s rest. 


More Gold in the Pot 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Budget on ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ currently 
filmed by Globe Productions, was 
upped from $200,000 to $850,000 to 


a 








add costly revue numbers. It’s being | 


directed by Larry Ceballos. 


One new number features Pau- 
lette Goddard in a rhumba with the 


Horace Heidt band. Another brings 
James Stewart as a singer and 
armonica player with the orch. 


rt 
OUul 


h 


| Help for Miss Jones 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


| Universal lent Robert Cum- 
'mings to the Frank Ross-Norman 
'Krasna production outfit for the 


male lead opposite Jean Arthur in | 


| ‘The Devil and Miss Jones.’ 


|} out a leading man for three weeks. 


PIX COS. GET 1ST 
~NEW BRITISH 
~— DEALCOIN 


| Initial remittances under the $12,- 
900,000 monetary pact with the Brit- 
ish government have been received 
in N. Y. from London during the 
last 10 days by all major film com- 
panies. This is the first money to 
be remitted from England to U. S. 
picture distributors since the old 
frozen coin agreement expired last 
Oct. 31. 
of money is being split up according 
to tentative agreement for the first 
13 weeks of the new one-year pact 
with Great Britain. After that some 
sort of allocation agreement must be 
worked out among the eight com- 
panies. 

Under terms of the new one-year 
frozen money agreement, signed 





maximum of $12,900,000 from Eng- 
|land in the year started last Nov. 1, 
the American companies are to re- 
ceive 3714% of the total, 
| 837,500 during the first 13 weeks of 
| the pact’s operation. After that pe- 
| riod, the film companies must work 
|out a complete system of allocation. 

This problem currently is in the 
hands of a special Hays office com- 
imittee, where arbitration of some 
sort must be used to arrive at an 
entirely satisfactory split of the 
coin. Metro thus far has held out 
| for what it deemed its share of the 
| British revenue, but an amicable 
| settlement is likely with only the 
| Selection of arbitrators now remain- 
jing to be done. 

Terms of the frozen coin pact per- 
|mit the American companies to re- 
ceive 75% of the total in remittances 
from Britain during the first six 
months. After this $9,675,000 is re- 
ceived, the remittances from London 





|} are on an if-earned basis, which fur- | 


ther. complicates 
coin received, 

A hitherto overlooked portion of 
this new frozen coin agreement is 
the stipulation that U. S. distributors 
will refrain from raising Alm rentals 
above present levels if a 
pictures should develop 
avoidable reason. This, 
refers to intensification of the war- 
fare with the Nazis, which might 
impede film shipments frum reach- 
ing British ports. 


the allocation of 


for>an un- 
of course, 


MOVING FAST 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Stir] 


ling Hayden’s second role in 
pictures is the lead spot in ‘Little 
Miss Muffet,’ to be produced by Sol 


C. Siegel at Paramount. 
Young actor 
film debut in ‘Virginia.’ 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Jan 
Babb, stage hoofer, drew a 
ntract Metro. 

Warners renewed its player option 
on De Wolf H« pper, Jr. 

Lamar Trotti’s pact rer 
year by 20th-Fox 

Metro handed 
ticket. 

20th-Fox 
Milton 
year. 

Cobina Wright, Jr., obtained court 
approval of her minor contract with 
20th-Fox. 

Ed Brophy signed to a two-picture 
acting deal by Warners. 


14, 
Dor 


1 
stock 


thx. 


e 
C 


cal 


S 


1ewed for a 
Ian Hunter a 


exercised 
Berle for two 


its option on 
pictures this 


scripting deal. 
M uerite Chapman 
player ticket at Warners, 


arg drew a 


Leo Carillo inked a pact at Uni- 


versal. 
Jack Briggs penned a player con- 
tract at RKO. 
Universal signed Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Shirley Ross signed by Warners. 
Republic lifted Don Barry’s option 


for one year. 
Betty Brewer optioned for a year 
|by Paramount. 


; Company had been shooting with- | 


Understood that this batch | 


shortly before last Dec. 31, whereby | 
the eight,majors are to receive a| 


or $4,-| 


shortage of | 


recently made his | 


new 


Metro handed David Hertz a new | 


| hot butter on the slices of bread. (Serves six or 8), 
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By THE SKIRT 








The best dressed womaff of the week: 
VIVIENNE SIEGEL 
‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore Theatre 


| 


| 





Vivienne Segal’s Wardrobe 
| Trust Rodgers and Hart to do the unusual. They have made a hero of a 
heel by name ‘Pal Joey.’ Gene Kelly is the heel and strange as it may be 
| this heel is a loveable character and how that heel can hoof. 

Vivienne Segal as a rich society matron does a swell job. She wears 
some fascinating gowns. Appears first in a long white gown with draped 
skirt and many jewels. A red velvet gown has puffed sleeves of mink, 
There is a green dress with the sleeves coming from the neck line making 
them full. A purple sequin gown is worn under a long ermine cape. A 
few short dresses are nicely tailored with becoming hats. 

A decided hit is June Havoc, sister of Gypsy Rose Lee. As a dancer in 
the night club she dresses the part becomingly. A black satin dress had 
shoulders of a colored material. An odd costume has a flowered hem. And 
a lavender dress a red trim. There is a striped dress and net stockings. A 
| green dress is worn with white foxes. 

A pretty miss is Leila Ernst who wanders through the musical with not 
| too important clothes. A pony skin coat and little bonnet hat is worn for 
the most part. There is a blue and green suit followed by a goblin blue 
silk jacket worn with cioth skirt. The girls of the ensemble were for the 
most part in rehearsal garb of all types. 








| 





She Can Wear Slacks, So She Does 


The important picture showing in town at the present time is ‘The Phil- 
adelphia Story’ at Radio City. As in the play, Katharine Hepburn is the 
star. Associated with her are Cary Grant and James Stewart and they 
| make up a trio the like of which we would like to see again and .again. 
| Slacks play an important part in Miss Hepburn’s wardrobe. Having the 
| figure for slacks don’t blame her for appearing in them as often as she 
can, There is a bathing suit with a dandy looking robe hanging full at one 
side, while the other side is belted. A checked silk dress is made in three 
tiers fitting the hips snugly. A dinner gown is trimmed with a wide shiny 
braid at the belt and on the bodice coming around the sleeves. Wedding 
dress of white chiffon has a laced belt. 

Ruth Hussey is nicely tailored in all her frocks and even her dinner 
| dress is plain with the new neckline. Mary Nash as the mother is neatly 
gowned in several creations, and Virginia Weidler as the precccious child 
does a swell job. 

The music stage show is ‘Pan-American’ and is as colorful as the name 
suggests. La Fiesta has the girls in red and green skirts very short, with 
purple bodices. Many tassels decorated the bodices and large hats. That 
Music Hall standby, ‘Ravel’s Bolero’ has all the girls in flounced dresses 
with the lights changing the colors in rapid succession. When the line of 
girls stretches to full length they take in the entire stage and the side 
boxes, It is a sight worth seeing. Always was. 


| 


Sounds Familiar 


‘Kitty Foyle’ starring Ginger Rogers at the Rivoli is so old fashioned it 
is laughable. The girl on the wrong side of the tracks attracts the boy on 
the coin side. They love, marry, separate, she has a baby, the baby dies, 
she divorces, and he marries again. If the picture follows the book we 
wouldn’t know, not having read it. As a wor ing girl Miss Rogers looks 
very neat in several tailored dresses all with white collars and cuffs. There 
is an evening gown of gold lame with a belt and neckline of a fancy trim. 
One tailored suit had at the neck and cuffs a trim consisting of many 
white loops. The hat is an off the face affair triangle in shape. 


Miss Cowl and Miss Wood 

John Van Druten has written a pleasing comedy, ‘Old Acquaintance,” now 
showing at the Morosco Theatre, and is very fortunate in the casting of 
Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood as the principals. Both women impersonate 
writers of novels, one se and one flighty. Jane Cowl dresses the part 
nicely appearing first in a wine colored dress trimmed with a gold braid 
and worn with a green cape. She changes to a house coat of a sand color 
with deep pockets. A of a bluish green with a 


1OUS, 


street costume is made 


pleated skirt with jacket three quarter length with pleated pockets. A 
red fox hat was small and a big matching muff. The last act has Miss 
Cowl in a beaver hat and coat over a beige dress. 

Miss Wood is purposely over-dressed right up to the minute. First, in a 


black suit trimmed at the hips in kolinski fur. A small hat is veiled and 
| gold chains hang from the neck. 

A satirical hostess gown for an interview with her ex-husband, is of gold 
lame over a pink chiffon skirt. Necklace of pearls with matching earrings. 
In the last act Miss Wood appears in a grey two piece frock with a fascin- 
ating brooch of gold and diamonds at the lapel. 

Adele Longmire, the ingenue, is in white net made with three 
and a flowered cape and later a red dress and a plaid suit. 


flounces 


Shirley Booth’s Wisecracks 
Max Gordon presents ‘My Sister Eileen’ a new play by Joseph Fields 
and Jerome Chodorov based on the stories by Ruth McKenney. This is 
what the program at the Biltimore Theatre tells you, but of the utmost im- 
portance is that the play is staged by George Kaufman, Without him there 
would have been no play. 


It is a whacky comedy dependent mostly on the wisecracks of Shirley 
Booth and some laughable situations, which after a while get rather boring. 
Jo Ann Sayers is Eileen but it is Miss Booth who is all-important. A pretty 


red head is 


this miss who did such a swell job last season as the photog- 
rapher in 


‘Philadelphia Story.’ The cloth of 


es worn by these two gir]: 
the simple tailored type in many colored combinations. One doesn’t 
clothes in a Greenwich Village basement flat, 


are 
ext ect 


Acting Better, Clothes Aint 

‘Comrade X,’ (Metro) showing at the Capitol has Hedy Lamarr acting. 
Some one has been coaching this gal. As a conductor on a Moscow trolley 
car she wears a suit and man’s cap. This is followed by a Russian blouse 
dress and beret. For an instant she appears in an old fashioned night 
gown but soon changes to one more fancy. For the most part hereafter she 
is in a soldier’s coat and for the finish after leaving Russia a short shot 
shows the baseball game in Brooklyn where she is in a white suit and 
| large hat. 


| Their Favorite Recipes 

| Baked beans a la Jeanette MacDonald 

| Two cans best grade baked beans. 

Put layer of beans in a pyrex casserole, cover with peeled, sliced fresh 
tomatoes, pour over two tablespoons Karo molasses, add another thin layer 
of beans. Over these spread a layer of chili sauce and sprinkle with gener 
ous portion of brown sugar. Repeat until casserole is filled, and on toP 
cut up strips of bacon or fresh pork chops (if preferred). Cover casserole 
; an 
| remove lid and allow bacon to brown. 

| Serve with Boston brown bread (ft comes in a can too!) with lumps of 


d place in medium oven. Bake 1% to two hours, When almost doné | 
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thal Roach Sues Loews, Metro 


- + 


For $1,263,993, Claiming Deliberate 


Over-Charging on Prints, Holdbacks 





—— +> 


Hal Roach Studios, Inc., filed one 
of the most important suits in recent 
years in the N. Y. federal court Wed. 
(8) against Loew’s, Inc., and Metro 
Distributing Corp., seeking damages 
of $1,263,993.37, based on claims of 
alleged deliberate overcharging on 
cost of prints, failure to pay rebates 
from the U. S. and New Zealand gov- 
ernments, failure to pay for the sal- 


vage value on junked prints, failure 
to devote its best efforts to the dis- 
tribution of features, block booking 
of shorts in violation of contracts, 


etc. Attorney Louis Frohlich, repre- 
senting Roach, asserts that Loew’s 


has realized over $40,000,000 on the 
producer's pictures which have been 
distributed by Loew’s over a period 
of 14 years, starting in 1926. 

Suit is divided into seven separate 
causes of action, each of which prac- 
tically represents a complaint in 
tself. It is based on the five con- 
tracts of distribution signed 
Loew's by Roach, 


N.Y. WB EXECS PLAN 
COAST TREK IN FEB. 





Trek of Warner Bros. home office 
executives to the Coast is tentatively 
set for early next month. Group in- 
cludes Grad Sears, Mort Blumen- 
stock. Roy Haines, Ben Kalmenson 
and Samuel Schneider. Conferences 
will be held with Harry and Jack 


Warner, Hal Wallis and Charles Ein- 


feld on ‘Meet John Doe’ and other 
product to be sold in the next six 
months. ‘Doe’ likely will be sold 
separately. 

Visit to Hollywood is a regular 
affair for this season of the year. 
Group will be on the Coast about 


two A eeks, 


Group Theatre’s Clurman 


Will Be 20th Producer 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 

20th-Fox signed Harold Clurman, 
founder of New York’s Group Thea- 
tre, as an associate producer, to 
function without portfolio until he 
has had time to study the studio’s 
methods and story material 

Clurman’s only previous picture 
experience was as advisor to Walter 
Wanger a few years ago. As a stage 
producer he turned out 32 plays and 


is credited with the launching of 
various playwrights and_ actors 
Among them are Clifford Odets, Sid- 
ney Kingsley, William Saroyan, Ir- 
win Shaw, Franchot Tone, Luthe1 
Ad ind John Garfield. 


Coslow’s Musical Shorts 


Sal Coslow, head of 


Cameo Productions, Inc closed a 
Gcal to produce eight musical sub- 
jects for the slot-machine trade. To 


be released by the Mills-controlled 

Soundies Distributing Corp. 
Soundies now has on hand eight 

reels of eight subjects each, to serve 


with | 








} 
| 
| 
| 


| feature 


One Good Hop Deserves 


Another for Abrahams 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Derwin Abrahams drew a director 
contract from Harry Sherman after 
finishing the latest of the Hopalong 
Cassidy pictures, ‘Border Vigilantes.’ 


| 


OPCGIAL LEGalNd 


| 





It was Abrahams’ first job on the | 


series. 


Film Cos. Vote 


Immediate 506 To 
Brit. War Relief 


Hays office directors last week 
voted to immediately advance $50,- 
000, pro-rated among member com- 
to aid Nazi 


in England, money being earmarked 





panies, air raid victims 


against anticipated rentals on ‘Land 


of Liberty,’ all-industry historical 


which does not go out on 


general release until the end of this 


Thus far the film 


test 


month, has played 


Only a few dates. 





UR OALEGMEN 


Austin Keough-Louis Phil-, 
lips, Par, and William) 
Zimmerman, for RKO, | 
Touring Exchanges—WB 
and Metro to Follow | 





LAYMAN LANGUAGE | 


Because of the complexities of the 
consent decree and the legal lan- | 
guage in which it was written, film 
companies are starting to decipher 


| it for the sales forces, and from time 


| 


} 


Hays directorate called in major 
company theatre-men to get their 
views on how ‘Land of Liberty’ | 


could be promoted best. Major L. E. 
Thompson, C. C. Moskowitz, Charles 
Skouras, Leon Netter and Leonard 
Goldenson attended this hurried call. 
As a result of the decision to give 


to time instructions or information 
will be sent out to keep the salesmen 
posted on what to do and what not 
to do. Because of the necessity of 
covering every branch office, this 
will entail much work for the skilled 
attorneys assigned to the task as well 
as run into considerable expense. 

All of the companies that signed 
the consent, Metro, Paramount, War- 
ners, 20th-Fox and RKO, have pub- | 
lished the decree for distribution to 
their own people in sales as well as 
other departments, including the- | 
atres. In addition to covering ail the 
exchanges to explain the decree and 
answer questions, 20th-Fox is pub- 
lishing an interpretation of the vari- 


a 


ous clauses of the decree, couched 
in language for the layman. It 
awaits the approval of S. R. Kent, 
now on the Coast, after which it 
will be distributed to 20th-Fox 
forces. 

Meantime, Felix Jenkins of the 


legal department of 20th, who is also 
(Continued on page 19) 


TOBACCO ROAD’ 


raid victims part of the receipts from | 


the film, British relief organiza- 
tions throughout the U. S. are laying 
plans to assist the picture by selling 


tickets and holding local premieres 


ad 


Directors also discussed a new 
plan for carrying on the Will Rog- 
ers Memorial, the original five-year | 
deal having run out a few months 
ago. New memorial project will be 
worked out at subsequent sessions, 
no action being taken last week 


Those attending the Hays direc- 


torate meeting were Jack Cohen 
Earle W. Hammons, J. H. Hazen, 
F. L. Herron, Will Hays, Austin 
Keough, W. C. Michel, C. D. Prutz 
man, George J. Schaefer, Nicholas 


Schenck and Murray Silverstone 


M-G SHOWS INTEREST 
IN DUNKIRK STORY 


These Are the Lad b\ 
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‘vacua of D 
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, but it created little e wre 
h 
Uolding arrivéd with it a couple 


1,500 boxes now in operation in the | 
country, most of them as demonstra- | 


tors. 
rently 


Distributing Company, cur- 
operating from Hollywood, 


plans exchanges in Chicago and New | 


York, 


Hop and a Skip 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Harry Sherman moved up the 
starting date of his next Hopalong 
Cassidy picture, forcing Bill Boyd to 
or his coast-to-coast stage 
Oul 
Picture rolls in two weeks 


| 


months ago. Metro, however, in the 
past two weeks suddenly 
terest and several confabs have been 
held with Golding in New York. 


Batcheller Heads Prod. 
For Producers Outfit 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
George Batcheller 
new 
tion activities for Producers Releas- 
ing Corp., headed by O. Henry 
Briggs. 
First two films to be made u 
the Batcheller regime are ‘F: 
Landing’ and ‘Duke of the Navy.’ 


took in- 


took over his 


nde1 


nergency 


: } 
duties as supervisor of produc- 


ROADSHOWING - 
IDEA UP 


Believing it has an outstandins 
property in Road,’ with a 


ready-made audience for it 


‘Tobacco 
through- 
out the country, 20th-Fox may 


road- 


show the picture either on a two-a- 


aaa . 


7? 


Oscar Morgan May Be Par's Short 


Subject Sales Mgr. in Amplified 
Distribution Setup Under Decree 





Three Endings 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Deanna Durbin has recorded 
three separate vocal finales for 
three separate sets of audiences 
in her Universal starrer, ‘Nice 
Girl.” In the U. S. version the 
star sings ‘Thank You, America’ 
in American. The same song in 
Spanish is warbled for the Latin- 
American trade. 

For British release, the sub- 
stitute is ‘There'll Always Be An 
England.’ 


UA, U, Col Win 
Delay to Jan. 30 
In Anti-Trust Suit 


A delay to Jan. 30 for arguments 
by United Artists 


and Universal to amend, and Colum- 





on 


applications 


bia to dismiss, the amended Govern- 
ment complaint against them was 
approved Tuesday (7) by Judge 


Henry Warren Goddard in the N. Y. 
federal court. 

Reasons for the 
The 


formed that Edward C. Raftery, ap- 


postponement 


were twofold court was in- 


pearing for UA and Universal, would 
have to be in California during this 
month and could not prepare and 
Froh- 


Columbia, is 


argue his application. Louis 


lich, for 
the various aspects of 
involving the American 
Authors and 


attorney so 
mixed up in 
litigation 


Society of Composers, 


Publishers, that he, too, is unable to 
prepare argument this month 
Universal and United Artists will 
ask that all allegations referring to 
the five producer-exhibitors ners 
{ tne co ent aecree be tricken 
om the ne ct plaint, and that 
be amended Oo as to contain just 


e charges 


t igainst the little three 
day basis, or under a sales plan simi- Cojyumbia will cite the actual decree 
lar-to that which figured for ‘Gone » the court. with specific references 
With Wind’ and ‘Dictator to the portio of ‘it requiring tl 

In any event, the filn not e Departn t of Justice to secure a 
pected to be delivered o t ¢ len P , eatre o 
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e of the '41-42 semester, when ‘ ier t i g 
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figured in the acqui on of I to . 
the record-run play Amo! the Holden's Second Walkout Ends In 
things, when the deal ws made it Failure 
was contingent on approval from the ’ 

Hays’ office for the use of the title Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
That was quickly granted. Willia Holden called off | one- 
— t e i reported at Colum- 
la yr t je j ‘Texas,’ which 

Used to It by Now te had retused three weeks ago. 1 
: econd strike in three 

iat < 

Hollywood, Ja 14 Actor is under contract to Para- 
Another Myrna Loy-William Pow- | mount, which shares his services with 


yy 


comedy, ‘Love Crazy,° to be pro- 
duced by Pandro Berman and di- 
rected by Jack Conway. 

David Hertz and Willia Ludwig 


are sopnislicating tine st 


ell coupling is set for the Metra.-Columbia because that firm gave 


him his big chance in ‘Golden Boy’ 

when he was still unknown. He is 

inderstood to have gone back to 

work without the increase in salary 
de 1 


Several 


ae 
| 
| 
i 


promotions and appoint- 
ments in the Paramount distribution 


' department, consequent upon the 
| 

| consent decree when added man- 
| power as well as coverage of the 


; country will be required, are being 
worked out. In addition to three 
| Appointments ulready known to have 
been made, it is reported Oscar Mor- 
gan may be named short subject 
sales manager. Unless he also re- 
| tains the southern division, which is 
a possibility, it is believed one of the 
| district managers will succeed Mor- 
fan over that territorv. A vacated 
district post would no doubt be filled 
| by one of the more experienced 
| branch managers. At the same time, 
as recently occurred in Metro, man- 
agers may be promoted from smaller 
exchanges to larger branch points. 
Paramoynt has nine different dis- 
tricts, but for better coverage of the 
various territories, some of which 
are now large, district regions 
will probably be created by his com- 
pany as well as by others. 
More Salesmen 
Par 103 Iditions. 
in that field will be required to han- 
dle the increased selling activity un- 
der the provis the 
groups of features o a 
Number of 


new 


has salesmen. 


1ONS for 


time, 


of decree 
five 
extra sellers is , -oblemat- 


ical at present 
A sales head over shorts alone is 
of increased importance because the 


and 
merchandised 


briefies the newsreel must be 
separately and _ not 
‘forced’ through the sale of features. 
For Morgan, if reports on the ap- 
pointment are correct, it will become 
an important exec home office post. 


Formeriy southeastern district man- 


ager at Atlanta, Morgan was made 
southern sales division chief when 
three divisions were created about 


two years ago. 
Reportedly being worked out now, 


Paramount will make the appoint- 
ments and promotions official when 
Par holds its mid-season’s distribu- 


tion meeting at Chicago. This is un- 


derstood to be scheduled for next 
Monday (20) Whole new sales set- 
up will be completed by then 
C. J. (Pat) Scollard has alreadv 
been made executive assistant to 
Nell Agnew, v.p. over distribution 
| ofl i but posts for Joe 
Philipsor ind Jack Bannan in the 
les department have not been so 
tamped Phillipson has for many 
yea been in charge of film buying 
and i i 1o the J H 
Coons pP tne ¢ e Bannar 
Astor Pic 
j { endaent } utor dur- 
g the ) Ca Bot are o the 
a t 1 A 3) ) 
‘ f ( t i id ~ 


20TH DETOURS LOCATION 
TROUPES AROUND RAIN 


o 14 
T) 
és 
Miami’ comp goes » Florida 
Jan. 20. ‘Blood and Sand’ is at work 
Mexico City Flight Surgeon’ is 
slated ‘f f @ork i Pr. ns< ola bk 3 
and ‘Belle Starr’ goes to so er? 
Arizona for extended shooting 
Absence of e ( ec War- 
ne! to move fo I Dp i f 
until the weather clea Films are 
‘The Sea Wolf ‘The Bride Came 
C.0O.D..’ ‘Miss Wheelwright Discovefs 
America’ and ‘Wings of Steel.’ 
‘NURSE’ FOR BURTON 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 
David Burton gets the director job 
on the Sol Wurtzel production, ‘Pr 


Nurse,’ at 20th-Fox 


Filming starts next month when 
Wurtzel returns from his Sout 
Ame ( vacation 


ee eee 
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Bill Brandt Survey Pomts Up 1,0007, 


Liability Ins. Increase for N.Y. Theatres 








Increase of almost 1,000% in New 
York theatre liability imsurance rates 
in the past 20 years has brought 
about an effort by metropolitan chain 
and indie operators to force a re- 
duction. Letter pointing out the 
sharp tilt in premiums and asking 
a get-together by exhibs to fight it 
has been round-robined by William 
Brandt, of the Brandt circuit, during 
the past couple of weeks. 

Upturn has been so sharp, it is re- 
vealed by Brandt’s letter, that Loew 
and RKO circuits have turned to 
self-insuring themselves upto a cer- 
tain point. On the other hand, it is 
pointed out, with increasingly safe 
booth equipment, cost of fire in- 
surance has come way down. 

Brandt uses his own group of 11 
theatres as an example of how rates 
have gone up. Houses include Cen- 
tral, Liberty, Selwyn, Times Square, 
Town, Flatbush, Sutter, Windsor, 
Bayside, Apollo and Stanley. An- 
nual premiums on $5,000-$10,000 lia- 
bility were: 

1920-1925 ..ccccccccccce $astt.00 


SORR-IGST .ccccccesesess S228ae 
ORTHISES .ccccsvcccccsoe SRS 
TOEErIBOO icc cvessoocecce Seeeuer 
WOSS-vresent o.ccscccss 21,542.25 


Premiums were paid on a per-seat 
basis until 1935, when they were 
switched to a _per-100 admission 
basis. Prior to 1920, standard rate 
for all theatres in the metropolitan 
area was 22c per seat. At that time, 
the Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce, of which Brandt was 
president, was formed and, foilow- 
ing a survey by insurance expert 
Herbert R. Ebenstein, who instituted 
a plan of accident prevention and 
more careful investigation, a group 
policy covering 500 theatres was ar- 
tanged at llc per seat. 

At the end of the five-year period 


for which the arrangement was | 
made, many changes of theatre 
ownership and management had 


taken place and the group plan dis- 
integrated. Claims became more 
frequent and costly and insurance 
went up to 18c per seat. That was 
in force less than two years when it 
. went up to 40c a seat, an increase 
of 233% over the group rate. 


Phoney Claims 

Among the reasons for the spurt, 
according to Ebenstein, who has just 
completed a new survey for Brandt, 
was a scourge of fradulent negli- 
gence claims encouraged by un- 
scrupulous lawyers. Theatre owners, 
too, weren’t resisting the claims and 
in some locations managements were 
unable to buy insurance even at 
40c. 

This high rdte was unfair, how- 
ever, in certain nabes with large 
seating capacity but which didn’t 
have the turnover of the midtown 
houses. So in 1935 the method was 
changed to the per-100 admissions 
theory. Originally it was lle per 
100 admissions, but In 1939 the in- 
surance companies maintained that 
experience showed this too low and 
it was pushed up to 18c per 100. 

Ebenstein’s survey recommends a 
return to the group plan. He also 
points out that the reason rates go 
up is an increase in accidents being 
reported by all the theatres in the 
metropolitan a ea. He’ suggests, 
therefore, a central agency, which, 
among other things, will assist mem- 
bers in elimination of causes of ac- 
cidents, will investigate all accidents 
in order to resist claims and will 
maintain experienced lawyers 
fight them. 

Survey by Ebenstein also points 
out that rates are not the same in 
all cities, many locales having premi- 
ums as low as 5c per 100 admissions, 


while other typical rates per 100 

admissions are: 
S08 TCIOS. 6. occcees v0d0% «+ $.08 
San Francisco. ....cccccecs . ae 
Philadelphia ...... ere os «6 
CRIBAMO: 2.60 beeesaeneke . “ae 
eorsey CHS. .6s6ss0 sce au 
Newark ...... tore ‘oo we 
Buffalo ...... sivereeettaced 00 
DE ccc ckww tsnkessses soe sae 
OOIREEED  5.x.0 é0'00n500906006 458 
DROW ROLK CUP. kscsscseccce ae 
PUNOUED. 656 Saas cassnne Sone ae 





“Mr. & Mrs. Smith’ May 
Get 38-City Teeoff 


Tentative plans this week are be- 
ing made by RKO for a 38-city pre- 
miere affair of ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith.’ 

Present intention of the company 
is to bring in critics and exhibitors 
from nearby cities for each pre- 
miere showing. 





to | 


Flight Command’ Gets 
Big Bally in Rochester 


Rochester, Jan. 14. 

Manager Lester Pollock, Loew’s, 
has full sized airplane in upper lob- 
by as part of extensive air exhibit 
ballying ‘Flight Command.’ Machine, 
|a new one from Detroit to be used 
as trainer in defense instruction, is 
first ever assembled inside a theatre 
here. 

On opening day of film, 36 pilots 
flew in formation over the city at 
noon as salute to the picture and 
were guests of theatre that evening. 

Democrat and Chronicle conducted 
|contest for model planes tying in 
| with ‘Flight Command,’ with heavy 
| publicity in newspaper’s Uncle Dan 
|column, which has big following 
among city’s children. 


3 EXPLOITATION VETS 
ON ‘LIBERTY’ BALLY 


Three industry exploitation vetere 
ans have been added to the Hays 
| office force assisting in the campaign 
| to bally ‘Land of Liberty,’ the all- 
| industry feature being distributed by 
Metro. Mark Larkin will cover New 
| England and the Great Lakes region; 
| Joseph C. Shea, the mid-Atlantic and 
Southern States, and Gabe Yorke, 
the Southwest and West, in furnish- 
ing supplemental exploitation and 

















|publicity for the picture, which is | 


| being released nationally Jan. 24. 

| Additionally, I. E. Deer, regular 
Hays office community service de- 
| partment representative, will work 
lout of Chicago on special] club and 
|community tieups and_ publicity. 
|‘Land of Liberty’ was given an en- 
| thusiastic premiere in Washington 
when it opened last week at the Co- 
|lumbia theatre. Profit realized on the 
picture will be given to worthy char- 
ities, initial $50,000 being designated 
for British air raid victims. 





BOYLE TO TURNER 





this week 
field force 


| publicity department, 
| joined the exploitation 
under Terry Turner. 

Boyle has been assigned to duty 
|in Buffalo. 


James V. Boyle, of RKO’s home | 


‘Back Street’ Set For 
Miami Preem Feb. 4 


First world preem on an elaborate 
scale in the New Year will be that 
of ‘Back Street,’ Universal top- 
bracketer, which will be staged in 
Miami Feb. 4, with newspaper peo- 
|ple and others from key cities flown 
|to the Florida watering place for 
ithe festivities. Bruce Manning, pro- 
‘ducer of the film, and members of 
the cast will plane from Hollywood. 
|U executives from both there and 
the home office will also attend. 

Plan is to hold the preem simul- 
taneously in at least two Miami 
houses, not yet selected. 





WAR RELIEF, NEAR SRO 


Taking over 2,000 seats for the 
special 8:30 premier of ‘Virginia’ at 
|the Paramount, N.Y., the night of 








Jan. 28, the Maple Leaf Fund, Can- | 


adian war relief organization, has 
been getting rid of the ducats at in- 
' creased prices so rapidly that it has 
indicated it may want more. 

Fund took 1,840 orchestra seats, 
the entire floor except for about 50 
up front, which it is selling at $2.50 
'each, and 200 in the mezzanine, 
which are bringing $3. Regular 
established scale of the Par for both 
_ orchestra and mezz seats is 85c, the 
| difference for the Fund providing 
| the benefit proceeds. Fund is asking 

those who buy seats to show up 
formal. 

Arrangements have been com- 
pleted by the Par to have the Glenn 
| Miller band, originally set to come 
,in with the picture Jan. 29, to play 
the special preem the night before. 
Acts for the opening night to go 
with the band are to be set by the 
| Fund itself, with an eye to carriage- 
| trade patronage. 











Lynchburg, Jan. 14. 

This burg was plenty pepped over 
|news that it had been picked for the 
'world preem of ‘Virginia’—until it 
| heard four other towns were sharing 
the honor. 

Film opens day and date in Lynch- 
burg, Richmond, Newport News, 
Norfolk and Charlottesville, Jan. 24. 


5-Town ‘Va.’ Preem 
| 





LA Manager Robbed 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Sherill Cohen, operator of the 
Orpheum here, and Lew Kane, thea- 
tre employee here, trussed and 


robbed by bandits yesterday (Mon- | 


| day). 


Cohen shed $50 and sheaf of pass- | 


es. 





| : 


Balaban Foresees 


Decentralized Ad 
Campaigns to Meet Varying Playdates 








| Following undetailed remarks 
made last week by Barney Balaban 
| concerning ‘decentralized advertis- 
ling,’ it is disclosed the president 
|of Paramount is of the opinion that 
| pictures may play different terri- 
freesinigs months apart under the con- 
lsent decree and_ that 
campaigns should be plotted to fall 
| concurrently. with playdates. 
Balaban thinks that if release 
| dates are not met in all parts of the 
|country when they are ready for 
| booking, advertising placed nation- 
|ally, as well as exploitation, will not 
|have its fullest force. In 
words, if a picture plays New Eng- 
lland right on top of release but 
| doesn’t go out so fast in other sec- 
tions, the advertising and exploita- 
tion should be staggered in the vari- 
ous territories or zones to break with 
the first-run engagements of the film. 
There are some territories, well con- 
trolled by various circuits, that can 
hold up a picture for some time efter 
available. On occasion it has been 
two or three months before certain 
pictures have been picked up by 


country, 

It is probable that exploitation 
staffs of all companies will be in- 
creased to the point where there 





| may be a field representative in each | 


exchange territory. Only Metro now 
has exploiteers in all its exchanges. 
RKO, Par, United Artists and 
Warner Bros. have smaller forces, 
while 20th-Fox and Universal have 
none. Par has already indicated it 
will put on extra exploitation men. 
| While Balaban’s thought that the 


advertising | 


other | 


such circuits in some sections of the | 


| playing of films under the consent 
decree may vary considerably is 
| likely a good hunch, it is reported 
Metro is going to try to avert that 


| through big national campaigns in | 


an effort to force exhibs to take ad- 
vantage of the time they break. It 
lis a question, however, whether 
campaigns, no matter how big, will 
|achieve that end. A matter of 
theory also under the decree is just 
how films will be packaged, whether 
the makeup of the packages will 
| vary according to local tastes or star 
value, and whether groups will sell 
|as fast in some zones as in others. 


of release dates further in advance, 
|if possible, will take up slack on 
selling wherever that exists. 

Last Thursday (9), at a luncheon 
|in his honor, Balaban made the fol- 
lowing statement: 


‘I believe that advertising, as now | 


controlled from New York, will be 
| Somewhat decentralized. 
;mecessary to properly synchronize 
|; your campaigns with the release 
dates. There are advantages to be 
| gained from this, such as more free- 
dom of thought on the part of local 
advertising representatives who are 
right on the scene and, if they are of 
proper caliber, can render real serv- 
ice. 7 

‘In spite of everything the sales 
| departments can do, there will un- 
| doubtedly be many squawks as the 
new method of selling becomes op- 
erative. There will be discontent 
and misunderstanding and you men 
| (referring to ad-exploitation men) 


can do a great deal towards mini- 


mizing this situation.’ 


‘VA. AT $3 TOP FOR CAN. 


Probable, however, that the setting | 


It may be | 


B.S. Moss Returning to Activity As 
Exhib; Other Theatre-Exchange News 








Retiring from active operation of 
theatres when the Criterion, N. Y., 
was turned over to Loew’s in 1939, 
B. S. Moss is returning to the field 
through a theatre at Jackson Heights 
as part of a large commercial de- 
_velopment and a house also at For- 
'est Hills. Each will seat 2,000. 


Moss’ connection with the above- 
mentioned development was made 
| known some time ago when he 
acquired the property, but he hadn't 
| indicated he would return to film 
exhibition. 
| The Jackson Heights project will 
|cover an area of 35,000 square feet. 
| Moss, formerly a part of the old 
|Keith circuit and long in theatre 
| building-operation, is understood to 
have several other sites under his 


control, including some in New York, | 


/on which he may ultimately decide 
to erect theatre. He still owns a sub- 
stantial interest in the Criterion, 
which he built with Harry Charnas, 
latter selling out to Loew’s. 


Loew's Promotions, Switches 

| Numerous managerial switches 
and promotions have been made by 
Loew’s, headed by the appointment 
of Paul Murphy, assistant manager 
,at the State, to the management of 
ithe Ziegfeld, N. Y. In turn, S. 
|Schwartz, an assistant at the 83d 
| Street, replaces Murphy at the State, 
a more important post. 

Kenneth Towers, chief of service 
at the Mayfair, becomes assistant 
| manager at the Apollo, while Robert 
Spodlick, service chief at the Sheri- 
dan, takes over an assistant’s spot at 
the Triboro. Nat Slater is. being 
brought down from Mt. Vernon to 
|} succeed Schwartz at the 83d Street. 


Edwin Lucey, chief usher at the lat- | 


ter house, takes over the asst. mgr’s. 
post at Mt. Vernon. 
Maurice Druker, 


assistant at 


| Loew's Poli, Worcester, has been ap- | 


pointed relief manager at the State, 
Cleveland, replacing Everett Stein- 
buch, who is on leave of absence, 
nature not indicated. 


| Monroe Stein Joins RKO 
| Monroe Stein, for many years with 
|the Cocalis circuit on booking, has 
,joined the RKO circuit. He made 
, the switch last week and will be 
attached to Fred Meyers’ booking 
department on buying-booking. 
| Recently RKO completed a deal 
|taking over operation of several 
| Cocalis houses in the Bronx in asso- 
| Clation with Skouras. 
Monogram has laid plans 
spring sales drive to extend 


for 


to be made in each of 
zones into which the country will 
| be divided. 

| Mono franchise 


holders met in 
St. Louis Saturday (11) to complete 
details on the drive. W. Ray John- 
ston, president, came on from the 
| Coast, where he now makes perma- 
|nent headquarters. He returned 
there yesterday (Tues.). 

Rex, East Rutherford, N. Y., has 
been leased to Acme Theatres, Inc., 
by Biro Theatres, Inc., deal con- 
|}sumated by Berk & Krumegold, 
brokers. Term lease is for 
gregate rental of $130.000. 
seats 1,000. Acme plans extensive 
interior improvements. Lessor ob- 
tained the theatre in 1930. 

Palmetto’s 4th Link 
Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 14. 

Carolina designated as _ topflight 
first run local Wilby-Kincey house, 
city manager R. B. Talbert has an- 
|} nounced. 
cnain’s fourth unit here, begun. 
900-seater, it will be minus 
Spring opening scheduled. 

Manager and five employes of 
Radford (Va.) theatre fined $28 
and costs on Sunday law violation 
charge. Appeal noted with re-hear- 
ing scheduled later in January. 

Parkway, Miami, reopened after 
remodeling, modernization program. 
adding 200 seats, new marquee and 
| projection and sound equipment. 
Dewey Naves has joined night 
| Staff, State, operated by Cherokee 
Amusement Co. at Marshall, N. C. 
House now plays double features two 
| days weekend. 

Wilby-Kincey has begun construc- 
| tion on the new Carolina at Hender- 
| sonville, N. C., replacing house which 
was destroyed by fire several months 
| ago. Since the fire, the theatre has 
| been conducted in a local school 
|}auditorium. H. E. Buchanan re- 
mains in charge as manager. 

New house will seat approximately 
; 900 and will cost around $50,000. 
| Wilby-Kincey’s other Hendersonville 
| house is the State, with Fred Reid, 
former manager of the Strand, Spar- 
| tanburg, aS manager. 





stage. 





Settos’ 1,000-Seater 
Louisville, Jan. 14. 
New house on the main stem to 
iseat around 1,000 is being construct- 


a | 
from | 
| Feb. 22 to April 11, with cash awards | 
numerous | 


an ag- | 
House 


Construction of Palmetto, | 
A 


ed by local capital. House is lo. 
'eated adjacent to the long-estab- 
lished Kentucky theatre, owned and 
| operated by Switow Bros. New 
house understood to be leased by 
Settos Bros., operators of houses in 
Kentucky and Indiana and wil] be 
named the Ohio. 

Latter now operates the Vogue in 
St. Matthews, a suburb of Louisville, 
and formerly operated the old Ohio 
on 4th street before it was razed 
tu make way for a new Woolworth 
store. Expected that house will be 
ready for opening on Derby Day, 
early in May. 





Metzger’s Bowling Alley 
San Diego, Jan. 14. 


Recent acquisition by Fox West 
Coast of Lou Metzger’s Adams, 
which succumbed to competition 
from the circuit’s new State, give the 
|chain 12 situations in the border 
,; community. Metzger still retains 
his first-run Spreckels and _ the 
Broadway and Cabrillo, subsequents, 

Meanwhile he is going in for a 
, large bowling alley which will cover 
| almost an entire block. Cocktail 
lounge, spectators promenade and 
balcony, 10 billiard tables, soft 
drink bar and restaurant will sup- 
pliment the 30 alleys. 








Detroit Lab Change 
Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Former Detroit Fi'm Laboratories 
which went into receivership, will 
be taken over by a new incorporated 
company, General Film Lab. Edwin 
Busby, who was receiver for the old 
company, is general manager of the 
|newly formed organization. 
Taken over in the deal 





was the 


old Fox Film exchange here. The 
|}new outfit will specialize in film 
| processing for the commercial mo- 


tion picture producers centered 
Detroit. 


in 


Terhune’s Transfer 
Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 14. 


| Eddie Terhune, late of the L. L. 

Dent string in Colorado, has joined 
j}its ally here, Nebraska Theatres, 
| Inc., under general manager Howard 
Federer. He has been assigned the 
management of the recently un- 
shuttered Kiva. 

Two of theatre row’s youthful 
managers announced engagements 
this week, with marriages coming 
up soon. Men are Eugene Shana- 
han, of the Nebraska, and Paul An- 
derson, of the Lincoln. 





Wiethe Adds Two 
Columbus, Jan. 14. 
Louis J. Wiethe, young Cincinnati 
exhibitor, has taken ever operations 
of the Cleve and Beechwold nabes 
here, both formerly units in the Mac- 


Donald circuit. Beechwold is now 
|under construction, scheduled to 
open on or about Feb. 10. 

Wiethe owns and operates im the 
Queen City area the Kentucky, West- 
wood, Bond, Roselawn and Derby 
theatres. 

} —_—_ —_—— 
| Montana Screen Club 
Butte, Mont., Jan. 14. 

Montana Screen Club has been 
organized here, Ed Loy, president, 
and Bert Hensen, vice-president. 


| Other officers are Harry Swonson, 
| secretary-treasurer, and Clyde An- 
| derson, publicist. Directorate is 
made up of Anderson, Frank Berry- 
man, Sam Appleman, Joe Kra_her, 
Cordell Enrooth and Frank Larsen. 





Smith’s New House 


Bay City, Texas, Jan 14. 
Weldon Smith will build another 
house here seating about 500. For 


the past four years he has been man- 
ager of the State for Rubin Frels. 


Both the Frels and Long circuits 
have houses here. 
| nn 
Meeker Vice Wood 
Dallas, Jan. 14. 


| Charles R. Meeker, who was ap- 


| pointed last week as the new man- 
ager of the Melba and Tower Thea- 
tres, has been with Interstate Cire 
cuit, Inc., since 1936. 

Meeker replaces the late Ainslee 
Wood, who died Jan. 4. 


Worcester Shifts 

Worcester, Mass., Jan. 14. 
Maurice Druker, assistant manager 
|of Loew's Poli here, transferred to 
| Loew’s State, Cleveland; succeeded 
| by Max Nesvetzky, assistant _ran- 
| ager of Loew’s Elm St. Bob Bergin 
takes Nesvetzky’s post. 


Waring Moves 


Victoria, B. C., Jan. 14. 
George Waring, former manager of 
|the Empress and Avenue in Van- 
| couver, has taken over managership 
of the newly opened York theatre 
here. 
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Stage Shows Again Prop Up Chi; 


‘Santa Fe-Vaude 


A0G, ‘News’-Unit 


$70,000, Navy’-Gray Gordon $19,500 








Chicago, Jan. 14. 


Two stage attractions rate as the 
particular boxoffice interest of the 
current week, making the figures at 
the State-Lake and Oriental large 
and round to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. Gray Gordon orchestra, 
rather new to Chicago, is giving the 
State-Lake a nifty session. Mean- 
time, the Oriental. which has been 
having pretty much of a struggle of 
it for the past few months, is getting 
plenty of new life currently with the 
A. B. Marcus show, tagged ‘Conti- 
nental Revue.” ; 

On the picture side the best bet is 
‘Santa Fe Trail’ in the Chicago. Pic- | 
ture has drawn rave reports and, 
word-of-mouth, and is a beauty at, 
the wicket. Looks for a real stay in| 
the loop. not only in the Chicago but | 
in the likely hold-over spots. | 

Continuing at a brilliant pace is| 
‘Kitty Foyle.’ Much must be said for | 
the bang-un job Tom Gorman, RKO 
midwest chief. is doing to keep public 
interest white-hot on this item. Has 
tie-ups all over the place and the 
picture seems a cinch to smash 
through for four or more weeks in 
the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Love Neighbor’ (Par). This is 
third loop session, coming over from 
fortnight in the Chicago, and headed 
here for $5,000, neat. Last week, | 
‘Arizona’ (Col) finished excellent 
three-week stay to nifty $5,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and stage show. Ink 
Spots headlining and adding con- 
siderably to the take. Headed for 
$40,000. fine. Last week, ‘Love Neigh- | 
bor’ (Par), finished two weeks to) 
good $32.000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). Second week | 
here and fourth in loop. Holding to! 
satisfactory $4,500. Last week man- 
aged all right $6,200. - | 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Behind News’ (Rep) and A. B. 
Marcus ‘Continental Revue’ on stage. | 
On sole strength of the unit, house 
is pounding to bang-up $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Tropics’ (U) and vaude 
headed by Thurston’s magic act and 
Mills Bros., managed good $18,700. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— | 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm | 
Springs’ (RKO) (2d wk). Former is| 
a smash winner, especially because | 
of excellent exploitation and district | 
office build-up. Going to brilliant 
$18,000 currently following wallop- | 
ing $23,700 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 
75)—‘Bagdad’ (UA) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing to bright $7,500 currently, follow- 
ing neat take last week of $11,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— | 
‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) 
and vaude. Gray Gordon orchestra 
headlining, and accounting for the| 
bulk of the trade. Fine $19,500. Last | 
week, ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) and Fats | 
Waller headlining, turned 
$17.700. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | 
35-55-65-75) —‘Comrade xX’ (M-G). 
Clark Gable moniker is considerable 
boxoffice item and on this strength 
holding over. Figures for $8,000, 
good. currently, following snappy 
$13,500 last week. 








in good 





‘WEST’ 106, ‘VICTORY’ 
$9,500, BALTO SWELL 


Baltimore, Jan. 14. 

_Evening-out process following pre- 
viously shifted openings to accommo- | 
date holiday bookings taking place 
here, with most of the h.o. pix stay- 
ing on for added days, to start again 
with traditional week-end openings. 
Biggest news of the town is ‘North 
West Mounted,’ starting a third week | 
today after hanging up a house rec- 
ord at the amply seated Stanley, on 
{ts initial sesh. Biz continues extra 
steady, and a four-week stanza seems 
in the bag. 

Also highly successful is ‘Kitty 
Foyle,’ figured to stay at the combo 
Hipp 10 days, but extended because 
of extra heavy action to total of 16 
Playing days. ‘Victory,’ at Keith's, 
given a rousing critical response and 
fairly consistent action at the b.o. Biz 
all around healthiest in weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-28- | 
44)—Go West’ (M-G). Attracting 
steady trade and indicating all right 
$10,000. Last week, 10 days of ‘Com- 





rade X’ (M-G) garnered an okay 
total of $12,700. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 


15-28-33-39-44)—'Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) plus vaude. Figured to stay 
total of 16 days with strong current 
take added to big $18,000 on opening | 
round fisured to mount to rosy total 
of $33.000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Victory’ (Par). Rous- 
ng response from crix and very 
steady action at the wicket, with nice 


| morrow 


| —'Kitty Foyte’ (RKO). 


| days with personal 


v 


$9,500 indicated for the week. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Woman’ (U) drew 
modest $5,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 
44)—'Tall, Dark’ (20th). 


15-28-35- 
Opening to- 
(15) after two weeks of 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) to steady total 
of $11,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55 )—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (3d 
week). Making b.o, history here 
with record-breaking $21,000 chalked 
up on opening round and $12,000 on 
second, with action still steady and 
unabated. 





‘NANETTE -RAFT 


186, CLEVE. 
PEPPY 


Cleveland, Jan. 14. 

Sonja Henie’s ice revue at Arena 
and International Expo at civic audi- 
torium are putting up opposish that’s 
being felt, but theatre biz is still 
forging ahead for some nice figures. 
George Raft’s p.a. at RKO Palace 
stiffening ‘No, No, Nanette’ for 
most of the gravy. ‘Flight Command’ 
at State and ‘Kitty Foyle’ at Hipp 
also showing plenty power. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). Around 
$3,000, okay for third stanza, after 
smart going at Hipp. Last week 
‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue), 
just average $2,800. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-55-42-55) 
Swell open- 
romantic fans, and 
should smack out fine $14,000 or 
over. Last week ‘Santa Fe Trail’ 
(WB) on second round, $11,000, 
sweet. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Nanette’ (RKO) plus George 
Raft in vaudeville. Latter made him- 
self a fave with charity appearance 
here last season, and profiting from 
it by garnering probably $18,000. 
Last week ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) 
backed by Glen Gray’s orchestra, 
surprised with big $19,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Flight Command’ (M-G). Catching 
a cloud full of $14,000, satisfactory. 
Last week ‘Comrade X’ (M-G), ter- 
rific $22,000, one of highest grosses 
in last two years. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Not slowing up a bit with $6,500 in 
the bag, and may get a h.o. Last 
week ‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) (2d wk), 
very worthwhile at $8,000 for 10 days. 


‘FLIGHT COMMAND’ FINE 





ing, liked by 





$7,500 IN MEMPHIS, 





Memphis, Jan. 14. 
‘Flight Command’ at Loew’s Palace 
is the week’s big noise. 
to good ‘iotices, Naval air film is 
doing better than any Robert Taylor 
vehicle here in a vear or more. 


*‘Hudson’s Bay,’ at Loew’s State, | 
| and ‘Second Chorus,’ at New Malco, 


are making a moderate showing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). 
performance well liked and general 
impression satisfactory for about 
$5,400. Last week, ‘Comrade X’ 
(M-G), 10 days, splendid $8,500. 
Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—Santa Fe Trail’ (WB). H.o. for 
five days and will get $3,000 in ab- 
breviated week. Last week, $8,200, 
nine days and a previe ’, swell 
New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—Second Chorus’ (Par). As- 
taire-Goddard combine showing fair- 
ly well for about $5,500. Last week, 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col), seven 
days, plus two-day sandwiched re- 
turn engagement on ‘North West 


| Mounted’ (Par), $7,500, Me? good. 


Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—‘Flight 
This one is in for sock week at 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
(RKO), extended run to 10 days for 
$6,700, good. 

Strand (Lightman) 
33)—‘Wildcat Tucson’ 


Command’ 


(1,000; 10-22- 
(Col), three 
appearances of 
Bill Elliott; ‘Lone Wolf’s Date’ (Col), 
two days; and ‘Great Plane Robbery’ 
(Col), two days. Western star's p.a. 
giving this one like better than aver- 
age week at $2,000. Last week, 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2nd run), three 
days; ‘Who Killed Maggie’ (Rep), 
two days; and ‘Friendly Neighbors’ 
(Rep), two days, $1,500, down a bit. 


Taking off | 


Muni | 


(M-G). | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Jan. 16 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(14th wk). 

Broadway—'Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(10th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Flight Command’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Vaniery Dec. 18) 

Criterion—‘Behind the News’ 
(Rep) (15). 

(Reviewed tn Variety Dec. 25) 

Globe—‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(4th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G (4th wk). 

Palace—‘She Couldn't Say No’ 
CWB). 

Paramount — ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) (15). 

(Reviewed in Vanriery Dec. 4) 


Rialto—‘Convoy’ (RKO) (15). 
} (Reviewed in Variety June 26) 


(UA) 


Rivoli—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Hudso..’s Bay’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Four Mothers’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 


Week of Jan. 23 


Astor — ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(15th wk). 


Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(1lth wk). 

Capitol — ‘Flight 
(M-G) (2d wk). 


Criterion—A Night at Earl 
Carroll's’ (Par) (22). 
(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 20) 


Globe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(5th wk). 


Music Hali—‘Arizona’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 20) 


Paramount — ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 


Rivoli— Kitty 
(3d wk). 


Roxy—Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some’ (20th) (24). 


Strand—‘High Sierra’ 
(24). 


BENNY - ALLEN 


FINE 206, 
D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
It must be pre-Inaugural visitors, 


Command’ 


Foyle’ (RKO) 


(WB) 














their peak yet. Maybe it’s just a 
carnival spirit getting under way. In 


higher all along the mainstem. 

Tops is ‘Love Thy 
Earle, WB vaude house, 
| West’ at Capitol, 
'close second. Only other newcomer 
is ‘Land of Liberty’ at Columbia, 
normally 
Documentary historical montage got 
swell reviews and all papers did 
what they could to emphasize dozens 
of stars apnearing for brief scenes. 
Result is at least house average for 
non-fiction pic. 

‘Comrade X,’ 





with ‘Go 


‘Kitty Foyle’ and 
all sailing merrily after strong 10- 
day stanzas launched New Year’s 
Eve. All estimates for last week in- 
| clude midnight New Year’s show and 
are for nine or 10 days. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capite!l (Loew) (3,434: 28-39-44-66) 
—'Go West’ (M-G) and vaude. It’s 
all up to the Marx Bros. and they'll 
pull solid $18,000. Last week, ‘Flight 
Command’ (M-G) rode in on recent 
local world premiere bally for 10 
days to nice $28,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,23 
‘Land of Liberty’ (M-G). 
views and ballyhoo on star roster 
offsetting educational stigma for 
average $4,500. Last week, ‘Tin Pan 
| Alley’ (20th) (2d run) took good 
$6,500 for 10 days. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
| ‘ove Neighbor’ (Par) and vaude. 
| Benny-Allen feud leading town with 
strong $20,000. Last week, ‘Santa Fe’ 
| (WB), hefty $30,500 for 10 days. 
| Kelth’s (RKO) (1.830; 39-55)— 
| ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) (2d wk). Hold- 
ling toward swell $13.500. Last week 
| same pic pocketed big $18,500 for 10 
| days. 





: 28-44)- 
Strong re- 


| Met (WB) (1.600; 28-44)—‘Santa 
| Fe’ (WB) (2d run). Tossed in day! 
following Earle run and will see big 
|$7,000. Last week, ‘Here Comes 
Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) lasted nine 
days at solid $6,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242: 39-55)— 


‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing for good $11.000. Last week same 
} pic took big $22,000 in nine days. 


Okay Pix OK in N. Y.; Muni Fancy 
$45,000, ‘Foyle’ Good 356, ‘Philly’ 
3d Big 956, ‘Mothers -Kaye, $32,000 





(Best Exploitation: Rivoli) 


Since the first of the year, grosses 
on Broadway have dropped, as is to 
be expected after the holidays, but 
where the pictures have more than 
the ordinary pull business is good. 
It is nothing short of sensational in 
at least one spot, the Music Hall, 
which is drawing heavily with 
‘Philadelphia Story,’ now in its third 
week at the theatre. While week- 
days haven't been quite up to expec- 
tations except at a few houses, with 
Monday (13) off a lot, the weekend 
(11-12) was peppy all over. 

‘Philly’ will get $95,000 this week, 
immense, and goes a fourth. Only 
four other films have played the 
Hall beyond 21-day engagements, re- 
markable in itself. The Hepburn 
starrer got $130,000 the first week, 
second best in money here for all 
time, and last week (2d) the gross 
was $111,000. 

No less outstanding has been the 
28-day run of ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ 
a big draw nationally, plus the 
Tommy Dorsey band, at the Para- 
mount, which pulled stakes last 
night (Tues.) with $32,500 nabbed 
for the final round. It got $52,000 
last week, $78,000 the second (a new 
high) and $63,000 for the _ initial 
seven days for a grand total of 
$226,000. 

New shows this week include 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ at the Roxy, which 
is demonstrating strong pull at the 
boxoffice; ‘Kitty Foyle,’ equally 
sturdy on draw at the Rivoli, and 
‘Four Mothers,’ plus Sammy Kaye, 
at the Strand, which is somewhat 
under expectations, 

‘Bay’ will hit about $45,000. 
‘Foyle’ ran to a good $35,000 on its 
first seven days through last night 
(Tues.), and ‘Mothers’-Kaye  sug- 
gests $32,000, maybe a little over. All 
hold over. 

The Capitol is on its final day to- 
day (Wed.) with ‘Comrade X,’ which 





| better 


has been a fine profit-getter at this 
straight filmer. Picture goes eight 
days to bring the house back to its 
former Thursday opening tomorrow, 
when ‘Flight Command’ comes in. 
The concluding eight days will be 
than $20,000. The second 
week was $35,000. while the first 
was close to $50,000. 

‘Night Train,’ on which the Globe 
has been spending much more than 
usual in advertising, continues a 
juicy b.o. morsel and this week, its 
third, should add to $9,500, follow- 
ing a second of $11,500. It holds a 
fourth. House is showing plenty of 
profit at these figures. 

State is currently making a good 
bid for patronage with ‘Third Finger, 





: | money 
although the hotels aren’t even near | 


any event, the b.o. is up and climbing | 


’ } Astor 
Loew's vauder, a| , 


Loew’s second-run house. | yeop'; week, the 12th. 


‘Santa Fe Trail,’ the holdovers, are} 


| $2.20) — 


| (Wed.). 


| ahead, on_ its 


Left Hand’ and will be well in the 
with about $25,000 on the 
week. The Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis or- 
chestra, Harriet Hoctor and Gus Van 


|are on the vaude bill. 


‘Fantasia,’ 


two-a-daying at 
Broadway, 


was 


the 
capacity over the 


| holidays, but has taken a dip since 
Neighbor’ at| 


then, last week (9) being $21,000, but 
still a fine profit. ‘Dictator’ at the 
also on a roadshow basis, 
went to $15,000 last week, its 13th, 
but here also there is substantial 
profit. House got $21,100 on New 


‘Kitty Foyle,’ RKO and the Rivoli 
management scored the highest on 
exploitation this week among the 
new shows that came in. 


| Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (14th wk). Last 
week (13th) $15,000, good 


was $21,100, not far from the opening 
week when film also was at the 


Capitol. 


Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 


wk). About $6,500 under capacity, 


but at $21,000 last week (9th) a very | 


fs00a money-maker. At 50% of this 
figure would still be on the right side 
of the ledgers 


Capitol (4.520: 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) | 


‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (3d-final wk). 
For windup eight days will be 
$25,000, good Prior two 
weeks were close to $50,000 (1st wk), 
$35,000 (2d wk). On the run a hand- 
some hunk of black. ‘Flight Com- 
mand’ (M-G) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ) 

Criterion (1,662: 28-44-55-65 )—‘Be- 
hind the News’ (Rep) opens today 
‘Texas Rangers Ride Again’ 
(Par) did pretty well on its week 
ending last night (Tues.), $7,500. In 
second lap, 
Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). got over $8.000 


around 


Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Night | 
| Train’ (20th) (3d week). Maintains } 
strong pace, approximately $9,500 


seen for this week (3d). 
was $11,500. 

Palace (1.700: 20-35-55)—‘No, 
Nanette’ (RKO) (2d 
of Black Parrot’ (WB) 
dualed. This pair will account for 
probable $8.000, okay. Last week, 
‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘One Nicht in 
Tropics’ (U), both 2d run, $7.200 

Paramount (3,664: 35-55-85-99) - 


Last week 


No, 
run) and ‘Case 


‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and the Herry 
' James band open here today (Wed.), 


after four stirring weeks with ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey, which garnered the terrific 
sum of $226,000 on the 28-day run. 
Final week was $32,500, the third 
$52,500. Dorsey has played this house 
so many times he’s beginning to look 
like a reissue. He was here once 
before on a four-week run with a 
strong picture. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
‘(M-G) and stage show (3d week). A 
mighty b.o. entry, the third (current) 
stanza auguring a big $95,000. Last 
week (2d) was $111,000, sensational 


for the first week in Jan. Remains 
a fourth. 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘Invisible 
Woman’ (U). On eight days a good 


$9,000. Last week, ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) 
was $6,500, fair. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99)—‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (RKO) (2d wk). Begins the 
second rubber this morning (Wed.) 
after coming through on a little slam 
the first seven days, ending last 
night (Tues.), $35,000. Behind that, 
the third week for ‘Victory’ (Par), 
$12,000, light. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85)—‘Hud- 
son's Bay’ (20th) and stage show. 
Muni getting a steady play for about 
$45,000 on the first week, very good 
takings, and wil!l hold. ‘Chad Hanna’ 
(20th), in ahead, went eight days on 
its second week, getting a fine $43.- 
000 for that pericd following a smash 
$68,500 the first seven days. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) — 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, Harriet Hoctor 
and Gus Van in person. Turnstiles 
playing a merry tune this week, $25,- 
000 or better. Last week, ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ (M-G) (2d run), with Little 
Jack Little, Estelle Taylor and Three 
Stooges on stage, short of $20,000, a 
bit disappointing though o.k. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and Sammy 
Kaye. Not quite up to expectations, 
but satisfactory at $32,000, perhaps 
a shade above. Holds over. ‘Santa 
Fe’ (WB), with Abe Lyman on the 
stage, got $29,000 on the final (3d 
week). Film is an _ outstanding 
grosser throughout the country. 


Flight’ Neat 116, 
Kitty, ‘Neighbor’ 
H.0.s Strong, K.C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
New films are headed by ‘Flight 
Command’ at the Midland, while ‘Li'l 














| profit. | 
| Prior (12th) week over New Year's 


(10th | 


‘Little | 


(1st run), | 


Abner’ at the Uptown and Esquire 
|is proving a bit of a surprise. The 
comic strip take-off was set as a 
filler for a five-day stretch, but is 
| likely to play six or seven. 
| ‘Kitty Foyle’ at the Orpheum and 
|‘Love Thy Neighbor’ at the Newman 
are holdovers, and both look certain 
for added business. ‘Kitty’ is but a 
shade under the initial week and is 
the best piece of film the Orpheum 
has had in weeks. The Benny-Allen 
opus is carrying through a third, if 
short, week and gave an excellent 
account of itself in two previous 
weeks at the Ne man. 

Bit of outside competition is in for 
six days at the Pla-Mor. where the 
|‘Ice Capades’ troune holds forth at 
prices from 55¢ to $1.75. 


Estimates for This Week 
| Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2.043; 10-28-44)—‘Li'l 


Abner’ (RKO). Doing a better-than- 
|}expected job with $5,500 in six days. 


Last week, ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th), 
played nine days to satisfactory 
$9,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4.101: 10-28-44) 
i ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Keep- 
ing Company’ (M-G). May hit $11.- 
000, neat. Last week, ‘Comrade X’ 
|(M-G) and “Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
stayed for 10 days and brought ina 
creditable $10,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
| 28-44 )—"Love Neighbor’ (Par). Stay- 
ling five days of a third week, and 
'will get around $4,000, very good 
following opening and second weeks 
lof $10.700 and $8.000. House brings 
in ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) Wednesday 


} 


(15). 

| Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 10-28-44) 
|—Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). Completed 
|a two-week run Monday (13), with 


receipts from the second week only 
a shade under the opener. Starter 
of $9,500 and second week of $8.590 
| are certain to result in a third week 
| for the film. 


Tower (Joffee) (2.110; 10-30) — 
‘Shayne Detective’ (20th) ond stage 
bill. Getting a mild $5500. Last 
week. ‘Cherokee’ (Par) ore vaude 
came along similarly to $5,700 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 15. 


1911 





‘Margie -Holtz Unit 


Terrif $14,000 


‘Alley’ Immense $11,000, Mpls. Okay 


Minneapolis. Jan. 14. 
The Minnesota's Lou Holtz Holly- 
wood unit, with Wendy Barrie, Lola 
Lane and Arline Judge, and the 


State’s ‘Tin Pan Alley’ are locking 
horns in a fight to top the current 
boxoffice competition. However, the 
stage show, heavily loaded with 

mes. is well out in front. At that, 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ is giving a fine ac- 
count of itself and between it and | 
the Holtz array much of the avail- | 
able patronage is being hogged. 
Makes the going plenty tough for 
all other attractions. 

‘Ari zona’ and ‘A Night at Ear] 
Car rol: at the Orpheum and Go- 
Pp respectively, are being left in 
the ‘Suet, but the loop’s two hold- 
overs. ‘Comrade X’ and ‘Thief of 


Bagdad,’ continue to hang on grimly 


in the face of the heavy Minnesota 
and State opposition. 
While the Minnesota has the stage 


itself this week, its 
monopoly will be short-lived. Next 
Friday Orphe um comes to the 
front with Cab Calloway against the | 
Minnesota’s Marcus Show, while the | 
following week the stage show bat- | 
tle will continue with Joe roe | 

| 

| 

| 


show spotlight to 


the 


the ‘Three Stooges’ and Andrew Sis- | 
ters at the Ornheum in opposition 
to the Minnesota’s Sally Rand. Also 
Ruth Chatterton comes this week, 
end Lunt and Fo.itanne the ensuing 
week to the Lyceum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 
*Blondie Servant’ (Col) and ‘Ellery 
Qieen’ (Col), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col) and 
‘Couldn't Savy No’ (WB), also dual 
first-runs. Getting heavy play 
should reach good $2,200. Tast week 
*‘Rugitive Prison Camp’ (Col) and 
*Hulla baloo’ ( M- G), dual first-runs, 
eniit w “Wolf Date’ (Col) and ‘Jen- 
nie’ (20th ), © dual first-runs, okay 
$1.800 
Century _¢Par-Sit cer) (1,600: 
44)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) (2d 
Holding up well after eight d 
nifty Yea eve at State, 
whence oved here. Heading for 
good $4.00. Last week ‘Love Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) (2d wk). good $4.700, in- 
cluding New Ye: eve midnight 
show after satisfactory $7,500 
week at State. 
Esouire (Ber 
‘Missing People’ ‘Chamber of Hor- 
‘ors’ (Mono). Came in Sunday (12). 
‘Pigskin Parade’ (Par) (r 
$700. okay. Last week. 
Eighth Wife’ (re-issue), $600, mild. 
Gepher ‘(Par-Singer) (998: 28)- 
‘Earl Carroll's’ (Par). Will do well 
to reach moderate $2.400. Last week 
‘Here Comes Navv’ (WB) (re-issue), 
five. days, and ‘East River’ (WB), 
four days. fair $3,000. 
Minnesota ‘(Middle St: 
28-39 \—‘Margie’ (U) 
Wendy 


28- 
wk). 
avs and 


J¢ V rc 


rs 


ter) (290: 15-20)— 


‘Bluebeard’s 


ites) (4,000: 
and Lou Holtz 
Barrie, Lola Lane and Arline 
Judge on stave Stage show very 
well liked. Zoning toward $14.000, 
terrific, considering low scale and the 
Last week ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) 
Ken Murray Dixie Dunbar, 
th Petty, etc., on stage. Opening 
1 started Ne Year’s eve and ran 
lays, with last three days spoil- 
he: Ith boxoffice 


Ithy week's show- 
ng and leaving 


undoubtedly 
in red at $13,500 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 
44-55)—‘Arizona’ (Col) Pic pra 
bv 
office 
each 
vet k ‘“¢ 
lesen, 
te. on 


r 


house 


39- 
sed 
box- 
Minnesota 
Will stretch to 
10 days Last 
Go West’ (M-C) and Gertrude 
Ada Leonard, Frank Gaby, 
stage. good $11. 000 with New 
ar’s eve and 55c, scale helping. 
State (‘(Par-Singer) (2.800: 
44)—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Re- 
viewers have gone town for it 
and word-of-mouth praise stimulat- 
ing teke. Headed for ver $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Comrade X’” «(M-G) 
focd $10,200 in eight days and New 
Yerr’s eve t Owings 

Uptown (Par) (1.200: 28-39) 
*Arise Love’ (Par) split with ‘Zorro’ 
(20th). First neighborhood show- 
Ings Okay $2 ated Last 
week ‘North Mounted’ (Par), 
first ee wi nary showing, very big 
$3.500, including New Year's eve 
midnight. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes )}—‘Bag- 
dad’ (UA) (3d wk). Starting to slip 
and nearly at end of rope. Should 
hit good $2,000 after good $3,000 sec- 
ond week. 


‘NELLIE’ 


‘Santa Fe’ H. 
‘Chad’ 


critics, but having rough 
sailing in face of 
tate opvvosition 


$6.500 in 


Se 


mild 


a OE 


to 


} tht 
dnig 


500 nai¢ 


west 


20G IN B’KLYN 


O., Strong $17,000— 
Bright $15,500 
Brooklyn, Jan. 
Fabian Paramount holding 
Thy Neighbor’ and ‘South of Suez’ 
for a third week, and Fabian Fox 


14. 


is in second stanza of ‘Santa Fe 
Trail’ and ‘Always a Bride.’ Loew’s 
Metropolitan is the top. grosser, 


however, with ‘Little Nellie Kelly’ 
and ‘Son of Monte Cristo.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Romance 


| 
15-28) — | 


first | 


e-issue) got | 


28-39- | 


‘Love 


} one 





Rio Grande’ (20th). Satisfactory 
$15.500. Last week, ‘Nanette’ (RKO) 
and ‘Private Detective’ (20th), good 
$18,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,098: 25-35-50)— 
i‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) and ‘Always 
| Bride’ (WB) (2d wk.). Good $17,- 
000 after magnificent $28,000 on the 
first wound. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618: 25-35-50) 


‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Son Monte 
Cristo’ (UA). Splendid $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA), okay $18 9) 
Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Love Neighbor’ tvar) iid 
‘South Suez’ (WB) (3d wk.). Satis- 
factory $13,000. Last week, $18,000, 


good. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col) and ‘Misbe- | 
having Husbands’ (PRC). Quiet $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Devil's Pipeline’ 
(U) and ‘I Murderer’ (Ind), okay 
| $5,000. 


Sally Rand Aids 


‘Company to 176, 
Cincy in Clover 





Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 


Cinema trade on the upturn, in 


| stride with burg’s general biz climb. 


B.o. of major houses currently main- 


taining zippy tempo of New Year's | 
| week 
and ! 


‘Kitty Foyle’ 
pack with a wham 
‘Flight Command’ is 
good at the Palace. Other 
holdovers. ‘Gone With 
showing so much strength in its third 
week, advertised as final, that the pic 
will hold for another week or longer. 

Ace magnet this week is Sally 
Rand, whose revue is linked with 
‘Keeping Company’ at the Shubert. 
Take is almost double for the the- 
atre over last week and close to Miss 
Rand’s hefty take on her original 
Cincy visit four years ago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). Wham $15,000. 
Last week ‘Love Neighbor’ (Par), 
eight and -ne-half days, big $16.000. 

Capitol) RKO) (2,000: 50-55-65)— 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Very good $10,000. Advertised as 
final week, but will hold at least an- 


Albee 
doing 


figure. 
fairly 


Wind’ is 


other seven days. Last week (2d), 
excellent $11,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Plane Robbery’ (Col) and ‘Misbe- 
having Husbands’ (Ind). split with 
‘Won't Talk’ (Col) and ‘Double Trou- 
ble’ (Mon). Above average $2,200. 
Same last week for ‘Wolf Date’ (Col) 


and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), divided 
with ‘Cherokee’ (Par) and ‘Pride | 
Bowery’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Comrade X’ (M-G). Moveover from 
Palace for second week. Fair $4,000. 
Last week ‘Son Monte Cristo’ (UA), 
nine davs, mild $5,000 

Keith’s ‘Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50> 


| —'Love Neighbor’ 


is heading the pic | 
/ 40) 


spots have | 


(Par). Switched 
Albee for second week. Fair 

Last week ‘Santa Fe Trail’ 
(WB) (2d run), fine $6,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 
‘son Monte Cristo’ (UA). Transferred 
from Grand for second session. Bru- 
tal $2,200. Last week ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G), 
day run at the Palace, swell $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G). Fairly 


from 
$4,000. 


good $9,000. Last week Senne x° 


(M-G), eight and one-half days, big 
$16,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 44-60 )— 


‘Keeping Company’ (M- G) and Sally 
Rand revue, with Bobby Ilay added. 
Dandy publicity breaks in the dailies, 
including first-pagers; rousing notices 
by crix and lots of customer praise. 
Standees Saturday (11) and Sunday | 
(12). Socko $17,000, within $1,000 of | 
the fan-and-bubble 
her initial engagement at this house 
in 37. Last week ‘Spitfire’ (RKO) 
and ‘Streets P ris’ unit, poor $9,500. 


WEST’ $8,200, 


INDPLS. OKAY 


Indianapolis, 





Jan. 14. 

It’s a 
sector, but there’s enough circula- | 
tion among the ticket buyers to in- 


sure a profit in each house. 


the Marx Brothers in ‘Go West’ 
dualled with ‘Land of Liberty.’ In- | 


diana runs close behind with ‘Four | 


Mothers’ and ‘Street of Memories.’ 
Lyric is healthier than usual with 
credit given to Raymond Scott or- 


tive’ on the screen. Circle lags along 


|in show money with ‘Bank Dick’ and | 


‘One Night in Tropics.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Circie ‘(Katz-Dolle) 
—Bank Dick’ (U) 
Tropics’ (U). Fair $7,200. Last 
week, ‘Love Neighbor’ 
‘Meet Wildcat’ (U) (2d 
$6.300. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
‘Street Memories’ (WB). 


and ‘Night 


wk), okay 


Last week ‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) and 
March Time, 10 days, slick $13,000. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—'Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Land Lib- 
erty’ (M-G). Healthier than previous 
Marx Brothers efforts for okay 
$8.200. Last week ‘Comrade X’ 
(M-G) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ 
10 days, very good $14,500. 

Lyric ‘Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Private Detective’ (WB) and Ray- 
mond Scott orchestra. Profitable 
$11,000, with credit given to 
band. Last week ‘Jennie’ (20th) and 
Marcus Show, fair $8,200, in the 
black. 


FLIGHT COMMAND’ IS 





LINCOLN’S BEST, $4,200 


Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 14. 
Everything turned Holly wood- 
conscious here today (14), what with 


the world preem of ‘Cheers for Miss 


Bishop’ being the film row cham- 
pion. It’s in the Stuart and Ne- 
braska theatres, with a possibility of 


an overflow showing at the Lincoln 


— “Snez-Weems Sock nC, Pitt. 


‘Bagdad’ $16,500 — ‘Flight’ 


H.O.s 


and ‘Comrade’ 


Very Sturdy 


Jan. 
booming generally this 
feeling persists here that 
general prosperity is at 
being reflected at the 
theatres are last to feel] any 
that’s been the case at 
much as_ industries 
peak locally for 
Not until now, however, has 
the big payroll managed to 

way into the movie till. 
Stanley going 

Ted Weems 

Suez,” run 


Pittsburgh, 14. 
Biz 

and 

trict's 


0.0 


been at months 
any 


find 


great guns 
band and ‘So 
ning way al 
figure last season and 
‘Beat the Band’ radio program 
upped his marquee potency. 
of Bagdad’ is doing swell at 
and is a cinch to hold over 
other house. Of the 
i ‘Comrade X’ 
| mand’ 
| Fulton, 
| Others are hitting on all eight. 
disappointment is 
| Senator, doing only fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-40) 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) (2d wk). 
ing off sharply after big 
(holiday) session. Lukewarm 
tion to this one from both press and 
| public. and doubtful if it'll 
1$3,.500 on the h.o. Getaway figure 
i was a bit better than $8.500. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50)—‘Bagdad’ (UA). Raves for this 
and a click from the getaway. 
ding for at least $16.500 and mav 


1 
+ 

ith 

uiln 


at Ritz and ‘Hudson’s Bay’ 


He: 


week 
dis- 
le 
last 
Usually 
uptrend 
pres€nt, 
have 


of 
its 


with 
of 
1ead of Weems’ 
indicating his 
has 
‘Thief 
Penn, 
at an- 
three h.o.’s, 
at Warner, ‘Flight Com- 
at 
only latter isn’t up to snuff. | 
Lone 
‘Chad Hanna’ at 


Fall- 
opening 
reac- | 


: ‘Comrade 
reach 


soar even beyond that. Cinch to 

10ve to Warner for h.o. Last week, 
‘Comrade X’ «M-G), in nine days 
se tional at over $25.000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Flight 
Com and (M-G). Brought here 
pening holiday engagement at Stanley. 
Should cover $3,300 with ease, which 
is better than ‘Love Neighbor’ (Par), 
also a h.o. (from Penn), did last 
week in nine days. Benny-Allen 
comedy got $3,700. 

Senator (Harris) (1.700; 25-35-50) 

‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). Notices 
weren't too bad but this out-of-the- 
way spot, taking over sister Alvin's 
product until that house is recon- 


structed, has to give ‘em something 
extra special to get them headed for 
upper Penn avenue. 
indicated, just fair. That’s not 
enough to hold, and ‘Thing Cailed 
Love’ (Col) comes in tomorrow (15). 
Last week, second of ‘Arizona’ (Col), 
at $4.100 n.s.h. for big holiday sesh. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600: 
‘South Suez’ (WB) and Ted Weems. 
First stage show for WB deluxer in 
more than six weeks. Sock stanza 
in sight, around the $22,000 mark, 
‘fine. Last week, ‘Flight Command’ 
(M-G) in nine days, about $15,000. 
Warner ‘WB) (2.000; 25-35-50)— 
X’ (M-G). Moved from 
the Penn and doing a land-office 
trade here. 
Friday (17) for a third week. Should 
have no trouble grinding out $7,500. 


Last week, ‘Santa Fe’ (WB), on 
nine-day h.o. from Stanley, 
£10,000. 

i 


second cun after 20- | 


queen’s tug on | 


| Last week, ‘Hullabaloo’ 
i ‘Fugitive’ 
quiet week in the downtown | 


5 eeu's | pays the bills. 


is out front by a narrow margin with | 


(2,600; 25-30- | 


(Par) and | 


Mild $8,000. | 


(M-G) ting the high spots this week, and 


| are 
| stanzas. 


the | 


biz was the rule. 


at the Mary 
| moveover 


| Brown 
| (1,400; 


Around $4,600 | 


25-40-60 )— | 


itions of 
| ‘Love 


Probably going to Ritz | 


Philly Rosy; ‘Maisie’-Spitalny Neat 


33-40-50)— | 


21,000, ‘Comrade’ 206, #1.0.s Okay 





if the last-minute rush, which is ex- 


pected, materializes. 

‘Flight Command’ 
leader, and ‘Four Mothers’ 
to break the house even. 


the close. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial 
(750; 10-15)—‘Silver Spur’ 
and ‘Plenty Hot’ (Rep) 


rango Kid’ (Col). 
| week, ‘Up in Air’ 
cho Grande’ 
Oklahoma’ 
South’ (RKO), $800, ail right. 
Lincoln (Cooper-Par) (1,503; 10-2 
40)—Flight Command’ (M-G) 


Okay $900. 


200 or better. Last week, 
Neighbor’ (Par), nice $3.900. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236: 10-20-25—‘Mummy’s Hand’ 
and ‘Sandy Man’ (U). 


(U), light $1,700. 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) 

10-25-40) —‘Four Mothers’ 

| Wound 


(M-G), took $3,700. so-so. 


Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 
ee and ‘Be- 

ting along, 
Last week, ‘Swimming Hole’ 
(Col), 


| 20-25) —‘Hit Parade’ 
| hind News’ (Rep). 
| $1,700. 
(Mono) and ‘Escape 


Ge 


Glory’ 


poor $1,000. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40) —‘Kitty Foyle’ 
chestra on stage, plus ‘Private Detec- | week $3,100 after nifty $3,900 for first 


(RKO). 


| stanza. 





Kitty’ Big $10,000, 


Marxes Find 8146, 


L ville Allright 


Louisville, Jan. 14. 
Two deluxe downtowners are hit- 


pointing toward profitable 
‘Kitty Foyle’ at the Rialto 
is a standout, getting a terrific play 
on Saturday (11) when turn-away 
Matinees plenty 
strong, and ‘boy and girl’ dates are 
making the nights forte. ‘Go West’ 
at Loew's State stacking up well, 
with the Marx Brothers garnering 
their usual potent returns. 

‘Hudson’s Bay,’ dualled at 
Strand, is pulling considerably bet- 
ter than average biz, and is headed 
for a bumper figure. ‘Four Mothers’ 
Andersc 1 is n.s.h., 
of ‘Comrade X’ 
Brown is just fair. 

yeek-end weather was unusually 
spring-like. and as per usual, fam- 
ily automobile lured a host of film 
patrons to enjoy the sunshine and 
pleasant driving conditions. 

Estimates for This Week 

(Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) 
15-30-40)—‘Comrade X’ (M- 
G) and ‘Sky Murder’ (Col). Started 
out slowly on moveover, but 
cations point toward fair $2,000 on 
seven days. Last week ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) and ‘Murder New York’ 
(20th) 
ment with okay $3,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
—‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Dreaming 
Loud’ (RKO). Continuing to 
steady pace, heading for okay 
$1,600. Last week ‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB) and ‘Spr ing Parade’ (U), 
shared in the general surge to grab 
fine $2,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3.100: 
30-40)—‘Go West’ (M-G) and 
Liberty:’ Marx Brothers’ 


at the 


15- 
“Land 
antics proy- 


ing strong b.o. draught, and pacing 
for fine $8,500. Last week ‘Comrade 
X’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Murder’ (Col), 


zoomed to bumper $13,000 on 10-day 
run. 
Mary 


Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) 


‘Four Mothers’ (WB). Not 


; setting anything on fire as a single, 


and pacing for medium $3,000. Last 
week ‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) on sec- 


|}ond downtown week managed fine 


$4,000. 

| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40)—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO). 


Femmes are flocking to matinees in | 
great style, and night biz is plenty 


| Strong, as the gals bring their boy | 
| friends to gander the Ginger Rogers | 
| pic. 


Turnaway biz on Saturday (11), 
and pace holding well, with indica- 
slick $10,000. Last week 
Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U). Great $14,000 


|in 10 days. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- | 
| 30-40) —‘ Hudson's 
| ‘Michael Shayne’ 


Bay’ (20th) 
(20th). Stepping 
| out at a surprising rate. and zipping 


close to | | j}along for a splendid $4,500 on seven 
days. 


Last 


reek 


Seven Sinners’ 


is the regular 
crept up 

‘Kitty 
Foyle’ came in very strong for a sec- 
ond week, and ran that way right to 


( Monroe-Noble - Federer) 
(Mono) 
split with | 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono) and ‘Du- 
Last 
(Mono) and ‘Ran- 

(Rep) split with ‘Back | plenty of black ink on the ledgers 
(Mono) and ‘Way Down | 





| ‘Son Cristo’ 


(1.884: a profitable $11,800. 


(WB). 
up with $3,600, which just | 
Last week, ‘Go West’ 


Second 





\‘Santa Fe’ 





the | 


while | 


indi- | 


, wound up long local engage- 


hold | 


| took strong $5,400. 


| days, 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

Biz continues to keep its healthy 
complexion at downtown deluxers 
this sesh. It’s the first week of the 
regime of Maurice Gable, who has 
been placed in charge of mid- ree n 
houses of the Stanley-Warner chai n, 
operator of virtually all the cen tral 
city spots. Gable replaced David 
(Skip) Weshner, who left to become 


exploitation boss for United Artists 
last week. 


Although there is no spectacular 
b.o. in the lot, there is nevertheiess 


Leading the parade is the Earle 


| with a combo of ‘Maisie Was a Lady 
-}and Phil Spitalny’s orchestra, \ 
Doing | |is heading for an okay $21,000 
very well and will wind up w ith $4,- for 


‘Love | 


hich 


Tops 
Straight pix is ‘Comrade xX? 


Other husky grossers are ho of 
|‘Santa Fe Trail’ and ‘Kitty Foy! le,’ 


7) ‘and opener, ‘Son of Monte Cristo.’ 
( | 


Good $2,000. 
(M-G) and 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
(UA). ae in with 
Last week, 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) bowed out in ‘its third 
trip with an okay $6,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 35-46-57) 
—Split week of ‘Xmas July’ (Par) 
and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Satis- 
factory $3,200 for both second runs, 
Last week’s second run showing of 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U), ditto. 


Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-638)~— 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (M-G) (3d wk). Nete 
ting a sweet $11,500, but will be 


pulled Thursday (16) .o make way 
for opening of ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G). Last week’s second try for 
‘Kitty’ a zingy $16,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and Phil Spital- 
ny orchestra. Looks good for neat 
$21,000. Last week, combo of ‘Escape 
Glory’ (Col) and Ozzie Nelson's band 
and Humphrey Bogart’s p.a., was 
brighter with $22,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 35-46-57-68)— 
(WB) (2d wk). Swell 
| $14,000 set for this ride. Last week's 
opener a rousing $23,000. ‘Love Thy 
Neighbor’ (Par) 


unveils tomorrow 

(Wed.). 
Karlton (WB) (1,066: 32-42-57-68) 
|_'Find Out’ (RKO) (2d run). Only 


| weakling in the lot with a sour $2.- 
400. Last week, nine days of second 
run of ‘Second Chorus’ (Par), fair 


| $5,200. 


Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) (2d run). Showing 


| Signs of wear downtown with a sub- 
{par $3,200. 


Last week, ‘Four 
ers’ (WB) only a shade better 
second run’s take of $3,400. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57 
—‘Comrade X’ (M-G). Looks like a 
winner, snagging an even $20.000 at 
the takeoff. Last week, two days of 
a third sprint for ‘Northwest Mount- 


Mot he 
for a 


-68) 


ed’ (Par) brought an okay $4.200 
Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46457)— 
‘Blackout’ (UA). Sombre war theme 
| keeping them away, hitting an un- 
| satisfactory $3,800. Last week. four 
days of the second week of ‘Chad 
Hanna’ (20th), fair $1,800 after a 


socko open ning } Found. 


‘BAGDAD’ STOUT $9,20 


| FLIGHT’ 56, PORT., ORE 


Portland, Ore., Jen. 14 

‘Flight Command’ looks like the 
best bet for the b.o. at the little UA. 
‘Thief of Bagdad’ okay at the Broade- 
way. 

Orpheum’s gone back to vaude in 
place of second feature with ‘Second 
Chorus.’ Other houses holding 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
50)—‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Captain 
Caution’ (UA). Looks like stror 
$5,200. Last week, ‘Comrade X’ 


(M-G) and ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U), held 


three extra days of second week to 
good $4,800 for total of 10 days 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1.500; 
35-40-50 )\—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U). M.o. from 
UA for second week getting nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Love Neighbor’ 
| (Par) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO) closed a 
third week to good $2,800 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen! 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Second Chorus’ 


(Par) with vaude. Fair $3.800. Last 
week, ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) 


and 


|‘World in Flames’ (Par) about $4,000 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) —‘Hudson’s_ Bay’ 
(20th) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col) (ist 
week). Second week still good $4.060. 
First week, with ‘Wolf Date’ (Col) 


United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35- 
| 40-50) —‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and 
‘Wildcat’ (U). In line for great $5.- 
000 and will probably hold. Last 10 
‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Nobody's 
Sweetheart’ (U) made satisfactory 
$6,000 and moved to the Mayfair. 





artd | 


red 
week of 


$4,500 In 


(U) and ‘Give Us Wings’ (U 
in general fine biz on first 
the new year, taking okay 

10 days. 


sha 
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Wednesday, January 15, 1941 
Frisco 0) Pei auiatanes PICTURE 
{ kay, But Needs Product; | a Spee (RKO), big $15,000 GROSSES 11 
| ‘East *Rieee’ (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— nd ° ‘we 
| Submarin Fees and ‘Phantom . ’ 
mr week ‘Ba k “ol). Okay $5,000. Last ° bd S 
e alr Pennatecs Re) (U) and ‘San ? 9 9 9 
neice Decks SS), tae Clee. | ° 6 
et mn \P ‘ 
+ Pn won! ._ at each the'| ] y a IC : eg 
San Francisco, J Memories’ (2 addin, and ‘Street ? 
Biz generally perk Reape K j | to br oi (20th). Still enough pull | ’ ? 
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: and ‘Still Last week, ‘Love Neicht od $7.500 Fifth Avenue (Hamri 30) —Strike Up Band’ (Nv (800; 16- 
@ Neighbor’ (Par)/ green) (2.349; Pa Aa Ever- | ‘Mummy's Hand’ (U) (2 (M-G) and 
4 -50)-—Nanette’ | $1,900. Last week, ) (2d run). Slow 
week, ‘Foreign Corree 


ette’ (RKO) i 
Bays and ‘Still Alive’ (RK | Ali O 
mild $6,500 Alive’ (RKO), | Alive’ (RKO). Fi 
F as << ine $10,509. Last ar ‘ 
i week, ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Saint _ ‘Aunt Maggie’ (Rep), knocked (RK¢ 
Saint out swell $14.000 in 10-day run . ae gh io Grande’ (20th). So pon t { 
’ - s $4,000. ast week ‘Flight Co - 0 den ( JA) and ‘H m , 
F lignt om- (U ) big $2 nar ired W ife’ 
J» ‘5 2,900. 
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One Reef.. Filmed Under Fire,and Narrated Under Fire in London by the Famed War Correspondent of Collier’s Magazine 


Quentin Reynolds 


ANOTHER WARNER WAR SCOOP! 
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French Tale of ‘Affluence’ 





Group of French film and legit players, virtually destitute after 
serving nine months in the French army at about Ic a day. came to 


comparative affluence by forming 


a touring legit company last Sep- 


tember, a member of the group revealed this week upon his New York 


arrival from France. 


Players, headed by Pierre Brasseur, hit on the idea of touring in 
Marcel Archard’s Domino’ while starving together in an 11th century 
castle near Brive in the unoccupied portion of France. Show was on 
the road for two and a half months in all sizes of French towns and 


was sold out in advance wherever 
for amusement, Vladimir Pozner, a 
pany, disclosed. 

Among the difficulties of getting 


it went. People were that hungry 
writer who traveled with the com- 


started was that the players didn’t 


even have ordinary civilian clothes in which to appear on the stage 
and were forced into all sorts of makeshifts. Lack of food and trans- 


portation were other factors. 


Working with Brasseur was his wife, 


Odette Joyeux, Maurice Baquet and Pierre Prevert, in addition to 
players less well known in the U. S. 

Pozner got to this country via North Africa and Lisbon. Among his 
books is ‘Bloody Baron,’ translated into English and published by 
Random House, He’s currently doing another novel for the same outfit 








French Performers 


Stride; Chevalier 


Paris (via Madrid), Dec. 15. 
Through the maze of political in- 
trigues that have retarded the return 
to normalcy of the French Govern- 
ment, Gallic performers are increas- 
ingly rehabilitating themselves. 


Maurice Chevalier, idling on the 


French Riviera since the German oc- | 


cupation of Paris, is back in harness 
in a Marseilles music hall show and 
is slated to return to the French 
capital in February to head a new 
musical at the Casino de Paris. He 
appeared in a Marseilles music hall 
recently, reciting poetry and singing 


some of the numbers which have 
made him such a _ favorite with 
French audiences. 

A couple of weeks ago, Henri 


arna, dir ¢ e Paris Casino, 
Varn lirector of the Par 4 


announced that the French actor 
would head a new show at the Ca- 
sino in February. Although the 


Casino is unshuttered with ‘Loves of 
Paris’ there are no headliners such 
as in the show headed by Chevalier 
and Josephine Baker, which the Ger- 
mans interrupted in June. Some of 
the sketches for the new show are 
already in rehearsal, 

Chevalier recently told pressmen 


that he would leave shortly for 
Switzerland to sing and act for 
French soldiers who have been in- 


terned in Swiss concentration camps. 
Before the . Varna announcement 
Chevalier also said that he would 
only go to Paris ‘if the government 
goes there. We actors should not mix 
acting. with politics.’ 

Miss Baker, who went on the road 
in the free zone after a short 
at Brive, went to Lisbon by plane 
from Toulouse late in November, 
supposedly to return to the United 
States. After a short sojourn in Lis- 
bon, however, she returned to free 
France, where she is presently. 


rest 


Jouvet to Lead Troupe 

Film and stage star Louis Jouvet 
is to lead a theatrical group to South 
America in the spring. He hinted 
that he may try to extend his tour 
to include the U.S. If this trip ma- 
terializes it will be the first French 
theatrical group to leave France 
since the collapse, and it would re- 


place the muchly publicized Sacha 
Guitry tour which never material- 
ized. 

Jouvet, who was in Bordeaux at 
the time of the Armistice and had 
succeeded in getting a visa for the 
U.S., will shortly go on the road it 
both zones with Madeleine Ozeray 
and others of his company. They 
will give ‘Ecole des Femmes,’ Jean 
Giraudoux’ ‘Ondine,’ some Racine 
and Moliere and perhaps ‘Amphi- 


tryon 38,’ all plays he intend 
on his American tour. 

Recently asked what he thought of 
the future of the French theatre, 
Jouvet replied: 

“Briefly this. Art only flourishes 
under protection or oppression. I’m 
confident that the French theatre 
will be protected.” 

Aging Mistinguett and her former 
‘million dollar legs’ are heading a 
hew musical in Lyons with Charles 
Trenet, the ‘singing fool.’ He has a 
new repertoire of popular hits, but 
many who have heard him recently 
Say that he has lost much of the 
Spark and punch of pre-war days. 

The other honey-voiced crooner of 


s to give 


s . . . | 
France, Tino Rossi, is touring from 


town to town with a dose of his 
singing. 

Francoise Rosay  has_ already 
toured 20 free-zone cities with a 


Getting Back In 


in Marseilles Show 


series of sketches, ‘Ce Qu’il ne Faut 
Plus Voir’ (‘What you can no Longer 
See’), written by her husband Jac- 
ques Feyder, It’s a monolog act and 
she stays on the stage for more than 
| one hour by herself. The act is said 
to pe popular. 

Bach, the old French favorite, is 
| Starring in ‘Papillon dit Lyonnais’ in 
| the free zone. Fernandel, the horse- 
| faced comic, is presently engaged in 
|a pict being made in the Marcel 
| Pagnol studio in Marseilles, but he 
|is returning to the stage in a new 
| operetta by Jean Manse with music 
| by Paul Cambo, 

Other Favorites 
favorites in 
icmme 


Other the free zone 
are Mireille, who's 
preparing the music and libretto fou 
a new opeietta in which she will 
take main role. Pauline Carton is 
Theatre age Dix 
Albert Prejean and 
both screensters, are 
the operetta ‘L’Escale 
(rortunate Landing’). 


singer 


touring wilh the 


Ileures troupe. 
Kene Dary, 
touring with 
age Bonuheu 


Max Dearly is starring in ‘Azais’ at | 
Lyons. Screensters Claude Dauphin, 
|tormer Danielle Darrieux leading 


man, and his brother, Jean Nohain, 
and Marguerite Moreno are at the 
Gymnase theatre, Marseilles, with 
the Comediens de France troupe. 


Other free-zone activity is re- 


ported. ‘Majuscule’ (Comma’), writ- | 


|ten before the war and destined for 
a Paris stage, has been presented by 
the Compagnons de France. ‘Trois 
et Une’ (‘Three and One’), written 
by Denys Amiel, is scoring repeated 
successes on the road with Jean 
Pierre Aumont, Robert Lynen, Jean 
Wahl, Assia and Germaine Engel. 
Eve Francis has st»ged Paul Clau- 
del’s ‘Annonce Fait a Marie’ (‘An- 
nouncement made to Mary’) in 


Lyons 


Theatrical activity in Paris is 


showing no letdown, with most of 
the legits again functioning. There 
are about 40 plays, revues, variety 
shows and operettas functioning, not 


to count tthe subsidized theatres. 
Sacha Guitry has put on his new 
play ‘Le Bien Aime’ (The Well 
Loved’), which replaces ‘Florence’ 
and ‘Louise XI’ at the Madeleine. 
The new play deals with the life of 


Louis XV, with Guitry himself tak- 


ing the role of the king Mlie. 
Huguette Duflos carries the role of 
Mme. Pompadour and Elvire Popesco 
that of Marie Letzinska. Others in 
the ca re Guillaume de Saxe, 
Spinelly, Genevieve Guitry and Ger- 

aine Laugie For some unex- 
plained reason the play has only 
received brief newspaper notices 
and has started much gossip. 

Steve Passeul ‘Je Vivrai Un 
Grand Amour’ (CI Will Live a Great 
Love’), which had its debut last 

| spring, has finally been supplanted 


| by Eugene Labiche’s ‘Cetimare le 
Bien Aime’ (‘Well Loved Celimare’), 
with Jeanne Veniat, Jacques Castle- 
lot and Guy Riviere in the cast. 
The Ambassadeurs, the ex-Henry 


Bernstein theatre, is soon to un- 
shutter with ‘Le Rendezvous de 
Senlis’ by Jean Anouilh, with the 
theatre under new management. 
Bernstein is now in America 
Anouilh has a second play, ‘Leo- 
cadia,’ at the Michodiere with an 
|all-star cast made up of Yvonne 
Printemps, Pierre Fresnay, Victor 


Boucher and Marguerite Deval. A 
third Anouilh play is being staged 
at the Atelier, which has recently 
opened with ‘Le Bal des Voleurs,’ 
; (The Crooks’ Ball’). 


Mycroft as Indie 





London, Jan. 14. 
Walter Mycroft, for 10 years direc- 
tor of productions for Associated 
British Picture Corp. at Elstree, has 
resigned. 
He intends 
| dently. 


producing indepen- 





UNCOMPLETED 
FRENCH PIX 


| In one of the first trade info let- 
ters gotten out of occupied France to 
|Jack Forrester, repatriated Ameri- 
|can film producer whose Forrester- 
| Parant Productions in Paris was an 
| elaborate distribution - production 
|setup until the Nazi invasion, states 
that Tobis and Film Alliance have 
taken over uncompleted French pic- 
tures. These two are Nazi units. 
| Among them is ‘Remorque’ (Jean 
|Gabin) and ‘Loi du Nord’ (‘Law of 
/the North’), which Jacques Feyder 
|has completed under Nazi direction. 
Michele Morgan is in that. (She has 
since come to Hollywood for RKO; 
and, incidentally, Feyder is formerly 
a Metro director in Hollywood). 
Still another film now under Nazi 
| direction is Marcel Pagnol’s ‘La Fille 
u Puisatier,’ produced by Fernand 
Rivers, written by Pagnol, with 
'Raimu and Fernandel starred. 
Meantime, Tobis has sent 25 Ger- 
man pictures into the French mar- 
iket, not even dubbed, just with 
| subtitles. 


| But, as an instance of native 
| French preference for its own prod- 
uct, reissues of even the oldest pic- 
tures in unoccupied zones like Mar- 
seilles and Cannes are doing ex- 
traordinary business and command- 
ing almost unbelievable rentals. 
As for former French showmen, 
the Seritzky brothers, owners of one 
of the largest cinema circuits, have 
been stripped of everything. They’re 
in semi-hiding on the Riviera. The 
Salvich Bros. are in Portugal with 
Philippe and Emil Natan, awaiting 
migration to the Americas. Cehnal 
and Raymond Bernard are tfying to 
get to New York. Dorfmann, an- 
other distrib, sold out to Mouret, an 
‘Aryan’ Frenchman, and de Rouvre 
was forced to liquidate his holdings. 











Black-Oiiver Flare-Up 
Forces Hylton to Nix 
Troupe’s Circuit Tour 


London, Dec. 31. 
The differences between George 
Black and Vic Oliver seem to last 
much longer than expected in the 
trade. Earlier, Oliver claimed he 
would never work for Black, but it 


looks like Black is determined Oliver 
will never work for him. 


Jack Hylton, who gets most of the 


British Broadcasting Corp. shows, 
was anxious to secure ‘Hi, Gang,’ 
starring Bebe Daniels, Oliver and 


Ben Lyon, which is conceded to be 
best thing BBC has done to date 
But Black is said to have intimated 
to Hylton that so long as Oliver is 
in the show it will never be booked 
for General Theatres Corp. or Moss 


Empires, both of which are con- 
trolled by hin 
Hylton, therefore, had to bow out 


of the deal. 


NAZIS FINISHING 


Mexican Show Biz 


Has the Jitters 


As Red Labor Czar Denies He'll Quit 





New Mex Deluxer 


Mexico City, Jan. 14. 
| Cine Magerit is the latest deluxe 
cinema to open up here. It is a 
| 3,500-seater, done in Spanish style 
along the best modern lines, and is 
owned and operated by Rafael 
Gomez Laffarga, Spaniard, in the 
local retail boot and shoe biz. House 
opened with RKO’s ‘Lucky Partners.’ 
The Magerit, which brings to 60 
the number of active cinemas ‘here, 
is in the reconditioned 17th-century 
mansion that once was the home of 
| the federal labor department. 


Nazis Become 
Wary of Mex 


Pix Warning 














Mexico City, Jan. 14. 

Nazists and their petticoat aides, 
'a recent enlistment for their drive 
| against pix they no like, have seem- 
|ingly been scared off by the civic 
| government’s warning that it will 
not tolerate disturbances in cinemas 
land that any pic, no matter its po- 
litical background, can be screened 
‘here provided it is im accordance 
with the dictates of decency and 
| good taste. 





| The Hitlerites and their femmes | 


j}have quit up to now after making 
some nuisance when ‘The Great Dic- 
|tator’ (UA) opened at the swanky 
Cine Palacio here, scene of such vio- 
lent ‘Reichists’ outbreaks that ‘“Pas- 
itor Hall’ had to be yanked after 
three days. ‘Dictator’ is going well 
at the b.o. 

Top on this pic has been dropped 
to $2.50 (Mex.) from the initial $3. 


LONDON EXHIBS BACK 
STICKS VS. DISTRIBS 


London, Dec. 31. 
London exhibs are furthering 
squawk of their hinterland brethren 
against renter domination. Metrop- 
olis branch of Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn has petitioned its’ gen- 
eral council to hold a special meet- 
ing on rental argument. 
ing an earlier get-together, London 
exhibs received a flat turndown from 

Kinematographers Renters Society. 





Trouble surrounds attitude KRS 
is taking over cancellations. Exhibs 
are required to divulge personal 


financial dope when seeking release 
contract covering a blitzed 
house. Circuit owners particu- 


larly resentful at this demand. 


from 


are 


London in War Time 


London, Dec. 31 
Though going in for extensive 
weight reducing, all they would a 
cept Henry Sherek for was as Ail 
Raid Warden. But Sherek still has 
hope of joining the Life Guards, the 
regiment he served in during the last 


, " 
war, 


Vaudeville is reaping a golden hart 
vest in small spots unheard of bel 
the war, but now crammed with 


‘evacuces, 


lrish Split With London Due to Denial 
— Of Larger Voice in U.S. Film Buying 


London, Dec. 31. 

Trade worth $1,500,000 may be lost 
to this side by sudden breakaway of 
Irish exhibs into their own organi- 
zation. Demand is for a larger voice 
in film buying. Segregation came 
about under lead of Joseph Stanley, 
chairman of Irish Provincial Exhibs 
Assn, and Joseph Fagan, Theatre and 
Cinema Assn chief, and saw forma- 
tion of a new group, Irish Cinemas 
Assn, combining these split trade 
p Paeees, 


New deal arises as result of Stan-! 


j}ley’s burn at the frozen coin regu- 
lations in force this side and touch- 
ing U. S. distribs. All Irish rental 
monies come new to England, which 
acts as U.. S.-Eire go-between in 
the buying. Stanley wants to make 
all deals directly with America, fol- 
lowing the same setup of freezing 
half total rentals in Ireland, balance 
4to be worked out in either 
between the two countries or invest- 
ments. Affair can be managed by 
having U. S. films consigned directly 
to Ireland for their own handling 


trate, 


+ 
> 


Mexico City, Jan. 14. 

Show biz in general and pix in 
| particular have been jolted into the 
jitters by new moves of Vicente 
Lombardo Toledano and his Con- 
federation of Mexican Workers. 

Mexico’s labor czar, who is an out- 
right adherent of Stalin, it was 
strongly indicated just before the 
new government took office, was 
soon not only to quit the Confedera- 
tion but Mexico as well. His down- 
fall was counted upon soon after the 
turn of the New Year. But he is go- 
ing along stronger and stranger than 
ever. The labor boss has issued a 
statement branding as so much 
| baloney reports that he has decided 

to step down from office, retire to 
| private life and 
| Colombia. 

| This indicates that there is 
not much left of the hope that rose 
just before Dec. 1 that Lombardo 
| Toledano will be kicked out when his 
poms holds its annual election of 
| officers in February. Prospect of the 
Stalinite continuing to carry on 1s 
frankly worrying show biz. 

Pic producers have made good 
their threat to suspend production as 
a move to oust Enrique Solis, head of 
section 2 (producers) of the national 
|pic workers union, whom the pro- 
ducers accuse of obstructing the film 


industry by his ‘radical and selfish 
| tactics.’ 

All work in the studios has stopped. 
Six pix that were to have gone into 
production this month have been 
shelved. So have eight others that 
were to go into the studios between 
now and spring. 

But the producers are hopeful that 
this suspension will only last until 
about March 1. They count upon 
Solis getting a landslide.defeat when 
;his union has its annual picking of 


his home ir 


‘ 
make 


now 


| officers late in February. Yet there 


is some doubt about Solis going out, 
in view of the way the union rallied 
to his support during the open-letter 
war between the producers and the 
union over Solis. 


Cantinflas, Mex Comic, 
Scraps Political Satire 
After Pointed Advice’ 


Mexico City, Jan. 14. 


Cardenas 


When seek- | 


That 


pathizers 


government syme 
who burned whenever re- 
cracked 
strong was 


comedians 
still 


lemonstrated by the forced yanking 


vue theatres or 


On politics, are 


by Cantinflas, tramp comic, at the 
Follies Bergere here of the skit, ‘Los 
Millones de Don Damasco’ (‘Don 
Damasco’s Millions’), 

The skit made fun of Damasco 
Cardenas, the contractor who is the 
brother of the ex-president. Da- 


nasco Cardenas was accused by Gen. 
Juan Andreu Almazan, who lost in 
the presidential election, of whole- 


ile graft in connection with the 


building of the highway between 

‘re and Guadalajara, Mexico's sec- 

ynd The povernment hotly 

\ Za! at itio and is- 

i ng itement pro g tnat 

> ex-president’s  brothe acied 

rab in connection vith this 
contract. 

Ca nflz got gale of laughter 
A the presentation of his skit 
But | golden goose was cooked 
when he was called upon in his 
dressing room by Congressman 
Cesar Cervantes and A. Ochoa Ren- 
teria, leader of the government 
workers’ union, both staunch Care 
denists, and advised pointedly that 
he had better scrap the skit. Can- 
tinflas immediately obeyed. 

Schlets to Resume Tour 

Robert Schle Warner Bros. for- 
eign sales chief, who returned to his 
New York office from Mexico last 
week, now is planning to resume his 


Latin-American tour of inspection in 
February. 


ee ee 


Alfred Sid.ey Raphael, son of 
ercy Raphael, now a pilot in the 
Royal Air Force. 
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| tedious unreeling of obvious situa- 
tions that take too long in the tell- 
ing. It will have to battle for more 


Cheers for Miss Bishop 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


Miniature Reviews 


United Artists release of Richard A./|than nominal biz in the key runs, | . ye ‘ 
Rowland production. Features Martha ! with marquee duoing of Madeleine | ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ (UA). 
a hincuehs “ Raeceaiien te aeons Wie i Fred MacMurray, and | Biography of midwestern teach- 
Tay Garnett. Adaptation by Stephen Vin- | Carroll anc red MacMurray, ateagp Mee = sons sa Prosar a 
cent Benet; screenplay by Adelaide Heil- | the color photography, not sufficient er Nas ; £ . 
bron and Sheridan Gibney, from novel. ! tg overcome the story and direc-| Will get good word-of-mouth. 
‘ > ’ ° : Ss or liri -. | r Senta? j 
viele Pe, a Lg 9 «em 4 ees tional handicaps. } y irginia (Par). Madeleine 
‘amera, al Mohr: f litor, Mis ; | : 
Claxton, Previewed at Ambassador, Jan. Story follows the line of least re- | Carroll, Fred MacMurray and 
10, ’41. Running time, 94 MINS. sistance in its overall setup. There’s Technicolor only selling angles 
aa Ps es vseescesersss pe ee covean | the eternal triangle; showgirl Mote- | in overlong story. 

President Corcoran....... Edmund Gwenn leine Carroll who returns to air- | ‘Four Mothers’ (WB). Another 
Chris Jensen......++e+e: Sterling Holloway | ville to claim her inheritance, an |  enbies with Kates sites ond 
John Stevens..... coeeeeessSidney Blackmer | o]q plantation, which she is deter- gs niin oe 
oe cee reesanesehes Mary Anderson | ined to sell; upstanding young| Gale Page. not up to previous 
mon gs eee «on caus. =~ vad D agian Virginian Fred MacMurray, who| ones, but okay for nabe matinees. 
yelbert OMPSON..eesecees onal JOULIAS ali, avid ay, : : 
Hope Thompson cocccccccsese Marsha Hunt falls in love with the newcomer but | ‘Case of the Black Parrot 
Richard Clark...... congree Oe Heeeee cannot marry because of a marriage | (WB). Mystery thriller that 
gM soenne aire oes a ee ware oe bond; and the rich Yankee, Stirling | will fill in satisfactorily on the 
Anton Radcheck....sseeeee: Knox Manning Hayden, who had previously moved | short end of dualers. 

Snapper MacRae...++--+++++++: eon Arivdee into MacMurray’s former family es- | ‘Maisie Was a Lady’ (M-G). 

Yr S80 MATTEL. .cccccceeeee Vi ick ulh . of aa nee - é : 
Ste women cancastes...... foward Hickman tate. In love with regen AP ous | Best of the Maisie series, with 
Miss Patton.....--++ee++- a sg ete ae “a —. SE cece” ean | inclusion of Lew Ayres adding 
Judge Peters........-. eeee iliam Farnum) riches, iss arro >eS , ae 
Mrs. Peters.......- coanneeee aos, haan Mill | one to the other in confusion es | — ——— Cinch for the | 
President Watts...cccccrsees ohn amilton ° . i) Hav- subsequents. 

; tlle Merre Watk ecially to the audience, unti ay ; 

President ( rowder....++++++-Pierre athin p ait) “fully steps aside in favor } ‘Land of Liberty’ (M-G) | 
ee PTT eee ccccccces Charles Judels | den gracefully steps aside a | 
Stena...... CES talaaghcen hs gare oer of the native son. | Cavaleade of eget! history 
eee meeres ere sstesenests ioasa’ Sala spite i sneral inoccuousness | compi , ast features, 
Buddy Warner... ...o0s.ccsee: Charles Smith Despite its general | compiled from _ pz F 


in story telling, picture has its MO-| ghorts and newsreels. Gocd b.o. 





for profitable biz. Filled with ele- | 
mental situations in both dramatic 
and comedy lines, it carries wide ap- | 
peal for general audiences in the, 
subsequents. 

‘Maisie Was a Lady’ deviates from 
formula followed by its predecessors, 
in that the South Brooklyn showgirl | 
gets involved in a serious romance 
and is left at the finish engaged to 
Lew Ayres. Just how the scripters 
are going to untangie the affair to let 
Miss Sothern continue her escapades 
for further releases of the series is a 
writing problem in itself. 

Miss Sothern is still the provoca- 
tive and perpetually-stranded show- 
girl, When she loses a carnival job 
through the fault of inebriated Lew 


| Ayres, and is bound over to the pay- 


'roll of Ayres 





‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ is a pic- ments in some spontaneous comedy ‘Three Men From. Texas’ 
turization of Bess Streeter Aldrich’s in both dialog and antics by little} (p.-) Very good western in 
biography of a midwestern teacher— Carolyn Lee, the brightest spark in| 4). pil) Boyd-Hopalong Cassidy 
covering a span of half a century— the entire proceedings. = peed os $ 

‘oi in the | hi i -arance, does nobly . - 
from her original enrollment in the’ his first film appearance, | ) : - 
first class to retirement from the col- | with a most unsympathetic role, and Misbehaving Husbands 


lege faculty 50 years later. Neces- merits opportunity for buildup. Lee (Prod). Extremely dull comedy- 


sarily episodic in covering the time Whipper, as the old slave returning drama, but Betty Blythe and 
stretch and filled with incidental hap- home to die provides a strong char- Harry Langdon comebacks o.k. 
penings; story of a woman's burdens acterization in a brief appearance. ‘Robin Hood of the Pecos’ 
and sacrifices—with two frustrated; Miss Carroll’s beauty is accentu- (Rep). Standard westerner star- 
romances included—nevertheless pro- | ated by the Technicolor photogra- ring Roy Rogers and George 


phy, and she struggles valiantly with 
the material at hand. Same holds | 
true of MacMurray, who just gets by | 
as the overemphasized loyal Vir- | 
ginian. Helen Broderick and Paul 
|Hurst team for minor mature rom- 


vides strong appeal for women audi- | 
ences. Without marquee strength, 
picture requires plenty of advance 
selling for key-run openings, but will 
quickly build via word-of-mouth for | 
profitable biz up and down the line. 





‘Gabby’ Hayes. 








Case of the Black Parrot 


Warner Bros. release of First National 





Picture’s basic premise is some-, ance, while Marie Wilson and Tom CW ilttam __ Jacobs) production. Features 
imi ins j } ; illiam sundigan, Maris . Lat 

what similar to ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ Rutherfurd are paired as rich social- | Foy. Jr., Luli Deste, Paul Cavanagh. Di- | 

with switch of main character from | ites addicted to good southern corn | pected by Noel M. Smith; screenplay by 

man to woman, but there the resem- |, likker. Robert E. Kent, from play by Eleanor 


blance ends. ‘Miss Bishop’ is a vis-| Picture was produced mainly in | Robveson Beimont and Harriet Ford and the 





: j ; | ee ae : : novel by Burton FE. Stevenson. Camera, 
ual slice of American midwestern | Virginia in authentic locations. Ted McCord; editor, Thomas Pratt. At 
life and philosophies from the 80s on, | Walt. Palace, N. ¥., dual. week of Jan. 9, ‘41, 
filled with incidents and sidelights | diiacninanieceinaiine Running time: 60 MINS. ; 

i i BO Peer rere er William Lundigan 
that wend leisurely, and at times sen- | 
| 


. (Sandy Vantine...... ccccccceec Maris WIZOR 
timentally, along the path without FOUR MOTHERS | Tripod fateh cheba eeeeeever Eddie Foy, Jr. 
too great stress on dramatic develop- | 


Mam APMANG . ..0 6 vesscoccees Paul Cavanagh | 





| Arliss, 


j j ; Warner Bros. release of First National | Madame de Charriere..........+: Luli Deste | 
ment of any particular period. Its production, Stars Priscilla, Rosemary and | pay} Vantine........-- Charles D. Waldron | 
sketchiness, however, provides suffi- | Lola Lane and Gale Page; features Claude Ne ee ae Joseph Crehan 
cient highlights for attention of the | Rains, Jeffrey Lynn, Eddie Albert, May | Simmonds.......ceeeeeeeeees nary Parnell 
women patrons, who will easily over- | Robson, Frank McHugh, Dick Foran. Di- | Julia........... ek beeen Ree Phyllis Barry 

ae ; aie. cn rected by William Keighley; original screen- | Rogers,.........ceee ea Cyril Thornton 
look that factor in the pee a 6 play by Stephen Morehouse Avery, sug- Parke TeV re Leyland Hodgson 
whole. | gested by the novel, ‘Sister Act,’ by Fannie (Colonel Piggott....eeeeeeeeees Ernie Stanton | 
Ella Bishop (Martha Scott) gradu- Hurst. ' Camera, Charles, Rosher; editor. Se re ae Cliff Saum 
r ; Tec ¢ talp a wson. Strand, N. ., Starting | eae 
ates from Midwestern College _ Jan. 10, 41. Running time: 85 MINS. — — 
assumes a faculty position. An early | ann Lemp Dietz......+.. ...-Priscilla Lane | Mystery fans have reason to how 
romance with a young lawyer is} Kay Lemp Forrest........-- Rosemary Lane | about the way the clues are tossed 
frustrated on the wedding eve when Thea Lamp Cooley oe ddannd ete Loin Lane around in ‘The Case of the Black 
j ; 7 9) a Le » Talbot...... @cccesss a i ’ : th 5 Z se nome 
her flighty cousin elopes with the | Adam Lemp paene neaprorepeegigaes = Rains Parrot, and will probably even guess 
bridegroom. Miss Bishop then com- | Felix Dietz.......ceeeeeeeeeeens Jeffrey Lynn | the identity of the killer before too 
centrates on her teaching, providing | Clint Forrest.......-...+. +++». Eddie Albert many reels, but the average filmgoer 
sympathetic and friendly help to the Aunt Etta...seseeceres eceees + May Ro eon will find the picture an absorbing 
A lat | Ben Crowley..cccccccsececss Frank McHugh : ; its 60 . t With 
students under her care. eer FOr lt enast Walls cs sccesseqgecesces Dick Foran | thriller most of its minutes, Wit 
mance hits a snag when her lover | Mrs. Ridgefield.............+06- Vera Lewis|a cast of minor names and quickie | 
cannot secure freedom from his —— 


: : ; production, it’s obviously not aimed 
estranged wife. Then her interest in | 
the progress of her students is in-|‘Four Wives,’ now ‘Four Mothers’—/j| support in the dualers where this 
tensified, with childhood sweetheart | and what the future will offer only | tyne film goes. 
William Gargan continually at her|the ingenious Warner Bros. scenario| William Lundigan and _ Maris 
side in times of emergency and stress. | department can tell. But it must be | Wrixon, the leads, both from the WB 
There is also her interest in the! superior to the current bit of sticky | contract list. get their initial shots at 
daughter and granddaughter of her| sentimentality if the series Fannie|top billing in this film. They 
cousin and first lover, and upbring-| Hurst hatched when she wrote the | satisfactory histrionically, though too 
ing of the former in her home and | novel, ‘Sister Act,’ is to live on. The | lean in appearance. Eddie Foy, Jr., 
college. The final honorary alumni|next film may as well be ‘Four js in for comedy and, though slightly 
dinner on her retirement provides a| Obituary Notices’ unless the studio | overworked, gets okay results. 
fitting climax to her years of service, | can cook up a humdinger. 
and provides sufficient heart tug for| ‘Four Wives’ is below the standard | jng an international criminal known 
the women. ;set by the previous two films. It|as “The Black Parrot.’ Foy the 
Martha Scott and William Gargan | does, however, maintain sufficient photog teamed with him and 
head the extended cast necessary for | impetus to do fairish business in | epitome of all true-to-life newspaper 
the half century covered. Former !those houses—predominantly in the | jensmen. On a ship coming to 
ably carries her assignment of Miss ™abes—where the series has proved | America they run into Miss Wrixon, 
Bishop from late ’teens to 70, skill- | Profitable in the past. It’s primarily, | who is traveling with her uncle, 
ey anne the age transition. Gar- ad rr for the femme matinee | Charles D. Waldron. 
gan does okay as the standby admirer ae. . , 
through the years, while incidental| _ This is Stephen Morehouse Avery’s 
erformances of merit are provided — ~—— = yoy and * eer 
y Edmund Gwenn, college presi-|CUS*Y fad to induige in a iol of\and the stateroom containing the 
dent; Rosemary DeCamp (in her first | Stretching to fill out 85 minutes. Re- | cabinet is entered during the saeite- 
film appearance) as the Swedish stu- | SUIt is a corny and hackneyed tale | ment, Lundigan is sure it's the Blac 
dent; and newcomer Mary Anderson | that,.under William Keighley’s direc- | parrot's work and the cabinet is in- 
as the boy-crazy cousin. — tion, has even the dog hamming be-| \oived. He’s even surer when there 
Difficult assignment of art direc- | fre, the camera. Overacting seems | 416 two murders, both of them b 
tion to cover the 50-year stretch is catching by the very nature of the | poison introduced into small slits ol 
neatly handled by John " DuCasse ‘ First t ¢ includ : dditi l the back of the dead men’s hands 
“- : : 8 irst-rate cast includes, in addition * ‘i onan 
Schulze, with production mounting /t0" the gals, the other. regulars, | Tats Ot too hard for a smart re. 
wus periods depicted. Tay Garnett’s Claude Rains, as the father, May et rse, co * th cond a : 
pal eats tha taect oun ara diffi. Robson, as the homemaking aunt, and | © aecnge 4 a —— wi € an- 
cult aacamaens tn aneeodi : ‘ \- | Jeffrey Lynn, Eddie Albert, Frank | “Y an Be i. Cunpess. 
Ss r 1 Spreading story | weHugh and Dick Foran as the four arn, fashioned by Robert E. Kent 
interest episodically for so great a husbands from the play by Eleanor Robeson 


| DLundigan is a newspaperman seek- 


is 





He has just 
bought a rare cabinet in Europe and 
is bringing it to America. When a 


period. Walt. | Tale finds three of the daughters Belmont and Harriet Ford and the 
|now mothers and the fourth getting novel by Burton E. Stevenson, is 


| dizzy spells at the finale to make the | tight and fast-moving. Mystery-lov- 
title airtight. They all come home| €Ts. however, will have a real com- 


VIRGINIA 


(Technicolor) 


Hollywood. Jan. 10. McHugh the rich one as a result of | introduced and never explained 
Paramount release of Edward H. Grif-|SOme smart promoting of Florida|2@way. Noel M. Smith’s direction 
fith production. Stars Madeleine Carroll and/ land. Whole town, as a result of maintains the pace and suspense. 
Fred MacMurray; features Stirling Hay-| Rains’ bragging, has invested its coin Herb. 
’ P ) , marie son, aro- | i+} F > =~ | 
lyn Lee. Directed by Edward H. Griffith. | With McHugh and when a hurricane | 


Screenplay by Virginia Van Upp, based on 


and tidal wave washes away Ocean | 
story by Edward H. Griffith and Virginia 


Zephyrs the burghers blame Rains | 


MAISIE WAS A LADY 


Van Upp; camera, Bert Glennon and Wil- . = 
Nam Vv gall: process photography. Far- od a sg 9 Lyng Savings. He | " Hollywood, Jan. 4. 
ciot Edouart; film editor, Eda Warren. Pre- , 4OS€S Nis JOD ana his nome. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of J. Wal- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Jan. 9, ’41. | So the four boys set out to make ter Ruben production. Stars Ann Sothern: 
Running time, 107 MENS. enough coin to pay off the towns- | features Lew Ayres, Maureen © Sullivan, 
a 7 p ‘arrol : : : . Aubrey 5 ; rected by Edwin L. 
eerean Seed.) .*** een Moslianes people and restore Rains to dignity. Marin; screenplay by Betty Reinhardt and 
Norman Williams..........Stirling Hayden They naturally succeed, even having | Mary 'C. McCall, Jr.; original story by 
Theo Clairmont.....cs..e..Helen Broderick ti : Old homestead, which has been | Betty Reinhardt and Myles Connolly; cam- 
ERS Witlaltcccvivavevescesses Carolyn Lee | torn down, reconstructed on a new oe Packed Dg pert oe 
, i "0 7 i Iso : Seaw 8 | ¥. Smith, reviewed in studio projection 
a eee peas want Meee locale. And when Rains = chosen to | yoom. Jan. 3. ‘41. Running time. 76 WINS. 
Carter Francis. .ccecseeeess tom Rutherfurd conduct a big musical festival every- | Maisie Ravier........seeecseeced Ann Sothern 
POCHIAL, 500.0466 0400ee nesses Leigh Whipper | thing is just too hotsy-totsy. In the | Bob Rawlston............-.eeee: Lew Ayres 
Ophelia. .cccccccccccsscseees Louise Beavers | meantime, too, husband Eddie Al- Abby Rawlston.....e...Maureen O'’Sullivar 
FJoOSePH sccccccvccssccecssccseces Darby Jones bert, who has been having a bit of a PR roca. sesseenvee Cc Auer y Smith 
quae? wife trouble because he’s more in- | ‘cap’ Rawlston. 1.22222) Paul Cavanach 
Paramount herewith assumes the | terested in discovering the cause of Link Phillips... 60000000000. Edward Ashley 
mame and background of a state for | | 


or | pneumonococciosis (no kidding) than 

a written-to-order film tale. Studio | he is in the little woman, gets the | This is undoubtedly the best of the 
has captured the scenic backgrounds | solution to both problems. The other | ‘Maisie’ series to date, and, with 
of the locale, aided by general ex- | boys make out equally well and, to| added marquee strength of Lew) 
cellence of Technicolor photography, | coin a cliche equal to Avery’s yarn, Ayres for lighting with Ann Sothern. | 
but slips up on the story ingredients. | they’re just one big happy ae: 


| picture is a strong programmer that | 
As a result, picture is a slow and erb. 


for a family reunion, with husband | Plaint in the number of false clues | 


First it was ‘Four Daughters,’ then | at the big time, but will provide okay | 


are | 


the | 


false submarine warning is sounded | 


| minutes and was, as now, a caval- 


by the local judge, 
background is laid for Maisie to per- 
form her usual good deeds. Inducted ! 
into the expansive estate of Ayres’ 
family, the girl puts in some healthy 
licks to straighten out the difficulties 
of the wealthy son and daughter of 
the manor. She saves Maureen 
O'Sullivan from marriage to a cad- 
dish fortune-hunter, sobers up Ayves, 
and brings back the pairs’ globe- 
trotting father for a happy family re- | 
union. After this herculean task, 
Maisie departs, but is ‘pursued by 
Ayres for a final clinch. 

Miss Sothern provides her usual 
fine characterization of the wise- 
cracking showgirl to give upgrade 
impetus to popularity of Maisie with 
picture audiences. Ayres redeems a 
most unsympathetic role with his re- 
juvenation towards the finish. Mau- 
reen O'Sullivan does nicely in the | 
spot of Ayres’ sister, and C. Aubrey | 


| Smith provides his regular excellent | 
| portrayal as the head butler. 


Sup- | 
port includes Joan Perry, Paul Cav- 
anagh and Edward Ashley. 

Script is compact, neatly mixing 
the comedy and dramatic elements, 
althSugh many are on the hoke side. 
Overall entertainment is particularly 
strong to carry through with general 
audiences. Direction by Edwin L. 
Marin is at a consistently ae ~y 

alt. 





LAND OF LIBERTY | 


Metro release of production sponsored by 
the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn. Edited by Cecil B. DeMille, assisted 
by Herbert TL... Moulton, Francis Stuart 
Harmon, Arthur H. DeBra, William H. 
Pine. Historical consultant, James TI. Shot- 
well; narration written by Jeanie MacPher- 
son, Jesse Lasky, Jr. 
tion room, N. Y 
time, 98 MINS, 

Partial list of 
torical characters: 
Hodgins, George 
Owen King, John 
John Miljan, Gene 
Walter Warren, € 


Previewed in projec- 
o» oOn. F, *Si. Running 
Players portraying his- 
Anton Walbrooks, Earl 
Raft, Henry B. Walthall, 
Hyams, George O’Brien, 
Lockhart, Jack Clark, 
Henry Gordon, George 
John Litel, Richard Dix, Vernon 
Steele, Ervile Auderson, Raymond Massey, 
Frank McGlynn, Leila McIntyre. Gordon 
Hart, Spring Kyington, John Hamilton, 
Addison Richards, Crane Wilbur, Lewis 
Stone, Sidney Blackmer Frank Hopper, 

Julian Rivero, €. H, Herzinger, Edwin 
Maxwell, Ien Wulf, George Irving, Henry 
Stubbs, Robert Warwick, Claude King, 

Henry O’ Neill, Jonathan Hale, Don 
Ameche, Edward Arnold, George Bancroft 

Binnie Barnes, John Barrymore, Lionel 
Barrymore, Warner Baxter, Noah Reery, 

Janet Beecher, Wallace Beery, Eleanor 
Boardman, Beulah Bondi, Bill Boyd, Walter 
Brennan, George Brent, John Mack Brown, | 


Virginia Bruce, Bob Burns, Harry Carey, 
Mary Carr, John Carradine, Leo Carrillo, 
Claudette Colbert, Walter Connolly, Jackie 
Coogan, Gary Cooper, Bette Davis. Dead 
End Kids, Irene Dunne, Leif Ericson, 

Henry Fonda, Janet Gaynor, Bonita Gran- 
ville, Sara Haden, Otis Harlan, Jack Holt, 

Walter Huston, Ian Keith, James Kirk 

wood, Eric Lindsen, Lucien Littlefield, | 
Montagu Love, Joel McCrea, Fredric 
March, Robert Montgomery, Dickie Moore, 
Anna Neagle, Gail Page, Gail Patrick, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Irving Pichel, Luise 


Rainer, Claude Rains, Stanley Ridges, Paul 
Robeson, Ann Rutherford, Joseph Schild- 
kraut, Randolph Seott, James Stewart. 
Margaret Sullavan, Akiin Tamiroff. Spence 
Tracey, Theodore von Eltz, Guinn Williams, 
Loretta Young. 


—_—- 

This is the re-edited version of the | 
all-industry feature which was | 
shown for two years at the N. Y. | 
World’s Fair by the government. At 
that time it ran two hours and 17 


cade of American history, largely | 
composed of deft portions of histor- | 


| ical features made in the last few | 


| dent producers. 


| biggest handicap. 


| 


| England and subsequent revolution- 


years by both major and indepen- 
The new version, 
being distributed via Metro, runs 98 
minutes and this admittedly is its | 
All profit will go 
to worthy charities, with $50,000 al- 
ready earmarked for Nazi air raid 
sufferers in England. 

Production is bound together with 
interruptions by unknown narrators, 
but the strongest portions of the 
vehicle are the clips from noted 
features—all having to do with the 
history of the U. S. Film has been 
brought up to date on its world 
war and latter-day events, with 
stress placed on freedom of religion, 
creed and race in this country. Nar- 
rator states that the first World War 
was to make the world safe and free, 


; and that ‘we were the ones who let | 


the boys down,’ 

‘Land of Liberty’ traces earlier 
days of America only sketchily until | 
it gets down to the trouble with | 


| 


ary war. Formation of the 13 states, | 
printing press money and finally the 
constitutional convention are high- 
lighted. The Louisiana Purchase and 
the war of 1812 get about the same 
brushoff, although the battle of New 
Orleans receives nice attention. The 
Monroe Doctrine’s signing paves the 


| way for brief glimpses of the trouble | 


with Mexico, plus the final secession 
of questionable territory to U. S. | 


in 1848. 


The civil war is treated in an im- | 


will catch many billtopping positions! partial manner, with Raymond Mas- | 


| Thornton Edwards, 


| gypped by handsome, 


sey's pereers of Lincoln standout, 
Film has various interludes depict. 
ing improvement of transportation 
the old country doctor, circuit rider 
etc. But the Spanish war and the 
clips from features which the film 
companies made on World War 
themes appear to about wind up U. 
S. history to date. 

Instead, the film builds the Pana. 
ma canal, fights scarlet fever, then 
talks about steel, Jim Brady, Lillian 
Russell, Teddy Roosevelt. William 
McKinley and William J. Bryan be- 
fore blending into the anticipated 
patriotic finale. Last 15 to 20 min- 
utes fail to measure up to earlier 
passages. 

Picture undoubtedly will enjoy ex. 
cellent business, as attested by pre- 
lim test dates. Powerful all-industry 
exploitation behind, it also should 
help. Picture is a grand parade of 
cinema figures over the last 10 years 
or so, besides being the most com- 
prehensive single picture document 
on American history ever put to- 
gether. Wear. 


Three Men From Texas 


release of 
Features \ 


Paramount 
production. 
sell Hayden, 


Harry 
illiam 
Andy Clyde, 


Sherman 
Boyd, 


Lj- 


rected by Lesley Selander. Based on chare- 
acters created by Clarence E. Multord; 
story and adaptation, Norton 8S. Parker; 
film editor, Carroll Lewis; photography, 
Russell Harlan. At New York, N. Y., on 
dual, week Jan. 11, ‘41, Running time, 
75 MINS. 

‘Hopalong’ Cassidy..........-. William Boyd 
"EGE SOMME. cc ccceseess Russell Hayden 
NE 64.60 6466540006660002 Andy Clyde 
PEOOMER . ccdeccesesse rer ree Morris Ankrum 
ANAFeOWS..ccccccccceceesss - Morgan Wallace 
PICO. .cccccccccceccscces mOrMtoOn Edwards 
PMID. 0 sone neecesscceceees Esther Estrella 
POR 6 00600080005 0000-09 08 Davison Clark 
GarGMer. »cccecccecresesess eoeee- Dick Curtis 


The high standard of the Hopa- 
long Cassidy sgries produced by 
Harry Sherman is retained by his 
latest, ‘Three Men From Texas.’ In 
fact, it hits a little higher in pro- 
duction as well as entertainment 
value than some of the past Hop- 
pies. This is partly due to the very 
surefire comedy element, both in per- 
fo1mances and in the snappy dialog. 
A slight drawback is that about two 


|reels from the finish the action lags 


a little. In editing it could have been 
cut down from 75 minutes now re- 
quired to screen the film. 

As the cook for a gang of ruffians 
who, through unique circumstances, 
swings over to the side of the law, 
Andy Clyde almost steals the pic- 
ture. The oldtimer has a part this 
time that’s ideally suited to him and 
Sherman has gone as far as he could 
in giving Clyde free rein without en- 
tirely subjugating Bill Boyd. Clyde 
works with Boyd in all his Hopa- 
longs, as does Russell Hayden, the 
lad who shoulders the love interest. 
As a twist, this time it’s the daughter 
of a ranchero of early California 
days who lends romantic appeal, but 
she gets bumped off in a gun fight 
and dies in Hayden's arms. 

Plot, in the main, concerns the 
efforts of two Texas Rangers, plus 
Clyde, in organizing aggrieved citi- 
zens for war against a group of 
crooks who are stealing land grants, 
committing murders and engaging 
in other law violations. For audi- 
ences that want action and plenty of 
gun-fighting, this Hoppie delivers it 
in good measure, but, as usual hun- 
dreds of bullets never hit their mark 
when the six-shooters are barking. 

Lessers in the cast include Esther 
Estrella, who does not have much to 
do; Thornton Edwards, excellent as 
the girl’s farther and lending weight 
to the laughs drawn; Morris Ankrum 
and Morgan Wallace as heavies. 





Char. 
. 7 

Misbehaving Husbands 
Producers Releasing Corp. release of Jed 
Buell production. Features Harry Lange 
don, Ralph Byrd, Esther Muir Betty 
| Blythe. Directed by William Beaudine; 
story by Sea Sabin and Vernon Smith; 
screenplay by Claire Parrish, Charles A. 
Rogers; editor, Robert Crandall; camera, 
Art Read. At Strand, Brooklyn, dual, week 

Jan. 10, '41, Running time: 65 MINS. 
Bob Grant..... bob b6esCCed OOK COS Ralph Byrd 
CPRGe NOPMMER, «sscccscacecess .Esther Muir 
Henry Butler..... i ee ae ae .-Harry Langdon 
Gilbert Wayne..... ecceeee-Gayne Whitman 
Pe DUCWOR. <o0006ksesenvse Luana Walters 
OI TONNE. bv csecaenes eeee-Florence Wright 
oo er eecese Frank Hagney 
a BO errr Byron Barr 
Sergeant Murphy......- eesees Vernon Dent 
ENT 66.5040 bcaveneees Rilly Mitchell 


Ns cen escctecesess Hennie Brown 


About the only redeeming features 
of this absurd comedy drama on the 
divorce racket are Harry Langdon’s 
sprightly comedy characterization 
and Betty Blythe’s re-entry to the 
Hollywood scene as a promising ac- 
tress. The Sea Sabin-Vernon Smith 
original story is mostly wretchedly 
acted, feebly presented and _ hap- 
hazardly directed. It’s dual fare of 
the most ordinary sort. 

The crooked divorce formula, with 
unhappy wives who are consoled and 
thieving at- 
been used countless 


torneys, has 


| times on the screen, but it’s question- 


able if the theme ever has been 
projected so insipidly. Yarn would 
have the audience believe that & 
store owner, helping to select win- 
dow models and also assist dress the 
window, is suspected so strongly of 
philandering with a femme model 
that his wife institutes divorce pro- 
ceedings. Other implausible angles 
are the police holding the fidgety 
store proprietor for murder (a 
passerby saw him carrying the wax 
model down to the wax works for @ 
repair job), and the married coupies 
(Continued on page 16) 


Ruse 
Morris Ankrum, 
Esther Estrell: 
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What they want to 
do now is laugh— 
so what does 20th 
do? Gives you a 
new fun formula! 
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with excitement... 
| and all hit songs: 


‘‘Hello Ma! I Done It Again!” 











ei “I’m Alive and Kickin’”’ 
f 4 “Wishful Thinking” 
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ew Det. House On 


s Prefer to Keep 


It Bark Rather Than Hire Stagehand 





—_—_— - 
14. 
7 ) ‘ le 
Two weeks aft 1eduled gala 
opening, the Royal, swank new 2,500- 
seat nabe here which cost $300,000, 


was still dark. Refusing to budge from 
their nage that since the house did 
not play vaudeville they would not 
put on a pire at $78 a week, 
the co-operators, Wisper & Wetsman 
and United Detroit Theatres, were 
having telephone, lights and water 
cut off. 

The house failed to open Dec. 27 
when the two projectionists refused 
to go to work after the house chilled 
on putting on the stagehand. It 
meant turning away more than 3.000 
people at the opening and cut the 
place off from an estimated $15.000 
during the big holiday week here 


Detroit ge has done some rib- 
bing of the union, putting Edward 
L. King, business agent for the 
stagehands, on the pan by — 
him on the slightness of a stage- 
hand’s duties at the house. 


‘He turns the lights on and off 
between pictures and sees that cur- | 
tains are raised or lowered if nec- 
essary, King was quoted. They also 
quoted him on overtime, that some 
stagehands here picked up as much 


| 
| 
| 
| 


as $200 a week by working more 
than 42 hours for the week. 
Final ribbing came when they 


pressed him for an explanation of | 
what ‘extra maintenance’ the stage- | 
hands performed and were told: | 
‘Suppose he comes to work and finds 
@ seat broken. He might fix it if 
{t wasn’t a job for a carpenter. Or 
maybe there’s a light bulb that needs 
changing.’ 

Pickets were slapped in front of 
the Palms-State, United Artists and 
Michigan, all United Detroit houses, 
on New Year's Eve The men 
weren't called out, but the pickets 
@re seeking recognition, pending 
arbitration, for the Building Service 
Employees Union. They’re asking 
$5 a day for 48-hour week. 


‘BAKER’S WIFE’ FOR 
ALL LOEW’S HOUSES. 


‘Baker’s Wife,’ 
now rounding 
the World theatre, N. Y., will play 
the entire Loew’s circuit. Charles 
C. Moskowitz, circuit head, con- 
firmed the deal yesterday (Tuesday). 

Loew’s must wait until the film 
winds up at the World (about Feb. 
26). Picture, starring Raimu, 
directed by Marcel Pagnol and is 
distributed by Baker’s Wife, Inc. 





French-made 
out a year’s 


film 
run at 


was 


John Erskine did the English sub- 
titles. 

It’s one of the few foreign pic- 
tures getting general distribution by 
a@ major circuit. George Jessel re- 
cently bought rights to convert it 
into a legiter, or do an American 


film version. 


Drive « on Walt Disney 
By Cartoonists Guild 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Drive to organize 
the Walt Disney studio comes to a 
head at a meeting Thursday (16). 
Screen Cartoonists Guild, through 
its attorney, George E. Bodle, has 
filed a petition with the Nat 
Labor Relations Board, asking to be 
designated as collective bargaining 
representative for the Disney artists. 
American Federation of Labor has 
been pushing its drive to inize 
cartoonists for several weeks. 
Moving Picture Painters Local has 
advised the studios of willingness to 
take lower hourly wages if they 
were guaranteed a 60-hour weck. 
Under the proposal, painters wouid 
accept a cut from $1.55 ‘hourly to 


cartoonists at 


ional 


org: 


$1.30 for the first 40 hours, with 
time-and-a-half for the next 20 
hours, giving them a guaranteed 


weekly minimum of $91. 


‘Nazi Spy’ Libel “Suit 
Vs. WB to Trial Jan. 31 


Katherine Moog’s $75,000: libel 


ac- 
tion against Warner Bros. will be 
tried Jan. 31 in the N. Y. federal 


court. A stipulation to that effect 
agreeing on a trial date between at- 
torneys was filed Monday (13). 
Action claims that the part por- 
trayed by actress Lya Lys in ‘Con-* 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ was meant 


to be Miss Moog’s, and that the char- 


acterization libel-d her. 





To Query Kent 


Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp., will be ex- 
amined Friday (17) before trial in 
the N. Y. supreme court in connec- 
tion with a suit against the film com- 
pany by 
Page. 
lin ordered the examination Friday 
(10). 

Suit claims the plagiarism in the 
Shirley Temple starrer, ‘The Poor 
Little Rich Girl,’ of plaintiffs’ 
‘Joyous,’ claimed submitted to 20th- 
Fox Oct. 23, 1934, and rejected Oct. 
29. A previous examination of W. C. 
Michel, executive v. p. of the film 
company, was unproductive of the 
information wanted, 


SPG CLAIMS FILM 
— COS. GIVING IT 
BRUSHOFF 


Charges that the major companies 
'are ‘stalling’ and giving them ‘the 
silent treatment’ were formally 
made on Monday (13) by the New 
York unit of the Screen Publicists 
Guild in a resolution demanding that | 
the eight majors meet with SPG | 
reps immediately so that the latter 
can prove they represent a majority 
of employes and can present con- 
tractual demands. 











Resolve, passed by the member- | 


ship at an election meeting Thurs- 


day (9) night, was sent to presidents 


of each of the Big Eight, to Charles 
Kramer of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board and to the Hollywood 
unit of the SPG. It was the first 


public utterance of charges that had | 


previously been made sotto voce. 


Stating that the Guild has for ‘a 
considerable period of time request- 
negotia- 
tions’ and that it ‘has proceeded with 
forbearance and integrity and by all 
although the 
companies ‘have consistently evaded 


ed collective bargaining 


legal means available,’ 


their legal obligation to cooperate,’ 
resolution ‘protests the silence 


Dee as . walks through her characterization 

enti osetia Tg = Piglet as the divorcee Who eggs her friend | 
+ — » *|on to seek a divorce. Ralph Byrd 

policy of stalling. does fairly well in a minor role 

Joseph Gould, of United Artists, | spgtted opposite Luana Walters in the 

sole nominee for the post, was sadly neglected romantic phase of 
elected prez of the SPG at Thurs- the film Wear. 


day’s session. Others 
Joseph Chasin, of Warner Bros., first 
v.p.; Jonas Rosenfield, of Walt Dis- 


Izola Forrester and Mann | 
Justice Charles B. McLaugh- | 


and pears a 


Wolff New Prez of N. Y. 
Film Board of Trade 


Robert S. Wolff, 
change, was elected president of the 
New 
1941 at the annual election of officers | 


last Friday (10). Others elected were 


| Joseph J. Lee, of 20th-Fox, first vice- | 


| president; Ben Abner, of Metro, sec- 
| ond vice-president; David A. Levy, 
lof Universal, treasurer; Robert J. 
Fannon, of Republic, secretary, and 
Edward H. Bell, of Paramount, ser- 
geant-at-arms. 
New officers will be installed with- 
in the next two weeks. 





2 SLUG, ROB MPLS. 
EXHIBITOR OF $1,000 


play, | 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 
Fred Berg was slugged and robbed 
of $1,000 receipts of the Franklin 
_ theatre here last night (Monday). 
| Tw o men came up behind the indie 
nabe operator just after he had 


picked up the coin for counting and 
deposit. 
Another bandit was foiled a short 


| time later in an attempt to force his 
way into the Turf nitery. 


Jinx Spot for Thieves 
Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 14. 
Thieves had better mark Lyman 
theatre at Lyman, S. C., off their 
list. ‘ 
Two youths who robbed manager 
Jodie Holland and his wife were 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Next, S. T. Parks, a young Negro, 
| tried his hand, He failed to open 
[the safe but drew a three-year 
prison term recently. 
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| Misbehaving Husbands 











| (Continued from page 14) 
home being cluttered up with at- 
torneys, their aides and one strong- 
arm gent, 

Understood that Jed Buell may 
|carry out a series with Harry Lang- 
don and Betty Blythe teamed as man 
and wife. They'll have to do better 
by Langdon than they did in this pic- 
ture—also more plausible plots are 
needed. Langdon shows possibilities 
in getting away from his former pan- 
tomimic type of clowning, although 
not capably directed here. Betty 
Blythe, beauty of silent films, 
future bet. Esther 


chosen were ee 


Robin Hood of the Pecos 





‘ Productions, v.p.; Jefferson Liv- (WITH SONGS) 
ingston, of Metro, secretary, and Repu elease of Joseph Kane 1 
Charles Wright, free-lance artist, = I rs and George ‘Gabby 
treasurer. 9 em ( pt . nal “ 1 ng 
Claim was made at the meeting imer®, J "Marta: editor, Charles Craft 
that the Guild reps 90% of those | See” gee ts ge 
eligible for membership. Re J eo t 
Gu 9 MINS 
Coast SPG After Indies | abuy Harandes, - tsors cco, aan 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. Jeanie Grays ....M&rjorie Reynolds 
Screen Publicists Guild is conduct- | Ballard....-.-ssseeeeeeeeeee. - Cy Kenda 
ing a drive to bring independent! Relle starr.” del atic “ oh oo 
publicity organizations under the | Sam Starr.....seeseeseeees- ...Eddie Acuff 
provisions of the Guild’s basic | cant Moran 207 withum teen 
agreement while free lance flacks | Stacy........ccccccccescsccsceces lay Novello 
are exploiting a picture. Action is BES Ki¥5.0 64ntgetseebesoeheans Roscoe Ates 


the result of a 
adopted by indie 
out the facilities 
press service, to 


recent 


of regular studic 


farm out 


press agents. Billy 
ber of the SPG exec 


Edwards, mem 
utive board, 





practice 
producers, with- 


publiciz- 
ing of special productions to indie 


The film runs only 59 minutes 
and | a. , : ‘ 


‘Robin Hood of the Pecos’ is much 


too enervating to suggest that this 
»| Roy Rogers-George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 


westerner will cull more than stand- 
ard hoss opry returns. It’s another 
one for the lower half of the duals. 
} ) 
but 


? ine siow pace indicates a greater 
“rig giles are preparing @8 length. The fault is mostly in di- 
bas act, — rection, with the stereotyped situa- 
Motion Picture Costume Makers, tions, employed so frequently in 
Local 2084, elects officers for the en- | similar pictures, further relegating 
suing year Jan. 20. | ‘Robin Hood.’ 
| This picture of post-Civil War 
| days in the United States, portraying 
VALLEE WINDS UP 2D the problems of Texans and their 
| battle against unscrupulous north- 


REEL OF JUKE SHORTS 


Holtywood, Jan. 14. 
Rudy Vallee’s new dime-in-the-slo 
film outfit, Vis-O-Graph, completec 


its second reel of 10 subjects on the | '°° 
himself 
briefies, 
the Shad- |, dall. as 
rack Boys in three and The Musket- 


Coast last week. Vallee 
worked in three of the’ 
Gertrude Niesen in three, 


eers, a warbling outfit. in one. 
According to Vallee, 


schedule calls for minimum 


production 
output 


erners, has a somewhat familiar ring 
in the ‘night rider’ who 
the citizens to protest against the 
mistreatment. 
| Hayes is the night rider, one of 
t, his more important roles in the 
j | series of Ww esterns he’s been making 
Republic. with Rogers as his 
aide The pair manages to 
frustrate the usual  trumped-up 
charge of sedition by which Cy Ken- 
adjutant of the county, hopes 
to break up the citizen outfit ‘and so 
gain control of the sector. 
Rogers performs in his 
guitar strumming-warbling 
as do eS Hayes . while 


chief 


standard 
manner, 
Sally Payne, as 


of 500 machines monthly by Feb. 1, eee gees MM es , 
: ; i ; Mig a two-gun gal: Marjorie. Reynolds, 
increasing to 1,000 a month in 90 Edd lie } exer” and Kendall do as well 
days. Bell & Howell is making the | a could be expected with the 
equipment. 'dawdling yarn Naka, 


of RKO’s ex- | 


York Film Board of Trade for | 


Dictator’ On General Release March 1: 
‘Gone’ Back to Bway Cap at 85 Top 


‘Beloved’ Suit Out 








Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dic- 
tator’ will play first of its dates in 


ig *ral leas arc} is 

A suit by Robert L. Buckner ne Seen sround March 1, < 
against Paramount Pictures, Inc., and thur W. Kelly, United Artists sales 
Charles Beahan was settled and dis- head, revealed Monday (13). Pic- 


|continued with prejudice to a re- 
newal in the N. Y. federal court 
Thursday (9). Paramount was ac- 
cused of plagiarism, and Beahan was 
joined as a defendant because he re- 
fused to become a plaintiff. 

Suit charged that Behan and 
Buckner wrote a play called ‘Dearly 
Beloved,’ which was submitted to 
Paramount in 1934 and rejected. In 
1939 Paramount produced ‘Midnight,’ 
which is claimed to have been taken 
from ‘Beloved.’ An injunction, ac- 
counting of profits and damages 
were sought. 


“ACQUAINTANCE” 
TO WB FOR 
$79,000 


ture, which has played a number of 
spots at 70° rental and upped ad- 
missions, has been switched from that 
policy to 50% and regular tap at the 
door. 

Kelly said no engagements have 
been definitely set yet, but that deals 
worked out with exhibs who took 
the film at the top rental] will permit 
clearance for the March 1 date. Au- 
diences who paid increased admis- 
sions were guaranteed the pic would 
not play at regufar prices during 
1940, and this stipulation was carrie¢ 
out, 

Chaplin, who has been vacationing 
in New York since ‘Dictator’ opened 
in October, will head for Palm Beach 


next week, where he'll spend most of 
the winter. 
‘Gone’ Back to B’way Capito! 

‘Gone With the Wind,’ which de- 
parted from Broadway last October, 
will shortly be back. It has been 
booked into the Capitol following 
‘Flight Command,’ which is next pic- 











ap- | 
Muir | 


organizes | 





Warner Bros. on Monday (13)|ture after current ‘Comrade X.’ 
purchased ‘Old Acquaintance,’ the | House will charge usual 85ec top 
John Van Druten play currently at | night prices, but up the fee slightly 
the Morosco, N.Y., for $75,000. Show, | for matinees. 
| produced by Dwight Deere Wiman, ‘Gone,’ since it went into general 


| opened three weeks ago and was an | release in December with a second 
immediate hit. It stars Peggy Wood | world preem in Atlanta, has played 
and Jane Cowl. lonly one date—the Capitol. Cincin- 

Twentieth-Fox at the end of last | nati—and opens its second today 
| week bought Edison Marshall’s | (Wednesday) at the Criterion, Okla- 
|novel, ‘Benjamin Blake,’ for $40,000. | homa City. It will debut in 25 other 
| It's a romantic adventure story of | spots Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
| 18th century England. Volume is to| of this week anc in 24 more next 
be published in early March by! week. Scale in these spots is 55ce 


Farrar & Rinehart 
Guild selection for the month. It 
|has been handed to William Perl- 
| berg as his first producer assign- 
ment at the studio. 


and is a Literary | nights and 40c mats. 


Cincy engagement was somewhat 
in the nature of a test with the four- 
| hour film. House for a couple days 
| tried to get in four shows, opening at 
eid '9 a.m. and running until 1 a.m. It 


Loew’s $8,908,469 Net |in'ne'scuteber't tice 8 
For ’40 Falls Below °39 ov: stows. starting at 1130, 830 and 


ous shows, starting at 11:30, 3:30 and 
Income; $4.82 Per Share 


7:30, which is the policy to be used 
Loew’s, 


for future dates. 





Meet the New Boy 


Bert Allenberg, of Berg and Allen- 
berg agency on the Coast, was in 


Inc., net income after all | 
amounted to $8,908,469 
the fiscal year ended last 


charges for | 


Aug. 31, or 


9 New York the past week to intro 
$4.82 on each common share, annual Cornwell Jackson, outfit’s new story 
statement mailed stockholders last | department head, to eastern agents 
week revealed. This compares with and editors. 

| a lias : ly headed the 
$ 5° 5 Jé ‘ ) vy headed tn 
$9,841,531 or $5.48 per common share Jackson, who former] ( 


agency’s radio department, is taking 








in the fiscal year ended in August. the post vacated by Bill Dozier, who 
1939. Net income was figured after resigned to become Paramount’s 
writing off $2,000,000 as provision for ; Coast story editor. 
contingencies, bulk of which is _— ' 
understood to have been made be- | | 
cause of losses and threatened losses | Fems OK Seales } 
in the foreign market. 5 
‘ ? ———— Continued from page 5 ae 
Company went into the fourth 
quarter with net profit of $7,996,394, | reserved seat plans would conflict 
making only $912.075 as net income | and work to the detriment of the 
for the last quarter after the huge | boxoffice. Actually, the two schemes 
writeoff for contingencies. Loew’s | synchronized perfectly. As the re- 


showed $65.16 per preferred share as 


leasing of the picture progressed to 
against $71.98 on preferred in the 


the smaller towns, it became the 


preceding fiscal year. general practice of theatres to run 

Total operating revenue was $137.- | ‘W° matinee showings at the 75c. 
590,120 while operating and general scale, continuous, and then, after a 
expense was figured as $110.344.728. brief intermission, present the eve- 


ning show with reserved-seat policy. 
As the running time of the picture 
was three hours and 40 minutes, ex- 
perienc~ proved that the customers 
desired to buy their evening tickets 


| Company 
other 
come 


reported real estate and 
taxes at $5,112,068. Federal] in- 
taxes were given as $1,800 855, 
one of the largest single bites into in- 
come before net profit was figured. 


in advance and be assured of loca- 
Loew’s listed $3.331.385 as paid out ae : e ; 
in common dividends and $887,718 in On the success of the ‘Gone’ ex- 


preferred divvys during the period 
covered by the report. Despite taxes, 


| the $2,000,000 writeoff and dividend | egnnection with the release of 
distributions. the company ’s consoli- | 


dated earned surplus was increased bea pag pee gyi ae tines 
by $4,532.028 during the year, or to a 33% “both iles sad peouthan and 
total of $56,715,616. | the ‘plan proved highly acceptable 
to the public. Similar success greeted 


hibition policy at hiked prices, Metro 
followed with a modified plan in 


Company noted in its balance sheet 


that the amortization of film costs! the Warner Bros. release, ‘All This, 
applicable to pictures released on| and Heaven Too,’ which has dis- 
and after Sept. 1, 1939, was revised | appointed at the $1.50 scale. In the 
by allocating 75% of cost to the fall, Paramount repeated with ‘North 
domestic market and 25% to fore? gn, | West Mounted Police,’ the C. B. De- 
thereby increasing percentages of | Mille melodrama of the Canadian 
,amortization in earlier weeks of re-| constabulary, and United Artists 
lease. Through such revision. opera- | launched Charles Chaplin in ‘The 
tions have been charged with ap- | Dictator’ on a comparable basis. 
proximately $3,150,000 more film) ‘North West Mounted’ rode the 
amortization expense than would’ crest to general satisfaction. The 
have resulted if the table had not Chaplin picture stumbled in some 
been changed Previously it had{|spots at the higher prices, but did 
i been 65% and 35 espectively well at regular scales, 
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3 WAYS TO GET | 
OUT OF HOCK! 








With chuckles and shekels M-G-M has started its 1941 career in a 
blaze of box-office glory. Laughing their way into record business 
are “COMRADE X” and “PHILADELPHIA STORY” whose 
sustaining power in its day-and-date Los Angeles engagement 


arid whose sensational Music Hall business gives you an idea of 
what to expect. (4th week at the Music Hall and going bigger than 
ever after setting a fwe-year record!) “COMRADE X” is in its 3d 


big week at the Capitol, N. Y., and a hold-over joy everywhere. 


“FLIGHT COMMAND” is just what America and your box- 
office crave right now. Three in a row and it’s only the start of a 


happy and FRIENDLY New Year. 














CLARK GABLE - HEDY LAMARR in 
“COMRADE X.” A King Vidor Produc- 
tion with Oscar Homolka, Felix Bressart, 
Eve Arden. Screen Play by Ben Hecht and 
Charles Lederer. Directed by King Vidor. 
Produced by Gottfried Reinhardt 
An M-G-M Picture 








CARY | KATHARINE JAMES 


‘GRANT * HEPBURN ° STEWART 


in “THE PHILADELPHIA STORY” with 
Ruth Hussey, John Howard, Roland Young, 
John Halliday, Mary Nash and Virgirvia 
Weidler. Screen Play by Donald Ogden 


Stewart. Based on the Play by Philip Barry, 
produced by The Theatre Guild Inc. 
Directed by George Cukor. Produced by 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz. An M-G-M Picture 











With the Gratefully Acknowledged Co- 
operation of the United States Navy, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer presents ROBERT 
TAYLOR in “FLIGHT COMMAND” 
with Ruth Hussey, Walter Pidgeon, Paul 
Kelly, Shepperd Strudwick, Nat Pendleton, 
Red Skelton. A Frank Borzage Production. 
Screen Play by Wells Root and Commander 
Harvey Haislip. Directed by Frank Borzage. 
Produced by J. Walter Ruben 
An M-G-M Picture 
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a little and yke a little, but by 
all means doii't waste a couple of 


the best years of your creative 
life on argument. Roll up your 
sleeves, go to work, and give us 
some of those great Goldwyn 


pictures.’ 


‘Dear Bill: 

‘Thank you for your very nice 
leiter. I appreciate the 
things you say. 

‘I expected that my case would 
come up long before this and had 
accordingly prepared the fol- 
lowing pictures: The first picture 
was to star Bette Davis in “The 
Little Foxes,’ and then I have 
in preparation a musical show 
with Bob Hope and two stars, a 
man and a woman of equal im- 
portance, and a picture with 
Gary Cooper which I am also 
working on. However, I have no 
intention of actually starting to 
produce until I have a decision 
from the courts. 

‘In the meantime, I am con- 
tinuing to prepare stories, as I 
am sure that some day I shall 
again start to produce.’ 


nict 





‘Dear Sam: 

‘Tell me to mind my own busi- 
ness if you want to! 

‘But as one of your oldest 
friends in this industry, with an 
unbiased vir '.~oint and with ex- 
pert knowle« .* of the operation 
of theatres, [:epeat that you are 
doing a terrific injustice to your- 
self. Brains that can conceive 
of the splendid Iineup such as 
you wrote me about should not 
be hopelessly entzngled in liti- 
gation. I don’t caré who wins the 
case, and I don’t care about the 
chips involved, you must be the 
loser, because even after a de- 
cision is handed down, the los- 
ing side will appeal, and you are 
condemned to at least a couple 
years. of inactivity, and that’s 
two years off the best period of 
your life. . 

‘I am an exhibitor 32 years 
(started at 19), and I have seen 
this industry grow from a nick- 
elodeon to its billion dollar box- 
office receipts of today. You, as 
much as any one man, have con- 
tributed to that growth by the 
use of the brain that I spoke of 
before, and Ill be damned if I 
can sit by idly and let you waste 
it without voicing resentment in 
your own _ personal interest. 
Long ago I found out that you 
can’t pay dividends out of quar- 

rels. 

‘I don’t know whose advice 
you are taking in the matter, but 
from the practical viewpoint it 
seems to me that something can 
be done to bring both sides to- 
gether, because the only ultimate 
winners in this matter will be 
the lawyers, whom I know, and 
boy what tremendous fees they 
get. 

‘I'm sorry Sam if I have been 
emphatic in this matter, but be- 
lieve me, I am sincere in trying 
to jog you out of a situation that 
is hurting you. At the very best, 
our productive years are limited, 
and the industry which you 
helped to create needs you. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if a dis- 
interested party could help you 
straighten the situation out, but 
however you do it, please let us 
have the name of Goldwyn on 
our marquees as soon as possi- 
ble.’ 


Goldwyn’s ‘Final’ Answer 
‘Dear Billy: 

‘Thanks for your very nice 
letter. I appreciate the interest 


you are taking and the spirit in 
which your letter is written. But 
I again must say that I see no 
chance of a settlement at this 
time. ? 

‘I have given up two years of my 
time in fighting this case and the 
cost is beyond what you can ever 
imagine, and I am anticipating 
that it may take another year to 
settle the matter in the proper 
place, and that is, in court. 

‘I have a job that is keeping 
me rather busy right now raising 
money for various’ charities 
which the- industry deems 
worthy, and, as Chairman, I am 
giving all my time to that.’ 


Goldwyn as Chairman 
Samuel Goldwyn was appointed 
national chairman of the motion pic- 


- Exhib’s Plea to Goldwyn 


Continued from page 3 


Part of Stockholder 








1 $786667 had been expended out of bon — of ° yer Mh 
| the first $1,000,000 sent to Greece for 95)" Cuma is See 
Jack and Harry Cohn, and 12 officers 


| civilian aid. 


'and directors, which sought damages 


Suit vs. Col. Dismissed 


FILM BOOKING CHART | 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. 

VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


Korda Subpoenaed for alleged waste, mismanagement | 
Alexander Korda arrived in N. Y.., and excessive salaries prior to Sep- 
Monday (13) and was immediately , tember , 1933, was dismissed yesterday 
|served by attorneys for Samuel) ‘Tue s.) in the N. Y. supreme court 
| Goldwyn to appear as a witness to- 4t the request of the plaintiffs. Suit 
day (Wednesday) in the N. Y. fed-| }5 being brought by five minority 
eral court in connection with) Stockholders, Betty Davis, Samuel 
| Goldwyn’s breach of contract suit Shapiro, Benedetto La Presti, wen 7 


| against United Artists. 
Under an 


; producer could appear in N. Y., 
convenient for the examination, 
in California via deposition on Jan.| 
28. Korda apparently found 
expedient to come to N. Y. 
Judge Conger on Monday (13), 


the bench, informed counsel 
Goldwyn that the producer's 
besides 


it pleaded other items 


ages for alleged wrongful inter- 
Westerner.’ The court ordered the 
producer's attorneys to draft a new 
second cause. Upon service, UA will 
file an answer within 10 days which 
will be an affrmative reply, in which 
Goldwyn’s charges will be denied, 
and definite defenses set forth. 
Goldwyn seeks to break his 10-year 
distribution on agreement with UA, 


which has till August, 1945, to run. 





ture producers’ division of the Greek | 


War Relief campaign last week by 
Harold S. Vanderbilt, honorary na- 


tional chairman of the Greek War | 


Relief Assn. 


Vanderbilt also announced that; 


lat 





order of federal Judge 
| Edward A. Conger’s of last week, the 
feomens 1 gelets if $2,000,000 for the alleged waste and 
or Reason for the dis- | 
it more|claims for damages of over 


in 
an informal opinion delivered from 
for 
second 
cause of action was defective in that 
its 


general demand for $1,000,000 dam- | HOWS 10 UP 
ference with the distribution of “The S 


Britton and Jeanne Britton. 
Action is the usual stockholder suit 
and asks damages of approximately 


mismanagement. 


missal of part of the action is that | 


lyears are barred by the statute of 
limitations. 


SKED EARLIER 





ATTENDANCE 


Spokane, Jan. 14. 
Circuit and independent houses of 
| Spokane have formulated a plan to 
| increase weekday business by start- 











Legiters’500G Loss 


Continued from page 3 








the Pittsburgh professional football | 
team called the Steelers. Insiders | 
say that Thompson backed ‘Yes’ to | 
plant two Yale pals, Bob Henley and 
Richard Pinkham in show business. 
They wrote the show’s book, which | 
is regarded as the show’s principal 
weakness. Score was done by pro- 
fessionals, tunes and lyrics coming 
| from Sammy Fain and Al Dubin. 
Next most costly was ‘All in Fun,’ 
the revue that played three perform- 
ances at the Majestic, N.Y., and 
closed in the red for $130,000. 
Leonard Sillman presented, along 
with Phil Baker, who withdrew after 


man has put on intimate revues, 
such as ‘New Faces’ in one or more | 
versions, but his shows were 
stamped as semi-pro affairs. 
whose standing as a performer 
well known, has tried the mana- 
gerial end before without success. 
‘Hi-Ya’s’ Amateur 

‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ which was a 

Boston casualty, 


including heavy road losses. This 
show is another instance where ama- 
teurism crept in. Alex A. Aarons 
was formerly teamed with Vinton 
Freedley in any number of musi¢al 
|hits. This time he was teamed with 
| Robert Ritchie, an agent who also 
| knows show biz. How they came to 
choose Max Baer as a principal is 
their secret. Former 
| fight champ has been a clown in the 
| ring, but as a performer 
| remains an amateur. Baer 





stage 


principal weakness. The 





while Ritchie, 


who 





three or four days on the road. Sill- | 


ong | 


may try again after | 
an estimated $100,000 was used up, | 


heavyweight 


he 
, however, 
| appears not to have been the show’s 
manage- 
ment broke up, too, Aarons walking, 
is credited with 


ing the last night show at an earlier 
time. Argument is that grosses are 
| down because working people don’t 
| get out under the twin-bill policy in 
|time to catch the last bus home at 
| 12:30 a.m. 

| Under the new plan the last fea- 
ture will begin around 9:30, which 
will let the customers out around 
/11:30. Shows under present policy 
do not break until 1 a.m. 


BENNY DOUBLING FROM 
PARAMOUNT TO 20-FOX 


| Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

| Jack Benny is going in for double- 
headers this year, with a 20th-Fox 
| contract in addition to a continuation 
| of his old pact with Paramount. 

| Two studios are figuring out an 
agreement to play him in relays. 








| -| RKO Wins One Round 








RKO won hands down in the N. 


federal court Thursday (9) when 


In $160,000 Libel Suit! 


ee 


Judge Alfred C. Coxe entered an in- | 


junction against Helen Twelvetrees, 
preventing the actress from proceed- 
ing to trial with her suit against the 
film company in the N. Y. supreme 
court. The court ordered Miss 
Twelvetrees to file a bill 
ticulars on her claim, as well. 

The actress is suing RKO for $190,- 
000 damages for alleged libel and 
unauthorized use of her name in 
connection with the picture, ‘I’m 
Still Alive,’ which she claims is 
based on her life with that of her 
former husband, Jack Woody, a 
Hollywood stunt man. he 
won a point in the supreme court in 


| Convoy (RKO) 


seven | 


Lone Wolf Keeps a Date [com 12/18 M 66 W. William-F. Robinson 

| Escape to Glory (Col) ll, M 7 P. O’Brien-C. Bennett 

Little Nelly Kelly (M-G) NM 20 MU 9% J. Garland-G. Murphy : 
West of Pinto Basin (Mono) 12/11 Ww 60 R. Corrigan-J. King 

You'll Find Out (RKO) 11/20 MU 95 K. Kyser-B. Karloff 

Texas Terrors (Rep) 11/2¢ WwW 357 ‘ODz«. Barry-J. Duncan 

Youth Will Be Served (20th) 11/20 C 68 J. Withers-R. Conway 

Meet the Wildcat (U) 10/30 D 61 Mz. Lindsay-R. Bellamy 

The Long Voyage Home (UA) 10/30 D 103 J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 

|= Letter (WB) 11/20 D 95 B. Davis-H. Marshall 





| Kitty Foyle (RKO) 
| Bowery Boy (Rep) 


of par- | 


actress | 


|raising the backing, may have an- 4 ; 
| other partner if the show goes on December, when Justice Benedict 
Jt iu 4 I : Ww + : + 
| again : Dineen ordered RKO to be ready for 
ic ca ° . . 
. , .,| trial by Jan. 3 or have an injunction 
Newest among the major musical Gre 
} , age age h entered against the exhibition of the 
ucers Ss l iszner W > 
. li an oe ae en OSE | film. RKO, claiming diversity of 
|‘Crazy With the Heat’ is said to be! —.,." |. itind 4) — 
. 141 P citizenship, shifted the case to the 
| financed by his wealthy wife. Man-j|¢,,,..) ,-... Sie See fete 
a - : federal court to give itself more | 
jager is from Vienna. Show started lime Should Judes Cone have not | 
fas an intimate revue tried out TR eis OE Mee REA 
A ll sarresngge le aie ai . 1 entered the injunction, RKO would 
| White Plains and Long Island last have been in the peculiar position of 
ee cece.” a ra . P ae oe ‘ tle I Ulidl } Siti 
| Summer, a flock of authors and com- having to defend itself in two courts 
|posers being billed. Most of the 


the same time. 


at 
at 


original material is said to have been 


| replaced. 
Street last night 
reason it has a top of $4.40. 

haywire on musicals as instanced by 


‘Night of Love,’ 





week. That show, 
| involve a production outlay compar- 
jable with the others mentioned, 
though it is believed to have lost 
considgrable coin on the road. 





Teaching the Soldiers 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

One-reeler treating of social dis- 
eases will be made by a top director 
20th-Fox for showing in Army 
camps. 

It’s part of Hoilywood’s 
bution to the preparedness program. 


Recognized showmen can also go | 


contri- | 


Bergman i in 1 Two- Timer 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Ingrid Bergman, on loan from 
David O. Selznick, gets the femme 


‘Heat’ opened at the 44th | 
(Tuesday) and is 
| reported representing a production | 
nut of around $100,000, principal | 





the quick demise of J. J. Shubert’s | lead opposite Spencer Tracy in the 
which opened and | Metro picture, ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
closed at the Hudson in the same | Hyde,’ 
however, did not 


due to start tomorrow (Wed.) 
with Victor Fleming directing. 

Swedish actress is finishing her 
current chore in ‘Rage in Heaven’ 
on the Culver City lot. 





Here Comes the Cavalry 4 Dangerous Game (U) 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
U. S. troopers gallop on the screen 
in the sixth of Warners’ patriotic 
shorts, 
be produced by Gordon Hollings- 
head. 
Picture will be made 
tcolor at Ft. Sill, Kas, 


in Techni- 


‘The Cavalry at Ft. Sill,’ to} 


| Tall, 


| Back Street (U) 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—11/22/40 


——————$ 











Week OF RELEASE—11/29/ 40 








Dr. Kildare’s Crisis (M-G) 


Remedy for Riches (RKO) cD 
| Meet the Missus (Rep) 12/18 Cc 
| Tin Pan Alley (20th) 11°27 MU 
The Bank Dick (U) 12/4 Cc 
Blackout (UA) D 
Lady with the Red Hair (WB) 11/13 D 


Ellery Queen—Master Detective (Col) 12/25D 6 
12/ D 173 


R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 


67 J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 

64 R. Karns-R. Donnelly 

9% A. Faye-J. Oakie 

68 W. C. Fields-F. Pangborn 
87 C. Veidt-V. Hobson 

78 M. Hopkins-C. Rains 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/6/40 





Great Plane Robbery (Col) 11/20 M 
Thundering Frontier ne 9/18 w 
Ge West (M-G) 12/1 Cc 


Chamber of Horrors (none) 
A Night at Earl Carroll’s (Par) 
Border Legion (Rep) 11/27 


M 
11/20 MU 62 
w 38 








55 ry Holt-V. Lester 

55 C. Starrett-l. Meredith 

79 Marx Bros.-J. Carroll } 
G. Malo-L. Banks 
K. Murray-R. Hobart 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 


The Fargo Kid (RKO) W 63 T. Holt-J. Drummond 

Charter Pilot (20th) 12/29 CD WW L. Bari-L. Nolan | 
Margie (U) 9/18 C S88 T. Brown-N. Grey 
She Couldn’t Say No (WB) C 64 R.Pryor-E. Arden 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/13/40 





Pride of the Bowery (Mono) D 
Comrade X (M-G) 12/11 M 
Texas Rangers Ride Again(Par) 11/6 WD 
Mysterious Dr. Satan (Rep) 11/20 M 
Murder Over New York (20th) 12/4 M 
Trail of the Vigilantes (U) 12/11 w 
Flight from Destiny (WB) 1/4 D 


L. Gorcey-B. Jordan ~ 
Cc. Gable-H. Lamarr 

J. Howard-E. Drew 

E. Ciannelli-R. Wilcox 

S. Toler-M. Weaver 

F. Tone-B. Crawford 

T. Mitchell-J. Lynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/20/40 





Phantom Submarine (Col) M 
Her First Romance (Mono) D 
No, No, Nanette (RKO) 12/25 MU 
Behind the News (Rep) 12/25 D 
Lone Star Raider (Rep) 12/18 w 
Jennie (20th) cD 


Give Us Wings (U) 11/13 ™ 
Here Comes Navy (WB) (reissue) 7/24/44 D 


A. Louise-B. Brand 

E. Fellows-W. Evans 
A. Neagle-R. Carlson 
L. Nolan-D. Davenport 
B. Livingston-B. Steele 
V. Miller-D. Bowdon 
W. Ford-V. Jory 

J. Cagney-P. 0’ Brien 


77 
96 
74 
57 
78 
6u 
By 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/ 27/40 





= | 


The Wildcat of Tucson (Col) 
Keeping Company (M-G) 1/4 
Rolling Home to Texas (Mono) 
Love Thy Neighbor (Par) 12/25 
North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 
12/18 
1/4 
Chad Hanna (20th) 12/18 
The Invisible Woman (U) 
Thief of Bagdad (UA) 10/16 
Santa Fe Trail (WB) 12/18 
North West Mounted Police (Par) 


1/4 


“kdvzeooueds 


10/23 





B. Elliott-E. Young 

A. Rutherford-J. Shelton 
T. Ritter 

81 J. Benny-M. Martin 

125 G. Cooper-M. Carroll 

86 ~G. “ogers-D. Morgan 

71 D. O’Keefe-L. Campbell 
86 H. Fonda-L. Darnell 

J. Barrymore-J. Howard 
105 C, Veidt-J. Duprez 

E. Flynn-O. de Havilland 


123. G, Cooper-M. Carroll 





WEEK OF RI RELE ASE—1/3/ ‘41 





This ‘Thing Called Love ,« ol) 12, 25 re 
| Flight Command (M- 12/18 Ww 
You’re Out of Luck (Mono) D 


Trail of the Silver Spurs (Mono) w 

Second Chorus (Par) 12/4 MU 
6/26 

Hudson's Bay (20th) 12 /25 

Lucky Devils (U) 

Where Did You Get That Girl? (U) 

Son of Monte Cristo (UA) 12/4 

Four Mothers (WB) 1/15 


WEEK OF REL E! 


4 











Pinto Kid (Col) 
Maisie Was a Lady (M-G) 1 
Doomed Caravan (Par) 
Wyoming Wildcat (Rep) 

Little Men (RKO) 12/4 

M. Shayne, Private Detective = 12/25 
San Francisco Docks (U) 1 

Case of the Black Parrot (WB) 1/ 


15 


“woveddcs > = 


15 





92° R. Russell- M. Douglas 
11s R. Taylor-R. Hussey 
62 F.Darro 


— 


R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
84 =F. Astaire-P. Goddard 
95 C. Brook-J. Campbell 
94 Pp. Muni-G. Tierney 

R. Arlen-A. Devine 
64 H. Parrish-E. Quillan 
102. LL. Hayward-J. Bennett 
837 «Lane Sisters-C. Rains 
E—1/10/41 

¢. Starrett-L. rr urrie 
716 . Sothern-L. Ayres 

w. Boyd-R. Hayden 

D. Barry-J. Duncan 
84 «=«K. Francis-J. Oakie 
77 L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
65 B. Meredith-I. Hervey 
ou OW. Lundigan- M. Wrixon 





WEEK OF RELE ASE—1 /17/ fi 





The Face Behind the Mask (Col) D 
Philadelphia Story (M-G) 11/27 D 
Victory (Par) 12/18 D 
Let’s Make Music (RKO) 12/12 MU 
Robinhood of the Pecos (Rep) 1/15 w 
Romance of the Rio Grande (20th) 1/4 Ww 
Six Lessons from Madame LaZonga (U) Cc 
Honeymoon for Three (WB) Cc 


P. Lorre-E. Keyes 
11} K. Hepburn-C. Grant 
77 =F. March-B. Field 
82 B. Crosby-E. Risdon 
59 R. Rogers-M. Reynolds 
73° C. Romero-P. Morison 

rm Velez-H. Parrish 

- Brent- J. Wyman 


WEEK ¢ OF RELE ASE—1/24/41 


The Wild “Man of Borneo (M- G) Cc 
Life With Henry (Par) 

The Saint in Palm Springs (RKO) 
Road Show (UA) 

Dark and Handsome (20th) 
Ridin’ on a Rainbow (Rep) 

High Sierra (WB) 


watavall| 


- WEEK OF RELEASE—1/31/41 


F. “Morgan- B. Burke 
J. Cooper-L. Ernst 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
C. Landis-A. Menjou 
C, Romero-M. Berle 
G. Autry-S. Burnett 
H. Bogart- | i F upino 








Adam Had Four Sons (Col) 
Come Live with Me (M-G) 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith (RKO) 
Arkansas Judge (Rep) 
Petticoat Politics (Rep) 

Girl in the News (20th) 1/4 


Bpaaeag 





—_-— 


W. Baxter-I. Bergman 
J. St@Wart-H. Lamarr 
C. Lombard-R. Montgomery 
Weaver Bros. & Elviry 
R. Karns-R. Donnelly 

11 M. Lockwood-E. Williams 
C. Boyer-M. Sullavan 





WEEX OF RELEASE—2/ ‘6/41 





The I Devil Commands (Col) 
Blonde Inspiration (M-G) 

| Yeu’re the One (Par) 
Along the Rio Grande (RKO) 
| Ride, Kelly, Ride (26th) 


Zatavz 


— 


B. Karloff-A. Duff 
J. Shelton-V. Grey 

O. Tucker-B. Baker 
T. Holt-B. Rhodes 

E. Pallette-R. Quigley 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 





WEEK OF RELEASE 2/13/41 





Across the Sierras (Col) Ww 
The Bad Man (M-G) w 
Virginia (Par) 1/15 RD 
A Girt, a Guy and a Gob (RKO) Cc 
Bad Man from Rio (Rep) w 
Golden Hoofs (20th) D 
Bury Me Not on the Lone Prairie (U) w 
Meet the Chump (U) Cc 


B. Elliott-L. Walters 

W. Beery-L. Barrymore 

M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 

G. Murphy-L. Ball ° 
D. Barry-V. Carroll 

J. Withers-C. Rogers 

J. Brown-F. Knight 

H. Herbert-A. Nagel 


107 
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‘Damaged Goods Denied Hays Seal, [ decipher Decree 


So Criterion Pix Sues for $1,500,000 





Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 


Motion Picture Producers and Dis- | 


tributors of America, Inc., its prexy, 
Will Hays, Joseph I. Breen, head of 
the association production code ad- 
ministration, and virtually all major 
producers-distributors, as well as a 
number of leading theatre circuits, 
are named in an anti-trust action 
filed in U. S. district court here 
charging monopoly and restraint of 
trade. Action, brought by Criterion 
Pictures Corp., an independent pro- 
duction outfit, seeks triple damages 
of $1,500,000 under the Sherman and 
Clayton anti-trust laws. . 

Action is an outcome of the re- 
ported refusal of MPPDA and its 
Production Code Administration to 
issue a certificate of approval to 
plaintiff for its picture, ‘Damaged 
Goods,’ produced in 1937, while sub- 
sequently approving the Warners 
production of ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet,’ which like ‘Damaged Goods,’ 
deals with a social disease. 

Complaint charges that the Pro- 
ducers-Distributors corporation has 


been formed to freeze out the inde- | 


»’ 
vy 





Honor Bob O’Donnell 


Dallas, Jan. 14. 

The tribute of Dallas’ show busi- 
ness was heaped on R. J. O'Donnell 
early last week (6) at a testimonial 
luncheon given in his honor at the 
Hotel Adolphus by the Variety Club, 

More than 1,000 persons, represent- 
ing every phase of this city’s theatre 
industry and other walks of life, at- 
; tended the event, timed to mark 
O’Donnell’s’_ retireme as chief 
barker of the organization. He was 
| presented with a small gold placque 


| from 

















Continued from page 7am 


secretary of the company, starts on 
a tour of all the company’s branches 
the end of this week. He goes first 
to Los Angeles and will work east 
there. Jenkins will do the 


| whole job alone rather than be as- 


attesting to his unselfish service to | 


profession and community and re- 
cording his life membership in the 
Variety Club. 


10c-DUAL HOUSE 
WAR IMPENDS 





pendent producers and that i: sanc- | 


tions productions only for a chosen | 


IN MPLS. 





few. 

Defendants named are the | 
MPPDA, Paramount Pictures, Inc., | 
Paramount Pictures Distributing | 


Corp., Inc., Loew’s Inc., Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mavyer Corp., 
Mayer Distributing Corp. of Texas; 
Irving Trust Co., as trustees in bank- 
ruptcy for the RKO Corp.; RKO- 
Radio Pictures. Inc., Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum Corp., RKO Proctor Corp., 
RKO Midwest Corp., Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc., Vitagraph, Inc., War- 
ner Brothers Circuit Management, 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 20th- 
Century-Fox Distributing Corp., Na- 
tional Theatres Corp., 20th Century- 
Fox Corporation of Texas, Columbia 
Pictures Corp., Columbia Pictures 
Distributing Corp., Universal Pic- 
tures Co., Inc., Universal Film £x- 
changes, Inc., Universal Corporation, 
United Artists Ccrp., Samuel Gold- 
wyn, Inc., Ltd., Will H. Hays and 
Joseph I. Breen. 


°’ 
Rep’s Jungle Queen 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Republic’s next 
Girl,’ based on the 
female of the species is 


serial is ‘Junsle 
theory that the 


more al- 


Metro-Goldwyn- | 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

Because of the granting of a 
license to Irving Gillman to operate 
the Gayety, for more than two de- 
cades the home of burlesque here, 
as a dime subsequent-run double 
feature film house, other exhibitors 
in the same lower loop Gateway sec- 
tion threaten to ‘blast the city wide 
open.’ Northwest Allied is holding 
a special meeting this week to dis- 
cuss the situation. 

The Gateway exhibitors declare 
they'll institute cash giveaways and 
‘rackets’ and run large insti- 
tutional ads in the newspapers for 
their dime double-feature programs, 
asking the public ‘why pay more?’ 
Up to this time there has been an 
unwritten agreement not to adver- 
tise the dime double features or to 
use ‘rackets.’ 

Owners of four other houses in 
the Gateway, within a few blocks’ 
radius, opposed the Gayety on the 

ds that the district already is 
Because of the Gayety 
opening, Harry Dryer, who has the 
Bijou in the Gateway, will reopen 
600-seat Lyra, next door to the 
sijou. He bought the house several 


‘ars ago 


other 


Yroun 


eated. 


ver 


in order to close it up. 


aside Stuff—Pictures 


tractive than the male. 

New cliffer is based on a varn 
by Edgar Rice Burroug! , aut rv of 
*Tarzan.’ 

Despite the unpleasant view of p 


{In ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Life a 
are not too difficult to tie up as the 


it in a big way last week. Star Kat} 


‘But in one respect 


azines, that ‘the t t’ 


play) knows better.’ 


Arthur W. Kelly and his United Art 


nearly $2,000,000 I Irance pre 
negative to U. S. from England, 
came to $50,000. Technicians, paid 
? 


he added 


Paramount is 
Polish writer of sea stories 
were studying Conrad’s life in 
‘Victory’. 


cont 
Authors adventures were 


Fredric March is under cotsideration for 


in ‘Victory’, 


‘Story’ was the ‘Movie of the W 
a buildup. Mag did take cognizance 
‘The Philadelphia 
is based on the naive assumption tha 
right sort’ don’t al! 
that editors get picture stories by bl 


re-selling job on ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ 
from thousands of accounts after tl 
i For one thing, its completior 
more on the basic pl Te! ‘tion ve 


footage in the west, repfe 


figuring on a picture |} 


Idea was 


e mags and their publishe given 
publisher, who 


in the film, came through for 


suviects 


irine Hepburn appeared on the cover 
eek,’ handed two pages of photos and 
yf the ip at it, howeve taling 
Story’ is childish. Part of its plot 


t ‘nice people’ don’t read pic 


low themselves to be photographed 


1! Philir we fanthne af tha 
i nail. Philip Barry (author of the 
roe a 1 r 
ts -s Organization did a diff 
yoOing out and gett higher price 
i vhat they had in the Korda 
A i $300.000 I 
id » 7 int s to 
} y e l 
1 ‘ 
ere moO a \ l € { 
i} ' ‘ ? " r 
¢ > a é ¢ 1 1 ¢ ‘ 
nased tne ¢ ef of Josey ( " 
OI I i¢ oO res@a ) 
ection with the filming of h novel, 


s book 


found to be as absorbing as h 
; starred 


the title role. March is 


The French film industry cannot be revived 


Oners of war are at the mercy 


while 2,000,000 French pris- 


? 


of the Germans, while the mere task of 
finding enough food is the first thought 


of everybody. This is the con- 


firmation of the obvious given in New York by Jean Renoir, director of 
‘Grand Illusion’ and ‘The Human Beast.’ 


In tearing out a part of the old w: 
Which is the rebuilt Grand Opera House, 


35 years old was found. 


Was not indicated. 


Phone number on it is Chelsea 


ull of the RKO 23d Street, New York 


a ticket eQvelope that is about 


Its face bore the name of Cohan & Harris’ Grand 
Opera House, but the show for whi 


ch the holder had bought the ducats 
525. 


Paramount studio employees who go into military service will draw sums. 
equal to six weeks regular pay, not to exceed $600, to be paid in 12 weekly 


installments. Studio also announced 
VW . . ‘ 
ali group life insurance policies of 


that it will carry, a own expense, 





iraft 


sisted by two 
torneys as was under consideration 
Keough for Par 

Austin C. Keough, vice-president 
and general counsel of Paramount, 
who worked on the decree, went to 
Boston Monday (13) to address 
Par’s branch force there. The pro- 
gram being to put in similar appear- 
ances elsewhere, Keough stated that 
he is going ‘to try desperately hard 
to reduce the decree to simple Eng- 
lish.’ He added that he wants ques- 
tions asked to remove any doubt that 
might exist as to the precise mean- 
ing of the provisions under which 


| the boys will have to sell the 1941- 


; country, 


42 product. 

Prior to going to Boston on his 
first out-of-town exchange visit, 
Keough presided at a mass meeting 
at the Par N.Y. branch, which also 
serves northern N. J. 
legal department of Par was asked 
to attend. 
office distribution and theatre de- 
partments also were there. Milt 
Kusell, eastern district 


change, which has three branch 
managers, one for N.Y., one for 
Brooklyn and another for N. J. 

Being unable to cover the entire 
Keough will take certain 
sections and Louis Phillips, a dis- 
tribution expert of long standing, 
will take others. Phillips, who was 
in Madison, Wis. last week on an 
anti-trust suit, went from there to 
St. Louis to ‘simplify’ the decree for 
the exchange force there and yester- 
day (Tues.) he was in Kansas City. 
He is scheduled to preside at a meet- 
ing today with the Indianapolis ex- 
change group, then return to New 
York, going out again later on. 
Keough himself will take care of the 
east, all of the south, southwest and 
far west, under the plan, while 
*hillips will cover the northern tier 
of states, the northwest and portions 
of the midwest. 

Zimmerman Tours for RKO 

William Zimmerman, RKO attorney 
who sat in on the decree negotia- 
tions with the Government, will tour 
the entire country for RKO. He has 
already held five meetings, New 
York, Washington, New Haven, Bos- 
ton and Albany to explain operations 
under the decree and with a view to 
securing a basic formula for similar 


huddles in other exchange points. 
Zmmerman reported to Ned E 
Depinet, v.p. over distribution in RKO 
that he found the branch personnel 
V el] posted and that as a re ult Oo! 
the disct 3) and the pertinent 


to him, the 


broad 


company 


cross-section 


of all the basic problems likely to 
arise vhere in the country 
WB and Metro are expected to 
ver branches in the same manner 
ge il is RKO, Par and 2 


RKO REVERSES SELF ON 
‘NIGHT TRAIN’ SLEEPER 


. ; menses 
RKO circuit. which a _ couple 
+} - P >, 1,4 
months ago refused to give ‘N 
Train’ more than two da pla j 
time i ually completed a c 
to e the t » and give it a 
minimum < e days in each ho 
W he RKO ed to give the pic- 
’ 7) x +h, ht f " 
y T ) 
a 
i é tKO 
\4 
t h } e 4 ) 
) | ‘ Tt f } 
1 ‘ ¥ £ T 
P ‘i 
: } t the ( 
Bre 1d ce ove ng ? er ‘ 
g Originally in the 20% alloca 
tior : for fore made ‘N iat 


Train’ has since been boosted to the 
: 
i 


highest, or 40 bracket. Brandt 
bought the film for their Globe on 
flat rental for the firtt two weeks 


(it wasn't expected to hold that 
and are now 


deal with 


long) working out a 
percentage 20th for t 

remainder of the stay. House ha 
tilted its regular 


55¢c evening admis} 





} = 
to 99¢ every I sht as high a tne 


Radio City Music Hall. 


WB'S AUTO CAMPER 


Hollywood, Jan 14. 
Auto camps are bared to the 
camera's eye in ‘Highway 99,’ slated 
to roll! March 1 at Warners 
Top femme role is assig t 


other 20th-Fox at-, 


| ‘Caught in the Draft.’ 


The entire | 


Members of the home| 


manager, | 
makes headquarters at the N.Y. ex- | 





W. Allied Convention Problems Run 
Gamut From Consent to ASCAP Fee 


,% 





Sarong in ‘Dildo Cay’ | 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Dorothy Lamour draws the star- 
ring spot in a semi-tropic play, ‘Dildo 
Cay,’ to be produced and directed 
by Edward Griffith for Paramount 
from the Nelson Haves novel, screen- 
played by Virginia Van Upp. 

Currently the star is working in 
the B. G. DeSylva_ production, 
‘Cay’ goes be- 
fore the lenses early in June. 


EXPECT REPEAL 
OF MICH. BAN 
ON BINGO 


Detroit, Jan. 14 
Without any major’ lobbying on 
their part, Michigan's theatre own- 





ers see impending a lifting of the 
ban on bingo and other theatre 
games. Having adjusted themselves 


nicely to the rigid enforcement here 
even if the churches were goi” 
strong with bingo—they don't kr .» 
whether the impending relief will be 
a boon or a boomerang. 

Coming up in 


ture is a bill which would legalize 
all betting in Michigan. Following 
the huge graft scandal in Detroit, 


indictment of more 
ps and city officials, the 
decided it would be a 
legalize the bookies, 
ending a source of graft and boosting 
the state’s revenues. 

A consequence of this new law, 
the legislators declared, would be 
measures legalizing other 
s of gambling which includes 


the theatre 


which saw the 
than 150 ec 
legislature 


8 ne 
good idea to 


additional 
form 
games. 


Caster Wins Judgment 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 


Judgment of $4,300 was awarded 
or Court to Florence Hume, 

head of Cinema Casting Ageney, 
against Eugene Frenke, W. Gawartin 
and George Hirlim: 
tel mortgage held by the defendants 


in Super 


on a motion picture film, ‘Murder or 
Sunset Boulevard,’ which starred 
Sally Rand 

Frenke is the husband of Anna 
Sten, f ictress, and Gawartin is 


the State Legisla- | 


in, to void a chat- | 





Minnaepolis, Jan, 14. 

Northwest Allied has called a cone 
vention of the territory’s independ- 
ents here Jan. 21-22 to ‘save inde- 
pendent exhibitors from bankruptcy, 
by setting wheels in motion to knock 
out the five-picture buying provision 
and other ‘injurious’ and ‘unfair’ con- 
decree features, eliminate 16 
m.m. film competition, stop any fur- 
ther theatres construction, put the 
skids under the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers’ 
music fee, combat a proposed state 
| theatre admission tax, launch a came 
vaign to ‘bring the public back’ to 
the film houses, halt a move to out- 
law theatre giveaways and throw 
down the gauntlet to distributors 
‘guilty of excessive and unreasonable 
percentage demands.’ 


sent 


It will be Northwest independent 
exhibitors’ ‘last ditch’ stand against 
‘tyranny’ which is threatening their 
very existence—a ‘gathering of the 
ans’ for ‘the desperate battle for 
; self-preservation,’ according to Fred 
‘Strom, the organization’s executive 


| secretary. 


| 
| 


Cc 


The independents will devise ways 
and means to obtain passage of a 
code of trade practices by the state 
legisletures, Strom says. This code, 
already prepared, would nullify and 
abrogate the objectionable consent 
decree clauses, according to Strom. 
Its provisions, he asserts, were ap- 
nroved by film company executives 
before the consent decree came into 
being. 

While ‘exorbitant’ film and other 
costs and ‘unfair’ trade practices are 
forcing exhibitors to the wall, many 
|Northwest Allied leaders still feel 
ing all branches of the trade is how 
to increase theatre attendance, Strom 

say In line with this, a campaign 
will be formulated to ‘bring back’ to 
ithe theatres the many who 
quit attending, he announces. 


people 
h: ve 

Particularly under fire, as far as 
percentages go, is Metro’s demand 
for 50°) and advanced admissions for 
the subsequent ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
releases, according to Strom. Inde- 
pendents are determined to resist 
other 50% demand, he 


th and any 
dec l ire 


Lab Sues for Print 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 





W in laboratory filed suit in 
( yurt against Slavko Vorka- 
nding the ir iediate ree 
of the print of ‘The Forest 
Mu i film depicting a musi- 
al composition by Richard Wagner, 
Act charge that Varkapich is 

} the print illegally 










Twice Daily 2:40-8:40 All Seats Reserved 


WALT DISNEY’S 


FANTASIA 


with STOKOWSKI conducting 
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CINGER ROGERS in 
“KITTY FOYLE” 
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SECOND WEEK! 
The Four Daughters Are Now 


“FOUR MOTHERS” 


Priscilla ETLANE - Rosemary LANE 
Lola LANE - Gale PAGE 
A Warner Bros, Hit 
IN 
PERSON Swing and Sway With 
AND HIS 


SAMMY KAYE oociesTRA 
STRAND Bway & 47 St. 
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THE ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


‘A trade paper not subsidized by any one faction or 
perso n of that trade ts a valuable weapon for the trade 
stsclf as a whole’ (quotation from an editorial in Va- 
niETY Jeb. 14, 1924). 

Read that again, please. 


It’s the thought for this week, the week when 
VARIETY resumes its normal weekly grind after pro- 
ducing its annual special m umber under date of 
Jan. 8. It’s the obvious thoug ht as the United 
States and the world and the entertainment indus- 
try and = specialized publications plunge ahead 
toward an uncertain fate. One-half the peoples of 
the world live under tyranny. For them the inde- 
pendence VARIETY loves to brag about does not and 
cannot exist. In their lands the very concept of 
editorial policy based on nothing more authoritarian 
than editorial judgement 1s considered naive and 
laughable. 

Even here, let it not go unrecorded, men who seem 
willing to applaud freedom of the press for daily 
newspapers are sometimes slow to accord the same 
‘privilege’ to a trade publication. And let it be 
added it took a bit of getting there for VARIETY to 
reach its 35th Anniversary in devotion to the quix- 
otic notion that it should be the sole judge of what 
Was news. 


In those parts of the world where a free news- 
paper may still freely circulate the 35th Anniver- 
sary edition of Variety began last week to spread 
outward from New York the widening ripples of 
its considerable weight of 180 pages. By mails 


and on newsstands it circulated throughout this 
country and Canada last week and is already in 
the nearby countries of Mexico and Cuba. Later 


before two weeks, 

They may be read- 
green-covered edition of 
Variety in the Malay Straits at Easter time. It 
may bob up in remote Tasmania months hereafter. 
Meantimg there are new multi-lingual broadcaster- 
showmen readers in South Anicrica, made freshly 
aware of American radio and show business by re- 
cent Pan-Americanism. 


it will reach England. Hardly 
perhaps not for three weeks. 
ing the special annual 


The Anniversary edition—any year—is always. a 
very special effort of the staff of Variety. It is al- 
ways heavy-laden with a wealth of special text. 
Through the years it has _become a standard adver- 


tising medium for the year-end, year-beginning an- 
nouncements of great organizations and great person 
alities. It has been the mirror of the entertain- 
ment-makers of the whole world and no fact in the 
35th Anniversary edition is so significant and so 
eloquent as the pages of advertising from [:ngland. 
Bombed, blitzed and blasted, under the constant 
menace of extinction, the entertainment business of 
England carries on. Nothing could so vividly illus- 
trate this as the calm confidence implicit in those 
announcements by English advertisers addressing 
the rest of the world through the Vartety Anni- 
versary edition—the special dress parade number 
that is kept for future reference. 

For 51 issues every year VARIETY is a high-speed 
catch-it-on-the-fly newspaper eternally rushing to 
press with information for its readers. Once a 
year in the big green-covered special it sums up its 
own work and each year in this issue leaders join 
with VARIETY in an inventory of achievement. The 
Anniversary edition is primarily a prestige catalog, 
a recapitulation of what has happened in the im- 
mediate past and is likely to happen in the imme- 
diate future. In the 35th edition last week read- 
ers found among the advertisers established suc- 
cesses, names everybody now knows, names every- 
body will soon know. All of them taken together 
form a pretty good index of 1940-41 importance. 
All of them express by their participation an ap- 
preciation of the institution of the Variety Anni- 
versary edition. 





Those two rich midwinter specials (a) fruit cake 
and (b) the anniversary edition of Variety need 
not be devoured at one sitting. Save what you 
didn't get to the first time for the tasty morsels to 
be enjoyed at later, more leisurely nibblings. 

How did the advertising agencies rate in show- 
manship during 1940—you won't see this frank 
calling ‘em anywhere else, but it’s on page 89 of 
VARIETY. 





Interested in how Chicago radio production 
thrives without names? Read Harry Kopf’s article 
on page 87. The radio art of manufacturing catch- 
phrases is interestingly explained by L. J. Wagner 
of Schwimmer & Scott agency on page 92. Read 
CBS report captioned ‘Television Becomes Color- 
ful’ (page 94) and Charles Gaines of World Broad- 
casting discusses “The Past—And _ Future—of 





Funny Money’ Case Costs J. W. Gum 
Two Year Disbarment From FCC 


7% 
. 4 


| FORMER ACTOR NOW EXEC! 


oe Garland Is Asst. Commer- 
cial Manager of WBBM | 
Chicago, Jan. 14. | 


Charles Garland has been ap- 
' pointed assistant commercial man- | 











Washington, Jan. 14. 

A two-year disbarment from prac- 
tice before the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission was meted out 
Saturday (11) to James W. Gum, 
Washington radio attorney, because 
of shady transactions connected with | 
the affairs of WSAL, Salisbury, Md. | 
Because he ‘failed to conform to rec- 


ognized standards of professional 
conduct,” Gum’s name was stricken 
from the list of accredited barristers 
until Jan. 1, 1943. Spanking is the |} 
outcome of ‘funny-money’ activities | 
indulged in by Gum when the sta- | 








house’ recorded 


| Bondage.’ 


be heard 


‘Wheatena’ series, 


SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
TO INTRO HIS PIECE. 


Somerset Maugham will do a guest 
shot Feb. 24 on the ‘Wheatena Play- 
series over WEAF | 
and other local stations to introduce 
a radio version of his ‘Of Human 
Novelist will 
give his spiel in person, bok in case | 
he isn’t available at that time, will | 
via recording, 
scription having already been made. 


‘Bondage,’ the sixth drama in the 
will follow 


ager of WBBM. J. Kelly Smith, gen- | 
eral sales manager of Radio Sales 
|and commercial chief of WBBM, | 
made the appointment, | 
Garland has been with WBBM 
|}since 1928, during the early years 
|as a performer and producer and 
since 1930 in the sales department. 


Old Gold Men 
To N.Y. for New 


juice as 


| with 





) for 


probably 


the tran- 








Donald Flamm can stew 
far 


Edward J. 
| scheduled sale of WMCA, New York, 
$850,000 
|}courts to determine. 
was given last week in 
Flamm's request for reconsideration 
of the Commission order approving 
transfer of control of WMCA to the 
candy mint magnate. 


On legal grounds, the FCC refused 


Transcriptions’ on page 101. Ever stop to reflect 
on the business side of Operating a quiz program? 
Ralph Edwards of “Truth and Consequences’ 
izes some of the problems on page 103. 
interesting remarks about 
Grauer and about Frequence Modulation by 
Poppele (both page 91) and Haydn Evans of 
WTAQ, Green Bay explains ‘Small Town Talent’ 
(93). 


ten 
*eNani™ 


There 
announcers hy 


are 


Any of these stories may provide you with a 
tasty morsel you would be sorry to have missed: 

‘RADIO'S SOOTHSAYERS’—Fd Grunwald of 
VaRIETY, explains the mumbo-jumbo of radio re- 
search (page 103). 

‘HOW TO-OPERATE ‘IN THE PUBLIC IN- 
TEREST’—11 pointers for smart stations are un- 
derscored by Gene Carr of WGAR, Cleveland 
(page 104). 

‘LITTLE BROTHER OF THE ROOSTERS’— 
The early morning side of radio broadcasting is 
sketched by early-rising Pat Barnes (page 

‘SAWING A SPONSOR IN HALF’—A 
tive essay by Robert J. Landry, tells nearly 
how they don’t do it at the networks (page &8). 

‘FAREWELL TO BLONDES’ — Ben Bodee 
of Varrety isn’t being autobiographical in this one, 
Instead he traces certain changes in the art of sta- 
tions relations (page 94), 

‘HOLLYWOOD’—A short reprise. 
Jack Hellman was sick, so he wrote the 
he did in 1939, and it still fits (page 91). 

‘WILLKIE HAD SCRIPT TROUBLE’ 
author of ‘The Key to Happiness 
analyzes why Willkie’s 
match F.D.R.’s (page 93). 

‘RADIO CLICHE EXPERT TAKES STAND’ 


26 - 
reflec- 
all on 


VARIETY’S 
Saine story 


The 
. Harold Sherman, 
showmanship couldn't 


—Some fun with the overdone radio phrases by 
Dick Pack and Lester Gottlieb (page 95). 


‘SPEAKING OF RADIO MONOPOLY THE 
ACTORS WHO CAN’T GET IN HAVE SOME 
IDEAS’—The eternal question, how to crash radio, 
is looked into by Variety's Hobe Morrison (page 
96). 

‘VAGUE WORDS—BUT VITAL’—Julius See- 
bach of WOR considers some radio fundamentals 
(page 104). 

‘HOW NBC SERVICES NEWSPAPERS’— 
The modus operandi of a network press depart- 
ment told by Bill Kostka (page 95), 

And this is only a part....the 35th 


Anniversary 
edition repays careful re-readings, 


FCC Declines to Rescue Donald Flamm 


He Asked, It Gave Permission to Sell WMCA— It’s 


Flamm’s Problem If He’s Sorry 


Washington, Jan. 14. there is 


no provision in the rules 

in hisown Py which an applicant can ask to 

as the Federal Com- have undone an action taken at his 

munications Commission is concern- Tequest. In addition, Flamm _ was 


ed, and the outcome of the squabble | S10w about acknowledging a Com- 
Noble over the ™ish letter calling for more infor- 
mation and cannot beg off because 


he passed up an opportunity to with- 
draw the transfer papers. 

As forecast, the FCC took the view 
that the deal was a fait accompli. 
There was no allegation that Flamm 


matter for the 
Such an answer 
reply to 


is a 


had been ‘aggrieved’ or the de- 
cision ‘adversely affected’ his inter- 
ests—especially since he asked for 





tion first was established. Transmit- ‘One to reopen the application for per- iene? to a stock for Noble's 
ter_whose license was revoked sev-| Way Passage,’ which starts Feb. 3 | om on Plan mission to sell WMCA. In effect the | ©@S"—the regulators noted. . 
eral months ago—was financed in ¢ and runs three weeks. Current play | D regulators said they found the It Flamm had changed his mind 
m ysteri us manner, with a dummy | The Citadel,’ with Ralph Forbes and | | transaction would benefit the public | about going through with the deal 

tup involving an obscure gas sta- Jill Esmond co-starred, winds up a| | and do not propose to take a second before the Commish acted on his 
ti in operator, a United States Sen- Pfive-week run Jan. 31. ‘One Way | er . |look to see if possibly they erred. | first plea, he should have let them 
ator and a Washington radio engi- Passage,’ from Robert Lord’s orig- _ District sales managers for Old Five of the six kilocycle cops sought | know, the regulators tartly ob- 
neer. The attorney, however, takes inal screenplay, is being adapted by Gold have ys gathering in New | to wash their hands of the affair served, Regulators cannot be mind- 
the rap. the regular ‘Wheatena’ authors, | York the Lge week to hear and see (Commissioner T. A. M. Craven, who | readers, in - oe words. 

Commish action came after Gum David Victor and Herbert Little, Jr. the general advertising and mer- | originally cautioned less speed and —_—— 

refused to appear on the rule t Those being considered for leads chandising presentation which J. | argued that the whole case should 
show cause, lass June, but sent his @re Elissa Landi, Ann Seymour Walter Thompson, new agency on be set down for hearing, did not par- 
attorney, Jesse Lee Hall, to argue Arlene Francis, Les Damon, James the account, has drawn up for the | ticipate despite spreading rumors | 
the matter before the Federal body. Meighan and Jean Allen. Like the cigaret. Radio phase of the forth- | that the deal was tinged with in- 























Hall, after a full hearing, agreed that 
the record should include the full 
record in the revocation case against 
WSAL, it was pointed out. 

Although Gum’s engineering ex- 
pert, Glenn D. Gillett, also was sus- 
pected of finagling in the WSAL ap- 
plication, no means exist whereby 
the FCC can exert punitive measures. | 
Former Senator Clarence A. Dill | 
(D.) Wash., also eluded the a 
light. 

Unusually harsh penalty imposed 
on the attorney has led to rumors 
that further action may be taken 
against the WSAL principals. Jus- 
tice Department sleuths are said to 


be readying for an investigation | 
which will include Gillett and the | 
ex-Senator. is 


‘ners Symphony, 


others. it is being package-produced 
by Wolf Associates and directed by 
Carlo DeAngelo. Actual recording 
will begin next Monday. Cast for 
‘Bondage’ is still unselected. 





May Knock Harmonica 
Down His WHO Throat 


Des Moines, Jan. 14. 

Glen (Shorty) Hogan, harmonica- 
playing member of the Sunset Cor- 
staff orchestra at 
WHO, Des Moines, Iowa, is entered 
in the 1941 WHO Golden Gloves 
amateur boxing tournament. Hogan 
will compete in the flyweight class. 

He was flyweight champicn of 

southern Missouri in 1933. 


coming Old Gold campaign will be 
fixed as a result of these meetings 
this week. 

Thompson has considered 19 pro- 
grams in its quest for Old Gold. 





Hunt for Philco 


Frazier Hunt, correspondent-com- 
mentator, starts Tuesday-Thursday- 
Saturday night series over WOR-Mu- 
tual next Tuesday (21) under Philco 
sponsorship. 
porter, not a commentator, 

Shows will be transcribed and will 
allow a time break at the close for 
a local announcer of each station air- 
ing the series to cut in with last- 


minute news flashes 


He'll spiel as a re-| 


| consideration 


| trigue)., 

The Ccmmish conceded its order 
| does not compel Flamm to turn over 
ithe WMCA stock to Noble, since the 
|action was ‘permissive’ in charac- 
ter. At fhe same time, the regula- 
tors saw no reason for tearing up 
their minds any more since ‘our con- 
sent has been given, and the matter 
is now one of private contractual 


| arrangements between the parties.’ 


No matter what circumstances 
prompted him to enter the pact with 
Noble, failure to understand the FCC 


_rules and to show proper respect for 
| the regulatory body trapped Flamm 


in his attempt to get Commish help 
in undoing the contract. The Com- 
mish decision dismissing his re- 
plea remarked 





that | 


ON CBS FEB. 22 


Schick Razor has tagged the 8:30-9 
o’clock period on CBS Saturday 
nights for a program which it fig- 
ures to debut Feb. 22. The show has 
not been selected. 

Schick has heretofore confined it- 
self to spot broadcasting, specializing 
in sports programs. 








Cleveland—Charles Swink leaves 
WIRE, Indianapolis, to join staff of 
WGAR as announcer, 
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Hd OTAND ON 
BMI (3 TOUGH 


N.A.B. boardmen and counsel 
for the networks were still hud- 
dling yesterday (Tuesday) on 
the question of yielding to a de- 
cree. The CBS forces appeared 
to be as adamant as ever on 
not knuckling down to the De- 
partment of Justice’s require- 
ments. Intimations have been 
made that NBC had agreed to 
go with Columbia for another 
10 days, as from last Tuesday 
(7) in the hope that a solution 
would be found for the contin- 
ued existence of BMI. No ‘or 
else’ contingency was attached, 
it was said, to the remark. 

30th radio and ASCAP camps 
were of the impression yester- 
day (Tuesday) that Arnold was 
prepared to start his proceedings 
against ASCAP and BMI in 
Milwaukee the middle of this 
week. In the meantime ASCAP 
proposes to sit back and watch 
what happens to the quality of 
network music and the affect 
that this might have on listen- 











ing habits. 
Washington, Jan. 14. 
Efforts of radio leaders to nego- 
tiate an armistice with the Justice 


Department that would head off 
threatened prosecution on anti-trust 
charges growing out of the perform- 
{ng rights row do not seem likely to 
succeed without a surrender that in- 
dustry people, especially CBS, de- 
clare would be an excessive price 
for small regurn. Over the strenuous 
protests of a minority which 
lutely maintained the trust-busters 
do not have a case, the industry did 
sound out Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Thurman Arnold and discovered 
the D. of J. official is adamant in 
insisting on sweeping changes in the 
method of operation followed by 
Broadcast Music, Inc. Table pound- 


reso- 


trust Division head astounded the 


flag of truce carriers and brought I- | 


told-you-so chorus from the element 
which wanted to fight the issue 
rather than explore the possibilities 
of compromise. 

After two sessions with Arnold and 
his aides, broadcasters were uncer- 
tain this week about the prospects 
of reaching an agreement. The Jus- 
tice Department attitude is that 
BMI and the networks must yield to 
demands for abolition of the blanket 
license principle and for assurance 
of clearance at the source. Broad- 
casters maintain they cannot over- 
haul the entire structure as speedily 
as Arnold wants, besides protesting 
that some aspects of his proposal 
unfair 
age 

The pr osed settlement must con- 
tain an escape clause, the radio peo- 
ple insist. No equity in requiring 
(Continued on page 37) 


are 
and will do widespread dam- 


I 
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At the end of the first t 


the radio broadcasting 
along these lines: 


‘Infringement suits have 
avoided.’ 


need radio publicity.’ 


WTCN Formula Avoids 
Music Union Embargo 


modern merchandising subst 





Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

When the Musicians’ Union threat- 
ened to pull the ‘Breakfast Club,’ 
coming from Chicago by remote con- 
trol, off WTCN here because the 
station persisted in making adver- 
tising announcements during th 
program, despite the union’s warn- 
ing, WTCN devised a way to cir- 
|cumvent the edict and retain part of 
{the program and continue with the 
spot announcements. Announce- 
ments will be made on both ends of 
the program, as permitted, and after 
15 minutes of the ‘Breakfast Club,’ 
from 8 to 8:15 a.m., the will 
use its own program for the next 15 
minutes to allow more 
Then at 8:15 it will cut in 
again on ‘Breakfast Club’ for 15 
more minutes, winding up 
with another of its station prog! 
final quarter hour. 


e —— — 


H. C. RICHARDSON 





station 


announce- 


ments, 


agaln 
ams 


ior the 


| WITH SEEDS AGENCY 


ing and club waving by the Anti- | 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Freeman Keyes has brought H. C 
Richardson into the Russel M. Seeds 
agency picture with Richardson 
Slated to act as special asistant to 
Keyes on general production and 
radio set-up 
Likely that Richardson will jour- 
between Chi and New York f 
figured to pre- 


an eastern office 


nev 
some time wnicn 1s 
sage the opening of 
for the Seeds agency. 


~ ———_ 


STAN SHAW STAYS SET 
Stan Shaw, of WNEW 
New York's owl record program, 
‘Milkman’s Matinee,’ signed a 


last week 


conductor 


the station 


there another three 
has 


contract with 
keeping him 
years. Program 


now for six 


been airing 
years between the 


hours of 2-7 a.m. 


It has 12 sponsors 


‘ASCAP on Parade’ Delayed a Wee 


Initial Program (18) Will Include Cohan, Rodgers, 
Speaks—Luckies’ Agency Retorts 


WHN, WNEW and WMCA, N. Y., 
will all go through with their con- 
tract to broadcast the series, ‘ASCAP 
on Parade,’ starting this Saturday 
(18). This ASCAP produced and 
sponsored series will run from 8 to 
9 p.m, 

The sales manager of one of the 
stations called Lord & Thomas, 
agency on the Lucky Strike account, 
and asked whether L & T would hold 
the incident against the station 
should any more spot business come 
up. The agency’s spokesman replied 
that he (the agency exec) wasn't 
running the station and that it was 
up the the station to decide what it 
wanted to do about the ASCAP pro- 
gram. Latter will be broadcast just 
before (9 p.m.) the now non-ASCAP 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade (CBS). 

WMCA will originate the program. 
Billy Rose will produce and among 


those who will ppear or the initial 
ASCAP broadcast are Irving Berlir 
George Cohan, Richard Rodgers, Ole) 
Speaks, Gene Buck, Richard Bennett 
conducting a 26--plece orchestra and 
a choir of 16 voices. Deems Taylor 
will m.c. and Oscar Hammerstein, 
3rd, will write the continuity. 

WNEW also begins a series today 
(Wed.) which it calls ‘Songwriters 
on Parade,’ using Dick Gilbert as 
m.c. of programs with ASCAP tunes 
and the songwriters responsible for 

m. It is scheduled for a half 
hour twice weekly, another carded 
for Friday (17), 9:30-10 p. m. 

First guest will be Irving Caesar, 
followed by Abner Silver on the 
17th, Ernie Burnett, the 22d, and 
Peter DeRose and May Singhi Breen 
on Jan. 24. Wherever possible each 
will sing or play their ASCAP 


writings 
WTrilings., 


the 


best 


severance of relations betw 

industry 

ASCAP the comment of radio men ranges 
‘The public isn’t protesting.’ 
Newspapers are stirring up the issue. 
“The film companies will force ASCAP 


to settle sooner or later. Film musicals 


“There is and can be no satisfactory 


On NBC Breakfast Club. 


wo weeks of 
een most of 
and 


buggies.’ 


largely been 


case.’ 


itute for mu- 


ANTI -RADIO 
BILL FROM 
TOBEY 


o—-—— 





Washington, Jan. 14. 

Proposal for a sweeptng study of 
the conduct of radio networks high- 
lighted a batch of radio bills 
resolutions thrown in the Congres- 
sional hopper in the first few days 
of the new session. Most of the 
measures are old friends, but the 
probe request of Senator Charles W. 
Tobey of New Hampshire is a major 
innovation. 

Bearing strongly on 
ered incidentally last year in the 
hearings on the Thad Brown nom- 
ination and the chain-monopoly re- 
port, Tobey wants the Interstate 
Commerce Committee of which he 
is a member to undertake a 


angles cOov- 


five- 
point inquiry that would have both 
the industry and the Federal Com- 
munications Commission as targets. 
His bill of particulars is much more 


hostile than numerous other meas- 
ures of similar character that have 
been put before the legislators in 
past years. 


Principal topics the New Hamp- 
shire Republican wants aired are 

1. Existence, extent, formation, 
legality and consequences of any 
monopoly in broadcasting or equip- 
ment business. 

2. Way the FCC has administered 
the radio provisions of the 1934 act. 
3. Performance of licensees and 
have exercised ‘the 
privileges conferred upon them’ by 
4. Effect on public 
work-affiliate 
5. Attempts by any ind 


interest of net- 


contracts. 


the radio business ‘to unduly inf! 
ence iy p ylie officia the exe 
cise of } duties.’ 

The same resolution he has spon- 
sored for years providing for in- 
q into license trafficking was 


nopperea by‘ Representative Richard 


B. Wigglesworth, Massachuetts 
blican Representative Fran 
( of New York, another Re- 
publica eintroduced b ba f 
y r { ’ VE e ; 
R ve . H Pete 
f F oa t 
the pre 
i lg supe r {co 
¢ ‘ k { ( i pl ie 
° 
R. & R. Revise Stock 
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 14 
Ruthrauff & Ryat . Inc., New York, 
has changed its capital stock from 


1.200 hares 1.000 ‘A’ 
$100 par value, and 300 ‘B’ common 


sar 4) + 
no par vaiue, to 


common at 


15,000 shares at no 


par value 

Neil P. Gullo was the attorney 
who fled papers with the secretary 
of state in Albany. - 


Cheri McKay’s Renewal 
St. Louis, Jan. 14 
Cheri McKay Show, sponsored by 
the Alpen Brau beer over KSD was 
renewed last week for the fourth 
consecutive year. The McKay crew 
includes Miss McKay, of the original 
Merry Macs, Joe Karnes, Clair Cal- 
lahan, the Toppers and Russ David's 


jorch. Olian Agency handles account 


sic publishers. 
the best way, the indispensable way to 
sell music to the public. 
slides would be like Detroit going back to 


“Taxidrivers 
whistling BMI tunes. 


‘ASCAP will settle in April or May at 
reasonable terms.’ 

‘Having gone over the falls in a barrel 
the radio industry has finally faced the 
one thing it always feared and found that 
ASCAP music is not indispensable.’ 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Radio is the easiest way, 


Going back to 


and stenographers are 


‘That proves our 


Mutual Program Heads 
Hold First Semi-Annual 
Meeting for Idea Swaps 


First of a series of projected 
twice-yearly conferences of program 





directors of key Mutual stations was 
held at the Ambassador hotel, N.Y., 
last Tuesday-Wednesday (7-8). Rep- 
resentatives of 10 stations attended. 


| Next session is tentatively slated to 


| be held early next fall in Cleveland 


and 


or Chicago. 

Among the suggestions was that 
all Mutual educational programs, 
now scattered around the board, be 
spotted in hour 
the board and be given a compre- 
hensive title. Other proposals were 
for increased special events broad- 


across 


one specific 


casts, more locally-produced drama- 
tic shows and better co-ordination 
of program policies in regard to sta- 
tion break announcements, opera- 
{ 


tion, etc Various suggestions will 
the various 
managements for approval. 
Adolph Opfinger, Mutual program 
manager, presided at the 
Those present included Van New- 
kirk, of the Don Lee network; Rus- 
Richmo! d WI K, Cleveland: 
Madeline Ensign, WOL, Washington; 
Herbert Rice, WGR, Buffalo; Clifton | 
Daniel, WCAE, Pittsburgh; Brad 
Simpson, WKRC, Cincinnati; George 
Steffy, Colonial network; rank 


be submitted to station 


sessions. 


all 
S¢ ii 


Schreiber, WGN, Chicago; Campbell 
Ritchie, CKLW, Windsor-Detroit: 
Julius F. Seebach and John Hayes, 


WOR, New York. 


| tendencies immediately. 


ARNOLD GROWLS AT RADIO. 


Radio Men Are Saying— 


AOUAP SITUATION 
MARKING TIME 


Intimations have come from im- 
portant quarters in the broadcasting 
industry that the time isn’t far off 
when a way will be sought to settle 
the current conflict with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. These’ important 
quarters have gone along, in opera- 
tions, finances, ete., with the anti- 
ASCAP firebrands but have at the 
same time maintained a clear and 
hard-headed perspective. They have 
kept their ears closely to the ground 
for public and Governmental reper- 
cussions with the view of making a 
subtly-contrived peace move at an 
opportune moment. 

Keeping a Watch 


Despite the confident attitude 


which prevailed at the meeting of 
the N. A. B. board in Washington 


the past week, these same quarters 
have among themselves adhered to 
a policy of watching for any indica- 
tions of the fight getting out of 
bounds, as far as radio was con- 
cerncd, and believes in curbing such 
They have 
also kept a sharp eye on public ex- 
pressions from disinterested parties 
to see what trends the music war 
might take, such as that of greater 
Governmental regulation for radio. 
These broadcasters are as adamantly 
opposed as ever to the terms of the 
ASCAP contract but they figure that 
in another few weeks indie broad- 
caster animosity toward ASCAP may 
have cooled off sufficiently to sub- 
- (Continued on page 37) 


Author Leston Huntley In 
On Production of P.& G. 
Serial ‘This Small Town’ 


Leston Huntley, Chicago author of 
‘This Small Town,” has taken over 
production supervision of this Proc- 
er & Gamble-sponsored daily serial 
on NBC red (WEAF). He will work 
through the John E. Gibbs produc- 


| tion office. Maury Lowell, who re- 
‘cently left Benton & Bowles, will 
| direct No immediate other changes 
are contemplated 


Howard Keegan Back 


Chicago, Jan. 14 


Howard Keegan has returned to 
full time production work with the 
Cari Wester program firm and has 
resumed as production manager for 
Wester 

Keegan was out for some time due 


to illne 


Show was formerly package-pro- 


duced by Edwin Wolfe (not Ed Wolf 
Associates) and directed by Chick 
Vincent. Contract gave Huntley the 


right to change the production setup 
of the original 13 


Hal James supervises the program 


at the end weeks. 


for the Compton agency 


Glenn Miller Back on Air in Deal 


His Music Goes to BMI—Dancemen in General Stall 


Signing Infringement 


F f ¢ Tiller’s 1 to 
I s g | s ee} 
‘ eing , P 
a a AS }? vy ¢ r 
» | } . is t f 
-f M ‘ « eq é 4 4 
: ga f the song « put of 
s Mutual M c Society publishing 
house with Radio-owned Broadcast 
Music, Inc. Miller had originally 


pulled his band from the air rather 
to NBC’s demand 


t*h- ’ + h- 
inan SuomMItL that 
ane 4 ‘ ) ‘ ; } 
he (and other bands) sign to indem- 


t against possible infringe- 


Fer 43 ‘ 
niuiy toe ne Z 


ments of ASCAP copyrights. 
Original songs published by Miller’s 
company and thus restricted for use 
only by BMI or BMI licensed radio 
stations, live or recorded, include two 
of his newest releases, ‘Old Black 


Joe’ and ‘Anvil Chorus.’ ‘Sarong,’ 
‘Slumber Song,’ band’s closing theme, 
‘Solid as Stonewall Jackson,’ ‘Long 
Time No See,’ ‘Down for the Count,’ 
Are You Rusticating?’ ‘Daisy May,’ 
‘Are You Jumpin‘ Jack?’ and ‘Oh So 


(,ood’ are others. None of those out- 


side of the first two have been re- 


Responsibility Form 


f I e Mood,” one of the 
elpe j O iXx@ 
Mille , not ¢ r 
? hed } © « 
p; efore ed. | i 
ASCAP } , ¢ { € 
Shapiro-Bernstei: 
Few of the more iImportat f 3 
on the air have so far signatured 
NBC's’ get-out-from-under papers 


which protect the net from 
dance band remote ASCAP infringe- 
ments. Outfits have been stalling off 

hope the order will be 


signing in the 
kicked around till it gets lost. All o 


the major bands have too much to 
lose if they inadvertently air a 
natch of ASCAP melody Bands 

at ave = eC re those le heeled 
A it of h little frir ent 
{ i ive De I sy t ! eP 


little to lose and e 
by remaining on 
Before 


underwrite charges which 


verything to gain 
the air. 

approaching the bands to 
might ac 
ASCAP infringements, 
NBC tried to get hotel operators em- 


crue through 


ploving the various bands to do the 
g zg Net was turned down Id 
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. = © Gee oes ee eee ees eee 2 eee eee 
enc CBS NBC MBS Total CUTTERS 
IN N Y ( ss oe. .,. nn ne re re $1,959,603 $9,564,419 $584,766 $12,108,788 
2. Benton & Bowles. ......cccseccsccrcccces 5,928,983 1,749,591 are 7,678,574 
3. Young & Rubicam.......e..eee seer eeees 4,362,245 2,134,921 ccabace 6,497,166 
Officials of NBC, Columbia and 4. Ruthrauff & Ryan.......ee-eeeeeeere cers 4,569,185 1,604,674 169,520 6.968.208 | American Federation of Radio 
WOR, Mutual’s New York key sta- 5S. Compton ..........-scccccccvccccccsreecs 889,647 4,392,855 reer areas | Artists may not consult the tran. 
tion, were still negotiating the terms 6. J. Walter Thompson. ......ccccccscsccses 1,333,142 2,972,116 266,977 ‘ scription producers on its proposed 
of an agreement with the New York; 7. Lord & Thomas.......-...++++seeeeee+s 1,274,855 2,454,059 50,89" 3,779,806 | transcription code, but may simply 
musicians union yesterday (Wednes- | 8. Newell-Emmett Co...........0-sseeeceee 1,589,539 ot, 3,526,349 attempt to impose the regulations 
day). Indications are that the new! 9. Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn....... eee 1,164,534 184,221 oar es oe 7 eager ote ho de- 
ntr rj ? | Ww i. ing esines she hs £09k 0eOKS ‘ 3.080515 #&  — veacee eecces cision has been reached on the mat- 
ee ae ee oon ee . Gaaies & tavan Sty ger ee Re seabenesdese ee 929,519 a —=*éCGe g's 2,880,022 | ter, but the union’s executives are 
The union is asking for the employ-| 12. Wm. Esty......--..-sceeeerereerreerere ; 1,515,550 1,042,990 94,265 | various plans. 
ment of considerably more men and 13. Russel M. Seeds.......-.--seeeeeeeeeere sivigee ats 5 Se rer 1,920,143 | In case the execs and the national 
a substantial increase in the amount 14. Biow .............eeseeeeeeeee eee eeeee ‘ 1,094,199 707,946 48,195 1,850,340 | hoard decide to go ahead without 
that will be spent by the network 15. H. W. Kastor... 2.2... .eeeeee eee ee cece 613,185 990,143 hee 1,603,328 | further negotiation with the tran- 
originating outlets annually during | 16. Lennen & Mitchell...........-..---.2006 19,008 1,560,537 = = = = seeeee 1,579,545 | scription makers, the procedure 
the run of the ne contract. eo . . eecdakadheersbebee 413,378 1,142,878 = = eeevee 1,556,256 | would probably be an order to all 
The old agreement, which was for 18. N. W. Ayer...... cee eee e erence rece eet ecee 1,033,432 406,308 55,807 1,495,547 | |AFRA members not to work on any 
slightly less than three years. ex-| 19. Stack-Goble .......-...ceeeeeeeeeseeeeee tereee 1400786 - i  ‘e0cser 1,460,784 | transcriptions except under specified 
pires today (35). No serious hitches 20. Wade cee eee Rae OS SROCREESCO COOTER = =£<©@__49 908 1,393,382 eeecce 1,393,382 | AF RA requirements and with AFRA 
are reported to have developed dur- 23. Erwin, Wasey cehesese ees Goteeeeeee ete i 57,336 725,640 70,83 1,053,807 | | members. According to the union’s 
ing the current negotiations. ace edbetsconsenes Fae 920,329 118,238 5,331 1,043,898 | leaders, the proposed code was 
| 23. Nelisser-Meyerhoff ........-..eeeeeeeeees uk: i rr 68,940 1,029,601 | pretty well thrashed out last sum- 
| ne, cc varencersnsewkeounssees ‘ 704,733 319,004 kaw 1,023,737 | mer in negotiations with the pro- 
UNION DEMAND EJECTS —25- Reche. wittiams & Cunnyngham......... 255,031 676,712 37,000 SORIUO | Gaceec. ‘Sue Aecenetie ‘wore teins 
26. MeCann-Erickson ..........cccecesocecs ° 476,830 a 0 060h—t—~—:—COéCM ww 863,506 submitted to the national convention 
CONTESTANTS AIRCAST PE OTR CETTE Te CURTULE CTIA 264,294 295,966 116,731 676,991 | and AFRA’s ideas have been incor- 
| 28. Needham, Louis & Brorby............--. PLIST 633,512 eitee rye | porated in the new draft just drawn 
29. Arthur Kudmer...........ceeeeesseeeees ° ae , 766 | up. 
Troy, N. Y., Jan. 14. | Fe PUTCO CLC CUETO TTC 18,829 557,684 areeey 576,513 | Explained that the producers’ un- 
Insistence of Troy Musicians’! 31. C. L. Miller. ........ceeeeeeee reer eeeee r ease C—<i~<—=*‘“ tS Ces ere 566,121 easiness about the uncertainty of 
Union (AFM) that an orchestra be| 32. Grant ...........0ceeee eee ee rere ree creees ‘ ates Os: ii or 544,714 | the commercial network code, which 
hired because contestants on ‘Double | 33. McKee & Albright........... Se a ee 158,340 346,105 15,000 519,445 | they offered as an excuse for not 
It’ program were ‘live talent’ forced| 34. Ivey & Ellington. ............0+0+-.-+005 .  \dhaste >  “) Geaeeee 510,949 510,949 | signing a transcription agreement at 
transfer of the quiz show from Proc-| 35. Fuller & Smith & Ross, Inc...........--. eoceee ———— =———t—‘(‘“‘i«s lS 503,592 | that time, is no longer valid since the 
tor’s 2.500-seat theatre to WTRY’s | 36. Sweeney & James..........ceeeeeeeeeeee teens 492,842 ‘chee 492,842 | commercial code has been renewed, 
studio. It had been staged on Satur-| 37. Joseph Matz..........eeeseeeeeesser cece . 469,393 Se 472,713 | It's possible that AFRA will decide 
day night and recorded for broad- | 38. Federal .4....cccceees Rech Wee sed bena si ee 0 06@60t—“i—i—s™sOSCS ‘ 237,564 423,428 , to submit its proposed transcription 
casting on Sunday afternoon. Half-| 39. R. H. Alber. .........--+eeeeeeeeeeeerree ae SED 421,421 k 421,421 | code to the producers, but the union 
hour is now aired from studio on the| 40. Aubrey, Moore & Waliace.........-.---- ° riley a 16,224 seeeee — | eae spine od = oe 
Sabbath block. Union is said to have| 41. Lambert & Feasley...........-e++-+s005 © 985,805 = = eeeeee eeeees 463 pu e conditions into effect with- 
threatened a picketing of theatre un- | 42. Warwick & Legler........... enews veces eee 378,402 eeceee 378,402 | out delay, so they will insist on a 
less an orchestra of set numbers were | 43. Leo Burnett Co. BA as eG ee 98,024 259,679 ecccce 357,703 /minimum of discussion even if they 
engaged. WTRY’s studios are in the, 44. Sherman & Marquette ie Madd eees oant eee 116,535 225,388 eeeees 341,923 | decide to negotiate. 
Proctor building. 45. Henri, Hurst & McDonald............... ee 335,724 ececee 335,724 Agents’ Licenses 
Show sponsored by an insurance | 46, Wa. TE. BAM. 26.02 cscs cccicedacseccvion 7,968 313,010 vebeax 320,978 Talent agent franchise situation is 
agency. ee 0! rrr er Te ry Teer er 3,749 $10,933 sosens ateces still not completely clarifica by the 
48. Sherman K. Ellis  eueee eae bee S004 4s CORO HS Severe 76,244 221,672 297,916 union. It has issued more than 200 
' GD, TONE Cg gc ccc cb cceess cncererewcsece < i S666 pe eeccce eae licenses so far. No waivers were 
| 50. eee CEROSROCOCOSONES 8  —“Reeies —. # # wreaneaud 7,772 granted to Coast agents and none 
Buddy Clark = Armour 51. Wm. Blair Baggaley S Sierimaaacia e's © kins Sie 121,339 93,479 nveeene 214,818 for package show contracts. How- 
Transcription Series! 52. O'Dea, Sheldon & Canaday.............. —— & weneee | cessor 209,067 |ever. it was found that a number 
Chicago Jan. 14. | 53. Hixson-O’Donnell PP ee ee oe ae eee ee ee ouee peng ececce 204,647 of performers had exclusive con- 
Buddy Clark is set with Lord &| 54 Westco .......-... sasesereis ee — ae ceecee teow tracts with more than one agent. 
Thomas agency to headline a new 55. Geyer, Cornell & Newell........... exes ed. an Y50L0 = aeeeee Ms : 3| That and other complications has 
three-a- k variety show for Ar- 56. Beaumont & Hohman............--.-++5 4,8 168,028 taeees 17 918 delayed the final cleaning up of the 
pee Treet As d Clark will m.c | 7. H. M. Riesewetter...........++--- +--+ 125,232 16 ; 54 ae 165,576 agency situation. 
intr” atengioengln ‘or, | 98. Critchfield ........--ceeseeeeeee se eeeeee saris 36 7,926 94,29( National board has voted to raise 
a as well as eee ee cs in cons hwen davies 135,567 re ves 135,567 | the initiation fee from $25 to $50 in 
Also on the show, which will be| 6 Kenyon & DOMMROOS soos acinseserees sess soneee tneane 97 ake pet New _ York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
dak sme tee Crakk Reherine ca | 61. Kelly, Stuhlman & Pet iacees jo @aeswe oo  .“jtas ees 27,466 wordt and San Francisco, as had been pre- 
chestra. Johnny Duffy at the ont GR. ©. W. Mave Cau, BNC. occ ivccecccs pifeen “geeE« 123,280 aii 123,280 dicted. It has also been decided to 
gan, Marie Gifford with household | §&3- Wratinlin BEGOR. 2. i. cc esc cweewes errs ape 0 0 @=6=60——tiéCS BV siSee hold the union’s fourth annual cone 
hints. John Weigel will handle the; ®4- Raymond R. Morgan.............. sos 112,132 00 nae teens 112,132 vention Aug. 14-17 at the Book- 
straight commercials. 65. U. 8. Advertising 0 eee pSaelo 111,050 sssses - ewe 111,050 Cadillac hotel, Detroit. vt irth an- 
Show will be on a three-a-week | 66. Brisacher, Davis & Staff......... ee pet 92,566 = = = seeees 107,250 | niversary of the organization's 
basis, with the agency snapping up 7. Campbell-Mithun .........---+-. Seenee 89,985 eet ovr 89,985 founding will occur during t that time. 
space on s~ 7e 46 stations coast-to- GB. WECTUMEIN 2... ccc ce esc cccteeeecestes 8 = eeeees 62,046 ieidace 82,046 Officers elected last week bv the 
coast. This show, known as ‘Treet| 69. Byer & Bowman............... Ceasers CURE 15,048 tee s 75,048 New York local are as _ follows: 
Time,’ replaces the former ‘Your 79- Bayless-Kerr C0. ....-.:e cece cece e cece ere we eeees tenses 72,415 72,415 William P. Adams, president, suc- 
Treat’ disked program. 7a, Co eaviekbneheepiceiesee: SeReRS 69,887 pews eu 69,887 ceedin , Alex McKee: Ben Grauer, 
ae ae 72. National Classified Adv. pats ; rarer 1080 - eedaee 67,836 | first vice-president; Walter Preston, 
73. Barton A. Stebbins Adv......... . ba ; Sc 8 8 }§}§}»>0 ee ane 61,212 second vice-president; Betty Garde, 
BOBBY BYRNE’S SET-UP 74. Aitkin-Kynett Co. . seen enees . 55,857 —_4e" | weeeer 55,857 third vice-president; Alex McKee, 
fab Bite Be TG, PEGROFAle «noc cic ie svcesvsccoees ‘ ‘ 48.924 $= —§ eevee 48,924 fourth vice-president; Ray Collins, 
7 > ; , i 7) rr cease tee eee ; ee 4,510 Meese - mwas 44.510 fifth vice-president; Evelyn Mac- 
lc ouat Program — 77. M. M. Fischer Associates RP ete oc” = are’ 40,718 eee 40,718 | Gregor, recording secretary, and 
ys 78. Rodfield-Johnatome .......0s.csecescssee oases -o eeeees 40,648 40,648 Ned Wever, treasurer. 
» Byrne’s radio A 79. Bermingham, Castleman & ‘Pierce teehee «ewewe j- j.j.§ ~destnes 40,291 40,291 Washington local elected as its 
Ps Rn bir a str rh ip othr paras 80. a Biliott ..... Oe ee ee sai paieus rege Mees rig r ori ig “— gua pres- 
eeanite. 7 81. Leefor ater ee res ee take: 6 Waa = .  £wéieieane 34,112 | ident: onalc ‘ischer, vice-pres- 
pager wong ped pes bl byron — 82. Long Dons eeeReacrneep 5 Saves oe oe 0 Nigga 33,264 | ident; Dorian St. George. vecseianyt 
attilinted pote <eing nn te yor re 83. Weiss & Geller oP ER Poe Ee eae gor ee 060—t—«i es; nar a 30,727 | Reginald Allen, treasurer. 
hand hits the vend otter finishing its | = ee GeO y Cine kkk.  Seorae 29,543 ees = | ees sakaainiin 
current stand at Meadowbrook, Ce-| o? .) a Eg aca aaa ae. 06Uy eee 0 tts ane ante a F : P 
dat Grove, N. J. Line charges will gz, Commercial Radio Service. ....0.vcs ese wi 26,023 coos,  t Urniture Prospects 
be paid by Byrne. Program is called rr CeCe URNGR, .ncsaceseeeene ij§-Ueeece®: jg j-  ebease 22,376 22 376 | an 
Discoveries of 1941", — 89. Campbell-Ewald ........ cats Faia = = eipnsns 21,752 Washington, Jan. 14. 
On Jan. 31 outfit is playing the! 99. potsford. Constantine & et aa ne 20428  ..... 20.428 Epidemic of CBS engagements was 
Metropolitan theatre, Providnce,| 9; wWeston-Barnett a eee as 18.054 18.054 | Started last month when Louise Hol- a 
R. 1, and that night’s show will be! g9 Glasser ns hepa EGS She ale 17.403 212 Dias 17.615 | linger, secretary of WJSV Counsel 
from that stage. Feb. 7, from Pitts-| 93 Geo. Ww. Hartman............-e--- | ea ee 17.148 17.148 Paul A. Porter, announced that she 
burgh studio; Feb. 28, from State| 94 Charles R. Stuart...............-- ats VD 16844 i ....... 16.844 | Would marry Clayton Miller of the 
theatre, Hartford, Conn.; March 7,| 95. Nachman-Rhodes ............-.. eS ae “5 @686=ti“<i‘i‘iéwSC*C 16.019 Department of Agriculture She 
from Palace theatre, Cleveland. Ted! 96. Bass-Luckoff. ........ Dice 8 = A 60 13.472 13.472 | Was the first gal employe of the sta- 
Steel took over emcee job on the; 97, Dillingham, Livermore & Durham »  wOeeeis- oo Jae. 11,880 11,880 | tion to become engaged in eight 
show last week (10). Steel will be} 98. w. w. Garrison.................005: geal Ps dd i) lee 11.670 | years 
the week’s ‘Discovery’ on the Hart-| 99, Leon Livingston............-0.-.--eeeeeee ae 0L0lUlli( en 11.667 After the announcement. however, 
ford program inasmuch as he comes | 100. Caples ..........ceseeeeeeeeeeeee cs eereee  weeeee a. i | Grdminces 11.310 the following staff members admitted 
from there. Bo Re ae ee Be eee ee eee eee Le eee cee eee 10,847 10,847 they would shortly follow suit: Toni 
Contract for the show gives the 102. Al Paul Lefton.............0000-0 eee eee 1,857 9.988 Poston, amanuensis to Arch McDon- 
ciggie maker an option on the band | 103. Gilham ..........ccscccecececesssecteee —eoe lc (té‘ !:S‘C ee Scenes 9,150 ald, to Ernest McIver, Jr., of the 
for three years. If it’s exercised the 104. Paris & Peart...........eeeeeeec ee eeeeee 8.993 saenes 60066 8,993 | Fredericksburg (Va.) Free Lance 
salary increases each 26 weeks. 1205. Smith & Drum........cccccccssssccvsees i ere aro 8,896 Star; Carolyn Hardie, assistant to 
ee eee ooo Sous —“(i(t*«C recree 8.302 | Mrs, Lucile Cohan (WJSV's ‘Nancy 
’ 107. Grady & Wagner.......eeeereecreereeeee einsres 7,788 Smedon 7,788 Dixon’). to Raymond F. Bloszies, co- 
James P arks Office i cceitangitekioxiesiexs — Sexaes 6,580 aaa 6580 Pilot of Eastern Air Lines; Robert 
1200. Waller Marmaele. .....cccccsescccsecceces 5,910 296 ROORTES 6.206 | Bayer, assistant to sales promotion 
Chi J 4 fo eee ere eee ee 6,129 busses See, 6,129 a oe mad to Helen Rein- 
seREO, ON. 54. ank-Guenther Law............. ears 4,488 Baisien’ oNar, of Baltimore. 
icons etre te | me ron ne ER i se 
radio talent agency here and has | 443. Ray Davidson............-eee0eeseeeees —— 8 8 chee, = aie 3.408 | Add WHK-WCLE Romances 
brought in Carol Bowers as his as- 444) MeCord Co...........00ceeeeeereeeeeeees 3,278 ee ua 3,278 | Cleveland, Jan. 14. 
sistant. Parks was formerly with | 445. Lisle Sheldon......... Nekacinbincedsteene . resid 2910 2... 2,910 | _ WHK-WCLE, which had 13 mar- 
the William Morris office and re- | 116 wan Sant, Dugdale...........0.---00000+ ‘ eikis .§ - weries 2,691 2,691 | Tiages last year among staff of 102 
cently with the General Amusement 417, Mj, H. Hackett............ cedbasaeantexen siteaiins a 2,670 | members, is off on right foot again 
office here. 5 ME TD nc snccasebeeansencenes ‘sar oc ow eee 2,576 2.576 With two engagement announce- 
Parks is representing Quiz Kids 19 Cesana & Associates..............-+-+++8 386 ’ 2 2,314 | ments. Jimmy Aubel, sound effects 
along with the other radio programs j99 wood, Brown & Wood, Inc.............- tesla 1.944 eh 1.944 director, is engaged to Ruth Man- 
controlled by Lou Cowan. He also 491 Lowe Features........00++ Mebeawneeeees + aasees 1,435 oeneee 1,435 | Ding of Cleveland, and Helen Thorn- 
represents Arch Oboler, Milton . |ton announces engagement to John 
er" ‘ (Continued on page 23) 
Geiger and J. P. McEvoy. i 


Corrigan, also of Cleveland, 
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312 Bids for New Stations 


FCC Statistics Also Reveal Only Six of 56 Got 
Re-Hearing Chance 












































4 
Washington, Jan. 14. N T A 

Speeding up of clerical routine BC op ccts. 
during the last fiscal year was/f 
claimed by the Federal Communica-| procter & Gamble Co..... $8,759,452 
tions Commission in its most recent| gsering Products......... 5,001,680 
annual report which summarizes the | General Mills...... sesccee SD 
numerous procedural changes effect-| 7 ipoeut @ Myers......... 1,932,386 
ed in recent months, American Home Products, 1,909,117 

By getting more information on) Brown & Williamson..... 1,814,033 
the expanded application blanks and | Genera; Foods.......-.-+. 1,794,830 
following up with letters in case) standard Brands.......... 1,504,199 
a yer ape re NE cis sn riccken -. 1,393,382 
iraoie, tn mms Mas 
able to reduce greatly the number of National Dairy Products. + 1,339,299 
matters that have to be taken up at 
hearings. The narrowing of parties 
and more thorough inspection of CBS Top Accts. 
proposals also lightened the burden 
and cut down delay. 

Hard-heartedness of the regulators |General Foods........... . $4,092,519 
toward persons who think they did | Campbell Soup.......... . 4,044,369 
not get thorough consideration is Colgate-Palmolive-Peet .. 3,368,706 
shown in some of the statistics in| Leyer Bros........... ccocoe 3,056,922 
the annual survey. Out of 56 peti-| procter & Gamble........ 2,239,964 
tions for rehearing, only six were Liggett & Myers.......... 1,424,327 
granted. b.. . APP errr eceee 1,368,224 

Rush to get into the radio business Brown & Williamson...... 1,158,722 
became almost a stampede last year. | R, J, Reynolds....... eeees 1,084,619 
Number of broadcast applications,| American Tobacco........ 1,074,751 | 


not including the periodic requests 
for renewal licenses, shot up to a 
new record. Approximately 3,000 
pleas were docketed, compared with 
around 1,700 the prior year and a 
previous peak in 1937 of slightly over 








MBS Top Accts. | 

















| margin 
| spenders, the billings career of Ben- 


MANY CHANGES IN 


—__ — 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Still Tops in Appropria- 
tions on Networks—Ben- 
ton & Bowles Was Second 
in 1940 Before Losing Two 
Big Accounts 





OTHERS 


Agency ratings by network billings 
(NBC, CBS and Mutual) experi- 


enced in 1940 about the severest re- 
shuffling in radio history. The 
agencies which stood out by their 
margins of increase over the pre- 
vious year were Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, Benton & Bowles, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, Compton, Newell-Em- 
mett and Knox-Reeves. Only agency | 
which disappeared from among the 
first 20, as against 1939, was Gardner. 


GENCIES’ RADIO SPENDING 





=~ 


‘American Tobacco Long a Headache, 
AELATIVE RANK Dropped by Young & Rubicam Agency 





Luckies on Spots 





Lucky Strike is slated to put 
on another spot campaign sim- 
ilar to the one it ran in some 
20 eastern markets last summer. 
That one came in minute and a 
half recordings and was aired on 
the hour several times a day. 

New campaign won't be ready 
for several weeks. 








DISCS FOR 
ARMOUR 


Nashville, Jan. 14. 








Accumulative billings of the first 20 
agencies was again 77% of the total | 
network billings and this accumu- 
lation was again $10,000,000 over | 
what it had been for the previous 
year. 


While B-S-H continued by a wide 
to lead the list of agency 


| 


| ton & Bowles, as shown by the year’s 
| figures and after events, such as the | 


loss of the Colgate-Palmolive and 
Continental Baking accounts, will 


|likely prove of particular interest to 


| to third place and as far as network 


2,500. There were 312 proposals for Wander Co............... $526,026 
new stations as well as 452 requests | Bayuk Cigars............. 510,949 
for construction permits and 394 ap- | Gospel Broadcasting Assn, 402,232 
plications for license modification. General Cigar Co......... 343,681 
Expansion of the industry brought , Macfadden Publications... 199,094 
79 new transmitters into existence, | Richfield Oil Corp........ 197,388 
of which 62 were the unlimited time | General Baking Co....... 184,221 
Class IV type. Total of 10 stations! American Safety Razor 
gave up the ghost for one reason or IR ss xs preioia 5 ealateraa ace 158,857 
another. Lutheran Laymen’s League 127,466 | 
Wider use of directional antennas | Wheeling Steel Corp ..... 123,556 


was a continuing trend that set a 
new record for the number of plants ‘ ’ 
concentrating their signals on par- War Morale Gabfest 
ticular areas or taking unusual en- 

gineering precautions to protect | ; ; ; 

other transmitters. There were a| ‘Morale in War Time’ will be dis- 
total of 119 such arrays at the end | cussed Friday (17) on the University 
of the year, a jump of 39 in 12) of Chicago roundtable program on 
months. ial New York pickup. 


WCAE TO MBS 














mike. 
They are: Harold Lasswell, Edward | 
Bernays, Norman Thomas, 





Three gabby guys will fight for the | spot, 
1940. 


| 


the trade. B & B came up from 
fourth to second place, displacing 
Young & Rubicam. Latter dropped | 


billings were concerned the edge 
over ’39 came to but $16,000. Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, which had the big- 
gest allaround year in its history, | 
jumped to fourth place with added 
billings of $1,350,000. 

Lord & Thomas took a dip from 
sixth to seventh place and Ward 
Wheelock slipped from ninth to 10th 
even though it had a strong | 
For Newell-Emmett it was a 
hike from 11th to eighth slot, while 
Pedlar & Ryan eased off to 11th 


| program 


An Armour Fertilizer transcrip- 
tion series has just been completed 
at WSM under the caption of ‘Uncle 
'Jim’s Cross Roads Store.’ The 13- 


| week series will be placed on ap- 


proximately 12 southern stations by 
C. P, Clark, advertising agency of 
Atlanta and Nashville. 


Lark Taylor has title role of 
Uncle Jim. Jack Shook and His 
Missouri Mountaineers (eight per- 
formers) from the WSM Grand Ole 
Opry, with warblers Alcyon Bate, 
Nap Bastien, and Dee Simmons, and 
Fiddlin’ Mack McGarr form regular 
setup with hillbilly-type 
guests spotted through the series 
from the Opry. Platters produced 
by Jack Harris of WSM staff. 


Marks second year these waxings 
have been produced at WSM by the 
Atlanta agency. 





from the previous year’s No. 8 rat- 
ing. Others that moved down on 
the spending tabulations were Len- 
nen & Mitchell, Kastor and Stack- 
Goble. 




















IN OCTOBER? 





Advertising Agency Expenditures 














;=Continued from page 2. —____________ - —— 














WSM CUTS 13 


|American Tobacco account, 





Young & Rubicam has dropped its 
end of the American Tobacco ac- 
count, effective yesterday (Tuesday). 
It has been a ‘headache’ to the 
agency for some time. Pall Mall 
cigarets and Half 'n’ Half tobacco 
are the products involved. Neither 
one has a radio series on the air 
currently. 

There's no indication as yet who 
will get the business. Lord & 
Thomas has the remainder of the 
princi- 
pally Lucky Strike. In a statement 
issued to Y & R employees on the 
incident Raymond Rubicam stated 
that the account threatened to in- 
terfere with the quality of service 
that the agency gave its accounts. 
American Tobacco has been with 
Y & R three years. 


W.J. DUNN, CBS, 
TO MANILA 


William J. Dunn has been pro- 
moted from news editor in CBS’ 
New York office to director of the 
network's correspondents jn the Far 
East. He left for his new post yes- 
terday (Tuesday) and will make his 
headquarters in Manila. 

Meanwhile Dunn will tour Japan, 
China, the East Indies, Indo-China, 
Australia and other down under 
British territories, contacting CBS 
correspondents and establishing new 
correspondents. Dunn comes by way 
of South Bend, Ind. 











N.A.B. TOUGHER 


Thinks Exhibs Not Supporting Org 
Should Be Snooted 








| associate memberships in 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Equipment people, transcription 
makers, station representatives and 
other first cousins of station opera- 
tors will be coldshouldered at future 
National Association of Broadcasters 
conventions unless they ante up for 
the trade 
body. New rules, carrying out the 
principle of taking in all businesses 
with a common interest with trans- 
mitter proprietors contemplate an in- 
formal boycott of persons unwilling 
to help support the organization rep- 
resenting the people from whom 
they make a living. 

Plan approved by the N.A.B. di- 
rectors stipulates that only associate 
members in good standing can stage 
exhibits, throw cocktail parties, and 
open headquarters in the ‘official’ 


convention hotel. (Nothing is said, 
| though, about spurning free drinks 
that may be offered by the ‘unof- 
ficial’ exhibitors and salesmen). 
Urging all members to try and 
rope in associates, N.A.B. explained 
that dues are ‘fair and equitable’ but 
no voting privileges will go with the 
membership. 
Time Out for Baby 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. | Agency ; NBC MBS Total 

According to information here, 122. Harry M. Frost. $0646 66 80S s 0068 60 b 04.000 HE —_—  @&8 4 4«=—eeeee> i i “sama s . 1,430 
when Oct. 1 rolls around and/| 123. Samuel Croot Co., DEGceicereeetvichaus .waeeee qo «maeaes 1,346 1,346 
NBC Red web switches from Hearst | a cca ies Valeees Dees c  Waerecacaiy 1,086 1,086 
station WCAE to Westinghouse-con- | 125. Bernard F. Ostreicher................. i 800 eres. 800 
trolled KDKA, WCAE will take the | 126. Wm. A. Ingoldsby 1 SRS ens ee i 60C 800 
Mutual web exclusively, and NBC’s | 127. Callaway Associates... pre aiets ween sk 320 maser 320 
Blue, which now has KDKA for an ESE. DOr Be TIE ook. cok. 0' 6 600 cence cease es co: en a ar ee 214 
outlet, will go to little WWSW, here- | 
tofore without any network affilia- | COMPARATIVE AGENCY SPENDING ° 
tion. ° 
oe commitment is figured in 

e bag inasmuch as Cliff Daniel, 4 
— director for WCAE, was in 19 O, 1939, 1 938 

ew York last week attending a| 
meeting of program managers of Mu- (WITH CBS, MBS, NBC) 
tual stations. Leonard Kapner, sta- | 
tion manager, refused to say definite- Agency 1940 1939 1938 
ly, ‘however, that deal had been! 1. Blackett-Sample-Hummert ........ $12,108,78 (1) $10,714,498 (1) $9,093,125 
closed 2. Benton & Bowles.... 7,678,574 ( 4) 5,385,301 ( 4) 4,800,399 

As for WWSW, owned by Post-| 3. Young & Rubicam.................. 6,497,166 ( 2) 6,481,352 ( 3) 5,093,640 
Gazette, morning daily, it has always; 4. Ruthrauff & Ryan....... putea ey 6,343,379 ( 5) 4,991,348 ( 6) 4,015,959 
concentrated on local shows, occa- A eee 5, 282,502 tz) 3,811,128 ( 7) 3,107,788 
sionally taking an NBC Blue show, 6. J. Walter Thompson................ 4,572,235 ( 3) 6,342,268 ( 2) 5,320,608 | 
from KDKA when latter station| 7%. Lord & Thomas................seeeee00: 3,779,806 ( 6) 3,891,308 ( 5) 4,791,586 
couldn’t handle it because of local| 8. Newell-Emmett ..............eeeeeeeeess 3,526,349 (11) 1,987,362 ( 9) 1,693,314 
commercials. WWSW lately has been| 9. BBD&O ........ccccccccsccscccccccceccs 3,411,767 (10) 2,481,296 (10) 1,588,554 
stepping out and is the first local out-| 10. Ward Wheelock...............eeeeeeeee0. 3,344,475 ( 9) 2,595,270 ( 8) 2,258,425 
fit to obtain an FM license, with fre- | 11. Pedlar & Ryam ..............000- Piet as 2,880,022 ( 8) 2,902,570 (11) 1,588,185 
quency modulatian broadcasts sched- | 12. Wm. Esty......... ee ee he 2,652,805 (12) 1,852,529 (18) 1,096,359 | 
uled to get under way some time in| 13. Russel M. Seeds. ...........scceceseseess 1.920,143 (15) 1,400,433 ere ty 
February ' i 5 SSS eer 1,850,340 (18) 1,234,522 (19) = 1,081,115 

For a es there was a possibility | 15. H. W. Kastor. ........cccseescccscvsccess 1,603,328 (13) 1,732,120 (15) 1,245,302 
that WCAE would make an effort ‘o| 16. Lennen & Mitchell...................... 1,579,545 (14) 1,613,974 (12) 1,500,635 
land the CBS wire, but Columbia is | a asc ecduaaes suse 1,556,256 © cia aes Fi de aws 
sticking to its regular outlet here,| 18. N. W. AYePr........ccsecccecececeeeecees 1,495,547 (20) 1,144,316 (13 1,397,535 
WJAS. Blue net was offered to| 19. Stack-Goble ..............cceeseeeeeeees 1,460,784 (16) 1,294,410 (20) 1,007,060 
WCAE. but Hearst group is so peeved | 40. Wade AdvertisiIng.........+.sseeeeeeees 1,393,382 (17) 1,236,254 (14) 1,383,741 
at NBC fc. giving the Red to KDKA aeeneneiaetaa agp s ete eEae ——-—— 
that it would listen to no overtures. 74,937,193 +$64,257,512 $54,278,083 
Even during its Red tenure, WCAE |! Portion of total .etwork gross revenue.. 17.7% 17.3% 75.7% 


has been using frequent programs —— 
from Mutual and of late has been in- | 
creasing them gradually as the ead 

for the switch nears. 





* Not among 20 first spenders. 


+ Including the Gardner agency, which ranked 24th in 1940. 
t Including Gardner and Erwin, Wasey. 


Impending maternity is breaking 
up, but only temporarily, Pitts- 
burgh’s oldest radio singing trio. 


| They are the Sophisticated Ladies of 


WCAE, who started broadcasting to- 
gether here in 1932. Expectant 
mother is Dorothy Laterman, and 
for next month she'll be replaced in 
threesome by Gene Price, both as 
accompanist and third voice. She's 
the wife of Howard Price, WCAE 
staff tenor. 

Others in act are Jeanne Baxter 
and Henrietta Littman. Girls have 
been a trio ever since they met 
each other at a party eight years 
ago and started harmonizing at the 


| piano, 
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oe Penner, Hard Worker and Worrier, 


Dies at 36; Hit $13,250 One Week 


14. 
and 


Philadelphia, Jan. 
Joe Penner, 36, 
vaudeville 
rocketed to 
his sleep at 


burlesque 
comic, who was. Ssky- 
fame by died in 
the Ritz-Carlton hotel 
Philadelphia, Jan. 10. His death 
the first involving a rmer who 
came to nationa] prominence strictly 
through broadcasting. In his career 
as an entertainer Penner had worked 
and achieved some success in show 
business, but it was radio that lifted 
him to a boxoffice value’ which 
netted him $13,250 for a one-week 
solo personal appearance at the 
Earle here during Holy Week of 
1934. He went in at guarantee of 
$3.750 and a 50-50 split over $20,000, 
the house grossing $39,000. 
Physicians gave it their 
jon that he had died hear 
tack due to overwork. 
been working hard on the mu 
roads Yokel Boy.’ starrin 
which opened here Monday (6). In 
radio Penner was known its ace 
worrier. Regardless of the years of 


radio, 


is 


perk 


a 


«ao 


of 


opin- 
t 


a at- 


Penner had 
sical 
how, ° g him, 


as 


experience he had had in_ the 
medium the comic when he did his 
series for Ward Baking in 1939-40 | 


still exhibited a nerve-wrecking fret | 


just before a broadcast. Toward the 
end of the Ward contract Penner 
would become so worried and agi- 
tated about the script and general 
composition of the program that at 
the conclusion of the show he would 
have to repair to a hospital for a 
stay of several days 

Penner made his entry in network 
radio as a guestee on the Rudy Val- 
lee program in 1933. Later that same 
year J. Walter Thompson, which 
was Vallee’s agency also, starred th 
comie in his own show, the Bakers’ 
Broadcast (Fleischmann Yeast). 
After two with latter 


seasons the 


account Penner went on the payroll | 


Davis) 
the 


Cocamalt (R. D. 
mained there until 


re- 
of 


and 


summ 


of 


r 


*38. The following season he plugged | 


Huskies (General Foods) and dur- 
ing the latter part of 1939 and early 


1940 he did his ‘Penners of Park 
Avenue’ series for Ward. 

Penner was found dead by his 
wife, the former Eleanor Mae Vogt 
rround 5 p.m. Penner, his wife, 
Robert Crawford, general manager 
of the show, and Martha Raye, the 
comedienne, had gone to Jack 
Lynch’s Walton Roof Thursday 


Miss Raye was 
perform- 


night after the show. 
n town to see Penner’s 

ance. a 
The party broke up at 3 a.m. w 


»e +r making a date to meet Craw- , . ‘ 
Sod ths see gt nie ion to go to a Quaker Oats nas agar Grandia, a 
ieee eo Pe wa watived + womens commentator, 1n a series () t t P 
> oragenonagl bee tage > ‘Geacas known as ‘Charles Amenas,’ Mon- rigina ea anama 
arose early the next day and didn't days, Wednesdays and Fridays fron aeeenrraen 

ee Re a : 9:15 to 9:30 p. m. Washington. Jan. 14 

aken her husband. Cites Chita tivae Bilin “ons ; ms oe 

Crawford phoned at 2:30 but Mrs. |, opined announcement dail! Construction OF ® ‘powerrul facie 
Penner said she thought Joe should | “* nscribed announcement dally tal for the transmission of pro- 
sleep a little longer. When Cra\ ce x grams throughout the South Amer- 
ford called again, two hours later, 76 as was advocated Wednesday (8) 
Mrs. Penner went into Joe’s room CBS SCHOOL AMERICAS’ by Rep. Fred Bradley (Rep.), Michi- 
to awaken him. Crawford heard gan, on the floor of the house. In a 
her scream over the telephone. He GETS CONVENTION BALLY speech warning his colleagues of 
rushed into the suite. A house ineasy relations between the United 
physician pronounced comedian States and Latin America, Bradley 
dead. Mrs. Penner was placed in A joint ‘international conference’ pointed to ‘a great deal of foreign 
his care suffering from hysteria. | has been arranged as an attention- propaganda, much of it coming from 
The physician said Penner had been | Caller for CBS’ ‘School of the Air of Nazi Germany’ and suggested that 
dead about four hours, the Americas.” On Feb. 27 in At- a transmitter should be erected in 

An Immigrant lantic City, and on the following two the Panama Canal Zone to counter. | 

Penner was an immigrant boy. He | 2@y¥s in New York, the “network and act foreign ballyhoo. Uncle Sam 
was born Josef Pinter in a ] ttle vil- the National Education Assn vill already has offended the Panama 
lage near Budapest, November 11, hold meetings, demonstrations and Republic, he declared, through high- 
1904. He came to this country with discussions. , handed methods employed in oc- 
his grandparents at the age of nin¢ Pe —. ong neat Fae en- cup) ing certain encase islands 
His father and mother had come Saher be pinitony he “ sive ann a gant Leemeager eppevwny ee. 
here years before, the father getting Piattorm ee ee. [ believe that our government 
employment in a Detroit auto ener ig agen Pata — at- SD aoe give ~ “mtd ne 0 con- 

He started working in carnivals, | ““*,® 7 ee aie ee ee oe 
graduated into burlesque, from there of weber L. . “en “mes , a mee should weigh carefully 
going into vaudeville. In 1926 he Educators will view CBS new the advisability of constructing in 
Riek cide. tk. caine ah then color eravinon in N. Y. also. the Canal Zone a powerful radio 
‘Greenwich Village Follies. A num- ie = = ‘ting its orams Up 
ber of other musicals in which he] ‘FAMILY’ OFF CBC — et Latin-America, so that we 
appeared failed and he went back egg apie ts hited ea aggpienicat sania 
to night clubs and vaudeville dur- ; Standard Senne Deepe Show—Will to the Latin-American republics 
ing which he evolved his famous; Replace with Patriotic Program 


catchphrase ‘Wanna Buy a Duck?’ 


Penner made his last 
fit performance in a ‘Bundles 
Britain’ program. 
Daley, femme comic in 
of the musical ‘Yokel 


his revival 
Boy.’ 


Love.’ 

Penner had a 
Farley-like memory for names 
faces, frequently greeting by 
people he had met only casually a 
year or more before. On one occasion 
more than five years ago 
astounded a couple of newspaper 
men at a cocktail party for the press 
at the time he was making a per- 
sonal appearance in Philade 
Without coaching from his 


Ss 


Iphia. 
press 






| room, : 
| was a possibility that the comedian | banquet of the Poor Richard Club 
|had accidentally taken an overdose. 


ith 


air appear- 
ance on 250-watter WDAS in a bene- | 
for | 
Penner and Cass 


sang 
their hit duet from the show ‘Comes 


remarkable Jim 


and 
name 


he. 


Fan Mail Data 


The American public is the 
most writingest public in the 
world, Whereas the casual Eng- 
lishman indites a few remarks 
to The Times (the London 
Times, of course) when public 
issues require such attention the 
American public has four net- 
works and 800-plus stations to 


agents, he remembered the full | 
names and papers of the two critics 


« h . ‘ a h g Vv } ad | fe 

ot _— + more after the sg diner write to and does so constantly. 
) 1ey re amo severé a es 
oe satel “9 = ng , had These 1940 letter statistics 
10zeNn trangers o whom i=ne jac y 2 
eS . (estimates) are for NBC alone: 
been briefly introduced, and he had 


Sponsored . 3,100,000 
Sustaining .........1,610,800 


not spoken to them in the interim. 
About three years later one of the | 
men was in Hollywood and passed | 


Penner’s table at luncheon in the| Total .....++e00+++ 4,710,800 
Brown Derby. Penner recognized | This represents 26.1%  esti- 
the fellow. recalled his last name and} mated increase in mail count 
the fact that he was from Phila-| over 1939 totai of 3,735,554 com- 
delphia, but couldn’t remember his | munications, 








first name or his paper. He explained 
his ability by saying he seemed to 
ive a knack in that line, but had | 
orked hard to perfect it. 


After a post mortem examination, 
Dr. Charles Moriarity said Penner’s | MUTU | ! WEB 


< 
he 


W 


death was caused by a cardiac col- | 
lapse. He added that Joe had been 
in poor physical condition and 
should have been under strict med- | 


ical supervision. 

Despite this diagnosis, Coroner Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Charles H. Hersch said an examina- Growing coolness between the 
tion would be made of the contents , Mutual Broadcasting System and 
of Penner’s stomach ‘strictly as a WFIL, one of its Philly outlets, is 
precaution’, A bottle of sleeping evidenced by the disclosure that not 


‘one member of the chain had been 
invited as WFIL’s guest at the annual 


tablets was found in Penner’s bed- 
and the coroner said there 


to be held Fri, (17) at the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel. The club is the 
| city’s leading organization of adver- 
tising men. 
| The ill-feeling was highlighted by 
the fact that 33 officials of NBC 
'(WFIL’s other network affiliation is 
NBC-Blue), have been 
have accepted. Niles Trammell, 
NBC prexy, will sit at the head table 
with Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL 
president and chairman of the Inde- 
pendent Radio Network Affiliation. 


The body was shipped by train to 
Glendale, Cal., on Saturday (11), 
| where a funeral will be held on| 
| Thurs, (16). 


5 SHORTWAVE 
COMMERCIALS 
TO WLWO 








Other NBC guests will include 
Fran =. Mullen, Mark J. Woods, 
Sidney N. Strotz. John F. Royal, 


William S. Hedges, Frank 
Edgar Kobak, and Keith Kiggins. 

| Although WFIL officials refuse to 
‘comment on the situash it has been 
' known that there has been a growing 








Cincinnati, Jan. 14. rift between the station and MBS 

Crosley’s international WLWO At one time WFIL was the only local 
added these accounts for New Year’s' MBS outlet. Then the chain began 
| Day starts: giving some of its programs to WIP, 
Bristol-Meyers, blurbing Sal He-| when WFIL could not clear time. 
patica and Ipana tooth paste, daily | At the present time the Gimbel- 
15-minute newscasts at 7:15 p. m. owned outlet has almost as many 


Alka-Seltzer, a euarter-heut news 
show, Monday through Friday, at 
10:15 p. m. 

Lockheed ireraft Corp, 
minute newscast at 6:15 p. 
day through Friday. 


MBS programs as WFIL. 


Bradley of Michigan 


Urges Radio Answers 


a five- 
m., Mon- 





Montreal, Jan. 14. 
Standard Brands is discontinuing 
immediately ‘One Man’s Family’ for 
Tender Leaf Tea on the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.’s network and 
will replace it with a national pa- 
triotic program running either a half 
or full hour. Food packer was given 
an ng hg ig to continue the serial 
until Feb. 2, but declined to do so. 
‘Family’ “has been following ‘he 
Charlie McCarthy-Chase & Sanborn 
Coffee stanza. 


| 





Mexico City. Jan. 14. 

Local radio station XEW (100,000 
watts) is using full-page newspaper 
advertisements in Mexico City 
dailies to announce the award of the 
Variety Showmanship Plaque for 
1940, 

Ad includes reproduction in Span- 
ish of Variety's stories on ‘Advanc- 


ean ing The Art of Radio’ and a photo- 

| Wilson With McGillvra graph taken in New York of Robert 

Paul S. Wilson has joined the New J. Landry, Vamery’s radio editor, 

York office of Joseph H. McGillvra, | presenting the XEW award plaque 

tation sales rep. to the Mexican consul general in 
Last with Radio Sales in Chica New York, Rafael La Colina. 


invited and | 


E. Mason, 


YEW BALLYHOOS AWARD 
FOR SHOWMANAGEMENT 








PEPFFFFEFFFFFEFEPOSOSS POP oo ees 
; : t 
+ From the Production Centres 
E : 
| FPS HSHSFOPFSSFSFSOCEEOE PHF ++oeos. 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 

Wally Butterworth missed second consecutive ‘Vox Pop,’ an aitack of 


flu keeping him at home. Roland Winters again substituted, 
from Marine Corps’ base at Quantico, Va. 


Ed Mayehoff’s program over WOR-Mutual nmtoves from Tuesday and 
Thursday nights to Monday and Wednesday night....Margaret Johnson's 
‘Song Spinners’ now heard Sunday nights via the same network.... Do ig- 
las A. MacKinnon, WQXR music director, Florida vacationing ‘Grand 
Central Station’ script this week authored by Ed Reynolds....Ed Smith 
and Slim Duncan, formerly of ‘Radio Rubes,’ doing new show called ‘Radio 
Ranch’ over WINS....Marie Stark co-announcing with her husband 
Charles Stark on ‘Home of the Brave’ via CBS....George Bryan doing 
cut-in announcements on ‘Portia Faces Life’ as well as subbing for 
ailing Kenneth Roberts on ‘Joyce Jordan’....also has replaced Harry Von 
Zell on ‘We, the People’ and the Helen Hayes show. 

Fredric March and Betty Field guest on the Kate Smith show Friday 
night (10) in a briefie from ‘Victory’ .George Coulouris added to ‘Amanca 
of Honeymoon Hilti’ cast....Anne Elstner, who plays the title part in 
‘Stella Dallas,’ auditioned the Mary Todd role in a new Abraham Lincoln 


this time 


the 


series at CBS....Bennett Kilpack, title actor on ‘Mr. Keen,’ will do a 
‘Friendship Bridge’ broadcast to England via WMCA....He is English and 
has relatives in the bombed areas....Mandel Kramer off the ‘Stella Dallas’ 
series and doing a heavy on the ‘Young Widder Brown’ stanza. 
| Edwin Hartrich, the former Berlin newscaster for CBS, has married 
— Kileen O'Connor since his return to U. S. and is living in New 
| York. George Nelson, of Leighton & Nelson ad agency, spent last week 
| abed in Hotel Lexington, N. Y.....Flu upset biz trip....Stella Blumenthal 
| followed Bernard L. Schubert from Phillips Lord office to act as his see 
| ....Felix Knight has new WJZ show Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. 
Gypsy Rose Lee is to guest on this week’s (16) Vox Pop, originating at 


a convention of tobaccoaneers in Chicago, Next week the CBS commer- 
cial will originate at Naval Academy in Annapolis, this being a ‘first.’ 
Wally Butterworth is back quizzing on the program after two weeks’ abe 
sence due to an attack of flu. Announcer Roland Winters substituted. 

Irving Caesar reviving his ‘Songs of Safety’ series over WNYC at 12:30 
p.m. Sundays....Van Newkirk, Don Lee network program director, to 
Florida before returning to the Coast from last week’s Mutual program 
conference....Raymond Gram Swing back from three week vacation on 
his Connecticut farm, so Hendrik Willem van Loon, who subbed for him, 
has dropped off the air....Welcome Lewis, who conducts her ‘Singing 
Bee’ Saturday mornings over CBS, sent boutonieres to all station managers 
of the network as New Year greetings. 

William P. Ainsworth and Eugenie Courdet, former secret service opera- 
tives in the Far East, have started a new series called ‘Eastern Intrigue’ 
over WINS....the Duke of Windsor guested from the Bahamas on Robert 
L. Ripley’s final Royal Crown Cola program to congratulate two British 
seamen who survived 70 days in an open boat after their ship was tor- 
| pedoed....Charles Paul arranging-composing the score for the new ‘March 
Through Life’ series on CBS Fred Gropper, of the Compton agency, and 
| Bill Colling, of NBC press department, touring upstate New — cities to 

plant publicity....Columbia Workshop program Jan. 26 will « “his Is 


From David,’ adapted by Jack Finck and Draper Lewis ndlbeg a story by 
Meridel Le Sueur....Clint Johnstone will direct....Workshop w il be off 
the air this Sunday night (19)....Jill Esmond added to the cast of ‘Against 


the Storm’, 
Frank Sta 


nton due to scram town this week for vacation trip into Dixie 


of Dimes’ 
contest tie-up... 


that will also include research clinic before Georgia Broadcasters Assn. at 

| Macon and Birmingham talk arranged by Station WAPI....Samue! Sague, 
; former Clevelander, has moved from WINS to WMCA, where he is doing & 
‘March 


special twice weekly with a Bulova-American Airways 


Ben Larson has been assigned as associate of Carol Irwin who has charge 
of Young & Rubicam’s 


daytime radio department. Larson takes over, 
under Mrs, Irwin's direction, the day-to-day supervision of the agency's 
various network daytimers....Fritz Blocki has withdrawn from all other 
interests and is now concentrating on radio scripting and producti 
IN HOLLYWOOD... 

Radio gang tossed feed for Tom McAvity Jan. 8 on the eve of de- 
parture for New York to head Lord & Thomas radio department Kd- 
ward G. Robinson packs up his ‘Big Town’ gang Jan. 16 for a mo n 
the east. Making the trip will be Ona Munson, Leith Steve Crane Wil- 
bur and Thomas Freebairn-Smith .Afte auditioning in N« York, 
Chicago and here, Harry Norwood,finally picked Mary Lou Cook, local 
chanteuse, to replace Helen Carroll as the femme member of The Merry 
Macs....Bill Thomas, radio press chief for Young & Rubicam, checking 
up on the Coast situash with Jack Sayers with a view to expanding the 
department here....Jimmy Henaghan legging it~for George Fisher’s Mar- 
row oil-sponsored ‘Hollywood Whispers’ over the Mutual span Eddie 
Cantor will pass the second quarter in Hollywood broadcasting and pic- 


ture-making....Bob Braun to Kansas City for talks with Arthur Church 


on new KMBC-packaged shows. 

Rita Murray landed a coffee sponsor on KNX for her ‘Voice of Friend- 
ship.’ She’s one of the real veterans of Coast radio, taking her first air 
bow 12 years ago Merritt ‘Pete’ Barnum, radio supervisor for Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, looked in on the Ben Bernie show and incidentally looked 
over the loose talent around....Tom Breneman’s fourth comme roe 1OW 
takes him to KFWB five times a week for ‘Breakfast at Sardi’s.’ sponsored 
by five food outfits. His other programs are at KNX. Another lio vet 
doing alright for himself. He started here with KFVD in 1927....Joe 
Leighton, KNX publicist, was also doing a little romancing on the side 
when Linda Johnson was brought here for Jesse Lasky’s ‘Gateway to 
Hollywood.’ He'll marry her next week in Oklahoma City David 
Broekman chugging east for greener orchestral fields....Don Gilman took 
his soap box north for speeches at Frisco, Portland and Seattle....Carroll 
Nye, one time radio ed of L. A. Times, now aiding Jack Sayers in dispens- 
ing publicity for Young & Rubicam Coast shows....Joe Bigelow switched 
over to Chase & Sanborn show as scripter....Eddie Cantor got a bid to 


the president's Inaugural Ball (19) and flies to Washington the day before. 





IN CHICAGO 





Emmett Jackson, for the past two years on WHIP, Hammond (In 
Joins WIBC, Indianapolis, as writer-announcer....WLS this week is out 


with its 1941 WLS Family Album, which in the past 11 years has sold 
470,000 copies at four-bits per... .Alec Templeton to New York, where 
show will originate for the next month....Ken Fry, NBC special events 
chief, speeched the Woman's Club of Homew ood last week on radio serv- 
peg ~ Van Tuy! and William Rath added to cast of ‘Jack Arm- 
strong’....Dinning Sisters doubling to the WLS National Barn Dance. 
Elmira Roessler added to cast of ‘Romance of Helen Trent’... .Dale Evans 
doubling from WBBM to a personal in the Camellia House of the Drake 
hotel....Lenox Lohr, former NBC chief and now president of the Museum 
of Science & Industry, speaking to the Chi chapters of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution of ‘Radio’s Part in Preserving American Insti- 


; tutions’ 7 ..Robir Rav mond in from Broadway for svecial auditions & 
i couple of proposed strip scripts, 


is 


for 
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ADMEN IN RAP AT NAB. 





+ 
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Blamed for Everything Else 





Washington, Jan. 14. 


The radio industry was accused last week of destroying the younger 


generation’s belief in Santa Claus. 


Assistance of the Federal Communications Commission was sought 
by a Louisiana woman who squawked that ‘as a result of remarks 
made from time to time on the radio,’ American moppets are losing 


faith in an accepted Christmas tradition. 


Commish was unable to 


officially uphold the constitutionality of Santa Claus, although sug- 
gesting that the woman ‘convey her comments to the management of 
the network which carried the reference to which she objects.’ 








~ Rivalry for 3rd Nashville Station 


Burton, Insurance Man, Applies for Same Facilities 


Dailies Are Seeking—Ward, WLAC, Would Operate 


Nashville, Jan. 14. 

A. M. Burton, president of Life & 
Casualty Insurance Co., filed an ap- 
plication with the FCC on Saturday 
(4), seeking to operate a 1,000-watt 
station on a frequency of 1380 
Burton proposes to operate Nash- 
ville’s third station without network 
affiliation and the cost of the station 
would be $70,000. - 

Application listed Burton’s assets 
as over $500.000. Burton would be 
licensee of the proposed station, but 
it would be managed by S. A. Ward, 
who in the application agreed to 
sever his connections with WLAC. 

Burton is not a newcomer to radio. 
The Life & Casualty Co. which he 
heads formerly owned and operated 
WLAC. 

A few the Nashville 


weeks ago 


Broadcasting Co. filed an application | 


seeking to operate on the same power 





eC. ] 


bs 


Mutual Now Is 173 


Five more stations join the Mutual 
|network this week, bringing the 
‘number of affiliates to 173. 

| Newcomers are KGHI, Little Rock, 
Ark.; KWFC, Hot Springs, Ark.; 
'KOTN, Pine Bluff, Ark.; WPAY, 
Portsmouth, O., and WABY, Albany, 
|N. Y. 


| 
| 
| 








Name Roster 
~ For Freedom 
Series on CBC 


and frequency as Burton purposes to | 


use 
the Newspaper Printing Corp., which 
publishes the two local dailies. 
WSM is owned by another insur- 
ance company. 


WJR-WGAR Jointly Sold 
For Noxema Inter-City 


Quiz; Mayors Lead Off 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 
Latest Noxema entry in the ‘Quiz 
of Two Cities’ Detroit 
versus Cleveland. will 


series pits 


The 


series 


run for 26 weeks on Sunday from 
2:30 to 3 p. m. 
Under the same ownership, WJR 


here and WGAR, of Cleveland, will 
line up similar groups each Sunday 
and alternate on the questions. Pro- 
gram opened on Jan. 6 with the con- 
testants headed by Mayor Edward 
Jeffries, of Detroit, and Mayor Ed- 
ward F. Blythin, of Cleveland. 

Ted Grace, of WJR, and David 
Baylor, of WGAR, will conduct the 
quizzes, with stations switching back 
and forth after each series of ques- 
tions for its team. 


FOR DEAR OLE ALMA NOX 


Buffalo Vs. Rochester Added To 
Inter-City Quiz Contests 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 
Latest ‘Quiz of Two Cities’ set by 
Ruthrauff & Ryan is on WBEN, Buf- 


falo, and WHEC, Rochester. Popping 
the queries on Buffalo end of Sun- 
day half-hour at 2 p.m. is Al Taylor, 
with Jack Barry handling for WHEC. 

Quiz utilizes traditional rivalry be- 
tween two cities, 78 miles apart. 
Two-way hookup finds teams being 
asked same queries. Groups can- 
not hear each other’s responses, but 
dialers hear all. 

On opener (5) were Mayors 
Thomas Holling, Buffalo, and Sam- 
uel Dicker, Rochester, welcoming 
the series. Contract is for one year. 
Ed Reimers announces from WBEN. 





Edwards at Fox, St. Louis 
Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ show goes through another 
vaudeville date Jan. 25, playing the 
Fox theatre, St. Louis. 
Program will be done from 
theatre's stage. 


the 


This company is controlled by | 





Montreal, Jan. 14. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
lined up a national network pro- 
|gram, ‘Theatre of Freedom,’ dra- 


matic series devoted mainly to works | 


interpreting democracy and freedom. 
| Among those invited to appear in 
l\the series is Katharine Cornell. 
Others who may be heard on the 
series are Raymond Massey, Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, Paul Muni, Wal- 
ter Huston, Anna Neagle, Orson 
Welles, Eva Le Gallienne, Charles 
|Laughton, George Sanders, Philip 
Merivale and Douglas Fairbanks. 
Virtually all plays to be presented 
in the series will hold themes in- 
tended to promote a truer apprecia- 
Re- 


tion of freedom and democracy. 

ports are that among those sched- 
uled are Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Valley 
Forge,’ Sir Robert Vansittart’s ‘Vic- 
toria the Great,’ John Drinkwater’s 
‘Abraham Lincoln,’ and Ibsen’s ‘An 
Enemy of Freedom.’ First of the 


series to be presented Feb. 2. 


WAGE LAW CHARGE 
AGAINST STATION WCOY 


Jan. 14. 


* mini 


Birmingham, 
A suit chargin 
mum wage and 
of the wage hour 
against operators of radio 
WCOV, Montgomery, Ala 
The suit iled by Re 
Amis, wage-hour administrator 


the Birming district. 


violation « 
e 


has 


red 
S 


overtin s 


provisions 
act been filed 
station 


ft 


= 
Ja 


was f bert 
ham 


tial 


Russell Pratt Returns 


As Radio Entertainer 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

Russell Pratt, radio’s ‘Doctor Sun- 
shine’ who left KDKA several! 
months ago to become radio head 
of Walker-Downing agency, is re- 
turning to local Westinghouse station 
in a new series of programs spon- 
sored by Coco-Wheats. Show, a quar- 
ter-hour, five afternoons weekly, con- 
tains many of the elements of his 


old ‘Uncle Russ’ shows and includes 
‘Pet Pals Club,’ an arrangement 


whereby children exchange and pass 
along their pets to others requesting 
them. 

Pratt, who conducted the Topsy- 
Turvy Club in Chicago and over the 
networks for six years before com- 
ing here, recites his own verses and 
sings to his own piano accompani- 
j;ment in the Coco-Wheat program. 
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Time Buyers Group of Amer-. 


ican Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies Sees Send- 
ing Out of N.A.B. Form As 
a ‘Disturbing’ Tactic 


| 


‘SECRET RATES’ 


The radio time-buyers committee 
of the American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies is displeased by 
| the recent activities of a committee 
| of the National Association of Broad- 


SEER oo 


| 
} 


Portrait of One Sponsor 





San Francisco, Jan. 14. 


Adventures of a screen personality, related to the star of a network 
radio show, who sat in on a broadcast one row behind the sponsor, 
are being hailed by insiders as the perfect picture of modern ether 
commercialing. Sponsor, who looks like one, waddled in with a row 


of satellites and as he sat down, 


with the remark: ‘Extra commercial tonight!’ 
interest 


tled himself, displaying no 
beaming, he leaned forward with 
tentively. 


he nudged his nearest companion 
As show opened he set- 
until first commercial. Then, 
pencil and paper and listened at- 


As it ended, he nudged his friend again, beamed ‘First 


commercial!’ and relapsed into indifference. 


This went on 


throughout entire show. 


Near end he got fidgety, 


fumbling his watch, but in the last few seconds the announcer squeezed 


in four lines of the fourth plug. 
his friend, ‘See, extra commercial 


The sponsor sighed happily, nudged 


tonight,’ and went home. Show is 


notorious for its windy copy, script often having to be cut during the 


actual broadcast to provide enough 


time for the blurbs. 





———$——— | 





21 Complaints Against Lotteries 


| casters concerning the issue of adopt- | 
ing a new standard form of spot time 


contract. A group of Four A’s mem- 
bers last week dispatched a wire to 


| the N.A.B. expressing themselves as | 


‘deeply disturbed.’ 

Advertising agencies inform Va- 
RIETY they sense ‘an attempt to out- 
smart us which we don’t appreciate,’ 

In retaliation for the alleged at- 


ime buyers from agencies repre- 
| sented in this section of the Four A’s, 
| has put into effect the contract form 
'as originally drawn up by the com- 
‘mittee with only one amendment 
| words ‘Broadcast Music, Inc.’, substi- 
tuted for ASCAP. Station assumes 
responsibility for all infringement 
suits accruing from the use of BMI- 
|} controlled music. 

Pending for Months 


The special Four A’s committee 
had been working four months on a 
new spot order form and a couple 
weeks ago it met with a committee 
| from the N.A.B. to discuss the terms 
and wording of the contract. 
was another meeting last Tuesday 
(7), and at this gathering the broad- 
casters’ group advised the agency 
people that they didn’t like the form 
which had been prepared by the 
Four A’s committee. They demanded 
| that the form make no stipulation 
that the contracting station avow 
that it has no ‘secret rates,’ that ref- 
erences to cash discounts be elimi- 
nated and that provision be made 
for an advertiser to obtain agency 
recognition in the event no agency 
participated in the transaction. 





On the ‘no secret rates’ angle the 
broadcasters group argued that the 
clause would be meaningless since 
stations have no secret rates. As for 
the broadcasters insistence that an 
advertiser be given agency recogni- 
tion where no agency is involved, 
the Fx A’s committee rejoined 
that the motive was obvious, namely 
tations would be free to rebate the 
15% comn on directly to adver- 
tisers. : 

When the Jan. 7 meeting broke 
up, according to the Four A’s commit- 
tee, it was understood that the 
N.A.B.’s committee would again 
meet with it shortly. Two days later 
stations throughout the country re- 
-eived from the N.A.B. sample forms 
f e N.A.B.’s own new t time 

act, v € osed lette f e» 
pli or Z at the f 
peen recon ended by the t: 
( ti on Ja 7 As forn n 
of this ove got to the membe of 
the F r A n ttee the ent 

Oo a f ve burr 1 there 
followed the protest to the N.A.B 
and teletyped messages to Four A’s 
members throughout the country to 
ignore the form that was being dis- 
tributed by the N.A.B. 

The Four A’s committee of time 
buyers on the new contract project 
is composed of Ned Midgley, of 
B.B.D. & O., chairman; Carlos 
Franco, Young & Rubicar Linnea 
Nelson, J. Walter Thompson; il- 
liam B. Maillefert, Compton; John 
Hymes, Lord & Thomas, and Charle 
Ayres, R auff & Ryan 

In a letter ch he sent to mem- 
ber agencies last Friday (10) Fred- 
eric Gamble, executive secretary of 
the Four A’s, suggested that for new 
spot business or for renewals of ex- 
isting contracts the agencies con- 
tinue to use the old standard forn 

,}of contract with the BMI indemnifi- 


tempt to outsmart the committee of | 
t 


There | 


Filed with 


FCC in Fiscal Year 





More Yeast in Canada 


Montreal, Jan. 14. 

Spot campaign for Fleischmann’'s 
Yeast may be upped considerably 
this year. 

J. Walter Thompson may place 
four spots daily for period of four 
months instead of two daily for two 
months as used last year. 


W. B. Miller As 
Talks Director 





For NBC Webs 


William Burke Miller, formerly 


night program manager, has become | 


NBC's director of talks. Miller will 
co-ordinate the scheduling of all 
speech, forum, etc., programs on the 
red and blue links and report di- 
rectly to Sidney Strotz, v. p. in 
charge of programs. 

J. deJara Almonte takes over the 
night program managerial assign- 
ment and continues as an as- 
sistant to the president, 


RUPERT CAPLAN NOW 
WITH CBC FULL TIME 


also 


Montreal. Jan 14 
Rupert Caplan, veteran program 
produce moved ver to the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. this week 
officially as radio production exec 
Until recently he worked for the 
CBC on special assignments only 
producing the Bible assics and 
other dramatic shows on a part-time 
I S Now § g over to the gov- 
nt radic € on full time 
: elinquist private b 
f r I ed ‘Spot 
N Baking P 
I othe ) for J. Walte 
] ‘ curre y directs ‘O 
Parade e Grenadier Guare 
national ne k p n for Robi 
H F 
B Harv fc erly a iated 
t} Canlar has teamed Ip wit 
- r 
Ed Baudry. 
Sam Henry Off N.A.B. 
Washington, Jan. 14. 
Resignation of Samuel J. Henry 
Jr., as director of the National As- 
ociation of Broadcaster 3Zureau of 
Radio Advertising, has been accepted 
by Neville Miller, N.A.B. prez, ef- 
fective Feb. 1. 
Henry’s plans for the future not 
divulged 
cation clause included. ‘We have, 
wrote Gamble, ‘been assured by the 
N.A.B. of the willingness of its com- 


iscussions with 


‘ ¢ ’ 
is or e polnts of 1e, 


mittee to resume d 


7% 
+ 


» | 


ee 


| Washington, Jan. 14. 
Broadcasters who play fast and 
| loose with the statutory restriction 
| against lottery programs and _ indi- 
'viduals who snoot Section 310b, 
which relates to ownership and con- 
trol of stations, gave the Federal 
Communications Commission most 
trouble during the fiscal year ended 
last June 30. 

Congress was told last week that 
investigations involved 106 plants, 
while three stations accused of law 
or rule infractions were taken off 
the air. Of the 42 stations pending 
'at the start of the year, 27 were dis- 
posed of. The Commish carried 12 
| old complaints over into the current 
|year, seven involving unlawful 
|transfers, three program matters, 
| and two engineering offenses. 

The 106 investigations made in 
1939-40 covered a wide variety of 
matters. The regulators adjusted 70 
|! squawks without hearings and took 
| formal evidence in three matters. 
At the end of the year, investiga- 
tions were still on the fire involving 
33 plants. 

The number of complaints (some- 
times more than one offense was 
charged against the same outlet) 
checked during the last year were 
distributed as follows: 

Ownership and control, 21. 

Lottery programs, 21. 

Failure of listeners to receive 
prizes or free merchandise, 15. 


Alleged false or misleading state- 
ments, 13. 
Alleged violation of various sec- 


tions of the act, 6. 
Medical programs, 5. 


Miscellaneous program matters, 5. 

Foreign language programs and 
propaganda, 6 

Engineering difficulty, 3 

Horse race information, 2 

News programs, 2 

Financial fitne 2. 

Labor programs, 1. 

Obscene language, 1. 

Fortune telling, 1 

Inferior programs, 3 

FLANTER SUES WOV 

Seeks Pre-Trial Examination of La 

Fount, Kiczales in Pact Breach 

A, in James Flanter as’. filed 
suit in the N. Y. supre ) 
ee} g $4,159 dar gi against Sta- 
on WOV, New York Ch es 
reach of contract and unwarranted 

narge 

Flanter states that on Jan. 12, 1940, 
he signed a contract with WOV 


adviser on 


sales t $85 
weekly plus 15% of the gross on all 
accounts brought in without the aid 


of advertising 


promotion a 


an g agency, 712% on 
accounts brought in with the aid of 
an agency and with a promise that 
he could devote as much time as he 
liked to his own radio promotion 
agency. He was hired for a year 
and discharged April 13. He claims 
to have br ight in $1,648 in adver- 
tising 


te +} 
iS ii 


Another charge at he secured 


1 ‘La Brana 
but 


sponsor. 


a sponsor for the prograr 
| Massai t $100 for 13 weeks, 
turned the 
Suit was revealed an application 
to examine A. La Fount, 
vice Hyla Kiczales 


nin’ « 
ala a 
‘ 


Station qadown 


by 
Har rhc 
president, and 
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‘Pot o Gold Adds 


Outlets for Tums; Web Dips 157, 


oo — 


. 

WHN: Lewis-Howe Co. 
through Stack-Goble, ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
with Tommy Tucker's orchestra, 
half-hour Ex-Lax, Inc., 
through Joseph Katz, 
12% weeks, daily station-break an- 
nouncements; Busch’s Kredit Jewel- 
ry Co., daily spot 
one-year contract; 
through Newell-Emmett, 
daily 
52-week contract; American-Jewish 
Broadcasting Co., through A. B, Lan- 


weekly; 
renewal for 


announcements, 
Pepsi-Cola Co., 
renewal, 


dau, Inc., renewal, spot announce- 
ments, 52-week contract; Gospel 


Broadcasting Association, through R. 
H. Alber Co., ‘Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour,’ renewal, 52-week 
Hearn Department Store, through 
Milton Rosenberg, weekly full-hour 
program, 52-week contract. 


WMCA: St. Christopher's Inn, ‘Ave | | 


Maria Hour,’ renewal, WIP (Inter- 
City Affiliate), placed by WMCA, 26 
weeks; Wintergarden 
through Blaine-Thompson, spot an- 
nouncements; Shubert Theatre, 


through Blaine-Thompson, spot an-| 
nouncements; Fisher Bros., through | 


Norman B. Furman, 15 announce- 
ments weekly, 13-week contract; 
Dale Carnegie Institute, through J. 
R. Kupsick Agency, spot announce- 
ments. 


WNEW: Tums, ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ half- 
hour weekly for 52 weeks; Para- 
mount Pictures Corp., through Bu- 
chanan & Co., three 15-minute pro- 
grams on ‘Make Believe Ballroom’; 
The Dexta Co., Inc. (kitchen cleans- 
er), through E, T. Howard Co., one- 
minute announcements Monday 
through Friday, 13-week contract; 
Busch Kredit Jewelry, direct, re- 
newal, 77 announcements weekly, 52- 
week contract; Busch Jewelry Co., 
direct, 15 minutes Monday through 
Saturday on ‘Dance Parade,’ 52-week 
contract. 

WOR: Shelbourne-Rand Hotel Co., 
through Prudential 
Agency, ‘Dr. Stephen S. Wise,’ two 
quarter-hour programs weekly, 6%%- 
week contract; Consolidated Drug 
Trade Products, Inc., through Benson 
& Dall, extended from half-hour to 
full-hour program Monday through 
Saturday, 1ll-week contract; Terry 
Candy Co. (Terry Mints), through 
W. I. Tracy, Inc., ‘Dear Imogene,’ 
89-week contract; J. C. Eno, U. S. 


station-break announcements, | 


contract; | 


Theatre, | 


Advertising | 


Local Gotham 


(Tums),! through Critchfield & Co., renewal, 


| 52-week contract. 

| WQXR: P. Lorillard Co. (Old Gold 
| cigarettes), through J. Walter 
Thompson, renewal, 56 time signals 
weekly, 39-week contract; Rieser Co. 
(Venida products), direct, three 
temperature reports daily for entire 
year of 1941; Botany Worsted Mills, 
through Alfred J. Silverstein, ‘Lisa 
| Sergio’s Column of the Air,’ renewal, 
half-hour program twice weekly, 26- 
week contract; Romanoff Caviar Co. 


(French-Kettle Onion Soup), through | 


Piedmont Agency, Inc., ‘Tomorrow’s 
| Headlines,’ quarter-hour program 
twice weekly and two spot announce- 
ments per week; Friday Magazine, 


announcements weekly for 
weeks; National Motorboat Show, 
through Cowan & Dengler, Inc., five 
spot announcements. 


through H. C. Morris & Co., six spot | 
three | 


SPONSOR GOLF TALKS 


DURING TOURNAMENT 





San Antonio, Jan. 14. 
Betty Jamison, golf champ, will be 
commentator in a_ special series 
WOAI aired daily for a quarter 
hour for four days beginning Feb. 6, 
i'the span of the Texas Open Golf 


Tournament. San Antonio Brewing 
Association, (Pearl Beer) sponsor- 
ing. 





NETWORK, NAT'L 
~ SPOT BENEFIT 
SAN ANTON 


San Antonio, Jan. 14. 
Both network and national spot 
took an upward swing this weekend, 
with other figures holding their own. 


Jan. 11 Compared to Jan. 4 | Jack Schlichemaier, of the mer- 
Network necal National Total chandising department of KTSA, 
Units Units Spot Units Units took a trip down to old Mexico and 
| 165 10.534 8641 19,340 | While in age Peon 9 ig to 
P . hs | comparisons on merchandising there 
|_,285, 968 8372188 SO ths county, 
(Included: WHN WMCA WNEW KONO: Modern Radio Service & 
WeXk) sie F “"“"*| Motorola Sales Co., 100 announce- 





PHILCO DISCS 
FOR DEALERS 


Transamerican 








Broadcasting & 


| ments per month for six months, di- 

rect; Cash & Carry Printing Co., 
quarter hour Sunday afternoon pro- 
| gram, 52 times; Stark Bros. Ac- 
cordion School, 10-minute — studio 
program each Tuesday. 

KABC: Renewal on Texas State 
Network of Grand Prize Dance 
Parade, one hour each Saturday; 
| Muehlbach Beer, 10 announcements 
per day, through Payne Adv. Agency; 
San Antonio Health Club, three five- 
minute programs per week; Seven- 


Full-Hour Plugs 26 


Consolidated 


Drug Prods. on KNX; L.A. Fair 





Dodge Dealers Purchase 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Bale of a half-hour Sunday after- 
|noon variety program, ‘Washing and 
| Calling,’ to the Dodge Dealers of 
| Washington has been made by WRC. 
Represents the second commercial 
program for the NBC staff orchestra, 
with Gene Archer, baritone, Jean 
Cathon. French singer, and Linda 
Carroll, station warbler, starring. 
Washington outlets of the network 
—WRC-WMAL—now are originating 
21 shows a week to the southeast 
Red web. Programs are all musical 
and total six hours and 15 minutes 
over a period of five days. 











LOCAL ACCTS. 





Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Chicago units stirred themselves 
this week and swapped minus signs 
|for the plus variety. A diversity of 


up to 2.3%. 

WGN: Nelson Bros., 15 minutes 
five times weekly participation in 
‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ through 
|George Hartman agency; Woman's 
Home Companion, 15 minutes once 
| weekly, through McCann-Erickson; 
| Beech Nut Packing Co., station break 
|announcement four times weekly, 





| Television Corp. has sold Philco a Up Co., ten announcements per day | through Newell-Emmett; Blackstone 


transcription series with Frazier 


| Hunt. has already 
|been set on 27 stations with the 
schedule calling for three quarter- 


|hour programs a week. The station 
| lineup is expected to go to 108 within 
ithe next few weeks. 

| It’s a co-operative arrangement 
with the set manufacturer furnish- 
‘ing the platters free and the local 
|dealers paying for the time. Mosi 
|of the schedule spots are between 
| 6 and 7 p.m. 


The campaign 





| Gude’s Pepto on WBEN 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 
Quarter-hour of e.t. ‘Sun Greeters 


Ltd., through Atherton & Currier,| Club’ from 6 to 8:45 a.m. on WBEN 
Inc., five five-minute spots, 13-week | ticketed by Gude’s Pepto Mangan. 
contract; Wheeling Steel Corp.,| Through Morse International Inc. 
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"WINGED 
PLUG” 













e es and that’s me! ... A Hard-Working Plug who 
will fly your sales messages Into ‘“‘WSAI-Town’’ with 
its 285,260 Radio Homes. ... Note my figure: I’m 
built for, and emphasize better Jistening, not Just 
sending. That’s why | carry more pay-off programs. 


CINCINNATI’S 
OWN STATION 


INTERNATIONAL 


WSA 


REPRESENTED BY RAO tO... §-A:.8.5§ 





for one year through Payne Agency; 
Wheeling Steel Corp., through Mu- 
tual network, half-hour each Sun- 
day; Maurice J. Francill, for Winer- 
ich Motor Sales Co., through Payne 
Adv. five 100-word announcements, 
one five-minute, 


six 30-minute programs. news period three times weekly, 

WOAI: Lydia Pinkham Co.,/through Presba, Fellers & Presba; 
through Erwin, Wasey, five one-| White Laboratories, announcement 
minute announcements per week:|twice weekly, through William 
North American Accident Insurance | Esty; Ward Baking Co., announce- 
Co., through Franklin Bruck, three! ments five times weekly, through | 


five-minutes per week; Mentholatum 
| Co., through Dillard Jacobs, renewal 
for four announcements 
Manhattan Cafe, one announcement 
per week, direct. 

Jan. 11 Compared to Jan. 4 | 
Network Local National ‘Total 


Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,458 8,207 1,053 15,718 
6,298 8,185 1,009 15,492 
+2.5% +0.3% +4.4% +1.5% 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA 
| WOAD 


CLAY MORGAN OF NBC 
HEADS ‘DIMES’ PUSH 


| 
| Clay Morgan, assistant to president 
| Niles Trammell at NBC, is the New 

York coordinator for the ‘Mile of 

Dimes’ campaign, part 
fantile Paralysis campaign headed by 
Charles Barry, on leave from NBC 

in Washington. NBC har an all- 
| night stand in Times Square and 
additional money-collection depots at 
NBC, in the Pcnn station, Brooklyn, 
and also has two trailers. 

Trammel] rushbuttoned the local 
drive on the air Tuesday when 1,400 
| dimes for everybody in NBC went 
into the Radio City ‘mile.’ 





| Ripley Shirt Co. Airs 
| ‘Cattle Kings’ Series 
Fort Worth, Jan. 14. 
| Ripley Shirt Co., of Dallas, has 
| Signed for 13 Sunday afternoon quar- 
ter hours over KGKO and the Lone 
Star Chain. Sponsors series au- 
thored by C. L. Douglas, writer of 
‘Cattle Kings of Texas,’ and will bear 
the same title as the book. 

Series will be produced by Jimmy 
McClain and was set through the 
Grant Agency. Stations KTSA, San 


Antonio, and KXYZ, Houston, will 
carry the broadcasts. 





|Nashville Gas’ Historicals 


Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 14. 

‘This Is America,’ program financed 
by the Nashville Gas & Heating Co., 
made its first bow to Nashville over 
WLAC Friday (10). 

This is a quarter-hour e.t. program 
dramatizing historical events, mainly 
designed to appeal to children but 
educational enough to interest 
adults. 





three 15-minutes, | 


per week: | 


Products Co., 15-minute news pe- 
riod three times weekly, through 
Raymond Spector agency; Stude- 
baker Corp., 15-minute news period 
six times weekly, through Roche, 
Williams & Cunnyngham. 

WMAQ: Olson Rug Co., 15-minute 


Sherman E. Ellis; Beech-Nut Pack- 
ing Co., announcements four times 


weekly, through Newell-Emmett; 
| Campbell Cereal Co., announce- 
|}ments five times weekly, through 


|H. W. Kastor; Piso Co., weather re- 


NBC Washington Show 


AID CHI TOTAL 


|local accounts edged that category | 


a —__—_-_ 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

| Yocal units were still lagging last 
| week while others carried along with 
| the upsurge. Gains were slight and 
|the aggregate showed only a pickup 
of a couple of hundred units. Best 
| showing was made in national spot, 
| Best piece of new biz was the 
'early morning time buy on KNX by 
| Consolidated Drug Trade Products, 
| Starting Jan. 20 the outfit’s entire 
line of 26 nostrums will be paraded 
|in an hour show of transcribed hill- 
billy music and capers from 5 to 6 
a.m. five times a week. Marks the 
| first time local radio has dipped into 
Consolidated’s million dollar air 
budget, through Benson & Dall, in 
|four years. Biz is spotted only on 
| 50.000-watters. 

KNX: Standard Oil of California, 
728 time signals, through McCann- 
| Erickson; Hills Bros. bread, 78 par- 
|ticipations in Fletcher Wiley com- 
bination, through Biow Co.: Wash- 
ington State Apples, 24 participations 
in Wiley combo, through J. Walter 





| Thompson; Zeeman Clothing, 156 
| participations in newscast, through 
| Lockwood-Shackelford; Lever Bros. 
(Spry), 364 time signals, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan; Central Chev- 
rolet, 52 announcements, through 


Stodel agency. 

KHJ: C. H. Baker (shoes), 52 
| quarter-hour programs, through Sid- 
‘ney Garfinkel; Desmonds Clothing, 
|520 quarter-hour programs, through 
|The Mayers Co.; Dr. E. W. Kenyon, 
|52 half-hour programs; Dr. Miles 
| California Co., 758 quarter-hour pro- 


igrams, through Associated Adv.; 
American Popcorn Co., 30 spots, 
through Buchanan-Thomas; Eckert 


Brewing, 156 announcements, through 
Charles Mayne. us 
KFI: Slavick Jewelry, 261 partici- 
pations in Art Baker's ‘Notebook,’ 
through Advertising Arts: Chemicals, 
Inc. (Vano), 20 participations in 
‘Mirandy’s Garden Patch,’ through 
Botsford, Constantine & Gardner; 
Beech-Nut Gum, 78 transcriptions, 
| through Newell-Emmett; White Lab- 
oratories (Chooz), 87 one-minute 
transcriptions, through H. W. Kas- 
itor; Central Chevrolet, 360 an- 
nouncements, through Stodel agency; 
| Ex-Lax, 150 one-minute transcrip- 
tions, through Joseph Katz; Kellogg’s 
Bran, 130 one-minute transcriptions, 
through Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
KECA: Ex-Lax, 150 one-minute 





of the In-| 


transcriptions, through Joseph Katz; 
White Laboratories (Chooz), 38 one- 
minute transcriptions, through H. W. 


ports once daily five days weekly, 
through Lake-Spiro-Shurman; Stand- 
ard Oil of Indiana, temperature re- 


; castor; 2ech-Nut un 100 ane 
ports once daily, through McCann- icone — Pregame - ; ATs “ E “ 
Erickson; Pillsbury Flour Mills, daily |. ee oe 

3 ~ | mett. 
spot announcements, through Hutch- a i a if: 
|}inson Adv. Jan. 11 Compared to Jan. 4 | 
ee ee Loweed Network Local National Total 
Nev xing P a ih Fiiter gay - Units Units Spot Units Units 
cas tar 46 “cites tee tes | ee 8,762 1,722 23,692 
ug Co., 15 1inutes ree mes ; 
. : mes | 12,89 9 35 23,4¢ 
weekly, through Presba, Fellers & eames 6,894 ] . o ‘ 444 
Presba +-2.5%  —1.5% + 3.8 +-1.1% 
SO ee ee ____'| (Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
Jan. 11 Compared to Jan. 4 | KNX) 
[Network Local National Total neege wid 
| Hall Byers’ New B: 
Units Units Spot Units Units | = oper Hew Serer 
9.885 6.255 11.222 27,362 | Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 
| 9885 6.112 11,150 27,147 | _Studebaker is sponsoring ‘Sunday 
* 423% +40.6% 40.8% | Noon News’ over WCCO 12:30-45 
~ |p.m., Sundays, with Hale Byers. 


News program’s previous sponsors 
}were Butternut Coffee and Airy 
, | Fairy Cake flour. 


* No change. 


| (Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 
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Big Lever Chainbreak Buys 


. 





Lever Bros, will, during 1941, probably rate as the biggest and most 
consistent user of chainbreak announcements. 
buys of the plug device and the switching of products as the season 
and merchandising expediency dictate. Account is currently expand- 
ing its market list of chainbreaks for Lipton’s Tea and is also gather- 
ing similar spots for Silver Dust through B.B.D. & O. 

Shuffling policy has already gone into effect. 
breaks which have been plugging Spry will shortly carry the Silver 


Dust tag. 


Its policy calls for bulk 


Some of the chain- 








All Frisco Units on Downbeat— 





Local Off 197, National Spot, 187, 





San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

KFRC cracked through with sev- 
eral solid commercials this week, 
topped by a record spot order calling 
for 3,650 announcements over a pe- 
riod of two years in behalf of Lon- 
gines-Wittnauer. Five-spots-a-day ac- 
count placed by Arthur Rosenberg, 
New York. 

Lord & Thomas picked same sta- 
tion for 13 weekly quarter-hours of 
ski and snow news underwritten by 
Southern Pacific Railroad, while 
O'Connor Moffatt, department store, 
pacted Phil Stearns for 312 daily 10- 
minute newscasts. Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agencied. A year’s Coast sponsor- 
ship for Wythe Williams on Sunday 
nights on both KFRC and KHJ has 
been negotiated for Peter Paul candy 


by Brisacher, Davis, starting this 
week. 

KPO hooked a new one tabbed 
‘What’s Brewing in Sports,’ a five- 


minute summary by Hal Wolf at 8:15 
p.m. Tue-Thur-Fri, underwritten by 
Buffalo Beer. Ewing Kelly agency, 
Sacramento, placed it. Station plug- 
ging new feature on Telenews screen. 

KGO this week starts Stella Un- 


ger's Hollywood platters spinning 
thrice weekly for Cook Products’ 
Girard Salad Dressing. 

KROW didn’t do so bad, either. 
Heald College, Oakland biz school, 


bought a three-a-week series of quar- 
ter-hour waxed interviews; Caldow 
Paint took a 52-week renewal on its 
daily noon news; Charis Corset Shop 
has signed for a year of comment by 
a 16-year-old news analyst, and the 
Lincoln Chesterfield Mfg. Co. of Oak- 
land, with 90% of its budget allo- 
cated to radio, is underwriting a new 
five-a-week early morning 
time-signal-weather report 


musical- 
esh. 

In field of exploitation, Ray Bar- 

nett, window-display man for KSFO, 

has made a tieup with the Emporium 

to use four of its main windows for a 

CBS Fashion Service display. Sta- 


tion also starting an interview series, | 


‘San Francisco Industry and National 
Defense,’ in connection with the C 
or C. 

KFRC: U. S. Lines, through J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, 10 spots; Langendorf- 
United Bakeries, through Leon Liv- 
ingston, 45 spots; Southern Pacific 
Railroad, through Lord & Thomas, 
13 weekly quarter-hours, ‘Ski Show.; 
O’Connor-Moffatt Dept. Store, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 312 10- 
minute newscasts, five a week; Lon- 
gines-Wittnauer, through Arthur Ro- 
senberg, 3,650 35 and 100-word spots 
through 1942: Transport Motors, 
through Stack-Gobel, 125 
North American Accident Insurance, 
through Franklin Bruck, nine 
minute spots; Loma Linda Foods, 
through Gerth-Knollin, 30 spots; 
Peter Paul Candy, through Brisacher. 
Davis, 53 Sunday eve sponsorships of 
Wythe Williams (also on KHJ); Pa- 
cific Brewing & Malting Co. (Weil- 
and’s Beer), through Brewer, Weeks. 
21 spots: Foster-Milburn (Doan’s 
Pills), through Spot Broadcasting, 
N. Y., 104 spots: Health Aids, Inc. 
(Serutan), through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, three half-hours weekly, three 
weeks; American Popcorn, through 
Buchanan-Thomas, 18 spots. 


| Jan. 11 Compared to Jan. 4. | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
10,761 3,113 1,894 15,768 
11,380 3,871 2,316 17,567 
—5.4% —196% —182% —10.2% 
(Included: KFRC. KGO, KJBS, KPO. 


KSFO) 








five- | 





spots; | 





Web Figure Up 5.8%—Other Brack- 


back here this time after being in 
the red for several weeks. 
spot and 
cutting the total figure to 2.3%. 


SEATTLE NET STRONG 





ets Slow 








Seattle, Jan. 14. 
Network units made a good come- | 


National 
local biz continued slow, | 





| 


Network 


Jan. 11 Compared to Jan. 4 | 





Local National 


Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,060 10,502 693 17,255 
5,725 10,422 714 16,861 
+-5.8% +0.8% —2.9% + 2.3% 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
Spartanburg, S. C.—Thad E. Hor- 


ton named publicity director, WSPA 
and WORD. 


'so earlier and experimenting 


'in New England, in the south 
| the middlewest. 


garg 


URGES EARLIER 
CTART AS. TEST 


Consolidated Drug Seeks 
Early Morning Buys for 13 
Weeks at Nominal Price— 
Approaches Stations to Re- 
vise Operating Schedule 
Experimentally — Leaving 
the Card Rate to Results 








SEVERAL LINED UP 





Consolidated Drug, 
is essentially of the mailorder type, 
has started out on a new phase of 
time—buying 
predicated on getting stations to 


open their transmitters an hour or 
with 
the account as far as rates are con- 
cerned. The proprietary outfit has 
already obtained several such deals 
and 


whose business 


operations 


in this re- 
station with 


Consolidated’s method 
is to approach a 


| the suggestion that it open up a half 


or three-quarters of an hour earlier. 
Say the outlet has been accustomed 
to start broadcasting at 6 a.m. Con- 


| solidated offers to take the preced- 


ing half hour, provided the station 
actually goes on the air at 5:15 a.m. 
with a quarter-hour sustaining pro- 


USE’S ‘ 


which is! 





OFFER 





v 


] 


NBC Pacific Blue Discounts 


NBC has put into effect its new discount policy for the Pacific Coast 


blue link. 


Advertisers whose weekly gross billings, on a 13-week 


| basis, amount to between $350 and $700, will receive a discount of 


212%. 


Scale goes to 124% on weekly billings of $1,750 or more. 


Blue mountain group may be used with the Pacific regional and is 


subject to whatever discount the advertiser earns on the latter link. 





= 





No Segregation of Media Buying 


At New Ted Bates 





gram for warmup purposes. When 
the discussion gets down to rates 
Consolidated points out that since 
no one knows the actual value of 
that 5:30-to 6 a.m. period it will be 
unwilling to pay some nominal rate 
for the first 13 weeks. 

In the meantime, the account ex- 
plains, it will keep count of the 
mailorder returns and determine the 


cost per inquiry.-- The subsequent 
contract with the station will be 
based on this inquiry cost. If what 


the station has been getting is too 
high the rate will have to be low- 
ered, and if the cost per inquiry 
warrants it the station wiil be given 
a proportionate rate increase. 
Stations which have accepted this 
type of deal figure that in addition 
to increasing the service to rural 
areas they will be developing an 
entirely new time-source of revenue. 
Akron.—Jack McCoy, formerly of 
WJW, Akron, has become assistant 
manager of WBLJ, Dalton, Ga. 





(and Mann 


Ad Agency 


Unlike the average larger agency, 
Ted Bates, Inc., which was formed 
several weeks ago around two ac- 
counts taken out of Benton & 
Bowles, has passed up the practice of 
using media specialists for its time 
buying. Bates instead is operating on 
a policy which assigns to a single 
person the authority of buying all 
media for a particular account which 
takes in newsprint, magazines, radio 
and whatnot. There is no separate 
buyer of radio or any other media. 

Al Toronto, formerly time buyer 
for William Esty, is handling all the 
media picking and contracting for 
the Colgate business in the Bates 
organization. Dick Mann, formerly 
of Buchanan, does the same for the 
Continental Baking account. Toronto 
are working under Ed 
Small, who has the title cf media 
director. 

Columbia, S. C.—Caldwell Cline 
‘has joined WIS as announcer. For- 
merly with WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 
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AN ACTOR ANALYZES RADIO ACTING 


Sees Broadcast Drama As A Director’s Medium 




















By JOSEPH JULIAN 
(The writer of this special piece for Variety describes himself as ‘a 
grateful and pretty busy radio actor’ yet he is well aware that the actor 
can derive few professional satisfactions under the business conditions of 
sponsored radio. The quick readings can never be characteritzations but 
only suggestions. The abrupt scene shifts of a radio story allow no emo- 
tional readjustment period. It is the director, if tt ts anybody, who can 
achieve self-expression as distinct from mere job-filling. 

Julian is a legit actor who has been in radio about six years. Soe re- 
cent programs on which he has appeared include ‘Kate Hopkins,’ ‘Just 
Plain Bill’ ‘The World Is Yours, ‘Mr. District Attorney’ and ‘The List- 
ener’s Playhouse.) 


Radio dramas, which are poured out into the ether in unending profu- 
sion, have soaked up a large part of the unemployment slack among the 
Actors Equity Association members. They've created work which has 
enabled many actors to carry on in the face of a more or less permanent 
Broadway job famine, and provided many of them (especially bit and 
supporting players) with steady incomes and a security the theatre has 
never offered 
psychological values of a more constant employment, what has been the 
effect of radio on the actor as a creative artist? 

Much has been written and said of the growth of radio, of its develop- 
ment as an art form; of the ever-increasing number of adult programs. 
has made great strides. It is persistently enticing the best talents from 
the other entertainment fields—actors, directors and authors. But, while 
to directors and authors, it is a fascinating new medium to explore, ex- 
periment with and study, to actors it presents a direct challenge to their 
artistic integrity. 


NOT ACTOR’S MEDIUM 

If a survey could be made of all actors working in radio who came 
from the theatre or film lots, and f seme kind of test were possible to 
gauge their ‘then and now’ abilities, it would undoubtedly show most of 
them to have been better actors then than now. 

There are many reasons for this, but they all boil down to the fact that 
radio is essentially a director’s, not an actor’s, medium. An actor grows 
and develops best working where he is afforded the best opportunity for 
a full performance—in other words, on the stage, with motion pictures 
second and radio dragging up the rear. 


cutting room polishing off the performance. And the motion picture 
camera with its broader scope largely usurps the function of the actor 
by subjective treatment of a story. For example, it can give a value and 


with a closeup shot. Or, when the furious waters of the river drag our 
hero’s canoe closer and closer to the onrushing falls, it adds suspense by 
cutting in with a shot of the jagged rocks below—ali of which amounts 
to the director talking to the audience instead of the actor. 


THE BRUTAL MIKE 


more brutal. It must achieve its effects entirely with sound. Sound is one 
—dimensional—but an honest performance is not. An actor on a radio 
dramatization cannot possibly translate into sound all the active silent 
nuances, bits of business, gestures, pauses, etc., that flow unconsciously 


RESULT, which always spells bad acting. 


faction after doing a radio job. They miss that sense of fulfillment so 
vital and nourishing to any artist, and it usually shakes their confidence 
in themselves, undermining what talent they have. Others hold the gen- 


sponsible. 
basic. It’s true that an actor can do more with a well-written script than 
a badly-written one. And it’s true that in spite of the remarkable prog- 
ress radio writing was made, in spite of the ‘Corwins’ and the ‘Obolers,’ 
corn still runs rampant on 
better and better scripts. 

programs, 


the air waves But we can 


Actors may even memorize their lines instead of reading them 


But aside from the financial benefits, and aside from the | 





| 
| 


| 


It | radio. 





The stage, with its physical production limitations, necessarily relies most | proper balance with other performers, he develops a bag of voice tricks, | 
on performers. Films call for little hunks of acting at a time, with the| which he dishes out to suit script requirements like Western Union with | 


significance to m’lady’s dropped handkerchief by isolating it (the hanky) | tionally honest interpretations, by which is meant they have little 


‘ is . : . . : ee a greater creativeness in his work, must necessarily turn a creative actor | 
The radio microphone, from the creative actor’s point of view, is even | 


and instinctively from a truthful approach to his role, without becoming | 
AWARE Of what he is doing, thereby working consciously for an effect or a| 


Most of the better actors are conscious, I think, of a lack of inner satis- | 


eral low level of writing, production and insufficient rehearsal time re-| Reynolds ducked from the window. | he 
While these are contributing factors, there are causes more| A chair proved worse than the bomb, 


look forward to | 
We can look forward to adequately rehearsed 
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Advertising Agencies! 
Station Managers ! 


HERE IS A “LUCKY BREAK” IN THE FORM OF A 
TESTED AND PROVEN SHOW THAT AROUSES THE 
INTEREST AND ADMIRATION OF EVERY RADIO 








JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY’S 


‘My Lucky Break’* 


with a fascinating surprise “break” 
for somebody in the audience 


NOW AVAILABLE for 1941 





VARIETY | WALTER WINCHELL 
A distinetive musical show with good BIG TIMER . - New Orchid to 
ideas, but rich in human interest. | ‘‘My Lucky Break.’’ 








RADIO DAILY 
Ted Lloyd, ‘Ol Scoop Daily,” says: 
“Josef Cherniavsky’s ‘My Lucky 
Break’—one of the finest musical 
idea shows ever aired.” 


WLW, CINCINNATI 
After 26 weeks on WLW, James DO. 
Shoute, V. P. & Gen. Mor. says 
“Cortainy one of the best shows we 
have done in recent years." 











PHONE, WRITE OR WIRE 
JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY, HOTEL ALEXANDRIA, N. Y. C. 
ACademy 4-1900 BUSINESS PHONE: BR. 9-6740 








*A Copyrighted Feature 








| 
Freed from the necessity of keeping eyes glued to a script, they'll better | 
adjust to their fellow actors. Perhaps they'll work their own sound effects 
to give them a better feel of situation and circumstance (open and shut > 
their own doors when supposedly entering a room, ete.). We can even 
look forward to technical improvements—mobile microphones that will 
follow the actor (as in film making) allowing him freedom to move and 
behave more naturally than the present stationary mikes which confine 
his movements to a narrow ‘live’ beam, and inhibit all his naturally felt 
gestures. In a love scene, for instance, if he could cross to his fair one, 
take her hand gently in his own, look longingly and deeply into her eyes 
before saying, ‘Darling I'd go to hell and back for you,’ it would certainly 
come over the air with a greater ring of sincerity, than if he would say 
it as he now must, to a cold unresponsive microphone, with script in 
hand, one eye running down the page to find the next line, the other 
glancing at the director for cues, and to see if he should speak faster or 
slower (so the program shouldn't run a second under or over time), and 
generating all of his inspiration from his own mental images of the girl 
and the situation. Even these images are at best blurred ones. Because 
the high degree of concentration necessary for an actor to keep a clear 
strong image in his mind is not possible under such conditions. 
ARTISTIC STAGNATION 

However, even though all these improvements come about, radio acting 
would still induce artistic stagnation and disintegration in the creative 
performer because of limitations inherent in the medium itself. Take the 
‘fade out’ and the ‘fade in,’ for example. These are the stagehands of 

They're the devices that shift the scenes. In the theatre, during 
scene changes, the actcr has several minutes at least to inwardly prepare 
himself for the next scene. In making a motion picture, he has hours— 
sometimes days. But in a radio drama he may be expected to ‘fade out’ 
from one set of circumstances and ‘fade in’ to another with different emo- 
tional adjustments to different people in an entirely different environ- 
ment, all within two or three seconds. It’s a physical impossibility. Even 
the most brilliant actor can’t recondition his emotions in such a short space 
of time. 

So what happens? He does the next best thing. Even though he doesn't 
feel the reality of the lines he speaks, he continues. He indicates the 
truth of a scene instead of experiencing and playing it. He can’t wait until 
it comes to him. Dead air is anathema—there must always be sound! 
Constant repetition of this ‘indicating’ or ‘tricking it’ is habit forming, and 
it becomes increasingly difficult for the actor to approach his roles any 
other way. Also if he works on many different programs, or does a lot of 
doubling of parts where he has to use different voice registers to get the 





| 

its ready-made telegrams for Mothers’ Day. 
This requires an efficiency, it’s true. Successful radio actors have highly 
developed techniques. But their performances as a rule are only frac- | 
reality | 
Radio constantly demands of 
The listening audience’s imagination 
meets him more than half way. It fills in all the detail of a sketchy sur- 
face characterization. It requires from him only a partial truth. And any 
medium that doesn't stimulate him to greater truth, that doesn’t encourage 


| to the performer himself. It’s not his fault. 
| ° ‘2 . 
a a sacrifice of truth for effect. 


from growth to retrogression. | 
Maybe the answer is television? But then, that’s not radio, it’s—tele- 
vision. 








ie . | 
Quent Reynolds | 
bee  ONtinued from page annie 


the lights out. Another bomb could 
be heard whistling its way down and 


2 rom Inric in an 
forced to scram Par ‘> if] afl 


Austin. | 
His bulk took up so much of the car | 
he had to peg everything he owned | 
on the doorhandles, the radiator cap, | 
the roof and anywhere else he could 
fasten things. 

Coming from France to England 
arrived in Falmouth harbor and 
discovered that he might have to 
remain on the boat for a week be- 








however, and sent him sprawling on 


the floor, cracking his ribs. fore he could be cleared for entry. | 
| His apartment was safer than a He radioed Ambassador Kennedy, 
| bomb shelter, he declares, after he | who arranged by telephone to get 
received an autographed picture} him in. It went okay with all but 
from President Roosevelt and hung | one officer at the dock, who insisted 
| it on his wall. Adolf’s apples never | that Reynolds have a written pass. 
|came near it and all the American| Faced with a week in the harbor, 
peernlinnee ad in London would pile | the writer walked up to the officer 
| into his rooms as though it were an | and began giving him his best Amer- 
| oasis in a desert. ican double-talk. Others around 
‘American newspapermen in Eng- | C@ught on and began nodding af- 
| land, incidentally,’ Reynolds asserts, firmatively. Officer, after having 
‘have been amazingly lucky in miss- | Reynolds repeat the story several 
Jing death and injury. There are times and seeing everyone else ap- 


parently understanding it, began to 
think maybe he was nuts. Finally, 
he pointed a finger at Reynolds and 
declared: ; 

“All right. 
But never 


more than 60 of them in London and 

although they prowl around all night 

none of them has 
Ralph Barnes 


Tribune 


been hurt.’ 

New York Herald- 
correspondent, who was 
killed in an air crash in the Balkans, 


You can go this time. 


again ’ 
again. 


and Webb Miller, killed in a black- Short booked with Reynolds at the 
out accident, have been the U. S./ Strand will be distributed by War- 
hnewspapermen casualties of the ner Bros., similarly to the first one 
present war. Several British news-|‘England Can Take It.’ Both were 
men have been injured and at least filmed by Harry Watt, young Scotch- 
one, Victor Burnett of the Express,!man who made a number of docu- 
~e been killed Many others have’ mentaries before the war. In 
een wounded or killed, but in the | ‘Christma Inder ‘ire.’ y Is 
armed forces not newspaper work. wrote the heli Ph —- 

U. S. : ' 


‘Should 


Reynolds is of the opinion that the 
U.S. should declare war at once ‘jn 
self defense’. His plaint is that 
there’s too much talk of ‘defense’ | 
here, just as he heard in France and 
other countries now under the Hitler 
heel, and not enough positive action. 

Collier’s writer refused to guess 
about England's chances, but is ob- 
viously not optimistic unless U. S. 
gives 100% aid. He did venture that 
Goering might defeat Britain right 
now were he willing to send over 
floods of planes and take the 3-to-1 
losses suffered last September. 


Strain of war has robbed the) 
hefty scrivener of almost 50 of the | 
/260 pounds he once weighed. Loss | 
of avoirdupois didn’t come quite | 
soon enough, however, for he was | 


Declare War’ which Watts went out, got the shots 


to match it and edited them to fit. 
‘London Can Take It,’ incidentally, 
played 15,000 theatres, according to | 
Warner Bros., which is saturation | 
point with 17,000 houses in the'| 
country. 

Feature at the Strand with Rey- 
nolds is ‘High Sierra.’ Henry Busse’s 
band is on the stage. 


FCC to N.Y. 


Members of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission are due in New 
York shortly for RCA-NBC, CBS) 
color and Bell lab coaxial television 
demonstrations. 























Commish will dine with Columbia. 


BRAZIL SHOW 
BACK IN NEW 
TIME 


The Brazilian government. will 
bring Bob Allen and Drew Pearson 
back to the NBC-blue this Sunday 
(19), but it will be in the 7:30-7:45 
against the Jack 
Hookup will con- 


spot instead of 
Benny program. 
sist of 45 stations. 

Series went off three weks ago, 
when the final okay for the extended 
hookup failed to come through in 
time. 








For 


-results— 


for 


sales— 


for 
listener 
TEN 


Owned and operated by: 
The Shreveport Times. Ask 
The Branham Company for 
more information about 
KWKH, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt? stations. 
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AN ANNUAL REPORT TO ADVERTISERS FROM THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





Advertisers invested 

more money for CBS 
facilities in 1940 than 
for any other network Hl 


... More than was il 





) ever before invested | 


in any network! (= : 





And in 1940, more of the 100 
largest U.S. advertisers chose 
CBS than any other network 


... for the 7th consecutive year! 


oo See EEN eeeegeom 
une in 




















a turn of the page tells you why »> — |) | 
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Government Radio 


Of ‘One Man’s Family’ and B 


Deprives Canada 


Montreal, 
of 


(Tenderleaf 


Jan. 
‘One Man’s Fam- 
Tea , of 


rams heard in 


14. 
Cancellation 
ily’ 


most popular prog 


one the 


this 


country, by the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. has caused consider- 
able outspoken criticism by listeners 
here. ‘One Man's Family,’ together 
with Edgar Bergen’s ‘Charlie Mc- 
Carthy,’ though red network pro- 
grams, were formerly carried in 
Montreal by Canadian Marconi sta- 
tion CFCF, an NBC blue outlet. 
Around the first of the year the 


CBC outlet here decided to take over 


the Chase & Sanborn and Tender- 
leaf Tea Sunday accounts. Though | 
the J. W alter Thompson agency ex- 
pressed wish to remain on CFCF, 
they were given no choice in the 
matter. After arranging to carry | 
Charlie McCarthy and ‘One Man's 

Family’ the CBC discovered that it | 
was necessary to clear an hour on 
Sunday nights to carry a program | 


of national appeal 


entitled ‘The The- 
atre of Freedom.’ 


J. Walter Thomp- | 
s0n agency was invited to keep | 
‘One Man’s Family’ going until Feb. 

2, when time had to be cleared, but | 














DIRECTOR 
NEWS BUREAU 











This is P. Oscar Skoop, 
heading the WBIG news 
bureau. Look him over. 
He’s very busy— it’s just 


Mr. 


Skoop has only one weak- 


before pay-day. 


ness—blondes ! 











make more 


products 











earn nore 
wages, and get more for 
their crops in WBIG's 
Magi Circle of fifty 
miles than iny other 
rea in the south 
east. EDNEY 
Columbia Broadcasting DIRECTOR 
System affiliate. 








GREENSYBORO,N.C. 
GEO.P. HOLLINGBERY « CO.. NAT. RER 


| 
1 
| newscaster. 


agency pl efert ‘ed to discontinue show 
without further notice 

Following cancellation of ‘Ont 
Man's Family’ on CBC net, test spot 
campaign for Tenderleaf Tea 
planned by the J. Walter Thompson 
agency n Ontario. If successful, 
spots will then be tried out in Mont- 
real and elsewhere 

Idea. it is understood, as now 
scheduled, is to use stations CFOL, 
London; CKOC, Hamilton; CFRB, 
Toronto: CKLW, Windsor; and four 
stations in Northern Ontario. Thomp- 
son agency will use four spots daily, 
five davs a week for two months to 


test possibilities, 


ATTY. GENERAL 
AIR-COMMENTS 
OR WSM 


Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 14. 
State Attorney General William H. 
Sagle is now doubling as a radio 
Does a daily 15-minute 
stint called ‘Your Capital Reporter’ 


lover WSM during the session of the 
| Tennessee 


Legislature, informing 
listeners what the solons have been 
doing during the day. Eagle intends 
bringing various legislators to the 
mike from time to time to explain 
their bills or their stand on legis- 
lative matters. Series is also being 
rebroadcast by various other stations 
in Tennessee. 

Idea of the show is that iblic 
has a right to know everything going 
on in the Legislature. WSM chose 
Eagle for the broadcaster assignment 


the pi 


to avoid accusations of partisanship 
Eagle’s salary is controlled by the 
State Supreme Court so he s 


theoretically free of pol litic al contro 1 
Also, one of his duties as Attorney 
Gen eral is to draw up bills which the 
members of the two houses will 
introduce. Therefore, it’s figured he’s 
in position to be in touch with what’s 
happening at the capital. 





Tony Grise From Dance 
Orchestra, Solo on KSTP 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14 
Tony Grise, vocalist with Dick 
Long’s orchestra, playing a record- 
breaking engagement at the Curtis 
hotel here, has been signed by KSTP 
|exclusively and peddled pronto to 
the C. Thomas Stores, Minnesota 
chain grocers. 
He replaces Inga 
Thomas program. 


Nelson on the 





ergen 


DEPT. STORE MAN IS 
WNEW PROMOTIONIST 


ng Price has joined WNEW, 
promotion manager. He 
advertising and merchan- 
jising counsel for various national 
concerns and has done sales, pub- 
licity and advertising directing for 
iepartment stores an mailorder 
iouses, 

Among them has been Hearn and 


as 


has been 


} 


Macy's, N. Y.; L. Bamberger, New- 
ark; and Sears, Roebuck & Co., Chi- 
Capa. 


Fill In Paid Line Time 
With Sustainers From 


WFIL In Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, 

Recently WFIL began 
two commercial programs over its 
long dormant ‘Quaker Network’—a 
regional hookup that WFIL’s general 
manager had organized as a means 
of airing political speec! during 
campaigns in this In 


sna , 
sena to 


Jan. 14. 
pumping 


1€s 


ction area, 


order to 
the members of the 
had to pay line charges for five 
hours—one hour each for five days 
But the two programs were only 15 
minute shots—one of them five times 
weekly; the other three, so WFIL 
found itself with lots of paid-for but 
unused line charges wn its hands. 

This week the outlet will begin 
pumping sustaining shows over the 
new network, the first time since it 
was formed. The 15 member stations 
will hear a strip enow, ‘Ghosts of 
Thunder Island,’ written by Roy La- 
Plante, WFIL spieler; a dramatic 
presentation of the news in the 
‘March of Time’ style called ‘Head- 
lines in Action’ and a sports program 
in which events and 
be waxel on the spot of sport 
events and played back the next day 

There are 15. stations on 
Quaker network covering the 
from Atlantic City to Norfolk, 
At present the member ions 
a five-day 15-minute variety show 

nkre@lled by the Bond Baking Co.., 
and a three-time weekly musical 
show for Fels and Company, soap 
manufacturers 


Len Riley at WCKY 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 

Len Riley, sports announcer on 
WFBM, Indianapolis, for eight years, 
started Monday (13) as WCKY’s first 
full-time sportscaster. He has a six- 
a-week nighttime series. 

The L. B. Wilson station, a CBS 
affiliate, has tagged two news broad- 
cast periods. One is by Rex Davis, 
staffer, for Studebaker Sales Corp., 
six nights a week from 6:05 to 6:15 
p.m. Account placed by Roche, Will- 
iams & Cunnyngham, Chicago. Other, 
by Bill Robbins, also a staffer, is for 
the Policy Refunding Bureau, Cincy. 
It is on six nights a week from 11 to 
11:10 p.m. 
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Four Australian Stations Off Air 


| Due to Suspicious War Activity 
| nae | 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Jan. 14. 

Licenses of four independently op- 
erated stations in Australia were re- 
| voked last week by Postmaster Gen- 
eral George McLeay on the ground 
that their operation was inimical to 
the interests of the Commonwealth. 
All four outlets were either oper- 
ated by or handled the business of 
Jehovah's Witnesses, a religious sect. 
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McLeay stated that the cancellations 
followed an investigation into the 
suspicious activities of these stations 
as far as war operations were con- 
cerned 


Several Jehovahs have been sen- 
tenced to six-months terms in jail 
for refusing to take the oath ler 
the compulsory home military serv- 
ice law. One of these Was an an- 
nouncer on one of the suppressed 
stations. Latter were located in 
Adelaide, Port Augusta, Newcastle 
and Atherton. 

Action is also reputed to have 


been instigated by the naval authori- 
ties who believed that some of the 
banned stations were broadcasting 
shipping information to the enemy. 





William N. Robson East 
With Lennen & Mitchell 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

After a year here as Coast director 
of radio for Lennen & Mitchell, Wil- 
liam N. Robson returns to New "York 
to take a vice-presidency with the 
agency and handle some of its east- 
ern programs. 

Sam Pierce will look after L & M’s 
Tony Martin Woodbury musical and 
two other quarter hour turns, cigaret- 
sponsored quizzers, 


Czechs In Milwaukee Protest WEMP’s 
Trading Their Hour for German Opera 


| Saturdays 


interviews will | 





University, Clubwomen 
Collaborate on KSTP 
Program for Kiddies 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

Dissatisfied with radio juvenile 
entertainment generally, the Minne- 
sota Federation of Women’s clubs, in 
association with the~University of 
Minnesota’s 
partment, 
ether show for 


will put on their own 
the youngsters over 
KSTP—without benefit of box-tops, 
yet with all the accoutrements of 
those childhood spine-tinglers, minus 
aspects regarded as objectionable. 

Membership badges, maps, special 
club parties and everything that 
goes with the boxtop gags, plus free 
tuition for three, will be incorpo- 
rated into the shows, the sponsors 
assert. Idea is the brainchild of 
Mrs. George B. Palmer, state radio 
chairman. 

Show's title will be ‘World Adven- 
ture Club.’ In order to obtain the 
membership badges, etc., kids only 
will have to write in for them. More- 
over, members wiil be partied on 
when the show goes on 
and also will be given the chance 
to watch proceedings. Deal is pend- 
ing to have an airplane company 
draw up giveaway maps. 


Tuition at University goes to a 
script writer, dramatist and com- | 
poser, now attending the institution, 


for their work on the program. It 


will be aired weekly on Saturday | 


afternoons. 

WCCO is starting a series of radio 
programs in which University of 
Minnesota faculty members will dis- 
cuss the world events and ques 
of the day. Max Karl, WCCO 
cational director, will be 

series. 


tions 
edu- 
chairman 
for the 


WLW N.Y. and Chi Reps 
See New Biz Layout 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 


Occupancy of the new business 


| quarters of WLW, WSAI and WLWO 


. 
vv 


Romance Languages de- | 





Milwaukee, Jan. 14. 

C. J. Lanphier, manager of WEMP, 

|is proud of station's new hookup 
with the NBC Blue network. Fo!- 
‘lowing the first pretentious operatic 
broadcast, the Metropolitan's 
(duction of ‘Tannhauser,’ with Kirs- 
ten Flagstad, he was not surprised 
| to see his desk loaded with mail. In- 
stead of the expected praise, how- 
| ever, the mail represented a terrific 
;protest from Milwaukee's Czecho- 
Slovak population over WEMP’s 
cancellation of its customary Satur- 
day afternoon Czecho-Slovak hour 
|in order to put on the Texaco-spon- 
sored Germaa opera. 

Czechs took the attitude that their 
nation had been sufficiently punished 
and humiliated by being double- 
crossed by the Nazis. Hour of native 
song, music and folklore has bol- 
stered their spirit for months. Sud- 
,den cancellation and substitution of 
a German opera patnes them. 


WWL, New Orleans, Ends 
Operating Contract Aspect 
To Which FCC Objected 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Change in the corporate set-up of 
|WWL, New Orleans, La., last week 
|resulted in an okay by the Federal 
Communications Commission on a 
petition for reconsideration and grant 
for license renewal of the Jesuit col- 
|lege-owned transmitter. Listed 
|among those stations whose type of 


pro- 


|contracts ‘raise serious questions,” be- 
cause of an arrangement with the 
WWL Development Co. through 


which the company handled all finan- 
cial matters while Loyola University, 
licensee, paid attention to the educa- 


tional programs, WWL was dog- 
housed in the FCC’s chain monopoly 
report, last July. 

Everything rosy now, however, 
since the college has acquired all 
stock in the Development Co., and 
officers and directors of the latter no 
longer have any interest in, or re- 
ceive compensation from, the trans- 


mitter. 





in the Crosley building was taken | 

last week in time for the annual | . 
three-day conference of WLW sales WCLE Seeks Full Time 
representatives from the New York | Cleveland, Jan. 14. 
and Chicago offices with executives | Station WCLE is awaiting reply 
and department heads of the station from FCC anent recent request to 
located here. |operate full time with power in- 


Robert E. Dunville, general sales 
manager, conducted the sessions. At- 
tendees from New York were Harry 
Mason Smith, George C. Comtois, 
Frank Fenton and Warren Jennings. 
Those from Chicago: Walter Calla- 
han, Richard Garner and George 
Clark. 

Improved layout, occupying 
sixth floor, is the largest and most 
modern in local broadcastin For- 
mer space on the eighth floor is being 
given over entirely to enlarged 
dios and offices for script writers, 
musie arrangers, staff musicians and 

and producers, 


WXYZ’ s Civic Series 


the 


stu- 


Vo+ 


Yetroit, Jan. 14. 
Continuing its series of year, 
‘Know Your State Government,’ Sta- 
tion WXYZ here has launched a new 
series of broadcasts, ‘Know Your 
City Governr ynsored by the 
al board of education week- 
yadcast directly into 
the city, both public 
hial, which are devoting 
each year to ether educa- 


Te . 
last 


nent,” spo 


o The 


ly series is bri 


‘hools of 


more time 
tion. 
Some 17 br¢ 
scheduled on 
wl 


adeasts have been 
the series, each of 
ich brings before the mike an im- 
city official for an interview 
educational authority and a 
selected from one of the 


por tant 
by an 
student 


schools, 


crease from 500 to 1,000 watts. 
Station has also asked for right 
to broadcast on 600 kilocycles intead 
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Vocal Arrangements and Direction 


By HUGH MARTIN 
ALSO 
APPEARING 2ND WEEK 
AT ROXY THEATRE 
New York 
Personal Management 
FRED STEELE 


9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York | 
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CBS consistently has 


“IN THE MAJOR BATTLEGROUNDS OF NETWORK COMPETITION” 
Weekly Averages, 12 months of 1940 


6 p.m: to 12 m.E.S.T. 


{FIVE DAY TOTAL) 


70 ‘Firsts 


28 ‘Firsts 


NETWORK 2 


7 FIRSTS 
NETWORK 3 


6 p.m. to 12 m. E.S.T. 
SS: Firsts 


SEVEN DAY TOTAL) 


+ re 
° . 


44 ‘tirsts: 


NETWORK 2 


13 ‘Firsts 
NETWORK 3 





8 tolO p.m. E.S.T. 


(SEVEN DAY TOTAL 


— 26 -eirsts” 


14 ‘Firsts: 
NETWORK 2 

oe =o “Firsts 
Pee aes NETWORK 3 





8 toJ0 p.m.E:S.T. 


(FIVE DAY TOTAL) 


33 ‘Firsts’ 


22 FIRSTS’ 
emis 4 RIRSTS” 
NETWORK 3. 


These charts are based on CAB rated sponsored programs in 1940, 
and show the average number of quarter hours, each week in 1940, 
in which each network delivered the largest audience to its clients 


against all other network competition, 








the strongest 
schedule in 


Radio 


egular CAB program ratings show CBS with 
a consistently stronger schedule than any other 
sietwork in all of 1940. ‘Vhe Columbia Network, 
against all competition, delivered the largest audi- 
ences to Its clients, for more program -periods in 
the enzire broadcasting day than any other net- 
work. Counting every regularly rated sponsored 
quarter-hour on all networks, in all of 1940, CBS 
averaged 161 “firsts” each week against all com- 
petition; the next best network had 154; the third 
network, only 18 ‘“hrets?”, 
CBS leadership is most striking in the major 
battleground of network competition; in the 
tensely competitive eVENING hours. Whether you 


take the entire evening (6:00 p.m. to 12:00 m.) or 


just the heart of the evening (8:00 to 10:00 p.m.), 





Cc BS wins s0Kre : hi rSts " than the second ana 


third MELWOTRS combined. ‘| he exact eve- 


ning score 1s shown in the charts, tor 


all of 1940. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


PACE SETTER OF THE NETWORKS 
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‘Live Pickup’ Seen on CBS Color Tele 


Another semi-public demonstration of Columbia's color television 


|XAVIER CUGAT ORCHESTRA 
With Yvette, Bert Parks 
‘Romance and Rhumbas’ 

Music, Songs, Talk 


30 Mins. 
ae CAMELS 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(9) in the CBS studios on East 52nd Street, (Esty) 


occurred last Thursday 
New York. This was a brief den 
small studio in the-home office ac1 


cable (not broadcast) for the particular benefit of some hundreds of 


delegates to the convention of the 


Various color objects including a revolving globe, dyes poured into 
glasses, fancy women's gloves, fabrics thrown over a chair were di- 


rectly photographed. This contrast 


demonstrations in which only motion picture film was utilized. 
climax of the ‘live pickup’ demonstration was the appearance of a 


pretty girl before the iconoscope 


come, Dr. Peter Goldmark’s manipulation of his controls to create the 
illusion of the girl being seen ‘by moonlight.’ 


A specially-built (by CBS) telev 


had a synchronization apparatus operated by a timing impulse that’s 


‘broadcast’ and which thereby is 


the mechanical difficulty of transmitter and receiver being powered 
from different styled electric systems. 


Adrian Murphy acted as the lecturer. 


1onstration of ‘live’ pickups from a 


Reacting to ‘the present emphasis 
‘oss the street brought in by coaxial . 


upon Pan-Americanism, the R. 
Reynolds company has launched con- 
garhumba king, Xavier Cugat, in a 
program tagged ‘Romance an d 
Rhumbas.”’ To provide the romance 
part of the billing the girl with the 
French accent, Yvette, has been 
added. 

It’s a 1941 repeat on what used 
to be known as a ‘caption show.’ Or 
| gilding the orchestra with a lot of 
continuity. The caption of many a 
bygone program ran something like 
this: ‘Now we're in the soft, roman- 
tic capital of lazylanguorous, lilting 
Latvia.’ Then the orchestra picked 
,up the cue and played some lazy, lan- 
| guorous, lilting Latviana. At one 
|point it muted down and the an- 


Institute of Radio Engineers 
ed with earlier CBS color television 
The 


and, hint of color camera tricks to 


ision receiver used on this occasion 


expected to obviate for the future 


Land. 





actor, which he never would be, 





‘HOME OF THE BRAVE’ 

With Tom Tully, Jeanette Nolan, 
Joan Banks, Dick Widmark, Charles 
Paul 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

CALUMET-SWANSDOWN 

Daily, 2:45 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

This pretentiously-named program 
has a patriotic introduction about 
the joy of living in the U. S. A— 
and amen to that—where one can be 
free—hurray again—in the guaran- 
tees of liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. Having made its bow to 
the editorial of today, having 
dragged in the stars and stripes for- 
ever, the program got down imme- 
diately to being a rather dull typical 
daytime serial. On the installment 
caught, the main male figure, played 
by Tom Tully, was rousing a series 
of drowzy persons to get clues on the 
whereabouts of the area’s only doc- 
tor. Locale was way off in the 
mountains of Colorado where doctors 
are scarce and, in this case, old, sod- 
den with alcohol, and reluctant to 
practice medicine. 

Serials are habits, not stories. Any 
critical report on a single installment 
simply is a report on that particular 
moment in the hoped-for develop- 
ment of a habit. This then ik the 
record for last Friday (10), it then 


being the fifth day of the new habit- | 


maybe of Calumet and Swansdown. 
The script was fairl simple, if sim- 
plicity is a daytime virtue, and pre- 
sumably it is. The situation was 
routine, but easy to understand. 


Finding a doctor in an emergency is | 
di- | 


an experience common to the 
rect or second-hand knowledge of 
nearly everybody. The snail’s pace 
Was not necessarily without prece- 
cent in successful daytime serials. 
Stretching out with endless but non- 
essential detail is a well known au- 
thor device. 

But a catalog of negative virtues 
cannot, even in a review of a day- 
time serial, be advanced as calcu- 
lated to impress. There are graces 
ever in corn, and this hearing sug- 
gested that this sample was below 





the -Zternoon standard. It was dif- 

ficult to foresee the habit forming 

attraction, if any. Land. 
William A. Schud@t, Jr., general 


manager of Columbia Recording’s 
transcription department, is on a 
business tour of the midwest, visit- 


ing Chicago, Detroit and Cincinnati. | 


mushed into the semi-filtered mike, 
|‘How low the stars hang tonight.... 
how lovely you look in chiffon. . 

oh, the fragrance of the moon, the 
bright yellow of you... say, if I 
| steal a kiss who would blame me” 
Daniel S. Gillmor, the 24-year-old I ask you.’ Then she would sigh and 
| editor-publisher of Friday mag, has say ‘Oh, Boris.” Then the nightin- 
| been getting increasingly into the | gales would sing and the orchestra 
| public eye (and some people's hair) | would come in and up. ; 

|with the publication’s sensational! Get the twist now. Change it to 
news articles and exposes. Now he’s , Rio or Acapulco or the boat deck of 
started a three-a-week commentator | a Moore & McCormick liner. For 
series over WHN, New York, to plug | lazy, languorcus, lilting Latviana 
‘the magazine. Considering the ex- | substitute tangoes and rhumbas and 
| plosive nature of the stuff he prints | Other imports, taking care to avoid 
_and the purported fact that his | ASCAP arrangements. Add NBC's 
| father, a retired admiral in the U. S. | Yvette throating ‘High On a Windy 
navy, is a rich man, young Gillmor | Hill’ bound for the Amazon with a 
seems likely to ignite quite a little ;heigh-ho_ in French-Spanish or 
more controversy if he continues | Spanish-French, as the case may be. 
| his present pace of activity. | _ So the series 
| As a radio commentator, Gillmor og _ _ of en wes got 
‘1s either starting slowly or he per- | «4 Bi. t Py Pong = .~ Park : 
isonally lacks the same sense of the | 4" Bert Parks, if it was Bert Parks, 
| spectacular that has made Friday a | Cat make icky lines of boat deck 
storm centre. When caught Monday slush sound as if they weren't. But 


| DANIEL S. GILLMOR 

| 15 Mins.-Local 
FRIDAY MAGAZINE 
M-W-F, 7:45 p.m. 

| WHN, New York 


{ 


: : . thing is wrong that can’t be im- 
night (13) nothing he said was as , 70'n!nSs ~ i 
/sensational as the daily hair-raising , Proved. Just have to write better 
of, for instance, Wythe Williams. |C@Ptions. Xavier Cugat is ripe for 


national radio reckoning. 
an attractive song style. The con- 
garhumba trend is on the upsurge. 
It’s plausible, pleasant radio fare. 
The commercial purpose is to ar- 


True, some of his opinions, such as ¥vette has 
| his opposition to the President's 
pending Lend-Lease Bill, may not 
prove generally popular, but he 
made no attacks on any public per- 


| . > ; Anaccec ; 

; Sonages, offered no exposes or any pron ~ oe Pe Fcig Fey Sie 
§ . 6 P *. 10 >Y Ne st 

| particularly juicy items. Nearest a Row ies b ttl Py nee 

| thing to a sensation was his revela- a en wees 


| ti ’ ‘ta,ey | analyzed (by Camels) proved to be 
|tion that he’d retracted a_ story |‘ : : prides: 


story | _quote—'28% less poisonous than’ 
about Orson Welles and was giving pe — ~ . ba stage scr ao 
4 ner igarets. i ner q Cé 
the RKO actor-producer two pages ee ae dit gg “ 
in a forthcoming issue to feature it. | M@*¢ a ow a oe 


record that they care a whoop. The 
|absurdity of the mental picture of 
scooping into a test tube one kind 
fessional mike commentator or actor. of tances smoke es order to a 
He stumbles over words from time | tS 28% less bad for you than the 
to time and lacks variation of tone ee lye 
for color or ‘emphasis. Fact that the | <*>“, B. ‘ ee 
session is in the form of an inter- |™oOdern Americana. Perhaps it is 
| view, with the announcer setting up ee ee, oe oe eee 
een Srew questions for the boss aoe of perception that this kind 
; U y 5 ¢ c 5 ; “sinh " ‘ ° 

: ‘oti ig — detracts from of cigaret copy does not inspire 
| SORIEON, SS COOS THE, SEPSTORS BFC- | one health ld style, Yankee ra- 
|ciousness of some of the analysis : 7. Oe Oy, : 


| Gillmor’s delivery is frankly ama- 
teurish. He knows none of the ora- 
| torical or dramatic tricks of the pro- 





and logic. It would seem, therefore, | 2°°!"8:- Land. 
that the new spieler should acquire |, a pI 

smoother delivery, put his material BARBER OF SEVILLE’ 

into straight-away form and either With Sanford Meisner, Santos Or- 
wade frankly into sensationalism or tega, Jay Jostyn, Sylvia Field, 
express his arguments more cogent- Roger De Koven, George Coul- 


|ly. Even as it is, the station’s dis- | ouris, Peter Capell, Michael Sage, 
claimer of not being responsible for 


eg : | Felix Knight, Kenneth Schon, Elsa 
his opinions seems a trifle more em- | Kauerz 


phetic than customary. 60 Mins 
There are two major plugs on the Susheinten 
show. The first is a general expres- | ° s 


sion that in vital times such as the | Sunday, 3 p.m. 

| present the public needs the truth | WJZ-NBC, New York 

{and should. therefore, read Frid>y. As one of its ‘Great Plays’ series, 
| the ‘mavazine that dares to print the | NBC presented Sunday afternoon 
truth.’ Second mentions specific ar- | (12) a new treatment of the-Beau- 
| ticles in the forthcoming issue. | marchais’ play, ‘Barber of Seville,’ 
Hobe. including three songs from Rossini’s 
better-known opera version of the 














same story. Starting as a mildly di- 





A PROPOSITION THAT 
AND POSSIBILITIES. 
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ALL APPLICATIO 


STRICTLY PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL. 


ARDE BULOVA, 630 FIFTH AVENUE, 
NEW YORK CITY 


RADIO SALES EXECUTIVE 


A LARGE IMPORTANT STATION WITH 
POWERFUL WATTAGE IS BEING ORGANIZED 
RIGHT NOW IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


THE MAN I AM SEEKING IS NOW E¥- 
PLOYED, PERHAPS THE HEAD OF SOME RADIO 
ORGANIZATION, WHO MAY BE INTERESTED IN 


I WANT A GOOD, 
MAN WHO HAS WON HIS SPURS IN SERVICE. 
I WANT NO DREAMER - 


THE MAN I WANT IS YOUNG, HAS A 
RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT BEHIND HIM AND 
HAD NO THOUGHT OF LEAVING HIS JOB UNTIL 
HE READ THIS ADVERTISEMENT. 


verting novelty, its cuteness grew a 
trifle labored midway and definitely 
dull before the finish. Trouble ap- 
parently centered in the story itself, 
which is on the thin side even for 
opera. Taken straight, its complex 
18th century intrigues were too 
musty. Whole thing was overlong. 

Novel touch that redeemed the 
early scenes was the introduction of 
author Beaumarchais as a chatty. 
egotistical narrator. Translation and 
adaptation thereafter was reason- 
ably bright, considering the tired 
material, but the production revealed 
little imagination. Added drawback 
was that the three songs, in their 
original Italian, did nothing to ad- 
vance the story, unless the listener 
happened to be already familiar with 


OFFERS GREATER SCOPE 


SOUND. PRACTICAL their lyrics or the libretto of the 

. PRACTiC aaah spt 

® Acting was generally sparkling 
and believable. Sanford Meisner 

NO THEORIST. was admirably foppish as author- 


narrator Beaumarchais. Santos Or- 
tega had the proper romantic inten- 
city as Count Almaviva, while Jay 
Jostyn was a swaggering Figaro. 
Svlvia Field was a trifle over-coy at 
times, but gave lifelike substance to 
Rosina, while Roger De Koven, 
George Coulouris, Peter Capell and 
Michael Sage were varying success- 
ful in other parts. Felix Knight. 
Kenneth Schon and Elsa Kauerz 
handled the three songs agreeably. 

Stewart Robb did the translation 
and collaborated with Welbourn 
Kelley on the radio adaptation. 
George Maynard directed. Musical 
bridging, in the manner of harpsi- 
ehord and other 18th century instru- 
| ments, was expressively atmosnheric. 


NS WILL BE HELD 




















\ Hobe. 


| Follow-up Comment | 


nouncer, making believe he was an | 


| vivid 
| Willson BMI-ed the musical parts, 


—_—_— 


























‘Town Hall of the Air’ was its old exciting, vital, dramatic, and occa- 
sionally vituperative self last Thursday (9) as Dean Acheson took the 
affirmative and Verne Marshall the negative to the question, ‘Is Hitler's 
defeat essential to the United States?’ Marshall, the Iowa journalist who 
heads the No Foreign War Committee, provided a whole series of amazing 
moments as one belligerent, tactless remark after another fell from his lips, 
He accused George V. Denny, who had been scrupulously fair, of not giving 
him protection against the hostile crowd; he threatened to physically take 
on anybody from the audience who said he wasn’t a good American; he got 
three extra minutes beyond his allotted time, yet later referred to being 
‘cut off.’ 

What made the radio performance of this previously unknown person so 
astonishing was his loud, bravado-punctuated laughs, his bold effort to use 
the radio debate opportunity to solicit mail for his committee while largely 
ignoring the question he was supposed to discuss. Several speakers from 
the audience went out of their way to say that while they themselves took 
the Marshall side of the issue, they deplored the personalized, meandering, 
soapbox-like presentation. Denny artistically paid off for the whole series 
of undeserved slights handed him by Marshall by delicately leaving the 
radio audience with the thought that the American people's estimate of a 
man and a cause rose or fell by the impression made. 

Meantime it was absorbing radio with boos, shouts, applause. It was at 
moments a trifle too hysterical to be called debate. But it brought things 
out into the open where—in a democracy—they belong. 





Frank Morgan's restoration to the Maxwell House program on the NBC 
red is a recent increase in radio’s giggability He was spoofed-up by his 
writers last Thursday (9) into readily negotiable comedy currency. To- 
gether with the Baby Snooks routine 
of Fannie Brice (and the slick tim- 
ing of feeder Hanley Stafford) the 
program was well fortified. It has 





manship. The script was a pip all 
the way. The sharp, clear use of 
emphasis, built up by echoing the 





built steadily in quality, continuity 
and judgment of material and pace, 
now being—and for some time— 
among the socko examples of front- 
rank professionalism on the air. 
Snooks being toured through an art 
museum by her peevish daddy was 
radio vaudeville. Meredith 


kept skimpy, but his ‘chiffon swing’ 


| version of the melodious ‘Waltzing 


started last Thurs- | 


Doll’ was good to the last note. A 


built-up and filled-out John Conte | 


had tynically radioesque m.c. jovial- 
ity and liveness. 


Edith Meiser padded out the slen- 
der plot of last week’s ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ adventure with a good deal 
of non-essential by-play between Dr. 
Watson and Mrs. Hudson, the detec- 
tive’s housekeeper. She also resorted 
to scene descriptions conveyed by 
the spoken words of the sole be- 
holder. The villain’s thinking out 
loud constituted no probable strain 
upon the intellect of young ’uns who 
stayed up to be scared. But the au- 
thoress no doubt knew she could on 
this occasion do things a bit loosely 
and get away with it for two reasons, 
Mr. R. and Mr. B. In other words, 
the suave readings of Basil Rathbone 
and the genial grumpings of Nigel 
Bruce carry the entertainment easily 
over the puddles. Actor Bruce is 
especially useful in giving a friendly 
shove-off for the Bromo-Quinine 
commercials of Knox Manning. 








Fred Allen started to gag with a 
guestee last week (8) about ‘making 
a lot of money out of a little’ (the 
guestee being some sort of an invest- 
ment personage), whereupon the 


|} sort of crack all radio entertainers 


| 


fear came sizzling into the mike, an 
anti-New Deal snapper. Allen stepped 
in fast. expressing (a) the hunch that 
this might be the last ‘interview’ of 
this type, and (b) by the disclaimer 
for the sponsor—‘well, after all, 
that’s your personal opinion.’ 





Infantile Paralysis campaign was 
inaugurated Sunday (12) at 2 p.m. 
over the three major webs by a pro- 
gram that revealed high gifts of elo- 
quence and, apart from the end it 


served, was an admirable piece of | 


radio showmanship. It happened to 
be a funds-raising proposition which 
is usually the cue for a tune-out. 
By sheer smoothness of script and 
artful playing on the heart-strings 
any duliness or windiness was obvi- 
ated and, instead, the program had 
the pace of one of the standout com- 
mercials. Half a dozen governors 
and mayors took up some time, but 
they were held to a few lines each. 
Humanity of the program, notably in 
the prolog-epilog touch of the kid 
with infantile paralysis who can’t 
walk, but is made scorekeeper of the 
scrub football team, may well serve 
as a model for charity drive show- 


same thought, was calculated to 
crush indifference. The program, 
too, was tied together tightly in 


every phase. The points the auspices 
sunted oenphecioe’ were; everything 
else was edited out. The topical 
value of the President's own handi- 
cap and quotation from Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s biography were em- 
ployed. To G. W. Johnstone, the 
radio chairman, and his colleagues 
credit is owed for a program that 
set standards for its kind of radio. 





Ralph Ingersoll, publisher of PM, 
who is becoming both a radio and a 
national figure by virtue of his 
prominence in the aid-to-Britain dis- 
cussions, was pitted against Senator 
Burton Wheeler of Montana Sunday 
(12) on a special Washington pick- 
up of the University of Chicago 
Roundtable. They agreed on hardly 
janything, although Wheeler, unlike 
| Verne Marshall, does condemn Hit- 
‘ler. The program was calculated to 
|} attract an extra big audience and to 
| hold same. Both men made intelli- 
| gent presentations, but the fine um- 
|piring of Louis Worth of the Chicago 
faculty was the guarantee that the 
discussion, while warm, never be- 
came a shouting match. 


Fletcher Wiley is one of those little 
heard-about regular broadcasters. He 
discourses on health and stuff and 
Mhilosophy during the afternoon on 








CBS. And his is the gift of gab. 
Quiet, reasonable-like, persuasive, 
he slips in the glad tidings now and 
again about Campbell’s” chicken 
soup, or whatelse. 

Rise Stevens clicked solidly, as 





|guest last Thursday night (9) on 
|‘Musical Americana’ with Raymond 
Paige’s orchestra. Contralto who 
|recently scored a hit at the Metro- 
| politan Opera sang two expressively 
‘contrasting selections, ‘Songs My 
Mother Taught Me’ and the Haba- 
|nera from ‘Carmen.’ Handled both 
iwith captivating warmth and skill. 
| Paige evoked his customary full and 
| vibrant tone from the orchestra, 
| particularly on ‘Andalucia’ and 
| Tchaikowsky's ‘Andante Cantabile.’ 
| Wasn't able to bring to life a new 
| pop composition, ‘I Hear a Rhapsody.’ 


| Incidentally, it was not, as an- 


|/nounced, Miss Sevens’ radio debut. 
She’s been singing on the air for 
| years, 





Kate Smith on WNEW, N. Y. 
Kate Smith will talk and sing on 
WNEW, New York, Jan. 22 on a 10- 
minute program cooked up to aid 


Mrs. Wm. Randolph Hearst’s Free 
Milk Fund drive. Shortie airs 3-3:10 
p. m. 


It’s part of the charity push which 
culminates in an annual fund per- 
| formance of the Metropolitan Opera, 
i a A 
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Raises Issue of Draft Law Evasion ae a Defense Meeting on Radio Is fi! 
| nee 
Veiled in Great Secrecy - 








Against Sabotage 


Announcer Avers His Discharge Was to Avoid Re- 





hiring Obligation—Station Denies ) 





Detroit, Jan. 14. 
Warnings were sent to all radio 


stations here by Kenneth D. Wil- | 
kins, United States Assistant Dis- _ matter, 


trict Attorney, that the Government | along 
| events. 


would stand for no dismissals of em- 
ployees 


if that particular phase was not cov- 


ered by the draft law. Wilkins said 


his action was based on the com- 
plaint of Henry Schneidewind, an 
announcer under the name of Henry 
Charles, who charged that he was 
fired New Year's Eve by Station 


on the eve of their depar- | 
ture under the conscription act even 


of employees 





| which requires that employees be 


restored to their jobs. 
At the station it was said that the 
draft had nothing to do with the 
that the dismissal came 
in the regular course of 


Wilkins added that he was not 
sure what action the Government 
could take since there was nothing 
in the law to prevent the dismissal 
before they were 
called into service. Most of the De- 
troit stations have issued statements 


that employees called in the draft , 


would find their jobs waiting on 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
Increased precautions against sa- 
botage at the transmitting plants of 


Crosley’s 50,000-watt WLW and the | 


new international station, WLWO, 
in Mason, O., 20 miles north of Cincy, 


include the erection of a high steel | 
fence around the property, also the | 


building of a watch tower, 75 feet 
high. Since a few weeks ago, when 
WLWO’'s tuning house was damaged 


| by fire of undetermined origin, the 


transmitter grounds have been pa- 
trolled day and night by a staff of 12 
guards. All shrubbery has been re- 
moved so as not to obstruct the view 
of guards. 

WLW’s power can be stepped up to 
500,000 watts for experimental pur- 





But Some Assurances Given 





Washington, Jan. 14. | identification cards—each having a 

Soothing syrup was poured for | number as well as a warning to re- 
broadcasters and other elements of Port immediately in case one is lost 
wee : |—which must be displayed in order 

the communication industry last | to gain admission to future huddles. 
week when advisory committees | (Reports that a password had been 
huddled with the Vefense Communi- | decided upon as double safeguard 














Tone Down Army Camp Selling 
their return, 

The U. S. Army and Navy departments apparently have instructed ' 
agencies on commercial shows vriginating in army camps and naval it 
bases to make stronger ‘no-endorsement’ announcements. On recent it 
Vox Pop shots from Quantico, Va. Marines’ site (under Navy jurisdic- 44 
tion) and from Mitchel Field, L. I. (under Army command), flat state- eid 
ments have been made the departments ‘do not endorse any product 
and these broadcasts therefore do not constitute an endorsement of our 
products.’ Parks Johnson, on last week’s salvo, prefaced this declara- 
tion with ‘As you know.’ Earlier in the winter, the phraseology used on 
service-site Vox Pops which plug tobacco and cigarettes but present 
a can of former given to each quizee, was ‘This broadcast does not con- 
stitute an official endorsement of our products.’ The ‘department does 
not endorse any product’ language was then missing. Officers and men 
have voluntarily said, on the air, a good word for Kentucky Club. 
However, recently there seems to be less of this and, when voiced, 
with less emphasis. 


WJBK just after he had taken a 
physical examination under the 
draft. Charles’ complaint was that 
his work was satisfactory and that 
he was let out without notice to 
evade the provisions of the draft law 


| poses, under cal] letters, W8XO. Sta- 
ition WLWO, beamed on Latin- 
; America, operates with 100,000 watts 
|input power, which is the strongest | 
in this country. 


Defense Group 


Sets Up Radio 
Staff of Three 





The KRNT-KSO Policy 
Des Moines, Jan. 14. 
KRNT-KSO has announced the 
following policy covering employes 
called into military or naval service 














== 


; by the federal government: 


PS 


ATLANTA 


1, Full-time employes ordered or 
drafted will be granted a leave of 
absence for a period not to exceed 
one year and 40 days. 

2. Employes who have completed 
the regular training in military or 
naval service (not to exceed one 
year) and who have received a cer- 
tificate for satisfactory military or 
| naval service or training shall be 
| re-employed and restored to their 
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|odd participants strongly gagged, 
the industry leaders heard renewed 
assurance that nothing menacing is 
in prospect and they will be con- 
,Sulted in regard to every plan or | 
policy affecting their interests. There | 
| was no promise, however, that their | 
ideas will be carried out, just as it | 
was emphasized that the Federal 
planners have no intention of giving 
| outsiders anything resembling veto | 
| power, 


nent character, is getting set to go on 
the air regularly—on a gratis basis. 
Budget for the fiscal year starting 
July 1, sent to Congress last week, 
‘includes request for $22,000 to pay 
salaries of persons attached to a 
prospective radio division. 
Allowance is made for a radio di- 
rector at $8.500: assistant at $6,000; 
and radio program specialist at $7,500. 


created to go into all kinds of prob- 
lems and whip up factual data re- 
quired by the Federal officials in 
working out their schemes for war- 
time operation. 


sas ‘ad Washington, Jan. 14. | _ - i 

| former position or position of like The National Defense Advisory | cations Board at an ultra-confiden- , aginst snooping proved unfounded.) j 
Commission, taking on a semi-perma- tial meeting. With all of the 200-| Batch of subcommittees was { 

‘ 


| seniority. 
| 3. Each full-time employe who 
| has been in the employ of the com- 


| pany less than a year at the time 
(QUOTE) 


A PE ER REE ne 


he enters training shall receive as 

|a bonus his weekly pay during each 

| of the first four weeks of initial 12- 
month period of military or naval 

. «+ we are very happy | i y 

to inform you that for | 4 Each full-time employe who 

the month of October, has been employed by the company 


2 for more than one year at the time 
Radio Station WAGA 


Sot Ladiiieniineniendti annie mancacueaemtameeieaate ee 
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Se eS aan 


en 


Raymond Paige on Fitch; 
To Coast for a Visit 


Raymond Paige and his 61-piece 








he enters service shall receive as a 
pulled inquiries at a 
cost of 7.3 cents per 
inquiry, thus leading 
all stations in our list 
which consists of 15 ... 


99 


(UNQUOTE) 


bonus his weekly pay during each 
of the first 12 weeks of his initial 
| 12-month period of military or naval 
service. 

5. In addition the company, at its | 
own expense, maintains participation 
in the Equitable Life Assurance So- 
ciety group life insurance during the 


Radio Slander Law 
Boston, Jan. 14. 

Legislation to make the libel laws 
apply to radio broadcasts was urged 
in the annual report of the Massa- 
chusetts Judicial Council filed today 
| with Governor Leverett Saltonstall. 
| Also persons or their agents making 
the broadcasts would be criminally 
| and civilly responsible for their 
| words. 


leave of absence for such employes. 
| Such a law would eliminate abuse 
and slander from radio poltiical 


KIRBY TO WAR 








Only public disclosure of the na- 
|ture of the sessions was brief an- 


|nouncement listing the officers 
picked by the various advisory 
groups. Neville Miller was made 


chairman of the committee on do- 
mestic broadcasting, with A. D. Ring, 
Federal Communications 
sion assistant chief engineer, picked 


for secretary. Walter Evans of West- | 


inghouse Electric Co. heads the In- 
ternational Broadcasting committee, 


| with P. R. Siling of the FCC as sec- | 


retary. 
Unprecedented secrecy surrounded 


'the parley, All members received 


Commis- | 


orchestra will guest Sunday night 
(19) on the ‘Fitch Bandwagon,’ the 
first time such a sized outfit has ap- 
peared on the show. Deal involved 


| considerable dickering for that rea- 


son. 

Gene Krupa, originally scheduled 
to play the date, will appear later. 
Paige, whose ‘Musical Americana’ 
series expires with tomorrow’s 
(Thursday) stanza, intends leaving 
in the next couple of weeks for a 
vacation on the Coast, his and his 
wife’s home. However, if any one 


| of several tentative deals go through, 
|he’ll remain east, possibly taking a 
| Florida vacation. 
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That’s quoted from a 
letter signed by C. H. rary 
Cary of the Coolidge 
Des 


Ed Kirby, director of public rela- 
tions for the National Association 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
yf 
Broadcasters and secretary of the 


joined the ranks of the 
1941 Minute Men who are rallying 
to the flag for a dollar a year. Kirby 
went on leave of absence from N.A.B 


Advertising Co., 
Moines, Ia. 


WAGA, “the Blue Rib- 
bon Station in the Blue 


Ribbon Market of the 


N.A.B. code compliance committee, 
last week 











. 9 8 nN to become ‘Expert in the Field of Fig 
South, is the BIG Radio Broadcasting’ in the War De- dt 
CITY radio station that partment, it was announced. He will 
DOES PULL MAIL! serve in the Public Relations Branch, 


Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff. 
Kirby graduated in 1926 from Vir- 
ginia Military Institute. 


There are 99,780 ra- 
dio homes in the pri- 
mary area. 








| Kobak, Obermeyer Head 
New York Funds Drive 


Edgar Kobak, v.p. in charge of 
sales for the NBC-blue, has 





ASK A JOHN BLAIR MAN 
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WITH 


TED WEEMS 


San Antonio, Jan. 14 AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Audience giveaway program is set 


to start Jan. 22 locally over KABC Every Sunday, 6:30-7:00, E.S.T. 
| sponsored by the Miller Cereal Co. of | 
« NBC RED NETWORK Hi 


been 
named vice-chairman of the Greater ]| 
N. Y. Fund for 1941 in charge of 
public relations. | 

Henry Obermeyer, who has charge |} 
of radio for Consolidated-Edison, will | ]} 
serve as vice-chairman of Kobak’s 
committee. 


a = el Sa salina pce: te 
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FRANKLY CAPTIONED 


| ‘The Miller Money Program’ Starts 
in San Antonio 
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Omaha. Program will be aired twice 
weekly and will give away, via phone 





7 7 : 

: + 

calls to homes throughout the city, a a , , waht 
$1 bill to all housewives for each box NOW IN OUR 12TH MONIH . ' ! 
of the sponsor’s product found on & t ' i 


their shelves. 
Program will be handled by Jerry 


go aen a nat ae ek the Management: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
ee a il be tl 
Millers Money Program. Deal was . . ae Tati i 


























set through Allen-Reynolds Co. 
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isconsin Regional 


—__—__—_— - 


Milwaukee, Jan. 14. | 

With Milwaukee's solid BMI front | 
broken by WEMP signing up Dec. 31 
with the American Society of Com- | 
posers, Authors and_ Publishers, | 
smoldering bitterness in the local 
radio field has flamed into accusa- 
tions that the indie station execs are | 
rebels. renegades and traitors, while | 
rumors are afloat that the Wisconsin | 
Broadcasting System's state loop, of | 
which WEMP is the key station, is | 
about to fold. These state stations | 
had lined up with BMI and unless ; 
they switch their allegiance to 
ASCAP, as it is reported some of 
them are doing, the loop, as it has | 
operated, will be a thing of the past 
as WEMP will be feeding only | 
ASCAP music. 
When word 


got out that WEMP | 
had signed with ASCAP, Gaston | 
Grignon, manager of WISN, tele- 
phoned C. J. Lanphier, manager of 
the indie station, to tell him what he 
thought about him and his associates, 


but WTMJ has refrained from an 
open expression of its feelings, al- 
though it is said The Milwaukee 


Journal's refusal to accept WEMP 
advertising to plug its new NBC Blue 
network affiliation, effective Jan. 1, | 
was a leading contributory factor in 
WEMP’s llth hour deflection from 
the BMI ranks. WTMJ is operated 
by the Journal. 
Journal’s Slant 

The Journal contends there was 
nothing unusual in its refusal to sell 
space to WEMP, a competitor, that it 


was simply the application for the 
first time in radio of a standing rule 
that part of its permanent fixed 
policy. To illustrate: if Gimbel Bro: 
should want to put a line in their 
copy advising the reader to scan a 
certain ad of theirs in another news- 


paper, The Journal would decline to 


accept Gimbels’ copy. 

Regarding the reports in circul: 
tion to the effect that the WBS loop 
will cease operations as a chain 
Lanphier asserts that such statement 
are to sav the least premature. and 


that the lines will stay in throughout 
the month of January for a possible 
eomplete resumption of full opera- 
tions in event the member 
tions end their BMI affiliation and go 
over to ASCAP. Temporarily, how- 
ever loop overation 
Rumors that the system is in financial 
difficulties are vigorously denied, 
officials asserting they are definitely | 
in the black. ail bills being paid and | 
the treasury boasting a $4,000 sur- 
plus, though they had been 
operating only 11 months. 

In the meantime, WEMP, as an 
NBC Blue outlet, broadcasts BMI 


the sta- 


there is no 


even 


music, but in programs originatin? 
in the station projects only ASCAP 
product over the air, hence must pay 
licen fees to both organizations 
and considers it good business to do 
60 


CKLW'’s Particular Status 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Detroit’s six stations are spli 
right down the middle on the - 
re ! struggle—three of the 
statio being lined up with BMI 
while the other three have ASCAP 
contracts. Town’s three biggest sta- 
tions—WJR, WMJ and WXYZ—ar« 
BMI Two smaller stations here, 
WJBK and WMBC, have contract: 
with both BMI and ASCAP., airing 
Ppienty of records along with hei 
fore language broadcasts 

M jue is CKLW Wind 
© Q 0 e tha 
Asa M let 1 ASCAP 
| t e f 
ASCAP i the Car B 
C2 ( » oh ey the 
si e¢ tne 
0 e 

, tod ‘ 
I if tun 
S Li ] atte! ] ri ¢ ; 
thus far they have been surpri 
that no complaints have come 


Over the cut off of familiar tunes. 


‘If they only complained,’ one 
executive said, ‘it would at least 
how they were listening.’ 


7, ASCAP 

Atlass 507, | 
Chicago, Jan. 14. | 

Ralph Atlass has safeguarded 
radio properties here as far as the 
current music battle is concerned. 
Has signatured WJJD to an exclu- 
sive BMI contract, but has taken an | 
ASCAP license as well as the BMI 
deal for the WIND ontlet. 
Primarily the ASCAP deal for | 
WIND is for the protection of sev- 
eral foreign language programs on 
this station } 


hie | 








Webs Continuance 


Hinges Upon Music License Status »: Sisters’ 


BMI Sought Villa Moret 





Along with Sam Fox, who be- 
came the last publisher 
with ASCAP, a day later than 
the Metro-Robbins group, Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., was also flirting 
with the performing rights to the 
Villa Moret catalog. This is a 
peculiar setup in that Metro- 
Robbins has the publication 
rights to certain Villa Moret 
tunes but that couldn’t forfend 


-renewal 


a possible radio performing 
rights deal. However that too, 


like the Fox and Metro firms 
(Robbins, Feist and Miller), fell 
through. 

E. B. Marks the lone 
ASCAP disaffection from the 
ranks, for five years, being guar- 
anteed $250,000 annum. 


Faked Football Atmosphere 
KFRC’s Ingenious Solution 
Of ASCAP Music Fears 


remains 


per 





San Francisco, Jan. 14 
This town’s best ASCAP-BMI 
headache to date concerns KFRC and 
the broadcast of the East-West foot- 


ball game Despite warnings from 
Mutual not to pick up any bands, 
station was beset by frantic wires 


from Gillette Safety Razor, sponsor- 


ing, for mus So Cy Trobbe, musi- 
cal director, got the boys together 
in Studio A. hung a mike in the far 
corner, arranged the gang artistically 
and faked .a stadium pickup, using 
f l le red the i YY é t 
€ 1 lo Cce€ one 
Th 1 I t O 
€ rInee!l ( , < 
Dlay-by-p bi ting the ga for 
yu iow! ind the like Station 
proude if fact that although the 
web had been informed of the fakery 


Mutual New York wired during 
how for ‘absolute assurance’ that 
the outlet wasn’t kidding. Sounded 


too 


‘THE COMPOSER’S CORNER 


CBS Inaugurates Program with Lyn 
Murray, Fredda Gibson 


effort to 


available 


In an 


music 


plug non-ASCAP 
for radio use but 


not being used, CBS this week starts 


a new orchestra series at 2:35-3:00 
p.m. Sundays. Talent will include 
Lyn Murray and a 20-piece orches- 
tra, Fredda Gibson, Jack Leonard, 
Bobby Tucker and a group of seven 
éingers Series will be called ‘Com- 
poser’s Cornet! . 

Incidental idea of the show will 


be to show 


composer-batoner of 


case conductor Murray, 


currently the 





Friday night ‘Campbell Piayhouse.’ 
He previously did a somewhat simi- 
lar program, ‘Music for Moderns 
but the CBS artist bureau now fig- 
he’s ready to be given added 
spotlighting Music on the first 
‘Composer's Corner’ stanza will in- 
clude tunes from the new Broadway 
musical, ‘Crazy with the Heat.’ 
Noble Nixes Radio 
Leighton Noble, who opened at the 
Waldorf-Asto N Y Satu 
6 ee D ( e t € 
i i ible i! S DO 
W Pe hote!, P 
S New oupdscribers 
BMI list 's) co ercial§ statior 
has 664 station of which, as of last 


week, there are 601 subscriber mem- 
bers and 63 pledges. The Texas net- 
work stations, operated by Elliott 
Roosevelt, signed with BMI.. This 
group of nine stations signed with 
ASCAP last summer. BMI additions 
are 


KCMC, Texarkana. 
KABC., San Antonio. 
KNOW, Austin 

WACO, Waco. 

KPLT, Paris 

KTEM, Temple. Texas. 
KBST., Big Spring 
KGKT, San Angelo. 
KRBC, Abilene. 

KRRV, Sherman, Texas. 
KFJF, Fort Worth. 
KRMD. Shreveport, La. 
KOL, Seattle, Wash. 
KPLC, Lake Charles, La 


Chorus Unprepared 


Milwaukee, Jan. 14. 
of the Oconomowoc 


lf hour weekly civic chorus 
gram sponsored by the Pate Oil had 
to be cancelled at the last minute 
because the suburban warblers’ re- 
pertoire wasn't sufficiently extensive 
to fill their allotted time on 
without ASCAP 
WTMJ brought 
Blue Room ensemble 


FCC AGAIN DECLINES 
ANY PART OF ASCAP 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion is sticking to its decision of ‘no 
ASCAP entanglements.’ In a letter 
to Douglas Moore, New York edu- 
ecator, Chairman James L. Fly 
litely acknowledged two letters from 
Moore....‘with enclosures, 


pro- 


the 


aining 


the gap 


in its sust 


relating to the 
between the American 


Commission 
controversy 


Society of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers and the radio broadcast 
industry.’ 
Same alibi was used in Fly’s let- 


ter to Moore as appeared month ago 
in a communication addressed to 
Frank Hummert, of Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert. Commish has not 
been appealed to by any of the in- 
terested parties, and therefore it 
would be ‘unwise’ for it to express 
any opinion as to the ‘relative merits 
of the claims of the parties involved.’ 
Passed the buck to the Department 
of Justice by reminding Moore that 


criminal préceedings have been 
launched against ASCAP, BMI and 
the networks by the D. J. and that 
‘there is reason to believe that these 


proceedings may remove any unrea- 


nable restraints which now exist 


ASCAP War Ends Discs 
Buffalo, Jan. 14 


ASCAP war pushed training camp 


discs off WBEN, which carried daily 
e.t from Ft. Dix, N. J., and Ft. Mc- 
Clellan, Ala., where local boys are 
? 


Most platters quizz 
contained songs by them, and supply 


ng trainees 


of those that did not were quickly 
exhausted. Waxing equipment at 
both camps now idle while soldiers 
bone up on BMI, 

With four of city’s six outlets in 
BMI camp, ASCAP music is heard 
only over WBNY and city-owned 


WSVS, which share same wavy 
Latter, operated by students in 
eca Vocational High School, 
of society’s free licenses. 
WBNY announced (2) its signature 
coincidentally, that a bill of 


complaint brought by ASCAP charg- 
ing the 


elength 
Sen- 
one 


got 


, 
anc 
and, 


station with copyright viola- 


tions would be dropped WSAY, 
Rochester, named in another ASCAP 
complaint, indicated it would sign 


with the society also. 


Navy Without ‘Anchors’ 


Vox Pop show (Parks Johnson- 
Walls Butterworth ’ broade iSts from 
the U. S. Naval Acaden Annapolis, 


. "9 
Jan oe. 


Academy’s 50-piece band will be 


heard on the broadcast but won’t be 
able to play ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ tra- 
ditional navy song, because it is an 
ASCAP con position, 
 ] 
ASCAP Station Plavs BMI Tunes By 
Accident 
M eape J j 
WM tne ( f 
I ( { ) 
r ne 1 Ve ul r ( rir 
note control br i i of d € 
music, the band leaders twice sub- 
stituted BMI tunes for ASCAP 
music without notifying the station. 
The broadcasts were immediately 
cut off. 


‘In the public interest.” WLB, local 
University of Minnesota non-com- 
mercial station, has been granted an 
ASCAP license without cost, along 
with WCAL, another non-commer- 
cial station operated by St. Olaf col- 
lege at Northfield. Minn., near here. 
and Macalaster college and Simpson 
Memorial church in St. Paul. 


BMI has announced that eight 
Minnesota stations have signed for 


ite 


its music. They are WCCO, WTCN 
and WDGY in the Twin Cities: 
KFAM, St. Cloud: KWLM, Willmar: 
KROC, ; and KWNO, 
Wit 


tochester 


ona, Minn, 


air | 


po- | 


accom- | 
panying some 7,000 petitions to this | 
present | 


Victor Herbert Music on NBC 


Turns Out to Be Pre-ASCAP Tune Under SESAC 


License in Schuberth Catalog 





tates + . a 

Yoo-Hoo, George NBC and other broadcast sources 
are playing Victor Herbert compo- 
er sitions through their licenses with 
Songplugger employees of the Society of European Stage Au- 
ASCAP publishers have a new | thors and Composers. ASCAP has 
chant with which they greet ‘raised the question whether its 
each other since the separation membership contract with the Her- 
of radio and ASCAP. Old Gold bert estate includes the co-licensing 
is practically the only ring: “ed ‘of Herbert's works in the SESAC 
cigaret maker that is not on the | eatalog, but there are no indications 
air with a program at the mo- |that ASCAP will do anything of a 

ment, so the greeting ‘BMI 1 legal nature about the situation. 
; ee Old Gold and BI whi The Herbert works licensed by 
fold. ___. SESAC are published by one of its 





Inaugural Music Is 
Infringement -F ree; 
Propaganda Continues 








ASCAP music will probably be 
heard Jan. 20 over NBC, CBS and 
Mutual for the first time since their 
break with ASCAP Jan. i. After 
much publicity had been issued by 


the radio and ASCAP camps on the | 


subjects. Neville Miller, National 
Association of Broadcasters 
yesterday (Tuesday) announced tha 
since ASCAP had okayed the use 
of its works during the inaugura- 
tion parade and ceremonies, he ‘sup- 
posed thant many stations will use 
all 16 selections on the day’s pro- 
gram. The ASCAP numbers to be 
used in the are ‘Anchors 
Aweigh’ and ‘The Stars and Stripes 
Foreve 


From 


“Ne 
naradce 


ASCAP during the past 


week also came blast against the 
Michigar Network's refu 1 to pick 
up Army ceremonie from Fort 
Haves. Ohio, because of the luding 
of ASCAP compositions and what 
ASCAP te ( the networks’ exten- 
sion of their bovcott to British mu- 

ASCAP’s assault termed this 


an outrageous afront to Great 
Britain and the British Empire’ and 
‘There Will 






mentioned the son 

Always Be An England,’ ‘Keep the 

Iome ‘ires Burning’ and ‘The 

Nichtingale Sang in Berkeley 

Square’ and such composers as El- 

gar, Coates.. Coward and Lauder. 
] without an 


Radio let this pass by 
answer. 

ASCAP'’s other comment had to do 
with an advertisement carried in 


the Philadelphia papers last week 
and pnvid for by KYW and WFIL 
ASCAP pointed out that the copy 
of the add dea’, strictly in dollars 
and cents, what the use of ASCAP 
music would cost radio, and that 
nothing was said about the public’s 
interest, preferences or familiarity. 
ASCAP also expressed an ironic 
curlosity about that last line in the: 
add, namely. ‘You have our pledge 
t v and in the future we'll see 
to it that good music fills the air.’ 


Can't Play Alma Mater Tune 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 


The ASCAP situation has 


barred 





WEW,. a commercial station owned 
and operated by the St. Louis Uni- 
versity, a Jesuit college, from play- 


ing the university’s alma mater ditty 
which ASCAP controls and last week 





T. Jones, station manager, 
cancelled the Public School Music 
eric A has been a weekly 15- 
minute program for several years 
The a ember of BMI, wrote 

ASCAP New York and asked 
€ ¢ t f he notice 
t ou e i er igo on the 
ASCAP numbe yn non- 
ne ( ous program 
Whe l { 
\ J action to prevent 
a \ ] 
J e P So} 
Vit eries pl a be dis- 
car | 


Mull Music Situation 
At Coast N.A.B. Session 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

on Holliway, director of Na- 
tional Ass'n of Broadcasters, has 
called a meeting of the 16th district 
Jan. 17 at Ambassador hotel. Around 
50 station owners from southern 
California, Arizona and New Mex- 
ico will attend. Carl Haverlin, 
Broadcast Music’s manager of station 
relations, is coming from the east 
for the sesh. 

Most of the discussion will 
jvoted to the music 


be de- 
controy ersy. 


| 
prez, | 


members, the Schuberth Publishing 
Co. These works, according to 
SESAC, were assigned to Schuberth 
before Herbert became a member of 
| ASCAP, of which Herbert was also 
the founder, and that the assignment 
included the performing rights 
SESAC claims that it has over 100 
Herbert compositions in its catalog. 

One such number, ‘Badinage,’ was 
included in a program broadcast by 
the NBC-blue link last Saturday 
afternoon (11). 


‘DIMES’ CAMPAIGN MAY 





USE ASCAP MUSIC FREE 


to the committee handling the 
‘March of Dimes’ radio hour for the 
use of any ASCAP melody on the 


a flock 
to take 
the Jan. 25 broadcast which 
is an annual adjunct to the Pres- 
ident’s Birthday Balls in behalf of 
his Warm Springs (Ga.) Foundation. 
Networks, all three of which 1] 
prog! have asserted no 


will be used. 


program. Eddie Cantor and 
of name personalities are due 


part in 


carry the 
ASCAP numbers 
ASCAP ha given an okay 
the playing of ASCAP copyrights 
Benny Goodman's broadcast f 
Washington, Jan. 31. He plays the 
main Birthday Ball that night and 
the tunes in question are four faves 


am, 


also f 


of the President. Goodman himself 
didn’t take part in securing the 
ASCAP permission and has done 


nothing to obtain an okay from the 
network carrying his broadcast. He 
doesn’t wish to entangle himself 
with radio over such a question. Mu- 


sic Corp. of America, his bookers, 

are trying to arrange the idea. 
WNEW-BMI APART 

Station Declines to Become Sub- 


scriber But Still Dickers For Service 


WNEW, New York, pulled al! 
recordings of Broadcast Music and 
public domain songs from its various 
recorded and live shows last week 
after refusing BMI's demand to take 
out a Station license with 
ASCAP was signed just before Jan 
1 and it had been using music of 
both camps. BMI a deadline of 
Thursday (9) midnight after which 
outlet would have to sign with 
it also or cease airing its copyrights. 

BMI reportedly wanted the 
tion to sign a BMI agreement under 
a blanket contract calling for 216% 
of the outlet’s annual net 
regardless of how much 


license. 


set 


tne 


Sta- 


receipts 
music was 


used On various programs. In addi- 
tion BMI insisted that WNEW pur- 
chase a certain amount of BMI 
tock, and become a subscriber to 
the cost of operating BMI as other 
ta e dons Though BMI 

( | e been d irded, WNEW 
management claims that negotiations 


not been 
It’s still 


together. 


for a BMI 


broken off 


license have 
once and for all 


possible the two may get 


WCNW Signs With All 
WCNW, Brooklyn, lays claim to 
have performing rights li- 
censes than any other station in New 
York City It has signed with 
ASCAP, BMI, SESAC and the So- 
ciety of Jewish Composers, Pub- 
lishers and Songwriters. Only other 
one available that WCNW has passed 
ng is Associated Music Publishers, 
ne, 


more 


Station’s management explains 
that WCNW is primarily a foreign 


7 


language station needs al! 


these catalogs. 


and it 





Nashville, Tenn.—Russ Huddleston, 
Esso Reporter, of WLAC left for 
Lansing, Mich. He will be connected 

_ with WJIM and serve as newscaster 

\for the Michigan State network 

| Charles Chumbley will take over 

duties as Nashville's 


Huddleston’s 
| Esso Reporter. 


i 
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Public Split Toward Music Tiff 


Indie Stations Say ‘Cheaper to Sign With Than Check 
ASCAP’—Clyde Lucas’ Statement 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14 
dailies are giving the 
ASCAP-radio imbroglio plenty of 
front-page space, but the 
dial-twister in this city is acting un- 
concerned about the whole thing. 
Most of them don’t know what it’s 
all about. The only ones who are 
perturbed are the young hepcats, 
who are a little upset that much 
of the favorite jive will be off the 
air. 

These conclusions are drawn froma 
random telephone poll made here by 
Variety. Poll of 25 persons whose 
names were taken from the Philadel- 
phia phone book showed: 

Fourteen hadn't noticed any change 


Philly 


average 


¢ 





7 | 
{in their musical programs. | 


Three said they had been too busy 
during the holidays to pay any atten- 
tion to the radio. 

Eight said they knew about the 
ASCAP-radio fight and HAD noticed 
a jack of tunes. 


Of the eight aware of the squabble, 
two were sore about it—one now lis- 
tening only to news, the other buying 
a phonograph; two said they didn’t 
care; one said she was glad, because 
there was ‘too much jazz’; three said 
%t didn’t matter so much—there was 
plenty of other music.’ 

A survey taken in South Jersey by | 
the Camden Courier-Post showed a 
similar reaction, with most listeners 
unconcerned. 

First indication most Philadel- | 
phians had that something was amiss 
jn the ether was the failure of any 
local station to air the Mummers 
Parade on New Year's Day because 
of fear that some ASCAP tune from 
one of the bands would slip by their | 
mikes. 

Most of the editorials in the dailies 
are pro-ASCAP. as are most of the 
news stories. Four of the smaller 
local outlets have signed with ASCAP 
—WDAS, WIBG, WTEL and WCAM, 
Camden—but most of them claim 
they signed because it was cheaper 
than Jiiring extra help to keep tabs 
on ASCAP copyrights. All four are 
plugging BMI tunes in addition to 
ASCAP music. 

Clyde Lucas’ Views 

Clyde Lucas, playing with his band 
at the Ben Franklin hotel here, 
joined Glenn Miller and 
going off their sustaining 
programs rather than sign 
demnification guarantee demanded 
by NBC. CBS and MBS. The band 
was on CBS via WCAU twice weekly. 

‘I can’t see wh® I should stick my 
neck out in the broadcasters’ fight,’ 
said Lucas. ‘Naturally, even our lo- 
cal broadcasts are strictly BMI. and 
under the network plan we would 
furnish the chains with our program 
in advance. 

‘But if you ever sat in on a pla- 
giarism suit you'd know that experts 
like Sigmund Spaeth, for instance. 
can find a steal in any four bars of 
music you can put The 
broadcasters can fight their own bat- 
tles as far as I’m concerned. Mean- 
time I’m staying off the networks.’ 


network 
: | 
the in- 


together. 


others In } 
| 


| tention of moving against radio via 


| wisest course 


| that radio would stand to win pub- 


‘ance at 


| of giving 


Lucas said he also objected to the | 


networks demanding the rights to 
any original numbers played by a 
band on sustaining time. 

‘If we work up a special number,’ 
he said, ‘and play it on network time 
they want us to hand it over gratis 
to BMI. don’t see how any band 
leader with an ounce of foresight can 
meet these conditions.’ 

Radio Tells the Public 
Louisville, Jan. 14 
from ASCAP music to 
BMI and p.d. sources on local sta- 
tions was made on schedule, with 
considerable publicity being given to 
the new setup in the Courier-Journal 
and Times. Several stories on the 
ASCAP-BMI squabble were carried 
in the newspapers, as well as the 
text of a talk by Credo Harris, which 
outlined the ASCAP-BMI affair in 
detail, and gave the radio side of the 
music battle. The Harris talk was 
aired New Year’s eve over WHAS, of 
=— station Harris is radio direc- 
or. 

WGRC throughout the day’s sched- 
ule, Wednesday (1) interspersed mu- 
sical numbers with commentaries on 
the large source of music now avail- 
able to radio listeners through BMI 
and stressed that a wealth of the 
world’s best music would now be| 
heard more frequently, as well ia | 
the fact that new composers would 


Changeover 





| tion 

















Arnold Growls 


mime Ontinued from page 2! 


BMI to make its catalog available 
to all comers on a per-use basis un- 
less ASCAP is compelled to use this 
system, they countered. Arnold re- 
putedly does not want to hitch any 
strings to the pact, although in a 
consent decree recently signed with 
Postal Telegraph a condition of this 
sort was embodied so the competing 
carrier would not have an unfair 
advantage. 


Procedure which the broadcasters | 
still hope will prove feasible is to 
arrange the terms of an understand- 
ing and then have the Justice De- 
partment go into court with an 
equity action. Request for a re- 
straining order would pave the way 
fcr both sides to present a pre- 
arranged consent decree, while the 
trust-busters would shelve the 


in- 


the criminal route. 


The BMI board Tuesday (7) au- 
thorized Sidney Kaye, {ts counsel, to 
sound out Arnold and his aides after 
the majority of strategists—including 
the National Assocfation of Broad- 
casters directorate, high executives 
of the three networks, and executive 
committee of Independent Radio 
Network Affiliates—decided the 
is to avoid a test of 
no matter how convinced | 





strength 


| the industry may be that it has com- | 


mitted no offense. Arguments that | 


| there would be no profit in trying to 


trade with the Justice Department 
were knocked over with rejoinders | 


lic good-will if it exercised utmost 
caution to see that everything it 
does in the music row is legal and 


above-board.. Pot can't call the} 
kettle black, it was emphasized, and | 
| broadeasting has a chance to gain a | 
marked edge over ASCAP if it comes 


to terms with Arnold. 

The manner displayed by Arnold— | 
particularly in connection with clear- | 
the source—amazed most of | 
the industry people who had been 
certain the Justice Department of- 
ficials had no real grudge toward 
BMI. Some of them were in favor | 
up the whole thought cf 
a settlement, but majority ruled out 
the idea of picking up their toys 
and going home. 


Extension until Saturday (11) was 
obtained so the radio negotiators | 
could consult with head men of the 
networks and leaders of the affiliate 
about revision of contracts required 
if clearance at the source is to be 
achieved. barks agreement was reached 

the ond huddle Justice 
Cesena sources indicated 
would be no further armistice. Ra- 
dio people, nevertheless, still were 
doubting this week if the threat- 
ended crack-down will result, feel- 
ing sure Arnold will grant more 
time and perhaps soften’up enough 


and 
there 


to make a peace pact possible. The 
Justice Department attitude, though. 
is that radio wants to eat and have 


its cake and the overture bearers are 
not sincere. 

As radio people vrew the 
tion, any clearance at the source 
rangement will necessitate overhi: 
ing of every existing network-sta- | 
affiliation agreement. The 
broadcasters suggested this situation 
would justify postponement of 
attempt to provide for the desired 


~>+ ’ 
silua- 
ar- 


7 
iuie 


al ny 





clearance. Suggestion that the re- 
form wait until contracts expir« 

|} being put into operation gra 

was nixed by the trust-busters, who 
felt there is no reason why the in- 
dustry, if it really wants to obey 
the law and conform to the Gov- 
ernment’s standard of fair competi- 
tion, cannot make the necessary re- 
visions within a very brief time 


The Justice Department crew showed 
suspicion that the radio contingent 
was merely stalling or sparring un- 
til something has been done to, 
ASCAP. 

No comment was forthcoming from 
the Justice Department as to the 
trust-busters’ infentions. Indicated 
that the scheduled Milwaukee attack | 
will take place before the end of 
the week unless radio suddenly sur- | 
renders, which industry people de- 
clare is out of the question. 





Montreal—Switch in radio depart- | 
ment at Vicker & Benson Agency 


here brings R. C. Gaisford into the 
program production service depart- 


be given more opportunties to have | | ment. 


their compositions heard over the | 
radio, 


R. Gonthier, formerly radio chief, 


| has resigned, 





COMEDY SIDE OF 


THE MUSIC WAR 





Bob Hope slipped in a fast one 
on the current music tangle dur- 
ing a special ‘Aid to Britain’ 
broadcast from Hollywood over 
the Mutual network recently. 
When a gag of his failed to get 
a laugh Hope quickly adlibbed. 
‘That must have sounded like a 
BMI lyric put to an ASCAP 
melody. 

Henry 
WOR, Ne 


Morgan, monologist on 
wark, also got one in 
on the same subject during a re- 
cent routine. um fOCio,* 
cracked Morgan, ‘have its music 
war; ‘I’ve got my own solution; 
listen to it. What followed was 
a Chinese singer giving from a 
phonograph record. 

Last Thursday night (2) script 
of ‘Aldrich Family’ called for 
Ezra Stone (Henry Aldrich) to 
sing a few bars of ‘Sylvia.’ Name 
had a plot significance in the 
stanza. Tune was taboo because 
of the ASCAP situation, how- 
ever, so Stone hummed a few 
notes of ‘Oh, Susanna’ and sub- 
stituted the name Sylvia at the 
end of the line. It drew a 
laugh from the studio audience. 

‘Jeannie’ Gets Laughs 

Some aspecis of the ASCAP- 
BMI battle, at least, seem to 
have woven themselves into the 
knowledge of the general public. 
Out on the Coast at a screening 
of ‘Arizona,’ William Holden’s 
serenading of Jean Arthur with 
‘Jeannie with tiie Light Brown 
Hair’ draws gates of laughter. 

At previews in the Columbia 
projection room in New York, 
with a tradier audience, first 
notes of the tune bring guffaws 
and shouts of ‘BMI,’ 


‘Hire a Hall’ 
Milwaukee, Jan. 14. 

Each Monday night, as part of 
the weekly amateur show at the 
Riverside theatre, Al Buettner 
invites people in the audience to 
come upon the stage and make 
free phonograph recordings. 
When an_ unidentified young 
woman came up the other night 
and said she had a vital message 
to record. she was told to go 
right ahead. 

She proceeded to read a rapid 
harangue to the audience, attack- 
ing the radio networks and 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and prais- 
ing ASCAP. Efforts by the m.c. 
to halt the sneech bv calling time 
were unavailing. The orchestra 
was flashed a cue to cut in witha 
march as girl was escorted from 
the stage. 

Western Union Involved 
Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

Even the singing Western 
Union messenger boys here are 
BMI-ASCAP 
bz _ When they compete on 
‘Quiz of the Twin Cities’ pro- 


runt ing into the 


manager 


nor, WCCO prod iction 
t ASCAP’s ‘Happy 


vered tha 


al 
Birthday’ v among these num- 
bers, she blew the whistle. 
Messenger bstituted Valen- 
tine greetings to the tune of ‘My 
Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean’ and 
‘Pop Goes the We: sel,’ 
Can’t Sue South Pole 
Schenectady, Jan. 14 
The ASCAP-BMI music war 
reached out recently to the Byrd 
pe 10.000 miles away at the 
S 1 Pole In pret t k 
hy f g 
fi e Antart I » Gen- 
P Elect y = 
to arn the } th Pole < st 
nf sins nst ASCAP 
( ae D W one! of G E 
eonfined them to a publ a 
m< € of ‘At I 2 
Syne.’ 
The Choice 


Detroit, Jan. 14 

In view of the tense studio sit- 
uation on the ASCAP-BMI row, 
an announcer here slipped in a 
quick one the morning after New 
Year’s. On a morning platter 
session he miked: 

‘Well, folks, which of our two 
records would you like to hear 
now?’ - 
Tired of War 

While on a sea cruise last 
week Herb Pettey of WHN, N.Y., 
asked the ship's radio man ‘what 


do you get on the ASCAP-BMI 
fight?’ 

‘Aw. I never listen to the war 
I like sports better,’ was the re- 
ply. 


Catholic Press 
In One BMI 











ASCAP Marks Time 


Continued from page 2! 














mit a counter proposal from radio 
| to ASCAP., 

| The strong reluctance of these 
quarters toward becoming involved 
further with the Government was 
'revealed during last week’s N. A. B. 
|and BMI board meetings. The BMI 
| board was evenly split on the issue 
|of entering into a consent decree 
with the U. S. Department of Justice, 
| even though yielding to this pressure 
from the Governmental department 
meant that NBC and- Columbia 
would escape indictments. Regard- 
less of this split the indications are 





left is to get as lenient a deal from 
the Department of Justice as pos- 
sible, 


WWSW to ASCAP 
When Request 
Show Bogs Down 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
Station to sign with 








First local 
ASCAP 
the solid BMI front here over the 
week-end, ASCAP music being re- 
sumed on indie outfit’s program at 
midnight Friday (10). One of main | 


to have been hardships worked by 
|musie feud on WWSW’s 1500 Club, 
| six hours of recorded band music 
(all-request programs) from mid- 
night to 6 a.m. 

That’s one of station’s biggest com- 
mercial accounts and first 10 days of 
ASCAP-BMI impasse found request 


to almost nothing when listeners got 
about only 
they wanted. 





ithe ASCAP sympathies of Paul | 
Block, publisher of the morning | 
| Post-Gazette, which owns and 


jerates WWSW. 
Quem 
| Music-less Music Pageant 
El Paso, Tex., Jan. 14. 
The theme for the sixth annual 
Southwestern Sun Carnival held 
here on New Year’s Day was ‘A 
Pageant of Music.’ birt radio i: 
who tuned in to hear a de: 
of the parade heard none of. its 
music. You know why. 
| ‘ sea 
Asks ‘On Wisconsin’ Use 
Madison, Jan. 14 
Prof. Raymond F. Dvorak. band 
ster at the University of Wiscon- 
S appealed to ASCAP for 


laxation of the ban on the use 


teners 


criotion 


a re- 
of ‘On 
so number may be used 
-ASC AP sta for football 
basketball games as well as 
other college occasior Copy 
is held by Thornton W. Allen, 
York publisher of colles 
|a member of ASCAP. The music was 

vritten by the late William T 


aw } 4: = ; e 9 
ind the royalties go to his widow 
: 


Wisconsin’ 
}on non tions 
and 
and on 
right 
New 


and 


e songs 


Purdy, 


ana 
aiits 


Every Little Note Is Noted 
St. Louis, Jan. 14 
Karl! P. Spencer, local represent 


ACLIAT 
t ve of ASC \P h: ect 


fener hear are forwnr ed tz 


) Spencer said that while 
he doubts whether anv of the lors} 
the ASCAP-BMI 


infringe, he is taking no 


stations involved in 


ficht will 


chances, and the listeners are on 
duty as long as the stations are on 
the air. 

During 1940 Spencer said the St 
Louis territory, in which approxi- 
mately 300 taverns. niteries and ho- 
tels. including the five largest hos- 


telries in St. Louis. yeilded between 
$25 N00 and oh 000 for ASCAP. Dur- 
ing the ne neriod it was nec essary 
to file nine ag ngement suits aganist 
owners ASCAP won 
Fees paid by the radio 
ions last year were remitted di- 

to ASCAP's York of%ces 
and are not included in the above 
ficures. 


tavern and 


every suit 
ctat 


rectly New 





that BMI will accept a consent de- | 
cree and that the only thing now! 





is WWSW, which deserted | 


factors in capitulation was believed | 


telegrams to 1500 Club dropping off | 
one out of 50 numbers | 


Another factor was believed to be 


op- 


Sarcastic on Hymns 
Book With All Others 


ha 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 14, 

The BMI-ASCAP controversy haé 
drawn editorial comment in Cathe 
olic papers. One of them, The Pitt® 
burgh Catholic, fired a recent blast 
titled, ‘ASCAP vs. NBC, CBS, MBC,’ 
which has been reprinted in otheg 
diocesan weeklies. Paper discussed 
the situation as it will affect Cath- 
olic music on the air, claiming the 
result will be harmful. One parae 
graph of the editorial reads: ‘As f 
as religious music is concerned, it 
significant that the outstanding pub- 
lisher of Catholic music in the 
country, J. Fischer & Bro., of New 
York, is a member of ASCAP and 
hence its music has been banish 
from the networks. Practically 
the Catholic choirs in the country 
use Fischer editions.’ 

Editorial started: ‘The lengths 
which the broadcasters are going an 
the sort of fare the public can ex- 
pect if they succeed in replacin, 
ASCAP with BMI may be judge 
from an announcement that BMI is 
issuing its own hymnal, containing, if 
you please, the hymns that will be 
allowed on the air after Jan. l—- 


| Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
‘hymns, all in one volume of 462 
‘numbers!’ 


And where will they get their 
‘Catholic’ hymns? Believe it or not, 
they have permission to borrow 
from the unfortunate, ‘St. Basil’s 
Hymnal,’ that pathetic concoction of 
sentiment and bad taste that has 
been the bane of church musicians 
wherever it has insinuated itself; its 


|use has been officially forbidden in 


the churches and schools of the Pitts- 

burgh diocese for many years, and 
in most other dioceses where regulae 
tions for correcting abuses in church 


|musie have been put into effect. 


BMI is successful in reviving this 
sort of ‘Catholic hymns’ and getting 
them on the air, it will be a new 
horror charged to radio.’ 


ASCAP Backs Down On 
Eugene Ormandy Using 
Own ‘Water Music’ 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 

ASCAP last week tangled Eugene 
Ormandy on the matter of t$e play- 
ng of the Philly Orchestra conduce 
tor’s arrangement of Handel’s ‘Water 
Music’ on the orchestra’s broadcast 
on the Mutual chain next Friday 
(17). and when the battle was over 
ASCAP had backed down. The s0- 
ciety had warned Ormandy against 
playing ‘Water Music’ on the air on 
the grounds that the rights for the 
longed to ASCAP by virtue 
Ormandy’s membership in the 
society. 


Ormandy retorted that the musi¢ 


piece be 


of 


" his own property, that he wags 
NOT an ASCAP member despite the 
fact that he had been nominated to 
membership. Ormandy said he hadp 
never signed a power of attorney 
assigning the rights to his works to 
ASCAP, nor had he ever paid any 
dues 


At first it looked 
wouldn’t take any chances as long ag 
there was some doubt as to the status 

f ‘Water Music,’ but on Wednesday 


like Mutual 


(8) ASCAP’s business manager, John 
G. Paine, sent a wire to Carl Mee 
Donald, Philly orchestra manager 
ch Sete. 

‘Rather than raise an issue,’ said 
Paine’s wire, ‘please feel free to go 
} qa’ 

Officials of Mutual ter obtained 
confirmation from ASCAP clearing 

e work and at the t writing 
it is skedded to be broadcast. Orig 
nally it was planned to air only the 
half of the concert from the Academy 
of Music that did not contain the dis- 


puted piece. 





Portland Tunes In Canada 
Portland, Me., Jan. 14, 
With Maine radio sewed up 100% 
by BMI, local listeners have been ree 
discovering the unaffected Canadian 
senders. North-of-border outlets have 
always pounded in here with good 
quality, but lack of schedule- “Cover es 
age in U. S. newspapers has in pa 
caused dialers to pass them by. 


CBA, Canadian Broadcasting —_ 3 


‘Maritimes’ sender at Moncton, N. B 
appears to be station getting most | 
attention from serious dialers in this 
jarea just now. 
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Whiteman Proteges’ Voices (Waxed) 
Play Part In His New Novelty Set-Up 


— + 
| 








By ABEL GREEN 
Hollywood, Flia., Jan. 14 


opens for 


The Quentin Stomp 





Paul Whiteman, who San Quentin, Cal., Jan. 14. 


Ben Marden at his new Hallendale Ted Stanich, former band 
(Fla.) Colonial Inn, nearby road- leader and now a prison guard, 
. yg ane rae Jo d was appointed director of mu- 

; ae r oo lew an . . . . 
house, has developed a new ban sical training for inmates of the 


setup intermingling Latin dansapa- | 
tion with the ultra-modern. Coming 
out of semi-retirement, the new 
Whiteman band of 17 has Buddy 
Weed as No. 1 arranger. 

Whiteman is committed to the idea 
that the congarhumba vogue is the 
enly new thing in dance music in 
years and that it’s further on the 
upbeat, hence he’s giving it special 
attention with one or two native 
Cuban instrumentalists to sit in. 

Still another new idea that White- 
man will introduce is the dub-in of 


big house. 

Plan is to augment the con- 
cert band to 50 members and the 
string orchestra to 15. 


DICK ROGERS HEADING 
WILL OSBORNE CREW 


Dick Rogers, vocalist, with the 
Will Osborne band, has taken over 
leadership of the Osborne crew since 
Osborne bowed out to go to Cali- 








. . . ‘ een a 7. 

— ee "eo —— wae’ fornia to produce pictures. Osborne 
r ailey and Morton Downey's 
se ol ra p Be - a on t “In~> Stepped out of the band following its 
y es as art ) ¢ rs Ce set. east ees * ee C r 
other words, Whiteman will play a — - gg tency oe ne _ 
dance session and then announce DassSaaor neatre, ol. sOuUIS, an 
— a re ~ ....... handed the crew, its library and 
that any of these four—all former . 


everything necessary to operation to 
Rogers without cost. Band's first 
date under Rogers, who wrote songs 
in collaboration with Osborne, is at 
the Tunetown Ballroom, St. Louis, 


protegees who started first with the 
Whiteman organization—couldn’t be 
present in person but, however, ‘they 
sent their voices down,’ whereupon 


recorde rersion of anv of these ; E - 
a rec rded ve ‘sion fa Geer “ where it started last night (Tues- 
will be spliced inio the Whiteman ame) 
are . 
arrangements. . 
Rogers also has taken the band 


It’s a switch on the ‘Sylvia’ poem : 
back to Harry Romm for personal 


reading to which Mary Raye and 
Naldi do their dance, while David ™&nagement, It is now under con- 
Ross’ reading of the Oley Speaks ‘act to Romm for five years and the 


latter 


ballad is synchronied via wax. has signed it to a booking con- 
Whiteman is experimenting with tact for the same length of time 
this innovation and it will be pre- ith General Amusement Corp. 


Romm managed Osborne for 
until the two split last fall. 


miered during the Marden revue at years 
Hallandale which again co-stars So- 
phie Tucker, Harry Richmsn and 
Joe E. Lewis, the same triumvirate 
who did so well for him at the Ri- 
viera in Englewood, N. J 


Making Life Difficult 


Boston, Jan. 14 
Charles Goldberg, Boston rep for 


hannell. refused to attend a 
ippeit, Tei;uUsead (O aviena 2 


— 


meet 
aaaleey 


Young People Want It 
° ing of the Boston group of the 
The Way They Like It I a? Publishers’ eae Employ. 
,. | ees nion because of presence o 
So Jukeboxes Benefit 


mad 


member Mack Paul, local rep for 

Jewel Music, which firm is not mem- 
- ber of ASCAP. However , union 
elected Paul to executive 
board to fill a vacancy. In turn Paul 
loaned his colleagues a list of lead- 
ing New England juke box operators 


Milwaukee, Jan. 14. members 
Young people who do their hooting 
in the recreation rooms of the pub- 


lic parks and social centers have 


found a solution for their dissatis- _to contact since ASCAP firms are 
faction with the class of dance music having difficulty obtaining plugs 
available to them over the air since from network affiliated stations 
the networks’ break with ASCAP Then Goldberg relented, but as 
They’re patronizing the jukeboxes this item was being written, he was 
located in these spots in a big way. chasing local contact men to obtain a 
A collection of coins, sometimes | copy of the t with no willing co- 


amounting to over $5, is taken 
among the dancers. This is turned 
over to a youth who spends the rest 
of the evening feeding the coin-ma- 
chine and announcing the numbe! Sonny Werblin, 
Business for the record distribu- America v.p., 

tors for these m 

£0 good that 
ple assistants 


up operators, 


Music 


returned to action last 


Corp. of 
ichines has become week after being out ill for approxi- 
months. He spent a 
New Yo 1 k 


he’s now using a cou- mately six 


whereas he used to couple of months in a 


nake the rounds of the public hospital and twice that long recuper- 
recreation centers himself ating Connécticut. 
we Illness was the result of the weak- 
; ening effects of a previous siege of 
pneum .. 
. He’d Know It Anywhere : 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14 
Ellen Keltz, song writer, 
a plagiarism su in o. 
Court against RKO, Johnny Merce 
Jack Benny, Dennis D 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn, 
ASCAP and 1,000 John Doe 
7 eae 


filed 


Complaint cha copy) ° ‘ry: 
fringement on the title and 1 Wide ‘Displacement 
TT’'d Know You Anywhere. feat 
in the Kyser film ‘You'll Find Out,’ a! P 
RKO. Plaintiff asked the c t to Cleveland, Ji 14 
determine the amount of damages Efforts of*musicians union here to 
= - ul ( Mu ir ea ecold 
ing service In lo 1] hote , and 
Pirates, He Sez niteries is starting a new musical 
fight. So far the dispute has been 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Copyright infringement suit for 
$25,000 was filed by David Moldarsky 
in U. 
Miller Music Co., Orrin Tucker and- 
Billy Bryant. 

Action also asks accounting and an 
injunction to prevent further sale of 
‘Would Ja Mind,’ a song which 
Moldarsky charges was lifted from 
*Till Then,’ his own number, 


restricted to several conferences be- 
tween Sanner, vice prez of 
ae : : d Ohio Music Corp., 
S. District Court against the 44 Lee Repp, prez of the union 
Latter wants company to discontinue 
service to five places, Herman Pirch- 
ner’s Hofbrau, Allendorf’s restaurant, 
the Bolton Square Hotel, Cleveland 
Athletic Club and _ (“Frolics Cafe, 
claiming that the wired music had 
specifically displaced a number of 
musicians, 
If it was not stopped by this week, 
| Repp said he would notify four other 
‘places that his men would not work 


Russell 


the distributing 


Lydia Mendoza’s Discs 
Antonio, Jan. 14. 


Qe 
Yall 


fcan music as ‘La Golonddrina del;in a place receiving Muzak tunes 

Valle’ (The Swallow of the Valley).'| Spots using both dance bands and 

is here for the winter. Now current! piped in music are Shaker Tavern, 

at the Zaragosa theatre. Park Lane Villa Hotel, Southern 
Has just signed a contract to make Tavern and Hotel Carter. 

$8 recordings a year for Blue Bird. Rather than pull his equipment 


| RAY NOBLE OFF WGN 


Declines to Assume Legal Defense. 


On Infringement 

Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Considerable jam-up between sta- | 
tions and bandleaders over a copy- | 
|right risk release contract being de- 
| manded by the stations from the or- 
| chestras. Number of the bandleaders | 
jhave monikered these agreements | 
rather than be cut off the air, but | 
‘others have refused, stating that 


since they must first obtain a song 
|clearance from the station itself, it 
is up to the transmitter to have the 
proof that the song is free and clear 
| in the first place. 


Top name who refused to signa-| 
‘ture such a release was Ray Noble | 


whose band is at the Empire Room | 


lof the Palmer House. Upon such re- 
fusal, the Noble band was dropped 
from the WGN-Mutual remotes. 
Other WGN bands have signed the 
release. 


| Ralph Ginsburgh string ensemble, | 


which has been a fixture On ’ 
and Mutual for the past 12 years, 1s 
also off the air because of the 
ASCAP-BMI situation. Rather than 
signature an indemnity guarantee 
which WGN is demanding from its 
remote pick-ups, Ginsburgh decided 
to vacate his mike period. He has 
been broadcasting nightly from the 
Victorian Room of the Palmer House. 


JOIN THE ARMY, 
AVOID MUSIC 
WAR 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 


Any draftees in this section—par- 
icularly if they're strong in the 
brass section—probably will find 
themselves in Camp Custer. Capt 


George Zegolis, recreation officer at 


the camp, has sent out word that he 
can use some musicians, particularly 
n that bothersome brass section, for 
he newly formed dance orchestra. 
Band sprung up a fol- 
lowing the arrival at the fort of Nick 
Glod, Chicago orchestra leader. Out 
of the selectees at hand, Capt. Ze- 
igned to the orchestra a 
squad consisting of Mor Horris, 
trumpet: Charles Szezykowski, piano; 
Bob James, saxophone: Lou Man- 
yno accordion: Harold Fallon, 


; 
i 

lL . 
week ago 


golis as 


cuso, pl 


drum Orlo Fredericks, guitar; 
James Morse, bass. and Carroll Lee, 
electric guita ill former orchestra 
nembers Orchestra is a mite un- 
need, Glod a1 Capt. Zevo ad- 
put the y’ -4 ypet Ol i Lilt 
di ‘ . b! no the y 
I I ork, they point ft, and 
you get pl of a tir I t 
i WoO the band v p -d up 
I l ee ) iSt B 1 
Army Ss a nice place to get a 
n the ASCAP-BMI fight. 


Mills Music, Inc., has obtained the 





North American rights of ‘All Over 
he Place,’ from Noel G iy and as- 
1 the ! r Cal 1 : ee 
idian M T ym 
ae 6Onttns or 
€ B I Halors i e€ 


Wired Music Service Draws Fire 


Cleveland Incident By Union May Presage Nation- 


of Labor’ Campaign 


acting ir estraint of trade 
Petrillo’s Hand? 
‘Such action 


national 


would signal the start 
fight 
is trying to do in Cleveland 
cities,’ Sanner said. ‘From 
the look of things, Jimmy Petrillo 
has decided to have the first skirmish 
here. 

Company’s exec spent part of last 
week in New York in a huddle with 
main Muzak office and with 
in the national musicians’ union. A 
compromise settlement he proposed 
will be brought up before the local’s 
executive board this week and Repp 
aiso agreed to postpone the original 
Jan. 10 deadline to Jan. 15 

Contending that Muzak is not re- 
placing musicians, Sanner also holds 
the entire has no sound basis 


since in his opinion most of the spots 


t . ° 
of a over what the 
union 


anda other 


issue 


} 4 } > he 
will put in juke boxes if his service 
is yanked. 


WGN | 


Jukeboxes Exploit Music Tif 


Distributors of phonograph records for coin-operated machines are 
seeking to cash im on the ASCAP-radio tussle by displaying cards over 
the jukeboxes reading, ‘Listen to tunes that you can’t hear on the air.’ 

Decca Record Co. reported Monday (13) that the orders on hand for 
the first 10 days of January far exceeded the demand for the like 
period of December, the biggest month of the year, and that its press- 
ing facilities are at peak operations. 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Harry Evans, a judgment creditor of the late William J. Hill, known as 
Billy Hill, lost a plea in the N. Y. supreme court Tuesday (7), to have 
$1,553 turned over to him by the American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors, and Publishers. Justice Morris Eder, in denying the transfer of the 
money, declared that a ‘substantial dispute exists involving the title to 
this money,’ and ordered Evans to bring an appropriate action to get it. 
ing up the dividend due Hill of $3,253, until some disposition is made. 

Evans had secured a judgment for $4,015 against Hill in 1939, and on 
Dec. 23, 1940, had reached an agreement whereby he was to receive a 
check for $1,553 in partial payment the following day. Hill died in Bos- 
ton on Dee. 24, and the check was never released by ASCAP, being due 
to the composer from the organization for royalties. Hill's estranged 
wife has claims against the estate on back alimony, and ASCAP is hold- 

















A sult by Harms Inc., against the RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., for al- 
leged unauthorized and illegal recording of a song ‘Rendezvous Time in 
Paree,’ wag settled and discontinued in the N. Y. federal court, Frid 
(10), Action sought an injunction, accounting of profits and damages for 
the alleged infringement. Song was written by Al Dubin and Jimmy 
McHugh and assigned to Harms May 9, 1939. On May 19, 1939 Harms re- 
corded the song, and claimed that on May 22, 1939 RCA also recorded its 
own version of the song with Tommy Dorsey and his orchestra, with Jack 
Leonard doing the vocals. 


RCA as its defense, claimed that as soon as the plaintiff recorded the 
song it made it open for anyone else to record it, provided payment of two 
cents a copy for each record sold was made. RCA claims to be ready to 


| pay the royalty charge at any time Harms wants it, 


Frank Dailey has dropped the NBC wire from his Meadowbrook, Cedar 


| Grove, N. J., name band spot and has hooked up with CBS, which is giving 


execs |! 


him five solid hours a week of sustaining time.’ Several weeks ago NBC 
gave Dailey the choice of eliminating his Mutual wire and becoming ex- 
clusively an NBC pickup, meanwhile slicing his time to four half 
weekly from six and sometimes seven, or losing NBC entirely. 
CBS setup gives the spot eight different half hour pickups and a full 
hour between five and six p.m. each Saturday afternoon. Hour show will 
be a script program using 2l-yr.-old Jackson Wheeler as announcer-m.c 
and a girl for comedy. Perry Lafferty will direct and Les it 


Leiber will 
write. Bobby Byrne is the current band with Tommy Dorsey following 
Jan, 21. 


1 


nours 


Four Austrian songwriters Leo Ascher, Herman Leopoldi, Franz Sobotka 
and Ladislas Szucks, received a temporary set back with respect to tl 
$99,658 suit against Gene Buck as president of ASCAP, when Justice Louis 
A. Valente in the N. Y. supreme court dismi 
last Wednesday (8). Plaintiffs 
plaint, 


ed the complaint as defective 


were given 10 days to draft a new com- 

The Staatlich Genehmigte Gesellshaft Der Autoren, Komponisten Und 
Musikverleger, Austrian subsidiary of ASCAP, is owed $57,994 by ASCAP, 
A judgment against A.K.M. was secured last year 
the amount of $99,658, and they then bri ht the 
the entire amount. 


by the songwriters in 
action against ASCAP 


to recove! 


onposed each other in Lond 


the same night last week and 


Two repatriated U. S. maestroes, who 
are dittoing on Broadway, both opening on 
both in Latin type niteries. 

Jack Harris, recently closed at the Stork Club, N. Y.., 
t 


is now at La Conga 
th 


vith the new show that includes Betty and Freddy Roberts, Candido 
Bothelo, Nino and Lenora, Adele Norella and Moro Morales with his re- 
lief band. At LaMartinique, Roy Fox succeeded Leo Reisman and 


Carlos Ramirez holds over. 

Glenn Miller’s new three year cont ith Bluebird Records, changes 
the status of his band from a heavy money maker for that company to a 
sk. Terms of the new agreement assertedly call for Miller to be paid $750 
a side ($1,500 a record) guarantee against an individual record sale roy- 
alty. That is more than double the terms of his old contract which paid 
him a guarantee of $350 a side against a percentage of the gross accruing 
from the sale of hig records at 35c per platter. 


ract 


A $50,000 suit by Mabel Wayne and Neville Fleeson against Metro Corp, 
was settled and discontinued Friday of the N. Y. supreme court 
Action claimed infringement of plaintiffs’ song, ‘Betwixt and Between,’ i 
the Metro song ‘In Between.’ 


(10) out 


On Nov. 9, 1937, plaintiffs’ song was submitted to Metro as a vehicle fo 
Judy Garland. After rejection it is claimed a similar song was used a 
Garland picture, the title of which was not disclosed in the actio 


‘America, I Love You,’ which joined the best seller sheet music list last 
week, rates as a song that got there exclusively 
graph recorded plugs. The tune is given } 
Fox's ‘Tin Pan Alley’ and has been recorded by a 
leaders. Even before the networks’ break 
no attention from that plug source. 


through film and phono- 
eavy treatment in 20th Centu 
number of name band 


with ASCAP ‘America’ redbived 


Larry Richmond, head of Music Dealers Service, stated last week that 
he had no exclusive arrangement with Broadcast Music, inc., and that the 
latter was clearing its sheet music through other jobbers as well as him- 
self, Richmond's statement was prompted by a story in the previous 
week's issue about BMI sheet sales which, he said, gave the impression 
that MDS was the only one jobbing for BMI. 


Shapiro, Bernsteln & Co. has obtained the. sole agency on ‘Meet Me 
Tonight in Dreamland’ from Will Rossiter, the co-owner with S-B of the 
song's copyright. 

S-B has a similar arrangement with Paul-Pioneer on ‘Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,’ which, like ‘Dreamland,’ was written by the late Leo Fried- 
man and Beth Slater Whitson, 





Sheet musfe of the past nine decades is being used by Jordan Marsh 
Co., Boston department store, in illustrating trend of times in win- 
dow displays combining past clothing fashions. Part of store’s 90th birth- 

j day sale. 
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What Radio Plugs Cost 





Exploitation is the biggest overhead item of any music publisher. 
An idea of how much it runs into may be gathered from the Metro- 
Robbins weekly nut of $20,000 for the Feist, Miller and Robbins Music 
staffs, chiefly pluggers, arrangers, etc. 

Plenty of song hits must perforce be created to match that fixed 
$1,000,000 annual overhead, and if the most prolific source for song 
material exploitation—the radio—is cut off, that forces an immediate 


readjustment. 


However, Jack Robbins, like most of the other major publishers, is 
committed to retaining full staffs although a couple have issued ‘pro- 


visional and self-protective notices’ to certain employes. 


This is what's 


causing a mild panic among the professional music men who now have 
their own union, the Song Contact Employes organization 

In the case of the Robbins setup, the three firms realized some 
$360,000 from ASCAP last year, averaging $90,000 per quarter, so the 


difference, 
firms netted $200,000 last year. 


if only to break away, is a sizeable item. 


Metro-Robbins 








Music War's Affect on Pluggers 


Bob Miller Authorized to Ask Organized Labor to 


Use Its Influence for Mediation 


2 





vv 


Bob Miller, president of the Music | THEY’RE OUR PARTNERS 
Publishers Contactmen’s Union, de- | 
clared last week that he has been | 


authorized by the union’s executive 
counci] to make an appeal to or- 
ganized labor for aid in inducing the 
networks to sit down and negotiate 
a settlement of their controversy 
with the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. The 
union is affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and has a 
membership of 458 men and women. 


Miller also stated that a checkup 
by himself had failed to disclose any 
tendency on the part of ASCAP af- 
filiated publishers to let out their 
professional staffs. He had found, 
said Miller, that 
were keeping their staffs intact and 
that in the case of Chappel & Co. 
there had been but one letout and 
this was due to a consolidation of 
staffs, the other firm being the Craw- 
ford Music Corp., which is also 
owned by Max Dreyfus. Miller add- 
ed that his survey also disclosed that 
most of the firms were sending their 
men on the road in quest of plugs. 


The break with the networks has 
caused drastic changes in profes- 
sional methods. Contactmen now 


cover as many as 15 spots a night, 
whereas the average formerly was 
four spots. An interesting sidelight 
on this situation is the 


complaint | 


| Modern Music Co. 


|rors as defendants, 
these publishers | 


Juke Box Operators Raise Issue on 
Girl Request Operators 


Bridgeport, Jan. 14. 

Exception from Connecticut’s 10 
p.m. curfew on women employed in 
entertainment field is claimed for 
femme jukebox exchange operators 
by Miracle Music Studios and 
of Bridgeport in 
injunction petition filed in Superior 
Court. 

Naming state labor commissioner, 
state’s attorney and local prosecu- 
request-system 
companies say that studio operators 
are not employes but partners shar- 
ing profits and therefore not subject 
to labor law. 

Nine women employed to answer 
and service calls for platters from 


| restaurants and taverns. 





of the higher priced spots that since | 


the ASCAP-radio schism the 
for some of their evenings has fallen 
off due to the reduced patronage of 
music men, 


Wide Circuit of Travel 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Instead of sitting back and wait- 


ing ASCAP publishers are speeding 
up activity on extra plugs in the 
midwest and have instituted a policy 
of sending their key Chicago man 


out on the road to tour midwest 
spots. 

Harry Garfield, manager of the 
Harms office in Chi, hits the road 
this week for a special tour cover- 
ing the key towns in three sur- 
rounding states. Sidney Goldstein, 
Famous music chief in Chi, has just 
eturned from a similar trip cover- 
ng stations, retailers and jobber: 
and plugs within a radius of 400 
miles. 


THE BOSWELL ‘FRENESI’ 
IS SINGER’S OWN 


Version of ‘Frenesi’ 
done by Connie Boswell on the 
Kraft Music Hall is not the same as 


take | 


{ 
of Composers, 


that’s being | 





ANTI- ASCAP 


DECISION BY 
DUFFY 


Milwaukee, Jan. 14. 
4 wallop for the American Society 
Authors and Publish- 


ers was handed out by Judge F. Ryan 


Duffy in Federal court here recent- 
ly when he gave a long awaited 
decision in ASCAP case against 


Wiley treasurer of the 


Tavern Music 


Young, 


Protective association, 


which is said to represent 4,000 W 

consin nitery owners. The court held 

constitutional he Wisc i 
Lick requires music or‘ ke T I 

i ate franc ¢ Ix OL a4 er 

eC ected 1 ine f c 

cisio S l nec by é S 

Supreme Cot ASCAP 1 } e t 

be licensed in Wisconsin and } 

tax on the $200,000 if Is s 1 to ec 

| lect in fees annually in the state 
Lawyers believe that on a¢ rf 

Judge Duffy’s decision in this case he 

will most certainly be replaced by 


that published by Peer-International 


Corp., a subsidiary of Southern Mu- 


sic Co. Miss Boswell is using lyrics 
which she herself wrote for this 
Public domain melody. 

Southern Music copyrighted the 
number in 1939 and in 1940 this 
copyright was assigned to Peer-In- 
ternational, which in turn took out 
its own copyright. On the title 
sheet of the music Southern Music 
Co. is given as the sole selling agent. 


another judge in the pending Govern- 
ment anti-trust suit against ASCAP, 
BMI, NBC, CBS. 





Music Contact Men In 
Chicago Elect Scheffer 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Meeting of the Contact Men’s As 
sociation here last week resulted in 
a new slate of officers, with Mort 
Scheffer elected president for the 
next term. Other officers include 
Marvin Lee as secretary-treasurer 
and Harry Reinhold as sergeant-at- 
arms, 

Roard members elected are Ned 
Miller, Billy St- eham, Al Beilin, 
Mickey Garlock and George Pincus. 


! 
| 


SEEK LINK T 





TALENT GUILDS 


Billy Rose Tells New York 


Meeting A.F. 
Grant Charter, If Asked, 


‘in 48 Hours’—Reaction to 


Radio Break With ASCAP 


MILLS NODS 


Prospect of the Songwriters Pro- | 


tective Association becoming a full- 
fledged union under the banner of 
American Federation of Labor ap- 
peared likely yesterday (Tuesday 
Billy Rose made the proposal, which 
| was enthusiastically received at a 
meeting of the SPA Monday night in 


| the Park Central hotel, N. Y. Rose 


lly by Irving 


revealed that he had already huddled 


with William Green, AFL prez, and 
could guarantee a charter for the 
tunesmiths’ union within 48 hours. 
Committee was named immediate- 
Caesar, SPA prez, to 


|delve into the legal aspects of the 


switch in status. Transcript of the 
meeting was ordered hy Caesar to be 
sent at once to the SPA’s Coast unit 
so it could sound sentiment and take 
action along the same line. 

Rose envisioned great strength for 
the songwriters in giving them an 
affiliation with the other performer 
and technical unions, such as Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Actors, 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Screen Writers Guild and the others. 
He prophesied the day when union 
members will sing or perform only 
union music. 

Union definitely won’t be a collec- 
tion agency replacing ASCAP, Rose 
stressed, as it will be a pool of pro- 
fessional interests, not of copyrights. 
Committee, however, must determine 
whether the union should absorb 
SPA or whether it should be sepa- 
rate from it. Latter claims about 
750 members, 90% of the writers 
active in the music field. 

Committee consists of.Caesa 
Otto Harbach, Edgar Leslie. Sam 
Lewis and Johnny Loeb. It was 
slated to hold its first meeting today 


r, Rose 


(Wednesday) to get immediate ac- 
tion 

E. C. Mills. chairman of the ASCAP 
administrative committee, who was 
present, endorsed the union idea 
personally, although he said he could 
give no offhand official ASCAP att 
tude Reps of various other union 
and guilds also gave their endorse- 
ment. 

Caesar, in a lengthy speech at the 
Park Central meeting, castigated 
BMI for its refusal to used the stand- 
ard SPA contract form. Following a 
discu of ongwriters’ rights in 
connection with new film jukeboxe 

rembe pn voted ounce he 

Ve e 4 1e 45 +<¢ } Pr ‘ tha 
f ‘ fr y 
Gilbert Favorablv Inclined 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 
T Wolfe lhertr vn and Co: 
for e So te Protective 
A tior i¢ red t Tue 
dav) that while Billy Rose’s nrone 
for unionization of the songwriters 
was not new, it being favorably 
received by the SPA members here 
Gilbert recalled that E. C. Mills, of 


ASCAP, had made the same recom- 
mendation several years ago and 
warned, ‘some day you fellows may 
be forced into organizing a un 

Gilbert also recalled that an 
ance with the American Federation 
of Labor had been discussed before 
with William Green when song- 
writers had contract miseries with 
the publishers. Gilbert added that 
the arbitrary stand by the broad- 
casters in the current music fight 
may force SPA to embrace union 
status and believes such move would 
win wholehearted support to Coast 
songwriters. 

ASCAP Coast committee last n 
‘}Aonday) delegated ilbert 


ion.’ 
alli- 


ight 
and 


of L. Will) 
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Strict Code for Taxi Dancers: 
$2 Per Night Guarantee and No 
Leaving Premises With Gents 





Society Haircuts 





Boston, Jan. 14 
Shades of Samson—or some- 
| thing. 

One Boston band booking of- 
fice manager disliked the hair- 
| cuts of various members of his 
bands, thought them unsuited 
for society dates, and therefore 
issued a request that the boys 
visit his personal barber. 








- ASCAP COIN 


DELIGHTS 
MEXICO 


Mexico City, Jan. 14. 

Pleasure is expressed at the Mex- 
ican song writers’ union, for it has 
just received $2,000 (U.S.) from 
ASCAP as the first payment of 
works of its members used on omen 
ican radio and stages. 

The union expects to soon astieel 
nice coin from the Argentine 
for similar regis, 


_— Credit Basis Of 
Parish-Carmichael Suit 


some 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 
Detroit’s dance halls, which fell 
afoul the law here on charges of im- 
morality and underpaying the taxi 
dancers, have had a 12-point regula- 
tory program laid down by a new 





| city ordinance. Policewomen had 
charged that the girls were leaving 
the halls with customers, that spots 
| were dimly lit and there was drink- 





| ing on the premises. The new or- 
'dinance, termed a model one by 
| Mayor Jeffries, provides: 


No drinking or immoral dancing. 
No employment of taxi dancers 
21. 


Recording with the Police depart- 
ment the names of all dancers hired. 

Employment of a mature woman 
to chaperone and supervise the 
dancers. ; 

Setting aside a prescribed place 
where the taxi dancers will sit be- 
tween numbers. 

Minimum pay of $2 a night. 
(Girls must get as a minimum 45% 
of their fees.) 

No dance to last less than two and 
one-half minutes. 

No sidewalk barkers to advertise 
the dance places and the number of 
‘charming hostesses.’ 

No taxi dancer to leave the hall 
with a patron. 

Blackballing in all dance halls of 
any girl discharged for misconduct. 


Uniform lighting throughout the 
hall with no more dark patches. 
No drinks may be sold on the 


premises of the dance halls. 





| these rules, 


On 20th-Fox’s ‘Star Dust’. 


A suit 
Hoagy 
$50,000 


tur 


by Mitchel 
Carmichael, 


Parish 
songwriters, 


and 
for 
20th-Cen- 
y Fox’ Film Corp. was revealed 
Mona@ay (13) in the N. Y. 
court when a note of issue was filed 


damages against 


supreme 


by the 
trial for the 
1941. Actior 


month 6f February, 
was actually started in 


May, 1940, but not revealed to the 
present time 
Plaintiffs are the composers of the 
s ‘Star Dust,’ and claim that the 
film company failed to give them 
creen credit when it made the film 
of the same name, and in which their 
g constituted an —— part of 
that picture. Complaint allges that 
Mack Gordon, songwrite under 
contract to 20th-Fox, and write: of 
two songs which played subordinate 
roles the picture, was given the 
only een credit, lea zy the pub- 
to believe that he, and t the 
I tiffe } the ¢ r of *St 
D Fore ovaltie € Iso 
iffect i ffs cla é se 
= edit +: a 
) f t; P +} 
‘ F¢ 
GQ f q 
f ] ( hael 
( ee f i 
4 ‘ ‘Ft 
€ ‘ t refute 
te ft t the er { 
+. one } Pen cre 
of accepted as an acknowledged 
fact 
Jimmy McHugh to call on Governor 


Culbert Olson at Sacramento to urge 
his intervention in the music fight 
with a view to restoring networks in 
California 


and state college songs 
controlled by the society. Failing | 
in encouragement of their mission by 
Olson they will lobby for legisla- 
tion. 
Local ASCAPers offered to Sam 
Goldwyn for Greek relief fund a 
show Similar to one staged at San 


Francisco Fair but with reservations 
it must be broadcast nationally. Hour 
program would be made up of song- 
writers and 50-piece orchestra play- 
ing ASCAP BMI music 


and ‘some’ 


plaintiffs setting the date of | 


In letting the taxi halls go under 
Mayor Jeffries warned, 
‘Remember, you are operating a 
borderline business. Any monkey 
business and you are -through.’ 
Policewomen had advised the mayor 
that there had been plenty of shady 
business going on in four of the main 
stem spots. 

Girls were newly unionized and it 
was the union which was instru- 
mental in getting the pay rate set 
by the code and the stipulation that 
girls be blackballed for misconduct. 

Dance rates in the cheaper halls 
now will go from a nickel to a dime. 


EASTON, PA., 
LOCAL LOSES 
APPEAL 


Easton, Pa., Jan. 14. 

The Easton local of the American 
Federation of Musicians has lost its 
fight in the appeal from an award of 
¢ ) +) e ] ‘al by ¢ . f r 

é i le A ement Co of 
} t< Cr pa ct ed 1 é 
East ocal prot bited ¢ of-t« 

chest from playing at its dance 
pa g that C orches- 
tras be ised and s ight d Kes, 
being awarded $500 by a jury 

The local first appealed in the local 
courts against the verdict, but ¢ 
appeal was denied. An appeal was 
then sought before the State Su- 


perior Court, but the State 
Court held that the 
not be allowed. 


ANOTHER BILL 1S 
AIMED AT ASCAP 


Denver, Jan, 14. 

A bill just introduced in the state 
legislature is aimed at ASCAP. 
Would make illegal the pooling of 
copyright interests in songs. 

Also would force the owner of the 
copyright to file a copy with the see- 
retary of state of all songs in which 
property rights are claimed, 


Supreme 


appeal should 


—— 


~ 
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Band Grosses on One-Nighters 


VARIETY Wednesday, January 15, 1911 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


most recent fireside chat.’ Also what} (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
| the reel will do about giving both | charge business being done bu name bands in warious New York hotels. 
| sides of controversies about pénding | Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 














EE 


Wheeler vs. Pix 


Continued from page 3 














= 





Bunny Berigan (U. of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 10). 
new band pulled 300 couples off the campus at $2.50 a pair. 
Del Courtney (Blossom Heath, Oklahoma City, Jan. 4). Result of Court- 


Berigan’s 


ET AS OO tn . — 
eID ORE A RE TTA. TO 








; -_ | legislation (presumbably the aid-to- | room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend an } 
ney’s swing through here wasn’t up to expectations. Drew 500 at 75c. | Britain bill) involving war or peace. | holidey paves g g g d 
Jimmy Dorsey (Adams theatre, Newark, N. J., Jan. 11-12). Mobs trying | ‘This question is so important that | a } 
to get into glom Dorsey's bunch smashed windows in lobby and dribbled 





$7,310 into the b.o. 
unablé to be seated. 


Benny Goodman (‘Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 5). 


new band set new money record he 


better than 6,000 payees at 55c to 83c. 


Teddy Powell (Scranton, Pa., Jan. 
$780 with 1,200 patrons at 65c. 


Jan Savitt (Municipal Aud., Worcester, Mass., Dec. 31). 


Tota! of 15,743 paid; $368 was refunded to patrons 


| sides 


Goodman's 
re, reaching a gross of $3,920 with 


8). Powell's rebuilt band did nice 


Savitt posted 


highest gross of season with better than $4,000 at $1.10. Frank Duffy, pro- 


moter, says one of top crowds in Aud 





history. 


Upbeat 








Henry Blauth opened indefinite 
engagement Monday (13) at New 
Penn, Pittsburgh, replacing June 
Gardner and her Gentlemen of 


Swing. 





Piccolo Pete band into Club Petite, 
Pittsburgh, Monday (13) following 
Freddy Castle outfit after 22 weeks. 
Piccolo Pete was at spot all of last | 
season. 





Horace Heidt’s band, currently in 
pictures, opens at the Biltmore in 
New York Feb. 27. 





| 
| 
| 
Russ Morgan’s crew, booked into | 
the Paramount theatre ,Los Angeles, | 
Jan. 23, is slated for a musical short 
at Universal. 





Babe Egan rehearsing a new all- 
femme band to tour the Pacific | 
Coast preliminary to an eastern trek. 





Dean Hudson opened in_ the 
Rainbo Room of the New Kenmore 
Hotel, Albany, Monday (13). New 
floor show. which started Friday 
(10), includes Paul Winchell, ven- 
triloquist, and De Nisse and Elliot 
Dwight, ballroomologists. 





Francis Murphy now playing in 
Palm Lounge of Ten Eyck Hotel, 
Albany. Band, which filled an en- 
gagement there last winter and be- 
came the first Albany unit to do so, 
was until recently at Stuart’s, a new 
downtown restaurant-night club 
spot. 





Sid Olshein’s orchestra is now at 
Stuart’s, Albany. Floor show has 
Farmer and Wayne, piano-singing 
team, Carlos and Carmencita; 
dancers, and Sally-Anna. 





Mollie Klaff, another of Al Siegel’s | 
girls, has joined Louis Prima’s band 
as singer and pianist. 

Ozzie Nelson booked at Plymouth 
theatre, Worcester, for three days, 
beginning Jan. 20. 








Jimmy Dorsey’s dance date, sched- | 
uled for Mechanics Hall, Worcester | 


(14), was cancelled owing to lead- | 


er’s illness. Forced to call off a week | scenes facts. 
| 


| 


of New England one-nighters, 





Glenn Miller has signed the Mod- 
ernaires Quartet to work with his 
band. They were formerly with Paul 
Whiteman. 

Jimmy Dorsey’s band hops a train 
for Philadelphia immediately follow- 
ing his Twenty Grand broadcast Fri- 
day (17) to play a 12:30 to 3:30 a. m 
hop at Town Hall for Northeast 
Catholic High School Alumni. 

Bobby Sarraf leaves Johnny Long’s 
band at Roseland Ballroom, New 
York, and returns to Pittsburgh. H. 
L. Shockey from George Hall takes 
his trumpet chair. 





Charlie Carroll, drummer with Al 
Donahue’s since the latter’s society 
band days at the Rainbow Room, 
N. Y., shifts to Larry Clinton’s group 


next week. Clinton has also dropped | 


Terry Allen, vocalist, effective same 
time. 





Benny Goodman and Bob Chester 


Change in strollers finds Betty 
Young in for Rita Norman and her 
men. 





Gloria Hart has taken femme 
vocalist spot with Raymond Scott. 





Johnny McGee is losing his Tiddly 
Winks vocal quartet to Jan Savitt. 





Fiesta Danceteria, New York, re- | 


sumed name band policy, changing 
outfits once weekly. 
current, 
Bunny Berigan to follow. 





Dean Hudson band taken on for 
recording by Okeh label. 





Vaughn Monroe banda set for three 
weeks at the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., opening May 7. 





Three members of Ruby Newman’s | 


summer orchestra at Magnolia, Mass., 
have been graduated to baton wield- | 
ers: pianist Bernie Bennett heads re- | 
lief band for Ranny Weeks at Club 
Mayfair; drummer Lou Carter is at 
Casa Manana, while vocalist George 
McFarlane leads at Versailles—ail 
Boston night spots. 





Rimacs congarhumba band and re- 
vue booked into El Chico, Pittsburgh, | 
for eight-week stay beginning Jan. 


18. They replace Don Mario outfit. 





Harold Aloma and his Royal 
Hawaiians renewed at Hotel Roose- 


| velt, Pittsburgh, for six additional 


weeks. 





Cab Calloway, band and revue at 
the Orpheum theatre, Omaha, made 
great start but finish was weak. Gen- 
erally attributed to the supporting 


| acts and not the band. 


Glenn Miller re-signed to Bluebird 
label for an additional three years at 
an increase oyer the $350 a side he 
was getting. Old two-year contract 
expires coming March. | 








Ruby Newman lectured at Boston 
University Jan. 13 on the advisabil- 
ity of BU students going into the 


band business. He'll bare behind the | 





| Lionel Hampton’s new band work- 


|ing its way east to take up a loca- | 
| tion job in New York. May go into| 
| the Fiesta Danceteria or Savoy Ball- | 


; room, 





Butch Stone shifted from Jack | 
| Teagarden band to Larry Clinton’s. 
|Sax chair with Teagarden will be 
| filled by Artie Beck whom Stone 
originally replaced. 


Otto J. Kapl, former prez of the 
Cleveland musicians union here, was 
elected vice-prez last week to suc- 
ceed John Duprey, who became sec- 
retary-treasurer a month ago when 
Elmer H. Wahl died. 

Anthony Granata was elected to 
executive board, replacing Ross Ava- 
lone, former assistant city law direc- 
tor. 





Huge Monaco orch in Arabian 
Supper Club, Columbus, for indefi- 
nite run, follows Bud Wapfles. 





| I believe the people should insist not 


only on equal coverage for both 
of this highly controversial 
question, but that newspapers and 
the motion pictures should do the 
same,’ the angry Democrat told both 
Paramount and Hays. ‘The propa- 
ganda for war that is being waged 
by the motion picture companies of 
this country is reaching a point at 
which I believe legislation will have 
to be enacted regul&ting the industry 
in this respect unless the industry it- 
self displays a more impartial atti- 
tude.’ 
Violent Propaganda 

Supplementing his written squawk 
about the alleged ‘violent propa- 
ganda campaign intending to incite 
the American people to the point 


| where they will become involved in 


the war,’ Wheeler told news cor- 
respondents he is convinced the ob- 
jectionable films were ‘encouraged,’ 
if not actually inspired, by people in 
the Administration. He did not 
make any specific accusations or cite 
| any films. 

Crusading touches in numerous re- 
cent pictures, as well as features 


Tonia Velen | tending to glorify military and naval 


Glenn Garr and possibly | f0rces, have aroused numerous legis- 


| lators, but Wheeler is the first to 
| Sound off publicity.  Isolationists 
| generally feel the trend toward 
fighting themes is liable to inflame 
| the people, sharing Wheeler’s belief 
that the film industry is guilty of 
this. Editorializing is out of place in 
celluloid entertainment, resentful 
| Congressmen have complained pri- 
vately. 
Par Strictly ‘Neutral’ 

Paramount 
yesterday (Tuesday) revealed that 
Senator Wheeler was covered in a 
newsreel story, finished at noon 
Monday (13) in Washington, and 
pointed out it was striving to be en- 
tirely impartial in treating the 
controversy over the Roosevelt Aid- 
for-Britain bill. Understood that the 
newsreel staff had just finished edit- 
ing the Wheeler speech late Monday 
in N. Y. when the story containing 
the senator’s blast was received over 
the ticker. Newsreel story made the 
first-of-week Paramount issue in 
theatres yesterday. 

Senator Wheeler’s letter inquires 
when Paramount intends carrying 
his answer to President Roosevelt’s 
fireside chat. Not only does Par 
newsreel cover it, but in the same 
issue remain strictly neutral by 
giving the other side of the question 


as presented by Senator Joshua’ B. | 


Lee’s views supporting the F.D.R. 
proposal. . 
In Wheeler’s speech for the news- 


reel he attacks Wendell L. Willkie as | 


a representative of vested interests. 
Paramount remained strictly 


tunity to give his side of the contro- 
versy in an interview in N. Y. 


Band Bookings 


Cats & Fiddle, Jan. 27-29, Grana- 
da theatre, Pittsburgh; 31, Apollo the- 








|atre, New York. 


Ted Lewis, Jan. 22, Paramount the- 
atre, Atlanta, Ga. 

Vincent Lopez, Jan. 28, State thea- 
tre, Cortland, N. Y.; 29, Auburn the- 
atre, Auburn, N. Y.; 30-Feb. 1, Cen- 
tury theatre, Buffalo. 

Count Basie, Jan. 23, Palais Royale. 
Toronto Can.; Feb. 3, Two-Spot Club, 
Jacksonville, Fla.: 4, South Street 
| Casino, Orlando, Fla. 

Henry Busse, Jan. 20, 
Spring B., Knoxville, Tenn. 

Will Bradley, Jan. 18, Sunnybrook 
B., Pottstown, Pa.; 19, Roseland B., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Feb. 2, Lucas thea- 


|tre, Savannah, Ga.; 3, Grand theatre, | 


| Macon, Ga.; 21, Palace’ theatre 
| Cleveland, O. 

Del Courtney, Feb. 1, two weeks, 
;Club Trocadero, Henderson, Ky. 

Al Donahue, Jan. 30, County 





Deb Lyons and Cubs just out of,; Center, White Plains, N. Y. 


newsreel in N. Y.| 


Whittle 


Weeks Past Covers 


| Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
| Orrin Tucker.....Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 1 650 650 
| Eddy Duchint.....Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)........+.... 18 900 19,372 
| Lani MclIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 0 500 500 
| Guy Lombardo.. - Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)...... ore 17,600 
| Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 3 1,575 6,775 

Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 14 ~=1,650 29,975 

Tony Pastor...... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)......seccees i5 375 6,000 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. +5 days, Leighton Noble replace Sat. (11). 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
| parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
| listings and respective publishers.) 

{ Artie Shaw.......... Victor 

1. Frenesi (2) Southern ...........4. »- | Woody Herman ...... Decca 

| Benny Goodman. .Columbia 


{ Tommy Tucker........Okeh 
2. There I Go (6) (BMI).........00.0.: } Will Bradley...... Columbia 
| Woody Herman.......Decca 














[| Al Kavelin..........5: Okeh 
3. I Gve My Word (5) (BMI).......... { Eddy Duchin......Columbia 
| Jack Leonard......... Okeh 
Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
, ; Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
tht © eo o 
4. Nightingale Sang (4) (S-B)..... ‘uaas } Sete Geli .  . Columbia 





| Jack Leonard......... Okeh 
™ Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
5. Two Dreams Me Pe xiakiss i : +g ’ : 
eams Met (5) (Miller) ** ) Eddy Duchin......Columbia 
| { Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
| 6. Dream Valley (5) (Feist)........... , Frankie Masters...'.... Okeh 
| Woody Herman....... Decca 
{ Dinah Shore....... Bluebird 
7. Yes, Darling Daughter (1) (Feist)... ; Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
1 OGRRRY LONG. .60cc0. Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
8. I Hear Rhapsody (1) (BMI)........ { Charlie Barnet....Bluebird 
| Al Donahue...........Okeh 
‘ os y Kate Smith....... Columbia 
9. Last Time I Saw Paris (1) (Che , eves “som 
. wae 5 caw Serie (5) Caappen) ) Leo Reisman......... Victor 
{Sammy Kaye.........Victor - 
. y Guy Lombardo.......Decca 
10. Santa Fe Trail (1) (H: Oe ee | ; ‘ 
aes sins sine ) DION FUPBONS... 6 cic eees Okeh 
{| Kate Smith....... Columbia 
DISKS GAINING FAVOR 





| . : . 
(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but grow- 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


non- | 
partisan by giving Willkie an oppor- | 


Re) eS Sealer ene Hi-bes rengy eovitgaa dha sictd 

) Artie Shaw........... Victor 

| One I Love (Forster)........c0..Zeces - Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 

Let's Be Buddies (Chappell)............ J dieoe nee pia — 

| ) Connie Boswell....... Decca 

Ling Crogpy . .sceseees Decca 

So You’re the One (BMI)...........000. 2 eC - re Victor 

| | Tony Pastor........Bluebird 

| Five O’Clock Whistle (Advance)........ Glenn Miller. .-.+..Bluebird 

| Ella Fitzgerald....... Decca 
| 

a, { Will Bradley...... Columbia 

| Scrub Me Mama (Leeds)............. .. 4 Andrews Sisters...... Decca 


[ee a 


| Auditorium, Columbus, O.: 22, Castle | . 
Music Notes 


|Farms, Cincy.;'23, Pythias Hall, Nash- 
| ville, Tenn.; 24, Aud., Birmingham, 
| Ala.;, 25, Aud., Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
26, Armory, Columbus, Ga.; 27, Aud., | 
Atlanta, Ga. four ditties to be sung in ‘Prairie 
Ruby Newman, Jan. 10, party, | Pioneers’ at Republic. 
Brookline Country Club, Brookline. ae 
Mass.; 14, party, Hotel Statler, Bos-| David Buttolph directs 150-piece 
ton. ;orchestra to score music for ‘West- 
Boyd Raeburn, Jan. 31, Memorial |€™® Union’ at 20th-Fox. 
Union, Minneapolis, Minn. pina 
Adrian Rollini, Jan. 16, Capitol | Werner S. Bayonne pempnene Se 
theatre, Washington, D. C. score for “Topper Returns’ on the 
Bill Roberts, six weeks, Jan, 31, Hal Roach lot. 
| Olympic hotel, Seattle, Wash. 
Jack Teagarden, Feb. 1, Newport, 
|R. I. Navy Training Base; 7-8, U. of | backgrounds — for 





Eddie Cherkose writing lyrics for 





Dmitri Tiomkin finished musical 
Frank Capra's 
\North Carolina, Chapel Hill; 14-15,| Meet John Doe’, 

Wake-Forest, Wake Forest, N. C. 
Jan Savitt, Jan. 28, Amherst Col- 





Paul Shoop signed by Max Rein- 








bands are coupled on one hop at the ‘Cave Under the Hill’ basement | 
Cornell U., Ithaca, N. Y., Feb. 7.' spot of the Hill Hotel, Omaha, after | tre. Jacksonville, Fla. 
Goodman does Fitch Bandwagon 22 consecutive months. Replaced by| Vincent Lopez, Jan. 17, Geo. 
show Feb. 16. ; Don Decker in from Cleveland. 'Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y.: 
| Arturo and Caballeros arrived at|State theatre, Uniontown, Pa.; 
Johnny Messner goes to Roosevelt the Paxton, Omaha, from Detroit to | Ambridge theatre, Ambridge, Pa.; 
hotel, Jacksonville, Fla. for four|replace Dusty Rhodes leaving for Park theatre, Meadville, Pa.; 
weeks Jan. 31. | Stoneleigh hotel, Dallas. 











| 29, Geneva theatre, Geneva, N. Y. 


Henry Cincione orch in Century debut at Ben) 


Paul Whiteman’s 


Ted Lewis, Jan. 19-20, Palace thea- | Hopkins U., 


F. 


22, | 


23 


24, | 


25, 


| Orpheum theatre, Connellsville, Pa.; 


Jimmie Lunceford, Feb. 16, Tria- 


Room of Neil House, Columbus, Jan. 
13 for extended engagement, re- 
placed Manny Landers. He is house 
conductor for local Palace theatre 


' spot, 


|Marden’s Colonia] Inn, Hollywood, |non B., Cleveland; 17, Graystone B., 
Fla., set back to Jan. 21 by delay Detroit; 18, Trianon B., Cleve.; 19, | 


in delivery of kitchen equipment for | Nu-Elm B., Youngstown, O.; 20, Ca- 
thedral theatre, New Castle, Pa.; 21, 


| lege, Amherst, Mass. hardt to cleff scores for seven stage 
Tommy Dorsey, Feb. 19, Johns- | Plays, first of which is ‘The Merchant 
Baltimore, Md.; 21,|°f Yonkers’. 


|Muehlenberg, Allentown, Pa.; 22, 
{Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa. 
Bob Chester, Jan. 25, 
| Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
George Hall, Jan. 28-29, Palace 
theatre, Newport News, Va. 
Bernie Cummins, Jan. 31, 
| weeks, Baker hotel, Dallas, Tex. 
Bill Bardo, Jan. 24-26, Palace 
| theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Ray Kinney, Jan. 23, Loew’s State 
theatre, N. Y.; 31, four weeks, 
‘Claridge hotel, Memphis. 


four 


Manora | 
' 





David Buttolph wound up his scor- 


ing job on ‘Western Union’ at 20th- 
Fox. 





Don George, Teddy Hall and Jean 
Herbert writing backgrounds for 
‘Ridin’ on a Rainbow’ at Republic. 








Barnet Publications, Inc., New 
| York, has changed its name to Em- 
pire Music Co., Inc. Louis P. Ran- 


| dell, of NYC, was filing attornery. 
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COSLOW PANS BMI PAYOFF — 





herstein Partner in Consolidated 





Joins Band Organization on Friday (17) With Title | 


of General Manager 


a 








Eli Oberstein, general manager of 
the whilom U. S. Record Corp., has 
pought a 50% interest in Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, Inc. The deal 
was closed Saturday (11) and Ober- 
stein takes over as v.p. and general 
manager this Friday (17). 

Under his agreement with Charles 
Green, president of Consolidated, 
Oberstein will direct organizational 
policy and concern himself, in addi- 
tion to the active management, with 
the development of new bands and 
the acquisition of name bands whose 
contracts are expiring with other 
booking offices. Green will confine 
himself to the selling end of the | 
business. | 


WATERBURY BURLEYCUE 


USING NAME —_ 
| 











Waterbury, Conn., Jan. 14. 
Jacques latest entry in Sunday 
flesh shows starring name bands. 
House, playing burlesque week | 

days, preemed new policy (12) with 
Harry James. 


. | 
Pitt AGVA Arranges | 
Deal With Musicians: 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

After months of negotiations, Clair 
Meeder, head of musicians Local 60, 
and Nat Nazarro, Jr.. AGVA execu- 
tive secretary here, finally reached a 
mutual working agreement here last 
week. For some time, Local 60 had 
refused to recognize AGVA, making 





organization work of performers’ 
union difficult. 
Agreement produced immediate 


results, with several new clubs sign- 
ing closed shop agreements with 
AGVA. Among them now are Nixon 
Cafe, Villa Madrid, York 
Churchill Tavern, Swartz Cafe, 
Allen’s Cafe, Liberty Cafe, Redd’s 
Cafe, Tom’s Cafe, Harry’s House and, 
among the chartered clubs, Penn 
Avenue Moose and Charleroi FOE. 





MADRIGUERA OFF AIR 


No Point in Playing Over- 
Plugged BMI Tunes 


Sees 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Enric Madriguera, who took him- 
self off the air because of the BMI 
situation, broke the attendance rec- 
ord for the Hotel Statler’s Terrace 
Room here during the recent holi- 
days. His crowd figures, the hotel 
announced, topped records extending 
back for 17 years, through the days 
it was known as the Fountain Room. 
Previous big draw was by Xavier 
Cugat crew, hung up in the same 
week of 1939. 

Madriguera had been catching six 
spots nightly on the air here, three 
nationwide over NBC, but with the 
new year he stopped the broadcasts. 
His point was that the band wouldn’t 
benefit nor gain attention by playing 


over-plugged worn-thin BMI tune: 
Ropes have been up in the 300- 
seat room since Christmas time and 


record was established despite a 
threatened strike on New Year's Eve. 
Newspapers carried stories of the 
contemplated walkout of hotel em- 
ployees, but the table cancellations 
were filled up from waiting list. 


Madriguera, who came into the 
room in mid-November, following 


Cugat, a long-stander in the Terrace 
Room, has had three time extensions, 
latest carrying the band to Feb. 5 
While Detroit still goes for the rhum- 


v 


On Wisconsin 


United States Department of 
Justice has been filing suits in 
the New York courts, with no in- 
tention of going to trial, so often 
in the past that continued re- 
sort to this device as a means 
to obtain consent decrees has 
provoked complaints from judges 


on clogging court calendars. This 
is part of the reason the action 
against ASCAP, BMI, NBC and 
CBS is being filed in Wisconsin. 
A trial there can be had within 
a year. A delay up to three 
years would be probable in New 
York City. 

Huge expense of transporting 
witnesses to middle west has al- 
ready gotten some thought by 
the prospective defendants. 


A mystery surrounds the fail- 
ure of the D. of J. to select 
Brooklyn, as the borough could 
provide a trial in the same time 
as Milwaukee, but all that can be 
gathered from a_ closed-mouth 
Department of Justice in this re- 
gard is a cryptic, ‘We are afraid 
of Brooklyn juries.’ 

Another added expense for the 
defendants which will mount 
even more than the transporta- 
tion of witnesses is the hiring of 
Milwaukee counsel to handle all 
steps up to the actual trial it- 
self. 








NBC PAYS FOR 


Grill, | 


ba-conga music. Madriguera has been | 


working as a 50-50 band, half North 
and half the South American way. 





KAYE’S LINE 


we 


NBC {Is so interested in the music 
of Sammy Kaye's band that it has 
scheduled the outfit for a half hour 
sustaining broadcast every Saturday 
afternoon and will pick it up, at 
NBC's own wire cost, from whatever 


town the group is playing Pro- 
grams air 1-1:30 p.m. on the Red. 


Series began from New York last 
Saturday (11) and from the same 
point this week (19) as 
group is playing the Strand theatre. 
Following week (25) it will come 
from Providence, R. I. 


NAT KALCHEIM IS 
HALF IN BAND BIZ 


Nat Kalcheim, vaudeville booker 
at the Wm. Morris agency in New 
York, will spend part of his time in 
the agency’s band dept. henceforth, 
booking bands into theatres. Work 
he will have to forego in vaudeville 
will be handled by Lou Wolfson, 
will take part of his time from b« 


who 


ok 


ing fairs and other outdoor activi- 
tles. 
Changes are effective immediately 


It’s Now Sesac, Inc. 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 14. 

Society of European Stage Authors 
and Composers Corporation, New 
York, has changed its name _ to 
SESAC, Ince. 

The corporation, wi offices in 
New York City, filed the papers wit! 
Secretary of State in Albany. 


th 


Robert Russell a Pub 


14. 
music firm ha 


Chicago, Jan. 


New non-ASCAP 


; been set up by Robert Russell. First 


Prank Loesser and Jules Styne! 
cleffed five numbers for ‘Sis Hop- 
kins’ at Republic. Songs are ‘That 


Ain’t Hay,’ ‘Cracker Barrel County,’ 
‘Well, Well,’ ‘If You’re in Love’ and 
‘Look at You, Look at Me.’ 


number published is ‘Mornin’ 


to be Dd 
1 7 ’ ° e ~L- ee 
on the Farm,’ by Jack Elliott. 
)  DPicnsies roth 4m earttt fmts 
I icK Jurgens orcnestra Will intro- 
i}duce the tune over WGN. 


cininseaiienilimiieele aa 


Kaye’s | 


—___——— 


UAGT WRITER 
AEBUTS KUAUBEA 


Claims Radio - Sponsored 
Publishing House Insin- 
cere in Attitude and Con- 
victed by Arithmetic 


THE BMI PLAN 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Sam Coslow, replying personally 
|to Edward Klauber, CBS executive 
| V-P., on the leaflet sent to ASCAP 
| writers by the National Association 
of Broadcasters, scored the pam- 
phlet’s statements about BMI’s 
| ‘benefits’ to songwriters as ‘a neat 
‘For instance,’ 





| 
| 
! 
| 
| 





| bit of softsoaping.’ 
| wrote Coslow, an ASCAP member 
with an ‘A’ rating, when you teli 
|us that you count performances and 


| 


| pay on the precise basis of use you 


failed to add that this payment 
|}amounts to one cent per song per 
| station.’ 

‘In other words,’ continued the 





| figure that if every station in the 
; country played nothing but music 18 
jhours a day, 365 days a year, the 
| total amount paid for this music 
| would be $639,850 per year, or less 
jthan one-seventh of what tHe sta- 
| tions paid for music last year! That’s 
great news for the composers and 
|authors of the country, many of 
whom depend mainly on perform- 
lance fees for their bread and but- 
|ter...Under the above arrangement 
| Jerome Kern would actually receive 


| 


$2,500 per year for the use of his | 


music. 
‘Now honestly—you spend good 
money getting out this handsome 


brochure, and sent one to every 
well-known songwriter in the coun- 
| try in an obvious attempt to im- 
press us—do you expect us to swal- 
low your pleas that the songwriters 


are being mistreated by ASCAP, 
when your own organization turns 
right around and offers the song- 


writers one-seventh of what we are 


used to getting from radio usages? 
And remember that one-seventh is 
based on an assumption that every 
Station will play othing but song 


18 hours a day.’ 


BMI’s Own Version 
Following is Broadcast Music’s own 
explanation of how it to 


hitla?+ . , ] , - 
abDulate royalty payments to writers 


proposes 
lin its catalog as f 
are concerned: 
‘The 668 comprising the 
BMI membership have been broken 
down into nine sample groups, seven 
of which contain 74 stations and two 
75 stations, classified as to (1) affilia- 
tion (network and independent), (2) 


ar as performances 


ati 
stations 


power, (3) size of town, (4) alloca- 
tion of time on the air, (5) geo- 
graphical area and (6) foreign 
language broadcasts 
I € ple ere are € 3MI 
ta ff l € t NB¢ ated 
n irge citle each hav 1.000 
watts power. One of these identical 
+ ( te } ‘ } ( f the 
r 1} By me of 
t} I eat ple gr D con- 
é € be of tions 
r¢ +, After 
the number of performances of a 
ar e group of stations is tabulated 
the sample is taken as a basis for 
computing the total number of per- 
formances on all BMI station 
‘Should ‘There I Go’ be played 
anuary by the 75 


§.000 times during J 





a 


letter, ‘by simple arithmetic you can | 


Funds Rule for 


Canadian Government Eases Border 


Dance Band Tours 





‘I wouldn't even want that gal 
singing in my bathtub!’ 


SPEED PARTING 
BARLOW BAND 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 








Local branch 
Federation of Musician's aversion to 
| long camped travelling bands pushed 
| Ralph Barlow’s orchestra out if its 
| stand at the Dellwood Ballroom here 


| Friday (10). Outfit was in its seventh 





| week when AFM local heads ordered | 


‘it to scram with six days notice. 
| AFM rule calls for two weeks notice, 
' at least. 

Situation forced Ralph Flynn, op- 
| erator of Dellwood and also a band- 
leader to pull his own group from 
the Chez Ami, local nitery, to supply 
tempoes for ballroom customers. 
Though scheduled to exit Sunday 
night (12) Barlow’s bunch scrammed 
two days early in order to be on 


schedule for a quickly made booking | 


at the El Rancho, Chester, Pa., Sat- 
urday (11). 


Girl Singers a Mus 
On Lucky Strike Show; 
Leaders Add Them 


musts with the 


Girl singers are 
bands American Tobacco jis buying 
to pick up from various Army 
; camps each Saturday night as part 
| of its Lucky Strike Hit Parade. Con- 
tracts for the jobs carry a clause 
making femme chirpers a demanded 


part of each outfit whether those 
used ordinarily have them or not. 
Ones that don't have to hire one for 
the evening. 

Bands already down to do the 
weekly shows are Tommy Dorsey 
Charlie 3Zarnet, Jack Teagarden, 
Ozzie Nelson, Tommy Tucker, Jan 
Savitt and Benny Goodman Of 
those only Savitt is m ing the 
feminine touch deemed so necessary 
at Army encampments Eddy 
Duchin started them last Saturday 
(11). 


Door’s Weekly Changes 
Famous Door, 


has using 


York 


= 
the small 


which 
Sulli- 


New 
INEW 
beer Joe 


the past 


began with the checking of 
+7 


every pert mM ce of all se 
played by all 
ss. This month under the 
tion of C 


logging 


ections 


t#a4t c r ++ er } 
Statlor nh two sampie 


n direc- 
Robert Miller, the BMI 
department will e 


xamine and 


tabulate about 70.000 program hours 
broadcast bv the 150 stations in all 
48 states which make up the two 


stations in the first group (less than | sample groups under study. During 
three times a dav) that number of the first month of tabulation two 
performance Id be multiplied by Sample groups are being examined 

ine and e co er would be and checked against each other to 
credite 54.000 performance ure complete uniformity and ac- 
on 668. st Since der the curacy After January tabulation 
BMI |} ff the composer i vill be made from differs ple 
to receive lc. per performance per groups each month so that each 
station he would receive $540 in group will be reached in rotation. 
radio royalties for January in ad-}| Thus the program logs of each of the 
lition to the regular royalties re- 668 BMI stations will be checked at 
ceived from the sale of sheet music, least once a year. Al] details of the 

ecor 1 ti I i) checking system are being handled 
| ‘A ] f¢ the ent ft , £ 2” 

Ds 


of the American | 





vv 

That’s Bad Red Norvo’s band will swing 
PRES through seven days of concerts in 
Lincoln, Jan. 14, six different towns in New Bruns- 
When R. H. Pauley cancelled a wick and Nova Scotia. Dates are 
band in the middle of its sched- straight concerts and not dances, 
uled run at the Turnpike Casino, They're scheduled for, in order, St. 

he was individually vehement } 
about the girl singer: John’s, N. B., Moncton, Halifax, 


Sydney, Glace Bay, Truro, and back 
to Halifax. If the Norvo tour is suc- 
| cessful, at prices ranging from 50c, 
{to $2, Canadian cash, other bands 
will follow at four or six weeks in- 
tervals. 

To allow the tour the Canadian 
Government has eased its restric- 
tions on across-the-border movement 
of money. Norvo is playing the 
dates on a guarantee ard percentage 
and 50% of the cash he’s sure of 
has already been deposited in a 
New York bank, to be ponied up af- 
ter he makes his appearance. Band 
is currently at the Brunswick hotel, 
Boston, closing the 18th. 


NAPA Sues N. Y. 


Ballroom For 
Using Records 











National Association of Perform- 
|ing Artists has undertaken test 
| in the courts the right of a ballroom 
| operator to play phonograph records 
|} without obtaining permission from 
; the interpretative artists who made 
| the discs. Named in the test suit is 
Robert L. Douglas, operator of the 


to 


| Renaissance ballroom in Harlem, 

| Action, which has been brought 
in the N. Y. supreme court, seeks 
an injunction against Douglas, dam- 
ages of $50,000 and an accounting 
of the ballroom’s profits. This is the 
first time that NAPA has filed a suit 
in the name of its president, James J. 
Walker, former N. Y. Mayor. 


MILLER EXPLOITATION 
PLEASES ZANUCK 


Darryl Zanuck, the 
Miller Music’s exploi on 
‘Down Argentine Way,’ specified that 
also handle the Mack Gordon- 
Harry Warren score to ‘Road to Rio.’ 
20th-Fox’s contract, Jack 
Robbins can spot the scores in any of 
his three firms—Miller, Feist or Rob- 
bins—and usually switches them 
around, although Feist is chiefly the 
Metro filmusical outlet. 


pleased with 


tation job 


Miller 


Under 


Kyser to Holiywood 
For Eight Months 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Kay Kyser brings his band here 
early next month for an eight-month 
stay. He has another picture on tap 


at-RKO and is lining up nitery and 


dance dates. 


His first Lucky Strike broadcast 
from here is dated for Feb. 12. His 
Feb. 5 shot will eminate from Chi- 


cago and observe the fourth anniver- 
sary of his ‘College of Musical 
Knowledge’ under Lucky Strike’s 


sponsorship. 

Kyser works westward by playing 
veek at the Palace theatre, Cleve- 
and, op ng Friday (17), then te 
e Fox, Detroit (24), for another 
stanza. On Feb. 1, band plays two 
obs the same night for one buyer. 
Le ville, Ky., Courier-Journal is 
using the band to play a show at an 
m, following it with a 

;dance at an armory. 
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Plan for Equity to Absorb AGVA 


Looks Hopeless; 


Current discussions about Equity 
absorbing Guild of 
Variety Artists, which would scrap 
the latter organization, appear hardly 
feasible. Members of AGVA would 
first have to agree to such a move. 
Equity has intentionally kept out of 


vaudeville from its inception and, 
before it could take in AGVA, the 
legit association’s constitution would 
have to be radically amended. 
AGVA is in the red for $80,000. ° It 
has been kept going by touching 
affiliates in the Four A’s that have a 
surplus. Equity is tired of lending 


the American 


money to the vaudeville union and | 


has declared it won’t make any more 
advances. However, not long ago 
Equity gave AGVA another $2,500. 
Screen Actors Guild and Chorus 
Equity are about the only other af- 
filiates ir a position to lend any coin, 
and they, too, are hardly willing to 


pour more money into the AGVA 
sieve. Chief Four A’s complaint is 
that AGVA has not yet organized 


New York, especially the night club 
end. 

One big union would be the solu- 
tion to the AGVA headache, but no 
workable plan for fusing all the 
actor-artist unions has yet been de- 
vised. Those who have “given the 
matter thoucht cov it is ivst one of 
those things that can't be done. 





PITT NOW LOOKS FOR 
STEADY VAUDE DIET 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

With resumption of stage shows 
this week at the Stanley, it looks as 
if the WB deluxer intends to keep 
vaude going. House has been an 
in-and-outer for presentations all 
season, having shuttled between 
straight pix and live entertainment 
since early fall. However, flock of 
bookines have been lined up to fol- 
low Ted Weems’ orch, current, and 
Harry 





Harry Maver, 
ther shows. 
Singer’s Midget unit comes in Fri- 
day (17) and will be followed Jan. 
24 by tab ‘Streets of Paris,’ full- 
length version of which played 
Nixon last spring at $3.85. Stanley 
has hoves of grabbing Kay Kyser, 
Ted Weems and Guy Lombardo 
bands for week each after that. 


WB booker, on fur- 


There's 


Kalmine, WB zone manager, | 
is now in New York conferring with | 


Too Many Obstacles 


e 





Unit Review 


LOU HOLTZ 


(MINNESOTA, MPLS.) 
Minneapolis, Jan, 11. 
Rollie Altmeyer, Mercedes Brenna, 
House Orch (15), Lou Holtz, Ruth 
Day, Arline Judge, Lola_ Lane, 
Wendy Barrie, Carmen Del Rio (2); 
‘Margie.’ 





This is the first star-studded Hol- 
lywood unit ever to play Min- 
neapolis where currently it’s having 
a break-in at a $6,000 guarantee 
against 50° of the gross. With its 
combination of names plus Lou 
Holtz’s entertaining ability and a 
couple of first-rate dancers, it prob- 





ably represents a sock bargain at 
this newly repoened 4,000 seater's 


seale of 28c. top to 6 p.m. and 39c. 
thereafter. 

Working _ practically throughout 
the entire 60-minute running time, 
| Holtz carries nearly all | 
|tainment burden on_ his 
| shoulders and, of course, he does a 
| good job of it. Wendy Barrie, Lola 
|Lane and Arline Judge are good to 
|look at, having plenty of charm and 
| they wear stunning clothes which 
|'are a magnet for the feminine trade. 
| Miss Lane sings and each takes her 
'turn working with Holtz before the 
mike. Their mere appearance, how- 
ever, probably is the only thing 
necessary for the majority of cus- 
tomers have come principally to get 
a gander at the film luminaries. 


Giving patrons a full money’s worth 


in laughs in addition, as Hoitz does, 
makes for greater boxoffice. 

considerable intimacy to 
the layout, which enhances 
| Most of the time Holtz and the gals 
are out on a runway platform ex- 
tending to the orchestra pit’s very 
edge from where they almost can 
touch the occupants in the first row 


of seats. This affords the utmost 
| possible in closeups for the cus- 
tomers. 

A weekly feature here, Rollie 


Altmeyer and Mercedes Brenna, or- 
ganist and singer, respectively, open 
the show’s show portion with 
a musical interlude that includes 


stage 


some community singing of pop 
numbers by the audience. Then, af- 
ter a film short, the stage display 
| starts. 

Holtz is on from the outset and 
has them chuckling immediately 
with his gags and stories, new and 
old. The entire performance is 


punctuated by his yarns and jests, 
his Jewish, Negro, British and other 
dialects being socko, Although most 
of the material seems too bluishly 
tinged for the sort of family trade 


the enter- | 
capable | 


it all. | 


| much of it likely to give downright 
offense even to the more squeamish. 





| the gags and at least one plece of 
stage business could stand a bit of 
laundering, if not complete elimi- 


sacrifice ef the show's fun value. 

The Lapidus stories are still riotous, 
just as they were over the air, and 
so are most of the others, especially 
|for the sophisticates. While all! are 
funny, the funniest, perhaps, Is a 
scrupulously clean one—that of a 
| titled Britisher telephoning a {fox 
hunt invitation to a supposed fellow 
nobleman who, due to the operators 
| mistake in giving the wrong number, 
i/turns out to be a broken-English- 
| speaking Semite. 

As emcee, Holtz first brings on 
Ruth Day, a real looker who offers 
some clever tap routines’ before 
winding up with a seductive type of 
Hawaiian dance. Petite, attractive 
| Arline Judge, a watch-charm glamor 
girl edition, is the first of the tilm 
notables to appear, and she and 
Holtz engage in comedy business and 
repartee which bristles with amus- 
ing gags. 

After another Holtz story, Lola 
Lane sallies forth. With her spark- 
ling personality and winning smile, 
she captivates. During their kid- 
ding of one another, she begs Holtz 
to kiss her, he refusing because ‘if 
he kissed every woman who asked 
him they'd call me a tramp.’ It’s a 
funny piece of business. Then Miss 
Lane goes into a dramatic song 
which includes a recitation of her 
own authorship. She has the goods 
| really to sell her stuff and the num- 
| ber clicked well enough to stop the 
| show, 
| Wendy Barrie has plenty charm— 
| and it’s more entrancing than on the 
| screen. She handles herself beau- 
| tifully in her turn with Holtz. With 
Holtz’s aid she finishes by telling a 
Lapidus story. 

Carmen Del Rio, a stunning Argen- 
| tine dancer, and Holtz hit it up with 
| laugh-yielding comedy 
| Their conversation in Spanish, with 
| Holtz interpreting, is 
| funny, but the leg-feeling bit seems 
|out of place. In her singing and 
dancing, she exhibits a liveliness and 


animation of face and body, a la 
|Carmen Miranda. A hot conga, 


with her own male accompanist 
pounding the drum, is torrid and 
colorful with its hip and torso-sway- 
ing. For a closer Holtz sings ‘O Sole 
Mio’ with numerous gag choruses. 
The three feminine stars, in changed 
wardrobe, join him in the final 
choruses. 

Immense lower floor nearly filled 
and balcony partly populated at late 
afternoon show opening day. Rees. 


{ 


| 


| 
| Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
| Amusement Agents, Inc., elected 
Walter Trask, Sr., president; 
Wager, vice-president; Lloyd Skeels, 
executive secretary; Norman Marsh, 
} financial secretary, and Arthur Sil- 
ber, Joe Bren and Kathryn Burns as 
members of the executive board. 
Organization is concerned largely 
with vaude booking. 














attracted here. there perhaps isn’t 

















Bud Abbott 
Frank O. Ackley 
A. A. Adams 
Samuel Altholz 
Jack Beresin 


Lou Costello 








—I hope that our pleasant association will continue for anather 


Thanks, My Friends— 


Martin B. Ellis 


Frank P. Gravatt Izzy Rappaport 


Martin D. Harris 


Fred Schmuff 


Mark J. Leddy 


Eddie Smith 


A. L. Lichtman 
A. Louis Martin 


Roger Murrel 


and then still another 20 years. 


Edward Sherman 


George L. Phillips 


Samuel H. Stiefel 


Ralph Wilkins 

















| Al Siegel vocal coaching and ar- 
| ranging technique. 
| includes 


|his standard Charles Laughton-Capt. 


business. | 


extremely | 
| Flower’ might be an idea. 


| 


It seems, however, that a portion of | 


nation, profitably and without any | 





Night Club Reviews 





HURRICANE, N. Y. | 


| 
——_ 

Romo Vincent, Statler Twins, | 
De Angelo and Porter, Joan Merrill, 
Eddie Bush Orch (10); $1.25 mini-| 
WLurn. | 

ee ee | 

The rotund Romo Vincent is back | 
with his surefire funstering as m.c. 
and prime comic of The Hurricane, 
yclept George Raft’s New York mail- 
ing address. The filmster is the No. | 
1 angel for Mario’s nitery. Having 
done quite well so far, the manage- | 
ment has opened a Miami Beach | 
branch. 

In line with the trend back to 
more femme choristers, what with 
the nearby Beachcomber and George 
White’s new spot going into the same 
idiom, this spot has also added a line 
of girls recruited from the current 
Broadway musicals. However, they 
only function for the midnight and 
2 a.m. frolics. For dinner, Vincent 
paces the show, which opens with 
the Statler Twins, dancing femmes. 
DeAngelo and Porter are an okay 
ballroom team, doing their waltz, 
minuet, fast foxtrot (what would 
ballroomologists do without the 
Vincent Youmans tune, ‘I Know 
That You Know’) and finale beguine 
in competently professional style. 
Joan Merrill is another click with 
her moderne chansons, typical of the 


Her repertoire 
‘How Did He _  Look”?’, 
‘Yodeling Jive’ and George Gersh- 
win’s ‘Summertime’ in swing. 

But primarily it’s Vincent, who has 
a new ‘Abercrombie Had a Zombie’ 
routine and in between recourses to 


Bligh takeoff. He bears a remark- 
able resemblance to that English 
actor, Incidentally, Vincent also 
looks very much like Mayor La- 
Guardia, and a takeoff on ‘the Little 
The m.c. 
also vocalizes ‘Great Day Manana,’ 
‘He’s My Uncle’ (with a snatch of 
‘God Bless America’) and also resur- 
rects the clown cowboy routine 
which has been wisely pruned. In 
fact, he might forget some of those 
oldies, in view of his long Broadway 
tenancy, and emphasize 100% nas- 
cent material as insurance against 
possible wearing out of the welcome 
mat. 

Otherwise, Eddie Bush’s’_ band 
dishes up the same standard hula-| 
American dansapation, an odd mix- 





| ture of Hawaiian and Yank musikers 


| 
| 


| pertly. 


Al | 


t Sammy 


who break up their routines ex- 


Abel. 


Michael Todd’s Theatre 
Cafe 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Dec. 31. 
A. Robins, Rola Rola, Willie, West 
and McGinty (4), Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Ruby Mercer, Joe Fredericks, 
Lambert Girls (26), Jack 
Denny Orch, Johnny Gilbert Orch. 


This theatre-cafe is the former 
Rainbo Gardens and during the 
Chicago World’s Fair in 1934 was the 
home of the ‘Folies Bergeres’ shows 
as the French Casino. Dark for five 
years, it is now an admission nitery | 
aimed to play for the smaller pock- | 
etbooks. There is plenty of capacity | 
here, with tables for at least 2,000. | 
plus a 400-foot balcony bar which | 
could seat at least 500 more. 

Preceded by excellent exploitation 
on the price angle, the spot indiéates | 
a fundamental battle between the 
low prices vs. the unfavorable, far- 
northside location of this big spot. 

Michael Todd himself has done a 
good job throughout. Has caused | 
plenty of talk around town and has | 
convinced the general public that 
this is a value-plus spot for low| 
prices. Has driven home powerfully 
the concept of no clips with the 
heart of the sales talk typified in 
champagne cocktails for 25c., 15¢c. and 
cigarets for 15¢c. It becomes a mat- 
ter of volume for profit. 

Show is composed of three stand- 
ard acts, a couple of vocalists and 
26 girls, of whom 10 are strictly for 

how purposes. A. Robins opens and 
scores easily with his novelty pro- 
tean work and musical impersona- 
tions. Rola Rola and partner are 
from the circus and shape up as a 
genuine thrill turn with  their| 
balancing on a roller perched on a 
high platform. Willie, West and} 
McGinty haven’t been around town | 
for some time, but they retain their | 
| 


surefire comedy burlesque knock- 
about building routine. Though old- 
fashioned in spots there is sufficient 
entertainment in the turn for any | 
stage. 

Todd has done a good job in trans- | 
forming the former hemmed-in stage | 
into a spacious rostrum which is| 


even utilized for dancing. Has | 





| heighten 


| mostly 


brought in the ‘Gay New Orleans’ 
set and costumes from his N. yY, 
World’s Fair show, plus the side 
decorative stairs running up either 
side of the stage. On these stairs the 
girls occasionally drape themselves 
for pictures. 

Girl line is numerous and satisfac- 
tory in routine executions. Vocal in- 
terludes by Ruby Mercer and Joe 
Fredericks are good and aid con- 
siderably on the production num- 
bers. 

Gypsy Rose Lee works brilliantly 
and scores even in this big arena, 
which is a difficult task. She uses a 
mike, but her personality even man- 
ages to overcome that mechanical 
handicap. She shows remarkable 
showmanship in handling a large 


| mass of eating, drinking people, her 


strip to special song material being 
surpassed by her salesmanship. 

On the bandstand is Jack Denny’s 
orchestra for nifty dansapation and 
a fine job of playing the show. 
Johnny Gilbert orchestra is the re- 
lief band. Gold. 


BLACKHAWK, CHI 


Chicago, Jan, 11. 
Ted Fio-Rito Orch, ‘Grandfather's 
Follies’ with Harry Savoy, Earl Leslie, 
Marguerite Hartwell, Two Equillos, 
Flora Duane. Gaiety Sextette, Har- 
mony Sextette. 





Blackhawk cafe in the loop is mak- 
ing a concerted drive for new types 
of entertainment after years of stick- 
ing strictly to a name band and let- 
ting the entertainment take care of 
itself. Don Roth, the younger, has 
taken hold on the showmanship and 
has really endeavored to come up 
with some ideas. Has slimmed down 
the posts, which were formerly a ter- 
rific handicap, so that now they are 


not in the way much, and has stepped» 


up the quality of the food. This lat- 
ter was always a pretty tough obe 
stacle for most finicky Chicagoans. 

With the booking of the ‘Grand- 
father’s Follies’ unit the Blackhawk 
figures to get considerable word-of- 
mouth on the novelty angle. For the 
general mooch it’s a happy show, and 
for the youngsters who have heard 
about the Gay ’90s these last few 
years it figures as a chance to get a 
closer view of that era. 

Bandstand is decorated with an 
old-fashioned proscenium opening, to 
make a makeshift sort of a stage. 
There is a comic rollcurtain olio to 
the effect. It’s all good, 
clean fun for the most part, and 
mostly through the tireless efforts of 
one Harry Savoy, a vaude veteran 
who must get his laughs no matter 
where he finds an audience. Savoy 
works hard throughout the show, 
first as m.c., then as an actor in some 


| burlesque meller skits and finally on 


his own with his own standard com- 
edy. Without him there would hard- 
ly be a show at all. 

Production is credited having 
been devised and staged by Earl 
Leslie, who works in the show, with 
the dances and ensembles by Flora 
Duane, also in the troupe. First big 
number is a comedy parade number, 
burlesquing the various gay ’90s 
types, the Gibson Girl, the bustle 
gown, tandem bike, etc. Leslie and 
Miss Duane follow with an early 
vaude dancing routine. Then there 
are the singing waiters and, of 
course, the Floradora Sextet 

Comedy meller has its moments, 
because of Savoy's expert 
hokum clowning. Then follows the 
‘Walking in the Park’ and ‘Tell Me, 
Pretty Maiden’ numbers, and finally, 
from ’way back in vaudeville, the 

(Continued on page 44) 
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N Best Buy IN DETROIT 


Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession. 

Every room has combination tub and 
Shower, Reasonable-priced restaurant and 
eocktail bar, Completely rehabilitated 
throughout. Convenient to all booking 
offices and downtown district. 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Walker, 





Manager 


55 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit 


(Same management as Hotel 
Chicagoan, Chicago) 
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Philly AGVA Making Progress 


Under Mayo; Signs 7 Niteries 


|town top-notcher, is now being oper- 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 


The Philly local of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists appeared 
this week to be getting a new lease 
on life with the announcement of 
its newly-appointed executive sec- 
retary, Dick Mayo, that the union 
had concluded closed-shop contracts 
with seven niteries. 

AGVA has been in the midst of an 
internecine fight with its ex-biz 
agent Tom Kelly, who has revived 
the long defunct United Entertainers 
Assn. as a rival performers’ union. 
Nitery owners were hesitant about 
signing with either outfit while there 
remained two unions tn the field. 


Last month AGVA lined up or-. 
ganized labor through the Central | 


F % 
v~ 





Here We Go Again 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Montmartre nitery, which has had 
more tenants and changes of title 
than any other den in the einema 
colony, is about to get another dou- 
ble changeover. Spot has 
dubbed Rancho Grande by its new 
operators, Maurice Gebber, a furrier 
who dabbles in theatricals on the 
side, and Jan Rubini, violinist. West- 
ern barroom set used in Paramount’s 
‘Las Vegas Night’ has been installed. 


Rubini leads the orchestra of five 
pianos and a bass. 














Spokane. 


Von Herberg, Meyers Now| 


Feud With B way Strand Key to MCA 


Operating Seattle Nitery 
Seattle, Jan. 14. 
Von's Cafe, formerly Rippe’s, the 


ated by a showman, J. von Herberg, 
and a partner who knows the cafe 
business all the way, A. J. Meyers, 





for 15 years chef at Davenport hotel, | 


Cafe is newly refurbished. 





CIGGIES ARMY 


been | 





CAMP SHOW 
ON TOUR 





| F. & M. Loses Circus Suit 





Pressure on N. Y. Roxy to Establish 
Band Policy as Deliberate Opposition 








Los Angeles, Jan. 14 


U. S. District Court 
Fanchon & Marco a new trial of the 


| breach of contract suit in which the 
| Hagenbeck-Wallace Show Co. 


was 
awarded a verdict of $15,006 last 


month. 

Action dates back to the spring of 
1939, when F. & M. is alleged to have 
signed a contract to take over the 
circus for not less than five weeks, 





Fr’ 
» A 


| 
| 


| 


denied | 


A new slant on the tactics of 
Music Corp. of America in pressur- 
ing sales of bands to theatres was 
brought to attention last week, when 
it was learned that the agency had 
tried every approach possible to get 
the Roxy, New York, to establish a 
policy similar to that in effect at the 
Paramount and Strand on Broadway. 
Idea actually stemmed from MCA’s 
difficulties with WB’s Strand some 
months ago, when WB for a time 
barred MCA bands from all of its 
theatres because the agency sold 


: ; with options. The tour folded after | 2wWay the Orrin Tucker-Bonnie 
Labor Union and this support is be- ‘ , ene Pon Baker orch-singer combo to the 
ginning to break down the re- Arbitrati Bd U h ld The four-act show being booked | Paramount. and Horace Heidt’s band 
sistance of the cabaret owners. One | on . Pp olds | With various name bands into army | 


to Loew’s State, both houses opposi- 


of the first to sign with Mayo was | ha . pee : i : mgt dong 

: : . sg | ps, under Lucky Strike sponsor- | ion to the Strand. 
eee a ae bene | C ries Allen Pact With |ship, opened Saturday (11) at Ft. 3 L.A. Night Clubs Get From reports, MCA offered the 
a a a | Myer, Va. Thirteen dates have been Roxy all sorts of inducements and 
sylvania Cabaret Owners’ Assn. | , } 


With Hopkins in the fold, Mayo said 
he is confident most of the others in 
the association will sign up soon. 

The other spots to sign AGVA 
pacts were: Kaliner’s Rathskeller, the 
Club Bali, the Open Door Cafe, 
Mayo’s (no relation to biz agent), 
Di Pinto’s and the Lido Venice. 

The new exec-secretary has been 
local rep for the Theatre Authority. 
He replaced Jack Miller, who was 
transferred to AGVA’s theatre di- 
vision in New York. 

Mayo says that the dues-paying 
membership, which had dropped 
alarmingly following the ousting of 
Tom Kelly, was making a comeback. 
‘Our rolls have almost doubled in 
the past month,’ Mayo said. 

Meanwhile reports were current 
here that the State Department of 
Labor and Industry was investi- 





The Joint Standing Committee of 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists and the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. has upheld the contract 
|of Charles ANlen, New York agent, 
with C. C. Christensen, working as 
Chris Cross in vaude and niteries. 


cided that Christensen’s 
with Music Corp. of America is in- 
| valid and that MCA must give half 
of the fees it has earned from the 
act since last June 7 to Allen. 
voté by the joint committee was 
unanimous. 

Sitting in at the hearing were 
| Dewey Barto, president; Hoyt Had- 
| dock, executive secretary, and Mil- 
|dred Roth, counsel of AGVA; Sam 
Shayon, Lester Laden and Herman 


Criss Cross, Nixes MCA 


The | 


set, although performers 
tioned for a total of 52 weeks. Mu- 
sic Corp. of America is packaging 
the unit for Lord & Thomas, which 
handles the ciggie account. 

Acts are Jerry Lester, m.c.; Gali 
Gali, magician; Floria_ Vestoff, 
dancer, and Dean Janis, singer. Band 


are op- 





(18) and crews 
that depending upon their | 
proximity to the particular camp at 
the time. 


Band is cut into Lucky Strike’s 
‘Hit Parade’ for two numbers, the 
rest of the time backing the acts, 
which are not aired. Show is re- 
peated for the Coast at midnight, at 
which time the acts also repeat, as 
Army theatres in most cases are too 
small to hold the entire camp per- 


Booze License Nixes 
Qn Minor-Selling Rap 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Grandma looks so much like a 





; ,moppet these days, and vice versa, 
i with them for the preem was Eddy | 
At the same time, the committee de- | Duchin, with Tommy Dorsey set for 


contract | coming Saturday 


| after 


that dispensers of liquid sustenance 
don’t know whether to serve a bottle 
of milk or a whiskey sour. As a re- 
sult of this confusion, the Biltmore 
hotel, the Palladium Ballroom and 


the Riviera Country Club have been 
deprived of their liquor licenses for 
10 days. They were charged with 
serving strong drink to minors. 


The heaviest sufferer was the Bilt- | to bring opposition into line. 


more, which was knocked off for 
seven licenses, one for each bar. 
were suspended two 





| leader's 


concessions on bands to go into op- 
position with the now-established 
Paramount and _ Strand policies. 
Large house, controlled by 20th-Fox 
and booked by Fanchon & Marco, 
balked at the idea, however, stating 
that it was doing okay with its pres- 
entation shows. It did buy Kay 
Kyser’s orch, however, for one week 
to play concurrently with the band 
last picture, ‘You'll Find 


| Out’. 


MCA’s effort to get the Roxy to 
go into a band policy was somewhat 


| reminiscent of the old Keith-Albee 


| 


booking office tactics, when it would 


|either give another theatre operator 


concessions on acts and salaries, or 
even build a theatre itself. in order 
WB 


had barred MCA, and _ evidently 


| MCA didn’t like it. 


gating charges that the Entertain- | Citron, representing ARA, plus I. sonnel at one shot. Pell of violating the a eta Whether MCA had offered the 
ment Managers Assn. (bookers) was |Robert Broder, ARA’s. counsel. Sked for the tour is the Marine ing regulations involving six girls | ROxY cut-rates on bands cannot be 
conducting a ‘silent boycott’ of acts| Barto and Haddock were given! Base at Quantico, Va. Saturday ond a Sin Baron Long Rilt- learned. In both the Orrin Tucker- 
that worked for agents who did not | three votes to equalize AGVA’s rep- | (18); Ft. Dix, N. J., Jan. 25; Naval : hg ‘ : Bonnie Baker and Horace Heidt in- 


belong to the EMA. 
organization denied the accusation 


Officials of the ! 


resentation with the agents, but they 
also voted in favor of Allen. 


Training station, Newport, R. I, Feb. 
1; Camp Devens, Ayer, Mass., Feb. 


more operator, contended that the 
liquor was served by a temporary 
waiter. 


cidents with the Strand, MCA sold 
e’m away to the opposition after the 


Performers who allegedly have been Allen’s contract with Christensen 8: Ft. Meade, Md., Feb. i: 6B. Crineibiatads te t th WB house had been dickering for 
discriminated against have been’ suns to March 11, 1943. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Feb. 22; Bil ons! psy me on ccc i © some time. First MCA claimed WB 
questioned by Anthony J. Sharkey, (eae eiecsiliananabinliitliiescoeiioin Ft. Hamilton, Brooklyn, March 1; ee eee honest | failed to come through with its 

»me i f the *° e, e |Naval Air. station, Norfolk, Va., ‘ servic Ss, 2ST | : ; : A 
ee ee ee Bronchitis Shelves Mitzi yore; ¢: Camp Upton, Yaphank, L. | Mistakes out of the 10,000,000 people | Promise to play ‘All This, and Heaven 


Mayo said that he would take no 
sides in the dispute as long as no 
AGVA member was ‘hurt.’ 


‘The EMA has assured me,’ said 


Mayo, ‘that all AGVA contracts are | 


being honored. That’s all I’m con- 


cerned with.’ 


DANCER GETS $9,500 





Mitzi Mayfair was forced to can- 
cel her scheduled appearance at the 
Paramount, New York, opening to- 
day (Wed.). 
|. Bronchitis was the cause. 





FOR LOSS OF LEG 





Detroit, Jan. 14. 

Destruction of 16-year-old Jane 
Smith’s career as a dancer was .ap- 
praised at $9,500 by Recorder’s Judge 
John V. Brennan here. The girl 
brought suit against the-owners of a 
car which pinned her against a 
building and forced the subsequent 
amputation of her right leg. 

She originally had filed suit for 
$50,000, saying that was the normal 
expectation of what she would earn 
as a dancer. 


Philly Stork Club 
Must Drop That Tag 








An inspired attempt to undermine Dewey | 
Barto as president of the American Guild of 


| marine 


| 
' 


I., March 15; U. S. Naval Training 
station, Great Lakes, Il., March 22; 
Ft. Jay, N. Y., March 29, and Sub- | 
Base, New London, Conn., 
April 5. 





AN ACTOR’S ACTOR 


AGVA. 


Variety Artists is under way. With one of the 


parties in the movement the very same who 
himself provided a perfumed chapter in the 
investigation of the American Federation of 
If nothing else, Hoyt Haddock has 
chosen a very strange bedfellow. 


Actors. 


signaling the gun turret. 


bad light. 


Either directly, or via a stooge, Haddock is 
: Thus 
strike at the Michigan, Detroit, on New Year's 
| Eve, which was a sad mistake on the part of | 
| Haddock and Les Goldin, AGVA’s Detroit lo- | 
cal head, was twisted around to put Barto ina 
Actually, Barto countermanded a 
strike order by Haddock to Goldin (at Goldin’s 


patriotic in his 


| bought a desk 


Haddock’s far- 


Barto’s mode 
nition that he has been both conscientious and 


served since repeal makes this pen- |} 


alty seem severe,’ declared Long. 


The Hollywood Plaza hotel was | 
handed a 10-day lay-off on a charge | 


| of keeping its bar open after 2 a.m. 





from-shimmering career with 


sty may have prevented recog- 


concern for AGVA’s future. A 


working actor (‘Hellzapoppin’), he has given 
nearly all of his spare time to AGVA; he 


out of his own money and in- 


stalled an extra phone in AGVA’s office, for 


that near- 
erratic element 


AGVA. 


ment in all the 


which he personally pays the bills, and by be- | 
ing constantly on the job managed to offset the | 


which too long had control of 


He won the confidence of the theatre 
operators and he, not Haddock, was primarily 
instrumental in getting the guild shop agree- 


N. Y. vaudfilmers. 





| last 


| 
i 
| 
| 


(Bette Davis-Charles Boyer) 
with Tucker-Baker; second, the State 
offered Heidt more coin. 


CHI AGVA SETTING 
B. & K., NITERY DEALS 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists office here continues active 
under the new regime headed by 
Jack Irving. Some half-dozen more 
niteries were brought into the fold 
week, with a like number 
scheduled to be signatured within 
the next few days. 

Also on the fire is an agreement 
with the Balaban & Katz circuit. 
Several preliminary discussions have 
already been held and it is indicated 
that an AGVA committee and B.&K. 
execs will settle final clauses in the 
contract some time this week. 











Loew’s 0.0.5 Dante Magic 
Show as Vaude Unit 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14 behest) that put AGVA in the light of trying Distinctly different is Haddock’s record.| Loew's is considering condensation 
J * « . . . a <i A d - ‘ : - x 0 T an We a . c _ ° ee 
Federal Judge Guy Bard on Wed- to pressure the Michigan theatre operators. Haddock has constantly fostered and pro nt gp a -~ og X. 60 
nesdey (8) issued an injunction tected the ‘wrong people’ in AGVA; he be-| WOU vane unit 2Or uns houses 
ordering Albert Marcus, local night | ; , . fete. when magician’s current tour of the 
club : t t ‘aaa ' the | came executive secretary of AGVA_ when legit spot ends in couple of months 
hu ase Ss 1e ; E - eae 2 p ssapea | , 

“Stork ‘Club’ for his N atte y $1Z ) in the Detroit sit- | AGVA’s financial condition was good, but now | At least that much was indicated last 
name ‘Stork Club’ for his North No matter how sized up, int g 


Broad street spot. Suit was brought 


uation Barto was acting in the interest of ac- 


it is very bad; he has not been instrumental in| Week when Loew's sent Mike Cullen, 








| 
{ 




















ot. ; > ‘ : ; ; district manager, to Pittsb : Th 
in the U. S. District Court by Sher-| ;5+¢ rather than in the interest of a porters effecting one important agreement between the full-length rt agg a app 
Club pong a ngs rigged of big yin union. Also, with Haddock having been shorn AGVA and an employer ; his knowledge of the report back on its possibilities. ae 
y ) - . . ° . m4 r > Tv , 4 : 
cnitien rein ag Becca of his powers weeks ago, he was acting with- show business is virtually nil, and this is prob- Understood Loew’s interest was i 
This is the second case of this kind| out authority of AGVA’s national board or | ably most important for those interested in a oe man at oe ae of ee 
sect : B Ring | au i ; ; P : 1 se 5 eet... . | biz Dante is doing on the road. is 
' sang here. Two years ag ‘rub executive committee in ordering such drastic | show business union, lshow. ‘Sim Sala tien? has several 
; ar sut was ins 7 . er Sas aetneneniead ' he ah wage 
oy a eee ae er ae aor support of a non-affiliated union. It’s also sig- | | weeks remaining in legit spots and 
@ similar nome charging ‘pirating. nificant that both the musicians and stagehands | Haddock has not fooled Barto and Haddock) won't be available until middle of 
i The Court also granted the Gotham unions had refused to strike pending mediation knows ‘this. Without outside interference it | March at least. 
group an injunction in that case. of the porters’ dispute with the theatre. | would have been merely a survival of the fit-| 
| | rie “ = agg dhe sega | as the. Daniels Adds Spokane 
™ " > associated Actors and Artistes of America} p 
Plettinger Quits Nitery las aded blicitv on his activities | must take notice that Haddock has gained a/! ee ae 
New Orleans. Jan. 14. Barto has evadec pu icity On nl cael l ine a ax , n , ad ICK aS fal < Joe Daniels reports addition of 
George Plettinger, manager of the| in and for AGVA. Now, when it appears as | crony who was more than just a disinterested post street theatre, Spokane, to his 
French Quarter’s swankiest nitery,, though it may soon be a question whether he | observer in the AFA mess. he payroll ac- northwest vaude time, opening Jan. 
the Casino Royale, has resigned to! or non-actor Haddock is to hold the confidence | counts of AFA proved that, and it’s currently 31 ey using five acts, three days | 
return to his post as manager of the “37 2? . ; tlhet c} 1lc a strange OS itic n for one Ne Cz ] e” > weekly. ; 
Seat Gidenen Adkatic cok. of AGVA’s membership, the spotlight hase ae + ee positio f on w I a | the Four The spot pleas eciae te seca 
: A big hike in salary lured him be thrown on the little acrobat’s’ excellent AS sorts of choice names when it gave days a week, split, if business is 
beshe ' work for the organization, and also perhaps on| Ralph Whitehead the boot. ' okay. 
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Larry Sunbrock Leaves Lot of Unpaid 


Bills as Thrill Show Scrams Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 


When Larry Sunbrock departed 
for Tulsa, Okla., his next stand, 
after playing his west-coast or- 
ganized ‘Hollywood ‘Thrill Show,’ 
combining circus, daredevil thrill 
stunts and rodeo features, at the 
Municipal Auditorium here _ for 
eight days, he left numerous irate 


creditors holding the sack for thou- 
sands of dollars of unpaid bills. 
Show, which Sunbrock claimed 
drew 105,604 and 109,501 paid ad- 
missions in Detroit and St. Louis, 
respectively, was a big fiasco here. 


It grossed $15,511 against its esti- 
mated $24,000 ‘nut,’ leaving Sun- 
brock approximately $9,000 in the 


red. 


Sunbrock came to town about a 
week before the show and appar- 
ently was flush with cash which he 
spent in prodigal fashion. It was 
estimated that he paid out $6,000 for 
advance newspaper, radio and other 
advertising, besides contracting for 
a great additional amount for which 
he still owes. The belief here is that 
he was well cleaned when he shook 
the dust of Minneapolis, but he at 
least held out enough to transport 
the troupe of several hundred peo- 
ple and many animals to Tulsa. 
Some of the live stock was attached 
here and there was even a threat 
that a midget rough-riding per- 
former, recuperating from injuries 
in a local hospital, also would be 
attached. 


Programs selling for a dime con- 
tained the ‘who’s who’ on Sunbrock. 
It said he ‘conceived, produced and 
exploits the show’ and calls him ‘the 
only showman in the business today 
who can truthfully be advertised as 
a triple-threat showman. 


He also acted as m.c. for the per- 
formance here, handling the mike 
throughout. The _ show, 
numbers listed on the program, ran 
three hours without an intermission. 
An advertised ice show never ma- 
terialized. 

One funny angle was the disposi- 
tion of the huge amount of dirt, clay, 
tanbark and sand covering the Audi- 
torium’s huge floor. Unknown to 
local unions, the Sunbrook cowboys 


with 56) 


{the Auditorium. 
Was 


But when the show 
than three Min- 
the building main- 
employees, vehicle loaders 
drivers—reached the 
each insisted that it 
must be employed to remove the 
dirt. A torrid squabble ensued, but 
before it reached a decision Sun- 
brock had beat it out of town. 
George Adams, Auditorium man- 
ager, then decided that each of the 
unions would share equally in the 
work, the cost of which would be 
defrayed by the city. This satis- 
fied all concerned. 


B. & K. SETS NAMES 
FOR 2 CHI HOUSES 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Nate Platt, Balaban & Ratz book- 


ng manager, has set a flock of names 


ed — 


over no less 
neapolis unions 
tenance 
and general 
scene and 


for the Chicago and State-Lake thea- 
tres Friday (17) comes the Ray | 
Noble orchestra, followed by the 


Felix Ferry Must Stand 
Trial in Actor’s 


Felix Ferry must stand triai on a 
$3,375 suit against him by Glen K. 
Pope, actor, according to a decision 
made Wednesday (8) by 
Louis A. Valente in the N. Y 
| preme court. The court ruled that 
an issue exists as to whether a nitery 
show put on by Ferry in London was 
the same as given in Monte Cario 
and Paris, and denied a plea for 
summary judgment. 

Pope claims he was hired by Ferry 
in 1934 at $225 weekly for a show 
to be given in Monte Carlo, and 
then for the run of the show in Eu- 
rope. After the Paris run he was 
let out and he seeks is salary of 
$225 weekly for a 15-week run at 
the Grosvenor House, London. Ferry 
claims Pope was engaged by the So- 
ciete des Bains de Mer and it, 
he, is responsible for any breach. 
| He also claims that under 
tract Pope could have been let out on 
/one week's notice, limiting his claim 
to $225. 


CORIO STRIPS RECORD 
IN BALTO, TOPS $11,000 


Baltimore, Jan. 14. 
Ann Corio hung up a 10-year 
| record at the Gayety here last week, 


Suit 


Justice | 
su- | 


not | 


the con- | 














Night 


BLACKHAWK, CHI 





ragtime wedding, with 
few changes. 

Show figures to keep the custom- 
ers in the mood. It marks an 
tempt to give ’em something besides 
the regular setup of nitery acts, and 
for that reason merits every break. 

After quite an absence, Ted Fio- 
Rito is back with his orchestra. For 

| many years Fio-Rito has been among 
| the top orchestra leaders of the coun- 
try, and he is particularly liked in 
Chicago. His present aggregation is 
excellent throughout, with a wealth 
of melody and a fine style. Fio-Rito 
himself works diligently and does a 
walloping job of playing the show. 
Gold. 


remarkably 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
| | 


Minneapolis, Jan. 11. 
Carlos Molina Orch (15), 
Noval, Tony Marks and Co. (2), 
Diane Denise, Pierre and Renee, Vir- 
ginia Stanford, Arthur Murray 
| Dancers (2). 
| Everything about this entertain- 
| ment layout exudes the class which 


C lub Reviews 


Continued from page 42 


at- | 


Ramon 


——— ___ 














,; that do not detract from that reputa- 
| tion—the Versailles has been going 
| a little more afield for talent, having 
played numerous personalities that 
are somewhat of the old vaudeville 
school. There is no reason why 
Robinson, long a two-a-day head- 
liner, should be any exception in the 
search for valuable talent. 


He is and has always been a fine 
performer. Making himself at home 
here, he was a heavy hit on his 
opening show Friday night (10) at 
10 o'clock, when caught. There are 
three shows nightly, the last at 
around 2 or 2:30 a.m. 

Robinson is not doing much talk. 
A few opening cracks lead him into 
song, then into a tap dance, a couple 
of gags topping the session. For his 
symphony _ soft-shoe number the 
musical accompaniment here open- 
ing night by the Nicholas D’Amico 
band did not appear to lend as 
much effect as it might have. For 
the rest of the show accompaniment, 
however, D’Amico’s unit does okay. 

In doing ‘Down Argentine Way,’ 
from the 20th-Fox picture of the 
same name, Robinson throws in 
some of that buzzing with his lips, 
like bees, as he used in vaudeville 
from away back when. A tap dance 


| tops this and for the signoff he does 


‘Folies Bergere,’ Artie Shaw’s band, , drawing a smash gross indicated at| befits a presentation in the town’s | 


,Gene Krupa orch and the Andrews 
Sisters. On Feb. 14 the headliner 
will be Phil Spitalny’s all-girl band, 
foHowed by the Orrin Tucker orch. 
Next Friday (17) the State-Lake 
will have Lou Holtz plus some 
| Coasters including Wendy Barrie, 
Arline Judge, Lola Lane. Cab Callo- 
way’s band comes in for week of 
Jan. 24 and the following week 
brings back Sally Rand to the town 
in which she started seven years ago. 


Raid 3 Wichita Spots 

Wichita, Kas., Jan. 14. 
| Law enforcement officers led by 
two agents from attorney-general’s 
office at Topeka seized liquor and 
gambling equipment in three night 
clubs here last week (8). One place 
raided was the Canyons, swankiest 

; night club here. 
Nine employees 





of place, raided 


early in evening, were booked at 
county jail. 
Other two. clubs, Chesterfield, 


north of city, and New Moon, in 





| over $11,000. Nearest figure was this 
| past New Year's week, which, with 
| midnight shows included, reached an 
| estimated $8,000. 

Burley biz has been exceptionally 
| Strong in town this season, with 
| booming payrolls in wide and va- 
| ried defense projects located here a 
| contributing factc . 


N.Y. CAFE SETTLES ON PAY 
But 


| Hurricane Coin-Embarrassed, 
Talent Gets Salaries After Delay 











Hurricane, New York nitery, had 


some financial embarrassment last 
week and the talent was asked to 
wait for their salaries. By the end 


of the week, according to reports, all 
payments had been made in full. 


Hurricane, which has Mario op- 
erating with backing from George 


Raft, among others, has been stench- 
| bombed at least twice in recent 
weeks. Last such happened New 
| Year’s Eve, 
| Labor trouble is said to be the rea- 














and roustabouts loaded the stuff into 


The DeMarcos 


World Famous 
Dance Team a 










mney THE dark raw winter months when work is 3 


twice as hard and when 
lowest, we wouldn’t dare’ go 
sunbaths,”’ say the DeMarcos, 


You see, a few minutes a day under the healthful tonic rays 
of a Hanovia Home Sun Lamp give your body the “‘lift”’ it 4. 
needs after long, late hours of tiring entertainment. They 
help build up your vital energy and pep... area big help in 


restoring your normal healthy 
But just any sun lamp won't 


best—Hanovia! It’s the on/y lamp that brings you all 12 effective 
bands of ultra-violet... substantially more healthful rays 


than any other make. 


Follow the DeMarcos’ advice! Get a Hanovia Home Sun 


town, were small places. 


son for the stenchings. 
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physical resistance is at its 
without our daily Hanovia 


1. Hanovia with tts pure 


all twelve effective 
bands of ultraviolet. 


Scientific design, 
tested and proven for 
35 years in world-wide 
markets. 


Hanovta’s famous 
quarts mercury are 
tube assures superior 
performance; pro- 
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duces more beneficial st Prices from 
ultra-violet. g $59.50 F.0.B. 
Hanovia lamps have @ rt Convenient 
LONGER EFFECTIVE ; budget 
LIFE. terms if 
Hanovia Alpine Sun desired 


appearance, too. s. 
do all this, so insist on the 


for 


let, ‘ 
In The Sun.” 


Lamp. You'll be amazed at the wonders it will do for you. 


HANOVIA ALPINE HOME SUN LAMP § 


See Hanovia Lamps at department, electric and medical stores and our showrooms. 


HANOVIA 2%, 


NEW YORK 
155 W. 57th St 


CHICAGO 
77 East Lake St 


DETROIT 


Mfg. Co. 


BOSION 
543 Boytston St 


Lamps are 
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Your Place 


SAN FRANCISCO 
455 Powell St 
PHILADELPHIA 

1924 Chestnut St 


NEWARK 
N.J.R.R Ave. & Chestnut St 
CANADA 
86 Bloor St. West, Toronto 
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|swankiest night spot. The policy 
|here is a maximum of good dance 
music and a comparatively small 
amount of floor show, but ail of the 
| latter is tops in quality, and none of 


the essentials is absent currently. 
The floor entertainment, always 
comprising a _ terpsichorean team, 


one or two singers and a single nov- 
elty act, provides a brief but pleas- 
ant interlude. 


The Molina rhumba_ orchestra, 
which played an Orpheum date here 
some months ago, is an out-and-out 
|; dance band ‘which entirely eschews 
|novelty, giving forth a brand of 
| music that enhances the dancers’ en- 
| joyment. 
well as the South American brand, 
are handled with skill by the musi- 
cians, 

Ramon Noval, the band’s singer, is 
adept of voice and his Latin-Ameri- 
can contributions score 

Tony Marks is a highly polished 
sleight-of-hand artist. A -young 
woman assists. Diane Denise sings 
most of her numbers in Spanish. She 
has both charm and vocal ability. 


Playing a_ return 
| Pierre and Renee Charise are among 
|the topflight ballroom teams that 
| have graced the Terrace floor. 
Sanford gives character 
|analyses at the tables and the two 
| Arthur Murray dancers teach the 
latest steps. Rees. 





| VERSAILLES, N. Y. 
| 


Bill Robinson, Peggy Fears, Nicho- 
las D’Amico Orch, Panchito Rhumba 
Orch, 





| Of Broadway, the old two-a-day, 
picture theatre stages and Holly- 
| wood, Bill Robinson sets something 
of a precedent by going over to the 
east side and into the snooty Ver- 
sailles. He’s the first colored star 
to crash the upper-crust of the 
nitery belt, lying on the east side of 
| Fifth avenue. Though it retains its 
| highly formal dignity—and prices 


an eccentric tapping routine to ‘Still 
of the Night.’ On his opening per- 
formance here’ Friday’ evening 
Robinson virtually stopped the show 
and could have done more. He did 
15 minutes. 


Peggy Fears is a holdover. On 
Robinson's preem she did five num- 
bers. Her opener isn’t so good, her 
second better and the third, ’Last 


| Time I Saw Paris,’ excellent as she 


sells it. Her routine also includes an 
effective arrangement of ‘Falling in 
Love With Love.’ 


Both D’Amico and _ Panchito’s 


;rhumba crew play the dance rhythms 


| neatly, 


Regular pop numbers, as | 


engagement, 


Vir- | 


alternating at that chore. 
They're holdovers. Char, 
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NAME BANDS AS 
WHITE PLAINS 
REOPENER 


Tommy Dorsey’s band and a group 
of supporting acts not yet selected 
will reopen and 
evening shows at the County Cen- 
White Plains, 

Jimmy Evans, 





Sunday matinee 


ter, 
(19). operator of 
similar policies at the Arena, New 
Haven, Conn., Waterbury, 
and Worcester, Mass., has 
over the 5,000 seat building for the 
one day each week. He nosed out 
Al and Belle Dow and Max Richards 
for the franchise. 

Show will be split, a local band 
led by Phil Napoleon playing be- 
hind the seven or eight, acts and 
Dorsey's band filling an hour or 
more on its own. Performances will 
be given at 3 and 8:30 p.m. at prices 
ranging from 40c-55c for matinees 
and 55c-99c evenings. Benny Good- 
man’s band is set for the week fol- 
lowing and Sammy Kaye Feb. 2. 


Conn., 





Bustanoby Sues Partners 


For 1006 Because of ‘Lies’. 


A suit by Jacques’ Bustanoby 
restaurateur, against Anthony O., R. 
Baldridge, William T. Dingler and 
Jean Abandonce for $100,000 was re- 
vealed thursday (9) in N. Y. supreme 
court when Justice Charles B. Mc- 
Laughlin ordered the 
before trial of Baldridge. The latter 
owns the controlling interest in the 


stock of the Cafe des Gourmets, Inc.., | 


148 East 56th street, N. Y., of which 
Bustanoby is president, Dingler is an 
officer and Abandonce was chef. 

Bustanoby claims the restaurant 
was opened in December, 1939, and 
that he lent his name to the organ- 
ization. The defendants have been 
trying to remove him as president 
and have been trying to destroy his 
reputation by telling lies about him, 
he claims. A counter suit for $52,025 
charges Bustanoby with failure to 
exercise care in the management, 
failure to supervise, serving poor 
food and liquor and losing patrons 
thereby, being guilty of bad manners, 
using corporation money for his own 
expenses, borrowing from employees, 
etc, 


N. Y., Sunday | 


taken | 


examination 


‘Green Loses Booze 


License for 2d Time 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 


Bill Green, owner of town’s most | 


successfui roadhouse, lost his booze 
| license yesterday (13) for the second 
time in as many years. This time, 


| State Liquor Control Board meted | Once a year Mrs. Morris holds a 


|; Out a 60-day suspension on charges 


| of selling drinks to minors, to which | 


Green entered-*no-defense couple of 
weeks ago. Although he hadn’t said 
so early this morning, it was be- 
lieved Green would pay the $600 
| fine, at the rate of $10 a day, in lieu 
of having permit lifted for two- 
month period. 





| Camp 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, Jan. 14. 
The ever-welcome annual banquet 


was held at the William 
Intermission, 


Morris 
sponsored by 


} 
| 


| 


‘Mother’ Morris for the benefit of the | 
ailing artists of the Actors Colony. | 


blowout for the gang of the Colony, 
a thrill that lingers with the gang 
till the next banquet is due. Not a 
thing is overlooked—music and en- 
tertainment, games and what have 
you. The outstanding feature of the 


| banquet was the Scotch shortbread | 


In 1939, Green paid a $900 fine | 


| when -kis license was suspended on 


| a similar charge. The current sus- | 
|}pension was the outgrowth of a 
|radio and ‘open investigation’ by 


| state liquor agents “at Green's Route 
| 51 spot more than six months ago. 





Stripper Escapes Death 
When Suiciding Pitt Cop 
Starts Shooting Wildly 
Rose La ide ce seas 


Ed Schaffer, manager of Casino, lo- 
cal peel wheel emporium, both had 





day night (7) when a police lieute- 
nant went berserk in front of the 
| theatre, shooting wildly up 
|down the street before finally tak- 
|ing his own life. Officer was John 
| Kennington, 42, who had been in- 
|side the Casino only a minute before 
| to watch a couple of film shorts be- 
| tween stage performances. 
Kennington came out of Casino 
|without talking to John Hickey, 
|}doorman and an old acquaintance 
who had previously been on the city 
detective force, immediately pulled 
out his service gun and warned the 
crowd to stand back. Then he began 
shooting. One shot missed Miss La 
Rose by a few inches. She was just 
about to go into the stage door after 
having dinner at a nearby cafe, and 
ducked into a doorway for cover. 
Another shot shattered a glass door 
of the theatre and narrowly missed 
striking Schaffer when he ran out 
of his office to investigate. 

| Then Kennington turned the wea- 
pon on himself, pumping two bullets 
into his head. He had been in ill 
health and was a minor shell-shock 
victim of the last war, having under- 
gone treatment several times at the 
| Veterans’ Hospital in Aspinwall. 
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a close brush with death last Tues- | 
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IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION TO 


MR. JOHN ROY 


PERSONAL 


MANAGEMENT 


SCHEUING & BLANK, INC. 


580 Fifth Ave. 


New York City 


sent to Mrs. Morris direct 
Scotland by Sir Harry Lauder. 
usual, 


from 
As 
the cooking was under the 


watchful eye of Aunt Ella Berlin- 
hoff. 

New Year outdoor exercise okays 
go to Paul Sorkin, John Hawkins, 
Martha Gill, Iris Gabrielle and John 
Eaton, while Dickie Moore gets out 
of bed for breakfast for first time 
in nearly five years. 

Tim Doherty, a former connection 
of the Paramount theatre, Boston is 
a newcomer at the Will Rogers. His 
son, Chester, was at one time con- 


nected with a New York City dance | 


studio and his 
hear from him. 

Real New Year comebacks have 
been made by Mickey O'Shea and 
Seymore Grill. 


dad would like to 


$125,000 IN PHILLY 


| could not be filled, Pete Tyrell, man- 


Donald Wayne, an ozoner of the | 


Will Rogers, just returned from a 
big-town vacash. 


Write to those who are ill. 


| bill at house since Sept., 1939. 


| ‘Iee Follies of 1941’ left here Satur- 


“ICE FOLLIES’ GETS TOP 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
day (11) after ringing up highest 
gross in rink history here. In 10 
days, the show netted $125,000, with 
attendance of 62,700. 


Because of demand for tickets that 


ager of the Arena, has booked the 
show for a return engagement for 
six days. 





Ted Weems orch and show booked 
in week of Jan. 31 on stage of Loew's 
Broad, Columbus. This is first flesh 
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA 


This Is Our 33rd Consecutive Year 
on Tour and It Is Gratifying to 
Find Theatre Owners So Anxious 
| and Ready to Play the A. B. 
Return En- 
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flash showmanship but makes up for 
j}that considerably with satisfactory 
baritone pipes. 


STRAND, N. Y. STATE, N. Y. 








Harriet Hoctor twith! 


Sammy Kaye Orch with Tommy Lead-off turn is Billy Van, young Five Elgins, ith 
Ryan Charlie Wilson. Arthur hoofer with a good chance for bi gel Rollo Pickert and Billie Worth, Gus 
Wright Dienmeke Brown. Three things. Has a nice way of worki Van, Johnnie (Scat) _ Davis Orch 
Kadets: Dacita and the Cheena de Lester Ohman and his marionets go with Earl Randall. Verne Wilcox, 
Simone Dancers (7), Three Arnolds, °¥°' |“ ell here, with marionets + bl Nick Harper, Julie Sherwin; Ruby 
George Prentice; ‘Four Mothers’ | ns something of a vaude fad  Zwerling Ss pit orch, Third Finger;, 

WB) F these days. Andrews Trio are three Left Hand’ (M-G) 

. : {men with amplified, steel guitars ne 
iene laying a series of pop and semi- oe 

Otherwise mild hour of entertain- louie tunes. They At in well and The State tcc ang with ‘ — 
ment is hypoed into a sock by are playable almost anywhere, and Stage show currently, Peis te =" | 
Sammy Kaye's ‘So You Wanna Lead would be especially at home on the Cause Johnnie (Sc at) I avis is as 
a Band’ session. Stunt of having family stages much a socko stage ee sonality et he 
member of the audience come up Wally Brown is no new hand at i — . orld get ing 
and take a try with the baton is cgmedy, He’s been around a long so ton , er el command, but | 
getting its initial trial on a New time, but his work at the State-Lake = = th sang al and spades 
York stage with excellent results. this week indicates that he ready |.’ “on athe og 5 pa 
Kaye inaugurated the idea at the|for the real big break. He has a a yr —o siete Sobek sah tree 
Hotel Commodore, N. Y., last win-' screw-ball manner of working which . cthe el 9 Hi rriet Hoctor 
ter and has been reaping a neat ruined this audience, and he could acts Ee — ari : lg , om i 
harvest with it there and on the road have stayed on all night with his and the juggling Five Eigins, anc 


well-playing, well-rounded layout is 
a natural result. A well-filled house | 
opening night (Thursday) was prop- | 
erly appreciative of the high-grade 
talent. 

Davis, out of a welter of wooden- 
faced bandleaders whose talent is 
chiefly in their arrangers, appears 
like a Godsend to vaudfilm theatre 
operators. He is something like 
spontaneous combustion on an audi- 
and 


semi-double talk style and occasional 
gags. The act is still Brown and 
Ames, with the tiny femme partner 
adding nicely to the general tempo 
and looks of the act. 

Business was bang-up at the sup- 
per show Saturday (11). Gold. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


ever since. 

Scheme combines all the ordinary 
advantages of audience participation 
with an interesting and laugh-pro- 
voking appeal to the spectators. De- 
sire to wand a band seems to be uni- 
versal and giving the public a chance 
to take the spot in front of a top 
name outfit has a solid basis. 

Major defect of the scheme as it’s 
the 





currently being presented at ee ence, with an infectious grin 
Strand is the manner ;. —? Larry Clinton Orch (16) with chubby physique adding to his geen 
choosing the ake gage De : "gees Terry Allen, Peggy Mann, Jimmy °° # Weuenperes —_ r jor oe ae 
them appear too 0 pvietsly ey Curry, Butch Stone: Gray Family around front for ee bs ryt 
stooges. Actually they vag = ore (6), Lewis and Ames, Barry Wood,| “"° play nage Ag warty go ho ve 
ly that. Kaye chooses us pe p Shorts and Newsreels. in spots a la the Mi t Britton gang. : 
from letters written in and then Proof of the pudding was Davis 
spots them in the house. That's ' show-stop opening night on _ his 
probably a necessity for getting! Bit shorter than usual, the 80-  gravel-throated vocalizing of ‘Short- 
amateur batoneers who are sure, minute running time here this week enin’ Bread,’ ‘Baby Won't You Please | 


laugh-getters or offer some other ap-| offers a layout that’s inconsistent. 
peal. However, Kaye should be con-/} Quartet of turns booked to supple- 
siderably more careful in endeavor-| ment Larry Clinton’s band is none 
ing to create the impression that he!too strong right down the line, in- 
actually is picking people at random cluding Barry Wood, singer who's 
from the house, or else openly admit, | making p.a.’s on the strength of his 
as he does in doing the stint on the |‘Hit Parade’ rep. Show would be 
air, that the participants are chosen! much better if condensed. Gray 
by the letters they write to him. |Family and Lewis and Ames turns 
Kaye's particularly adept at hand-/are stretched too far. However, if | 
ling the would-be’s to get maximuM they were cut, the shorter running 
human interest results. time would be considerablly out of 
Remainder of Kaye’s 


Come Home,’ ‘I Can’t Give You Any- | 
thing But Love’ and still another en- | 
core before the audience would let 
him get away. He also has some ex- | 
cellent specialists. Verne Wilcox | 
_does a great one and one-half minute 
‘contortion-acrobatic routine; Earl | 
Randall (trombonist) sings ‘We|} 
Three’ nicely; Nick Harper (violin-| . 
ist) ¢ets a semi-comedy chance and | 
'gets over, and Julie Sherwin is a/| 
shoeless hip-swinger with an Hawai- | 
ian war chant, Davis using her rou- 


portion of | proportion with what the Flatbush 


| thé Earle is hogged by the female of | 


the Strand show is principally| layouts usually consume, an hour tine as a springboard for a laugh. 
marked by the variety of vocal and a half. The Five Elgins’ standard hat jug- | 
talent—all male. Virtually half the! Clinton's group holds the show to- Sling is the show’s okay opener, with | 


Harriet Hoctor, whose expert ballet 
work has added class to vaudeville 


talent at doubling from 
What’s badly | 


band shows 


gether despite the fact his routining 
the stand to the mike. 


cries aloud for something new in 


needed, however, is a femme tO) material. Offering Clinton hit melo- for @ number of years, deucing and 
break up the procession of males. In-| dies of the past is okay, but the also clicking. She's got Rollo Pick- 
cluded in the latter coterie are tunes he uses and has been using Tt. a good hoofer, working with 
Tommy Ryan, overdoing it a bit On for some time on stage appearances Billie Worth to spell her toe routines 


the crooner side, although"apparently have been supplanted by newer and allow for costume 


a strong appealer for the high school | more timely writings. For instance Pickert was originally supposed to 
trade; Charlie Wilson, who does the pandleader recently recorded W0'k with his wife, Verna, but she 
‘Pretty Baby’ in okay style; Arthur | excerpts from Tschalkowsky’s ‘Nut- | “45 stricken with sopend icitis. An- 
Wright. who exhibs a pleasing tenor cracker Suite’ and a couple of jump other appendix casualty Scheduled 
in ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’; Jimmie originals which could easily be sub- for this show was Donnette DeLys, 
Brown, who _ jives ‘Five O'Clock | stituted for ‘Study in Surrealism,’ actonatic dancer, P -aags a a 
Whistle’ and ‘Montague the Terrific’; ete, ‘Dipsy Doodle’ and ‘My Reverie’ placed by Miss Wilcox with Davis 
and the Three Kadets, a combination | are enough to spotlight the leader's O'Ch. Still another dropout, which 
of harmonizers. Kaye’s warblers, past made it virtually an epidemic, was 
as a whole, suffer from careless dic- a ; 7 ,._ | Carl Emmy, whose dogs sent an_in- 
tion which makes it difficult to un-| , OUtfit starts out with ‘Toselli’s | vitation to a vet a couple of days 


’ 


Serenade,’ then shifts to background- 
ing Terry Allen’s neat vocalizing of 
‘Our Love Affair,’ ‘Only Forever’ and 
'the new piece used, an attractive 


before opening day. 

Gus Van is, per usual, solid in 
next-to-closins with his character 
songs. He’s reminding the audience 


the 
the 


derstand the words. Part of 
difficulty, however, may be in 
Strand’s amplifying system. 


changes. | 


we ke id pap prs ln gon ‘Bolero in Blue.” Jimmy Curry, of the fact that he was once a trol- 

aahay them are Dacita and the from the trombone section, comes ley motorman in Brooklyn, and pos- | 
among mm StS sels 4 "| later with deadpanned comedy mon- | sibly because the newer generation 
Cheena de Simone Dancers. Lengthy 


tag covers femme shim-shammer of olog and a slow tempoed version of might not remember him, he’s not 
5 \ . -< c = 


‘ , 
Well, All Right.’ That and original | tipping é s Jat artner, Joe 
unique ability and three boys and) yj. i0¢ fey 8 ed a tipping off that his late partner, J 
. Pe. yrics fitted to a familiar melody are | Schenck, was a conductor on the 
three gals who do a conga routine. | ,;; 70. ; . ; ; , ‘ 
Rs 5 ‘ nt things he’s been doing right along, same line. With Miss Hoctor plus 
Latter’s more or less standard, but) +,, “—mey get him off to good re ae came an ll Gamenele’ tt 
Dacita certainly is not. Dressed in A & oA MEMOLS oR Se Berewwm, | 


a@tion, however. Clinton’s m.c.’ing like a chunk out of the Palace. 

has become much more smooth and Scho. 
assured, but he still hurries through 
announcements. | 


an attractive, long, white dress, she 
makes strange things happen under 
its pleats. Finale is a pip, with the 
lights all down except a spot from 


. . b 
the foots sending a giant siadow up Peggy Mann, band’s vocalist, is a KEI I H S BOS I ON 
+ - e | 
on the backdrop as the gal does some | disappointment. Her lyricing of | ee 
yor sa? « ‘ al o. © 
of the lowest-down shoulder shaking — Love’ and ‘We Three’ is weak Boston. Jan. 9 
i j | Impression gather is at ball: . > as tens 
seen in a long time. cae ak Sane chet eX. ge ramen John Kirby Orch (6) and Maxine 
Three Arnolds are two guys anda ; 7° “ging a ie 4 - : - ng, Sullivan, Marty May, Yoyo, Nash 
WE i i ) u iro ) ront , * he: : = 
c wno umbdD E QO § ouiae . “4 - and £vans, oooIns Hros, and iviarge; 
al wi tumble and do shoulder}. % - . are E Robt B 1 Marge; 
clothes Clashes with her golde n-col red . 


work in dress 
unusually 


stands. Men ; ‘Give Us Wings’ (U) 
and the gal attractive for 80wn and the Ipillading. t gives her sa : 


7 aaa i aa aid ies. | 8 hard appearance. Butch Ston e’s | P = 
Turn’. co A gp core Tir Bo aa iT new with the Clinton band, having |. | Here x fig good ma e oa sop. Big 
ing out the lineup is George Prentice shifted from Jack Teagarden. His hacer Ag — Sullivan, singing 
with a Punch and Judy outfit. These comedy vocals and jitterbug terps, | ‘}°™ — stinne - ne — ody — wet 
things seem never to fail to draw| Of an excellent variety, are a gre: at ag So ie eee y montage Page ; 
chuckles from at least part of the help to the stage work of the band. Be igen & ila a al on 
audience, and Prentice is an expert, Gray Family of five girls and a Sper te yore . Hes — N “yy te ‘m 
so results again are okay. Herb. boy are attractive and hoof well | ey ener. oe ae 

RIA |enough, but seemingly endess com-|"!S_ Yo-yo and top juggling slick, 
binations of twos and threes. out of — and clever but the surprise 
STATE- LAKE, CHI | the six, in company with the unison 4° ish AP inne ig hs sliding 
tapping, etc., of the full group, adds COW", Dac <ward , On a rope from 

up to too much. Vocals by two , *@8e to balcony, has ’em gasping. 


The John Kirby band, also debut- 


Chicago, Jan 1. femmes of ‘Dipsy Doodle,’ a solo). 7) to. © . F 
Gray Gordon ht 5) sith Ree shot at ‘Loch Lomond’ and a trio Wor a aN rd yP. oth. ‘tt a 
redith Blake, Art Perry; Billy Van,| Singing a cowboy chant space the |.q hopin Mint ued Waltz rp gy: ney 
Andrews Trio, Lester Ohman, Brown | 4ance routines. ‘Down On the Di ate is ‘about the 
and proded ‘Here Comes the Navy’ Lewis and Ames are also victims best bet in its routine, and it 
(WB). of too much time After a weak | serves well to show off the ace clari- 
a start they roll along with increasing net playing of Buster Bailey. The 
This is the first invasion of the effectiveness, then suddenly begin to drummer, unbilled. also rips off some 
nidwest by the Gray Gordon or- slow down. It’s pretty tough keep- solid breaks. A special nod goes 
chestra, but from business appear- jing an audience in a receptive mood | to the pianist, also unmentioned in 
ances it’s indicative that Gordon’s for 10 or 15 minutes with punch the billing. Kirby, waving the baton, 
music and reputation have preceded | lines alone, even at the pushover should unlimber a bit. 
him to this territory. For many of Flatbush. They’ re appreciated, how- Sliding into the background, the 
ao ee ee ee ever. se = = Miss Sullivan with 
is theme song é@ nee, suggesting — ’ P , inesse when s co so 3 
not only that they knew all about Barry Wood's stage deportment songs that Bicse the show. "She is 


needs attention. His announcemerts, 
vocaling and talk to the audience 
all have a false note. His entire at- 


the orchestra, but liked its music. 
There was every reason why they 
should like it. The orchestra is solid 


of course, different from the stand- 
ard swing singers, and this audience 
was more entranced than stirred to 


s 7 me 9) > , > 

throughout, with a powerful founda- prive-red may best be explained by the ‘cheering, and she only got a wild 
tion of good instrumentation and ex- studied nonchalance_ of a kerchief reception when they knew she was 
cellent arrangements. dangling in debonair fashion half through for the evening. A para- 

Gordon looks good not only as Out of his dinner jacket breast phrase of ‘Sylvia,’ ‘an Irish tune, 
baton-waver ‘but as m.c. Band is on Pocket. Hit Parade’ radio show and ‘Molly Malone,’ and her famous ‘Loch 
the stage throughout, and in addition | vaudeville are two different me- J omond’ are all beautifully and deli- 
to coming through with a series of diums. His vocaling of ‘Great Day,’ cately sung in subtle sw ng. 
fine straight musical numbers, is a ‘Nightingale Sang in_ Berkeley Marty May delivers his usually 
real asset by playing the show with Square, ‘Last Time I Saw Paris,” suave and amusing comic stint in the 
bang-up competence. America I Love You’ ‘heralded as four spot, embellished by hekum 

Singers with the band are tricky his first Victor record out this week), fiddling. A doggerel piece anent 
little Meredi*a Blake, a gal despite interpolated with ‘God Bless Amer- panties on a clothes line is not up 
the moniker, who scored easily with ica, and ‘Down Argentina Way’ to his par, but otherwise he gives 
this mob with her pop vocals, and| range between good and average almost complete satisfaction. May 


hicky Art Perry who isn’t much on | Wood. is funny im his casual way, handles | 


| had a happy thought when they bor- 


| himself expertly and is a deft timer. 
|He leaves the audience hungry. 
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EARLE, WASH. _ 


Nash and Evans, deuce, register Washington, Jan. 11. 


well with their rope tricks and ec-| Ray Kinney Orch featuring Me Ye 
centric dancing. Nash in his chatter| mo Holt, Leimomi Wood, George 
solo and Miss Evans in a control | Kainapau and the Three Aloha 
dance-rope twirling single get good | Maids; Knight Sisters;.Bob Dupont 


attention. Robbins Bros. and Marge 
deliver a flashy exhibition of acro- 
batics and tumbling, but all lacked 
verve when caught. Marge’s high 
kick-acro solo is okay. Fox. 


‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par), 


House spent a little time staging 
| this one and result was worth the 
effort. Effect is to blend the two regu. 
lar vaude acts to the Hawaiian 


motif rather than, as usual, pushing 
EARLE, PHILLY the native mood into conventional 
channels. Knight Sisters, one of 


————_. 


whom works barefoot like the hula 


Philadelphia, Jan. 10. als, fit into the atmosphere per- 


Phil Spitalny Orch (22) with| fact] 
_ . ectly and even Bob Dupont, with a 
Evelyn, Mary McLanahan, Rosa} 
| Linda and Lola, Catherine, Three | lei around his neek, might be a sailor 


| On leave off a freighter. 


Little Words, Ellen Mitchell, June | Whe . 
+ ae Fh eid ther or not the Honolulu 
Lorraine, Vivien, Johnny McCoy;| chamber of Commerce promoted it 
Je or not, the start and finish is a neat 





plug for Hawaiian weather. House 
lights suddenly go down after pit 
| overture, band launches into ‘Stormy 
Weather’ and it begins to rain cats 
and dogs on the scrim. As latter 
goes up Ray Kinney’s orch goes into 
its dreamy theme, pit band fades out, 
a rainbow appears on backdrop and 
clouds float across the sky above 
palm trees. Having the orch strun 
|} out a single curve around sides oo 
back of stage, on raised platform, 
also gets away from the conventional 
rectangular band set. 

After a native Land number, four 
barefoot gals who have been lolling 
about in cellophane grass skirts step 
up for slow, perfectly ecsordinated 
group hula as Kinney warbles ‘Sing 
a Hula Song’ and ‘Brown Girl. 


‘Maisie Was a Lady’ (M-QG). | 

Except for one male interloper and | 
Phil Spitalny himself, the stage at | 
the species. 4nd they give a swell | 
accounting of themselves, paced ex- 
cellently by their showmanly maes- 
tro, 

The aggregation is versatile, able 
to give out with hotcha and classical 
with equal ease. Voices are well- 
blended while the gals make an eye- 
filling sight, being tastefully dressed. 

After a couple of introductory 
numbers in which Mary McLanahan 
is featured at the traps, the gal glee 
club swings into action with ‘Ten- 
nessee Fish Fry,’ with Ellen Mitchell 
leading. Miss Mitchell and the cho- 
rus then give a stirring rendition of 


| Schubert's ‘Ave Maria,’ backed by | Knight Sisters, two young. pretty 
solos from harp, violin and twin) brunettes in brief pink satin cos- 
pianos of Rosa Linda and Lola. tumes, follow with acrobatic ballet. 

Johnny McCoy, lonesome male on | Neither the shoeless gal, who gets 


the bill, is youthful, goodlooking and 
a talented hoofer. 

With the lights turned low, Spital- 
ny’s gals go into Ravel's ‘Bolero.’ 
Then fronted by Evelyn and her 
‘magic violin,’ they play novel ar- 
rangements of ‘Breeze and I’ and 
‘lll Never Smile Again,’ both en- 
thusiastically received. 

Band then goes into novelty bits, 
with ‘Three Little Words’ giving out 


lifted, nor the other, who does the 
hoisting, look like athetes, and by 
working standard ballroom lifts inci- 
dental to extremely smooth unison 
stuff they click solidly. 

Kinney, who does a smart straight 
emcee job throughout, and George 
Kainapau, orch vocalist, take it next 
for duets of ‘Beautiful Kanana’ and 
‘Sweet Leilani. With Kinney doing 
the melody and Kainapau the fal- 





with medley of ‘Sweet Adeline,’ | setto breaks, they pack a lilting, sen- 
‘Tavern in Our Town’ and ‘Man on | timental, strictly Hawaiian wallop 
the Flying Trapeze.’ June Lorraine | that’s tops. Next comes Meymo Holt, 
is her usual click with impersona- | who delivers show's best straight 
tions, her best being takeoffs on | hula. telling stories with her hands 
Edward G. Robinson, Gracie Allen |as Kinney warbles ‘Beautiful Hula 


Hands.’ Laimomo Woods follows in 

Finale has Vivien, a blonde looker | long kimona-like costume with dope 
with a soprano voice, singing the | hat for two hula parodies,” getting 
Bell Song’ from ‘Lakme,’ then wrap- | Plenty of giggles via concentrated 
| hip-wiggling interludes. 


and Charles Laughton. 


ping up the 55-minute proceedings i . 
with ‘God Bless America’ while a! Dupont gets closing spot for his 
figure of Uncle Sam is flashed on the juggling of tennis balls, including 


the delaved catches. and the Indian 
club biz. He’s surefire as ever. All 
return to stage for war chant finale, 
Kinney working spoken farewell-io- 
the-islands, scrim comes down and 
TOWER K. +a pit band picks up the ‘Stormy 
’ Weather’ theme again 
” Biz good at show caught. 
Kansas City, Jan. 11. 

Frank Evers and Dolores, Simp- HIPP, BALTO 
son’s Humanettes, Billy Farrell _ 
Lucie, Leste ear an - 
Lucie, Lester Harding, Mynear ar Sclehiniininn: hs ie 

Lew Parker and Sid Gold, Collette 


backdrop. 
Biz at show caught 
noon) was bullish. 


(Fri. 


after- 
Shal. 





Craig. 





Kline, House Lane, Herb Six House 
Orch; ‘Michael Shayne, Detective 


(20th). | Lyons, Stump and Stumpy, Lester 
meciiaae | Cole and His Debutantes (6), Phil 
| Lampkin House Orch (14); ‘Kitty 


The producers of the Tower stage 


Foyle’ KO). 
ll, Barney Joffee and Frank Tracy, oyle’ (RKO) 


Originally booked in for two weeks 
to accompany planned screen portion 


rowed big top methods for this 45- 


minute revue, ‘Circus Daze.’ Not the ‘ ; 

least of the success of the neat pack- | of ‘Arizona’ (Col), this layout will 
leas SU s © | ‘ileal . tanz y “On~ 
age is the midway barker, complete | T@™a'n but one stanza due to con 
with derby and cane, as done by | tinued good biz chalked up by cur- 
, ¥ ‘ e ’ ° - “Wr: ? . , 2 > 
Lester Harding, the regular house | rent “Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). held over 
m.c., who gets the show off in snappy | for a total of 16 days. Of necessity 
form. Half the job is done right | brief in playing time, layout moves 
there, and the main job of the rest along rather well, paced smoothly by 

%- >Y ms ra ,i¢ ve yf 

of the show is to hold the pace set | V¢w, Parker, a perennial repeat in 
at opening. This is fairly well car- this house and always good for fair- 
ried out and the show stacks as one | ish response. Eschewing the former 


complement of 
ing only Sid Gold for a spot 
ing that registers rather well. 
Following a snappy overture by 
Phil Lampkin and the augmented pit 


stooges, he is carrye 


of the best offerings here and a good | 
of clown- 


way to start the new year. 
With Barker Harding’s soap box- 
ing, the linegiris take over the task 


of providing the sideshows includ- |crew brought onstage for effective 
ing Hawaiian dancers, Loretta, the | musical background throughout, Par- 
snake charmer, India rubber girls,|,er starts matters with 


quickly 
Stump and Stumpy. Contrastingly 
bearded lady. This starts things | cjzeq quo of sepian jive hoofers 
favorably and sets the stage for a| whack out some funny business high- 
raga 3 by Frank —— with | lighted by legit tapping by smaller 
olore l 2ati Ss dancing , Pegi 7 ' 
ee, air feature Gancing OM | of team and comic panto stuff and 
the wire with a toe-stand and a grass mugging by the taller. Lads work 
rirt seam _ y ] i ire Sa 5 if we ° rT ‘ 
kirt number by Dolores and wire and stay on just long enough to 


Zulu, the African native girl and the 


fast 


taps by Evers. They got a big hand. | score solidly 

Right behind come Carl Simpson| Some impressions of various eaters 
and his missus with a marionet of- by Parker follows, after which he 
fering of jitterbugs, African natives, | brings on Collette Lyons for some 
skaters and the inevitable skeletons. | patter and a brace of vocals. Blonde 
Their marionets as such are out-| gives out with ‘They Call It Conga’ 





standing, but their manipulation and 
animation can take a lesson from 
other similar acts seen here recently. 


Line returns to reel off acrobatics 


and a vocal wrapped around a tipsy 
dame at a tea party. 

Bringing down a jam combo from 
the orch, Parker rings in Sid Gold 
to the ringmaster’s whip-cracking by for a bit of funny panto and ‘Tiger 
way of introducing Donna Jean My- | Rag,’ after which Gold does an im- 
near and Mary Louise Kline in an| Pression of a plane. Rather mean- 
acro turn. Winners of the house | Ingless vocal by Parker follows. 
weekly amateur contest, their work Closing slot is left to Lester Cole 
is smooth and rates modest profes- and His Debutantes, an eye-filling 
sional work. Harding contributes ‘I | Sextet of femme vocalists who back 
Hear a Rhapsody’ as his singing bit, | UP the singer effectively. Does ‘A 
but his m.c. work is much the best | Pretty Girl’ and ‘I’ve Got Rhythm,’ 
this week. | followed by a medley of Victor Her- 

Final standard act is Billy Farrell, | 0p appents pia Which @ neat version 
who mixes comedy chatter with a los here'll Alwavs Be An Er gland” 
pair of tap routines and has a nov- | °.?S°S matters for a_ bell- ringing 
alts : : series of curtains. Cole knows his 
elty- piece with his partner, Lucie, “ 


ravi ¢ + a 
in ‘mumbling and jumbling, a la Roy pie A oo nee and long exper 


singing combos has 
Atwell, the ‘English language. For | given him all the answers to what i 
— on bit the line does a clown | +,4,. is ant Gen” tes deinen 
lumber, | te ‘ ' s " loin 
iz i here a decided lift and would prove 
Biz is no more than average. an asset to any layout. 


Quin. Biz fairly good. Burm. 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. 
Ted Weems Orch (11), Perry 
Como, Marvel Maxwell, Elmo Tan- 
ner, Red Ingle, Orm Downes, Den- 
nett and Dae, Gene Sheldon with 
Lorraine Fischer, Mardoni; ‘South of 
Suez’ (WB). 


Frankly, it’s a pleasure to listen to 
a band again and not hear even as 
much as two bars from ‘Jeannie With 
the Light Brown Hair.’ 
the cash customers feel same way 
about it, judging by the way they 
exercised both their prerogatives and 
their palms at the getaway show this 
afternoon. Of course, fact that they 
were stage show-hungry may have 
had something to do with it, too. 
This is Stanley's first show in about 
six weeks and that comes under the 
heading of an event locally. 

On the whole, it’s pretty even band 
entertainment with few dull spots 
that keeps the Weems layout in its 
entirety from an unqualified A rat- 
ing. Maybe it’s because Weems has 
been content too much to stick with 
what he’s had the boys doing for 
years. Of course, the newer tunes 
ere all in his catalog and he does 
okay by them, but somebody should 


Obviously | 


{With a 


Stacy, one of the best swing pianists ! 
around. Scores with his own ‘Burn- 
ing Candle At Both Ends.’ 


Crosby then brings on the Three | 
Deans, tumblers garbed all-white 
and billed as from Ringling circus. 
Specialize in fast flips ending in 
hand-to-hand catches, nifty stuff, 
novel climax wherein all 


,three run up the side of a portable | 


wall for a 
spins. 
solidly. 
Band's femme soloist, Bonnie King, 
takes over to do ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris’ and encored with ‘Argentine 


rapid series of mid-air | 
Boys work at speed and land 


Way’ for excellent results. Band 
picks up the Latin motif with 


| ‘Frenesi,’ Crosby shaking the gourds, 


| thing else. 


tell Armo Tanner and Red Ingle to | 


look around for some new material. 
Tanner’s been whistling the same 
tunes for so many years people are 
liable to suspect now that they're in 
the public domain. Ingle is 
wise going under the theory that one 
good comedy gesture deserves a dec- 
ade’s run. However, mob liked ’em 
despite their sameness, so maybe 
they’re right at that. 


Anyway, Weems gets a lot of 
music, and good music, too, out of 
11 men. Band looks bigger on the 
stage because he has it stretched 
across the platform and keeps Tan- 
ner and Como, a¥:sough they’re not 
instrumentalists, in chairs to round 
out the picture. Maestro himself is 
acquiring more and more poise with 
each passing year, a far cry from 
those days when h_ seemed as un- 
comfortable out front as Fritzi Zivic 
in tails. Setup comprises three brass, 
four saxes, guitar, bass, piano and 
drums and Weems gets things off fast 
with his drummer boy doing his 
etuff. That’s followed by Dennett 
and Dae, boy and girl who are clean- 
looking kids and do some passable 
hoofing accompanied by duet drum- 
ticking across chairs, a la Jack 
Powell. Type of turn, however, that 
looks as if it belongs in a Major 
Bowes unit. 

Tanner takes over with his whist- 
ling turn, and band comes up with 
a corking ‘Glow Worm’ novelty in 
lights on a darkened stage, preceding 
Maroni. Latter’s a magician. He’s 
clever and his tricks are okay, par- 
ticularly those in which he uses aud- 


like- | 


turn being more of a filler than any- 
La Fons, acrobatic dance 
turn, are on next. Little gal takes a 
terrific tossing. 

Orch picks up again with ‘South 
Rampart Street Parade,’ creation of 
Ray Bauduc (drums) and Bob Hag- 
gart (bass), about as slick a piece 
of sizzling swing as ever emanated 
from a band, dressed up with neat 
solo interpolations, Three Debu- 
tramps step down next to do a gag 
fan dance which lands solidly, due 
largely to the fact the boys don't 
carry it too far, 


Crosby himself vocalizes ‘Only 
Forever’ and ‘Forget About Me,’ 
satisfactory. As an m.c., the maes- 


tro comes across as a shy, retiring 
personality. 

Probably the hottest jive ever cut 
loose on the Gate stage follows when 
the Bobcais, eight-piece combo, as- 
semble. Clarinet, trumpet, guitar, 
trombone, bass, box piano and spe- 
Cial set of traps get into a torrid 
bedlam which is enough to lift the 
customers out of their pews. 
‘Muggsy’ Spanier does everything 
but blow his brains out, with Baudue 
tearing himself to pieces on percus- 
sions, 

Further gag stuff encores, drums 
and bass doing a goofy version of 


i ‘Big Noise’ and Haggart starting a 


'weird bass 


sesh called ‘B Fiat.’ 
Funny biz climaxes with song rou- 
tines by Ducky Young, whose D. T. 
mugging would scare blazes out of 
an alcoholic. Encores with some top 
trumpet clowning for beg-off results. 
Shindig closes with mass renditiop of 
‘America, I Love You,’ during wffich 


| fluorescent lighting brings out sort of 


jence stooges, but he needs more pol- | 


ish himself and his chatter could be 
more glib. Doesn't use a mike and 
hollering to make himself audible 
in the 4,000-seat house is as much of 
a strain on the audience as it must 
be on his vocal equipment. 

Red Ingle’s comedy stuff follows, 
and Marvel Maxwell, Weems’ sat- 
urated femme vocalist, moves in to 
mop up with ‘Ferryboat Serenade,’ 
‘Scrub Me Mama With a Boogie Beat’ 


and ‘Rhumboogie.’ Weems had to 
say she'd be ba¢k later’ before 
crowd could let gal get away. That 
made a perfect spot for Gene Shel- 
don and his familiar pantomimic 
turn with his banjo. It’s an old act 
but a staple one and Sheldon keep 


adding just enough to give it a fresh 


edge. He’s assisted by stately-look- 
ing Lorraine Fischer, who is both 
decorative and helpful, and act 


proves a solid click from the outset. 

By this time, they’re waiting for 
Como, who hails from these parts 
and has quite a local following. Even 
without that, he’d still have the kind 
of a voice that would set well any- 
where, civic pride notwithstanding. 
Gave ’em ‘Trade Winds,’ ‘Maybe.’ 
‘Only Forever,’ ‘Old Gang of Mine’ 
and ‘We Three,’ with those balladeer- 


ing pipes of his and had ‘em oh 
ing and ah-ing. A mop-up and he 
eould have stuck around forever. As 
it was, Weems had to launch his 
finale, ‘America, I. Love You,’ with 
a vocal quartet, right in the middle 


of Como’s still booming applause. 
Cohen. 





GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 8. 

Bob Crosby Orch (15) featuring 
the Bob-O-Links (4), Bonnie King, 
Ray Bauduc, Bob Haggart, Muggsy 
Spanier, Jess Stacy, Eddie Miller, 
Ducky Young; the Three Deans, the 
La Fons (2); ‘Let's Make Music’ 
(RKO). 





Bob Crosby, whose band recently 
occupied the Peacock Court of Hotel 
Mark Hopkins, is back in town this 
week, this time in stage support of 
hig flick, ‘Let’s Make Music.’ Save 
for a couple of acts, including the 
inevitable acros, the Crosby aggre- 
gation shoulders the whole load, and 
well, too, regular house band and 
linegir's laying off this stanza. 

Curtains part to the strains of the 
Crosby themer, ‘Summertime.’ Leader 
sends the gang directly into a hot 
sesh of ‘Drummer Boy,’ with the 
Bob-O-Links down front on the vo- 
cals, which puts the customers In 
a proper lather for things to come, 


first of which is a snecialty by Jes 


a Star of Bethlehem effect on the 
music racks. 
Biz excellent at opening. Wern. 





LYRIC, INDPLS. | 


Indianapolis, Jan. 10. | 

Raymond Scott Orch, Clyde Burke, 

Jimmy Burns, Al Bernie, Masters 

and Rollins, Mary Pufflewell, Gloria 

Hart; ‘Michael Shayne, Private De- 
tective’ (WB). 


A new order of music was ushered 
into this town with the initial ap- 
pearance of Raymond Scott's or- 
chestra, consisting of four rhythm, 
three trumpet, four saxophone and 
two trumpets. Before, the house has 
played the entire category of swing 
bands, and while Scott caters con- 
siderably to the youthful preference, 
his musie is streamlined in that it 
is expertly arranged for melody. 

While this audience was probably 


more familiar with the performance 
of the Scott six-man ‘quintet,’ at- 
tendance at this show was tanta- 


mount to being witness to the in- 


creasing development of a band 


which the listener must have felt 

destined to become one of the 
leaders in modern music. While 
other acts lend lusire to the 68- 
minute running time, it’s the band 


itself which is drawing the patron- 


age, and it won a salvo on almost 
every tine as it ran through ‘18th 


Century Drawing Room’ to open, and | 
before the final curtain had played 
‘St. Louis Blues,’ ‘Whispering,’ ‘Night 
and Day,’ ‘Stardust’ and ‘War Dance | 
For Wooden Indians.’ 
The present quintet is brought up- 
With the 
band are two vocalists who help the 
general effect. Clyde Burke bari- 
tones ‘We Three,’ ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
Frenesli 


oc ec ~ gan * 1 ’ 
stage to do ‘Loch Lomo 


‘ 


and ‘I Surrender, Dear.’ 
Gloria Hart gives a_ personality 
interpretation to ‘Down Argentine 
Way,’ ‘Beat Me Daddy’ and- ‘Ma 
Another contribution from the band 
‘Tea For Two,’ done in modern 
rhythm by the electric guitarist 
Jimmy Burns sits with the band 
until his turn, when he steps down 
to go over with his eccentric tapping 
Masters and _ Rollins, who have 
played the house often, are back 
again with body contortions by the 


femme half of the team, and facial 
grimaces by the male member. 
They're an audience chuckler. 

Al Bernie is one of the better 
mimics to come this way. Without 
the use of prop hats or cigars used 
by the run of the mine, he manages 
to give a creditable impression of 
Charles Boyer, Edward G. Robinson 
and James Stewart. Also does radio 
announcers and finishes with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Willkie, which is | 
solid. 

Mary Pufflewell is the winner of 
the WFBM Talent Parade, and 
though she squirms while she does 


4 


it. her vocal rendition of ‘Now I 
Lay Me Down to Dream’ is well 
done. 


Traffie is steady and at third show 
opening day, Friday | 
ahout three-quarters 





but light on vocals. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Jan. 10, 

Will Bradley Orch (12), Rose- 
mary Lane, Chick and Lee, George 
Tapps, Ray McKinley, Freddie Slack, 
Lynn Gardner, Jimmy Valentine; 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). 

For his first stage showing in Buf- 
falo, Will Bradley has whipped up a 
flashy, fast - moving concoction, 
topped by the highly palatable Rose- 
mary Lane. for a presentation that’s 
distinctly on the lighter side. The 
sound appeal is all for the cats and 
rug-cutters, most of the musical of- 
ferings being in the swing idiom 
and drawing a vociferous reception. 
Likewise, the underlined talent, ex- 
cepting Miss Lane, is aimed at the 
midriff and draws the expected re- 
turns, 

Bradley is a presentable young 
maestro, displaying a flair for stand- 
ard band routines, but the general 
effectiveness of the ensemble for 
Stage show purposes is somewhat on 
the upbeat. However, the band’s 
business-suit afternoan dressing 
doesn't help much, being too drab 
for the Lane and general decor. 

Bradley, employs a dozen instru- 
ments besides his own _ tromb. 
Using three trumpets, three trombs, 


four saxes ‘(two alternating as clari- | 
nets),-guitar, bass piano and drums, | 


— 


the tonal effect is for the most part 
typically swing. The maestro car- 
ries the band opening on his slide 
horn and follows with a 
horn solo, repeating later 
Shubert’s ‘Serenade,’ schmaltzy. 
Jimmy Valentine is in for only one 
neat tenoring of ‘There I Go.’ 
George Tapps is an outside book- 
ing and has a big assignment, but 
comes within reach of the billing, 
‘America’s greatest tap dancer.’ 
Combination of his nifty Eton dress- 


ing and precise legmania is plenty | 


socko, followed by a Spanish two- 
step and an oldtime vaudeville tap, 
both of which rate him topnotch. 
Lynn Gardner, a new addition to 
the Bradley unit, chants ‘Down 
Argentine Way’ and ‘Fresh as a 
Daisy,’ the latter with vocal as- 
sistance from the ensemble. Both 
numbers should be sharpened up. 
Chick and Lee break up the run- 
off with their mike travesties and 
antics. Though the pace of their 
routine is leisurely and their comedy 
plenty corny, the payees didn’t seem 
to mind at all. The band contributes 


|its best work, ‘Beat Me Daddy,’ which 


fine show 
drums 


gives some 
McKinley's 
Slack’s piano. 

Miss Lane does several numbers, 
which even a throaty contralto, due 
to a bad cold, was unable to com- 
pletely deglamorize. Last seen here 
vith Fred Waring, she is 
solidly back in the groove. 
present makeup and 
however, are difficuit to 
with her more popular screen char- 
acterizations, and her fans would 
probably be less awed if she stuck 
more closely to her more simple film 
likenesses. ‘Only Forever’ serves to 
introduce her in likeable fashion, 


spots to Ray 
and Freddie 


Her 
costuming, 
reconcile 


after which she whams across a neat 
‘If I Could Make You Care’ Her 
‘Danny Boy’ in serious vein was re- 
spectfully easy ac- 


received, the 
ceptance of this and also of some of 
the band’s oldies seeming to empha- 
size that the public is listening again 
type of tune. Miss Lane 
begged off after ‘This Can’t Be Love,’ 
plugged for a community sing 
lu 


to this 


witn 


Some 


on] indifferent icce 
clowning patter with the maestro 
could be eliminated, but her neat 
and gracious curtain speech fur- 
nishes an effective tag for a swell 
eveful of personal appearance. 

Biz opening day (10) was spotty. 


Burton, 


Majestic, San Antonio 


San Antonio, Jan. 8. 
Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Folies Ber- 


gere with Wiere Bros (3), Senor 
Wences, Gloria Gilbert, Steve Geray, 
Three Martels and Mignon, Denas 
and Dubins, Lily Sandan, Karin 


Zozka, Emmet Casey. Nan Morriman, 
Myrtill, John Leopold, Hela Slavin- 
ska, Shou s (28), Ernest Hauser’s 
House Ba 1d (13) under direction of 
George Komaroff; ‘Maisie Was a 
Lady’ (M-G). 

That local theatregoers want stage 
hows is ¢ denced t he capacity 
crowds that are in atte ance at each 
of the four daily performances of the 
‘Folies Bergere.’ with even standing 
100m being at a premium at some 


show ings. 

Presentation is a flashy 65-minute 
revue, heavy on the comedy and 
dancing side, with a good musical 
score. excellent lighting and scenery 
All adds up to 


entertainment, though there’s a -ques- 


tion of its suitabilitv, in toto, for the 
family trade due to the undraped 
girls. Most of the girls’ costumes are 


in good taste, though. 


There are four big production 
numbers, each interspersed with a 
specialty Opening is ‘Un Souper 
aux Ambassadeurs’ (‘Supper at the 


Ambassador’). with John Leopold as 
m.c the showgirls, who 
in turn parade across the stage in the 


introducing 


latest fashions. Here also Nan Mor- 
Timan sings one of the several] vocal 
n'the revue while the line terps. 
J" « mnkec wey f an eccentric 


striking | 
with | 


again | 


| dance by Lily Sandan that goes over. | 
! 


Line comes back here for a French 
can-can. Karin Zozka follows with | 
| Russian steps for solid applause. 

In second production number, Em- 


met Casey warbles, in the back- 
ground, ‘Song of India,’ setting the 
jungle scene and the tiger 1unt. 


Highlighting are the Three Martels 
and Mignon, the Martels dressed as 
hunters who bring in the girl as a 
slain leopard hanging from a pole. 
Girl sheds costume and men toss her 
abovt, with climax 


being a one- 
handed catch of the girl by one of 
the Maoartels after being tossed into 


the air by the other two members. 
Steve Geray follows with several 
socko jnterpretations, the first being 
an impersonation of a broadcast of a 
prizefight between an Englishman 
and an Italian, with Geray portray- 
ing the Italian announcer and Leo- 
pold the English announcer. Comes 


back with impersonations of Hitlér 
that had this audience booing him 
from the start, so realistic was his 


makeup and mannerism. 

Adagio routine of Denas and Du- 
bins spotlight the ‘At the Bottom of 
the Sea’ number, with femme half 
emerging from a sea shell garbed in 
minimum of G-string. Senor Wences 
proves outstanding hit of show with 
his combo ventriloquism and jug- 
gling. 

Hela Slavinska leads the ballet in 
several intricate dances to make way 
for Gloria Gilbert, billed as the 
'‘human top.’ She twirls on her toes 
in the manner of a top. 

Comedy burden is carried by the 
three Weire Bros., who, with their 
trick hats, violins and songs, had to 
beg off. 

Finale brings entire cast on stage 
with a specialty dance by Myrtill. 

For the first time during their tour 
of Interstate houses’ throughout 
| Texas all the sets have been used. 
House orchestra is under the direc- 
tion of musical director of the com- 
pany, George Komaroff. 

Third show opening day, when 
caught, had a capacity audience. 

Andy. 
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Chicago, Jan. 11. 

A. B. Marcus Revue with Leon 
Miller, Harold Boyd and Jigsaws (4), 
Florence Hin Low, Jeanne Tulane, 
Taytons (2), Flagg and Arnold,} 
Sparky Kaye and Roland Romas, Hot | 
Cha San, Roberta Jonay, Ruth Dor- 
rell, Bob White, Marcus Ballet (24); 
‘Behind the News’ (Rep). | 


-_—_ -—— 


What’s remarkable about the A. B. 
Marcus show is the fact that it can 
go all over the world and do busi- 
ness anywhere. In his 33 years in 
show business Marcus has built one 
of the strongest trademarks in any 
|industry. There are few producers 
anywhere who have played as many 
towns and theatres all over the 
world, has had as many shows and 
who have played to as many people 
or vrossed as much money, There 
are bigger producers than Marcus, 
more glamorous producers, but there 
is not one who has been a fixture in 
show business so consistently. 


Currently, the show is tagged ‘Con- 
tinental Revue’ but that doesn’t mean 


anything. It’s the Marcus labe] that 
counts, and indications are that the 
Oriental will have one of its really 
walloping money sessions this week 
Show is typically Marcus Which 
neans plenty of people on the stage, 
the most lavish wardrobe’ and 
cenery in the unit field today and a 
pace that scoots the show along at @ 
great speed. One thing that all Mar- 
cus shows have is movement from 
one scene to anothe quick time 
Performers are not permitted to 
milk. As soon as one act is over, 
anotner Is on. 
On the show are some Marcus 
' veterans, and of these probably the 
best known is Leon Miller, who 
double as production assistant 
Miller-has been doing a history-of- 
dances turn for some time now and 
it still remains a worthwhile audi- 
ence routine. He scored neatiy here. 
Harold Boyd and the Jigsaws (4) 
have been with Marcus for several 
years and they are a standard com- 
edy knockabout act that is surefire 
Turn has encugh acti and move- 
ment to keep the audience always in 
terested and the comedy is iter- 
polated skillfully. Sparky Kaye is 
ther Marcus vet and his k com- 
edy is happy stuff fo st audi- 
ences Work ng wv th hin here .is 
Roland Romas and hbetween them 
they manage to smack Out a@ good 
number of laughs 
One of best control workers in 


vaude is Florence Hin Low. She’s 
getting to be a big girl but remains 
remarkably supple and effective with 
her contortion bits. Flagg and Arnold 
are two young men who make a neat 


appearance in their hand-to-hand 
work. They have a showmanlike 


way of working. 
Singers are Ruth Dorrell and Bob 


White, who lead a couple of produc- 
tion numbers. Hot Cha San in gold 
paint is the s.a. dancer. Roberta 


Jonay has a good toe dance number 
and the Taytons fill some good min- 
utes with ballroom dancing. 


Marcus line of girls works hard 
throughout the show and is okay in 
a perc imber, the opening Hi 
walian and closing conga turns. 

Gr d 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Lalage, The Martins (4), The 
Nonchalants (3), Harris, Claire & 
Shannon, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash 
House Orch; ‘Hudson’s Bay, re- 
viewed in Variety, Dec. 25, 40. 


This bill reflects the management's 
budgetitis, in view of its dependence 
on the Paul Muni name to draw the 
customers for ‘Hudson's Bay,’ but 
the skimping on the stage show coin 
is no disparagement upon the actual 
merit of the acts themselves. There's 
Single name in the 40-minute 
layout, and the general staging could 


not a 
mV a 


be considerably more brisk, but the 
talent is there. 

Setting the bill off on the right 
foot is Lalage, femme _ trapeze 


worker who indicates a circus past. 


Her turn is generally standard, but 
when she caps her session with 
more than 60 one-arm twists on the 


Single strand high up near the pros- 


cenium, it’s the cue for a general 
breakout of applause from _ the 
payees. 

Following are the even'y mixed 
quartet of The Martins, from Fred 
Allen’s radio program, and ihe ra- 
dio funster serves to intro the four 
via an offstage sound track. It sets 


their harmonizing of 
all of which is. pleasant 
e:ough, enhanced considerably by 
their looks and youthful sparkle. 
Their introduction of ‘Frenesi’ as the 
top song on the radio ‘Hit Parade’ 
points up the ASCAP-radio battle, 
since the tune is from the BMI cata- 
log, with the music war, of course, 
precluding the use on the air of any 
ASCAP tunes. 

The Nonchalants are a trio of male 
comedy acros, who are amusing 
enough with their preliminary antics 
and chatter before going into their 
peak three-high. Rounding out the 
layout of outside bookings are Har- 
ris. Claire and Shannon, two girls 
and a guy in a novelty ballroom turn 


up 


tunes, 


novelty 


that is distinguished by the male’s 
simultaneous and neat lifis of the 


two gals. The trio are given con- 
siderable backing in this by the Gae 
Foster Girls and some unbilled mal@ 
partners who segue into a routine in 
duplicate of that of the ballroom 
trio as the topner of the latter’s 
turn and the bill’s finale. 

Biz was just fair at the last stage 
show Thursday (9). Naka, 


GRAND CENTRAL, N.Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

President Roosevelt’s historie 
speech (Universal) on the state of 
the nation before the 77th Congress 
highlights this bill in the Grand Cen- 
tral station’s newsreel theatre. Close- 
ly behind is the original handling 
Paramount has given 1940 world 
events via animated drawings of 
leading newspaper cartoonist works 
of the past year. F.D.R.’s gongres- 
sional address gets full treatment by 
Universal, 

Par uses more than 20 outstanding 
cartoons, animating having been 
done at the Fleischer studios in Flor- 


ida. Included in list are top car- 
toon stories by Rube Goldberg of 
N. Y. Sun, Talburt of N. Y. World- 
Telegram, Jensen of Chicago Daily 
News, Lute Pease of Newark Evening 
News and Fitzpatrick of St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 

Shots from the war front and U.S 


national defense 
ons of 


OV 8) 


fill 
program. 


’ -¢ 1 ‘ 
& Trdaliway 


out otne!r iT- 
News of ay 


guns, small canal 


boat bridges built to carry tanks 
and other preparations by British 
that hint of invasion of the con- 


tinent this spring. Also planes em- 
ployed by Great Britain to protect 
against any Nazi invasion of the 
British Isles. Movietone has London 
honoring the Greek victories. Reel 
also includes clips of King George 
inspeeting ruins caused by Nazi 
bombers and the drive to collect 


crap iron for British munitions, 
British contingents driving through 


the desert are deftly covered by 
Paramount, outstanding being air 
views from an army plane illus- 
trating a typical attack on an Italian 


airport by a bomber. ‘Amei 
London. 


and 


cans in 
. ‘Paghe) brings PRen Lyon 
Bebe Daniels before the cam- 
era at a special war relie 


the British capital. Children’s 
Hour, from the same newsreel, is 
supposed to represent Lond d- 
dies relating a bedtime story while 
a night raid is in progress—extremely 
Stagey 

American recruits {n bayonet driil 


(Movietone), army units training on 
skis (News of Day), testing of new 
sub-machine gun (‘(U) and the freak 
landing of a navy bomber in Texas 
are best U. S. defense items. ‘Good 
Neighbor’ policv is represented by 
signaturing of $50,000,000 credit ex- 
tended to Argentina by Washington, 
a. <. 

News of Day and Paramount cover 
the debut of Alice Marble as pro 
tennis star, latter furnishing the best 
human interest treatment. Pub- 
licity plugs include Universal's close- 
ups of a reducing studio, a dog res- 
cuer at Miami (same ree!) and swim 
fans at the same Florida resort 
(Mov etone). 

‘Stranger Than Fiction’ (VU), ‘Diary 

f Racing Pigecn’ (WB) and ‘Puss 
the Boot’ (Metro) complete the 

Wear. 
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SAG Asks Equity to Declare Coast 


Theatres tres Playing Dirty Shows Unfair 





; 
Equity has been asked to declare | 


certain theatres in Los Angeles wn- 


fair because of salaciousness in ad- 
vertising, if not in performances. 
There has been a local campaign 
going on out there for some time, 
motivated by the church element. 





Saroyan Tries Out 
New Play on Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 





William Saroyan will break in his | 
In show circles there is a growing | "€¢W play, 


‘Across the Board on To- 


feeling that the agitation may spark Morrow Morning,’ at Pasadena Com- 


a new wave of censorship, not only 


applying to the stage but the screen. | 


It is a new problem facing Equity, 
at a time when there has been a 
complete lull in the affairs of the 
association. The suggestion came 
from the Screen Actors Guild, whose 
leaders say the situation is serious. 
Equity, however, will proceed rather 
cautiously, it is intimated, since 
such action could result in damage 
suits. 

Ordinarily Equity could take ac- 
tion by warning the players against 
appearing in salacious 





attractions, | 


but the Coast bunch that has been | 
dishing up the raw stuff is using | 


¥ Equity has jurisdic- | 
amateurs and Equity has no jurisdic \"Temple, N. ¥. There was threatened | 


tion over such performers. Plays 
being plugged by means of lurid 
outdoor paper and other advertising 
forms are principally ‘Desire Under 
the Elms’ and ‘White Cargo.’ 
Samples of the ‘publicity’ sent east 
bear out the coniention that the) 
amateurs are stepping over the 
mark. 
Amateurs Warned 

Recently SAG adopted a stringent 
regulation aimed at the raw show 
activity. 
that no player appearing in salacious 
shows can become a member of 
SAG. Aim of the resolution is to 
make it more difficult to cast the 
shows and it is the intention of the 
SAG leaders to insert a requirement | 
in their membership’ application 
forms that any person desiring to 
join must prove they never appeared 
in such shows. SAG, in presenting 
the situation to Equity, asserts that 


if the theatres were placed on the | 
unusual arrangement agreed on by 


would 
new 


unfair list it 
strengthen their 


not only 
regulations, 


/munity Playhouse Feb. 11. 
After two weeks run he will take 
the piece to New York. 





Moss Gives Blitzstein’s 
‘Answer’ Okay to Piay 
After Earlier Rumpus 





Something of a rumpus arose last 
week over Marc Blitzstein’s ‘No for 
an Answer,’ described as an opera 
performed without scenery to the 
score played on a piano at Mecca 


court action and it was claimed that 
License Commissioner Paul Moss 
was attempting censorship by re- 
fusing the house a license. This 
Moss insistently denied and proved 


| it by issuing a temporary permit for 


the second showing Sunday (12). 
Blitzstein had quite a time with 


| another of his musical oddities, ‘The 


} 


but would embarrass the managers | 


of the questioned shows. 
Equity’s council adopted a 


Tuesday 
similar 


resolution. Principal reason for SAG |; 


to step into the situation is the cen- 
sorship angle. 

Matter was also placed before the 
Dramatists Guild, 
out that the original scripts 
probably tampered with, permitting 
objectionable material in the per- 
formances. Guild did not regard the 


it being pointed | 
were | 


matter as within its activities and | 
replied it could not figure in the | 
campaign. 





SPRINGFIELD, MASS., 
GETS LEGIT SETUP 


Springfield, Mass., J 


Cradle Will Rock,’ about two years | 


ago. That one was put on by a 


New rule is to the effect | TOUP after being rejected by the 


WPA theatre project. Later it was 


tried commercially, but ended in the | 
red, Blitzstein and a similar group | 


thought ‘No’ would be okay for reg- 
ular showings, but general opinion 
| appears to be different. 

Blitzstein scheduled three Sunday 
nights for ‘No,’ two having been 
played and well enough patronized. 
Company, including ensemble, totals 
34 people, all appearing for the 
‘cause’ at minimum pay under an 


Equity. Each player receives one- 
eighth of $50 or $6.04 (less social 
security) for each performance, or 
a total of approximately $18.12 for 
the three times. However, 
were also given rehearsal 
the rate of $20 weekly. Just how 
much each got for rehearsals was 
not clear. 


Selwyn Wins Claim On 
Old Avery Hopwood Play 


Arch Selwyn & Co. and the 





| American Play Co., Inc., were re- 
‘turned the winners Friday (10) in 
the N. Y. supreme court in connec- 
tion with their suit against Holly- 
'wood Plays, Ine Justice Isidor 


an. 14. 
Touring Broadway shows, absent | 
for many years from this once- 
profitable road stand, will again 


play the Court Square theatre here 
beginning early next month. Revival 
is being effected by the Springfield 
Playgoers’ League, Inc., patterned 
after similar organizations in St. 
Louis and other midwestern cities. 
Announced that the group numbers 
more than 800 members from 
Springfield and such _ neighbor- 
ing towns as Amherst, Holyoke, 
Northampton, Westfield, Greenfield 
and as far away as Brattleboro, Vt. 
First show scheduled to play here 
is ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ booked for 
Feb. 5. Organization is also dicker- 
ing for appearances of the Original 
Ballet Russe, Alexander Woollcott’s 
*Man Who came to Dinner’ company, 
*The Little Foxes,” ‘DuBar~- Was a 
Lady,’ the Dorothy Gish company of 
‘Life with Father’ and the Lunts in 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ Court 
Square, operated by Loew’s, Boston, 
will be available for all the shows | 


Wasservogel awarded Selwyn $2,700 
on a claim for 50% of $6,500, and 
American Play $604. Defendant's 
counterclaim for 50% of $2,500 was 


| dismissed on its merits. 


Suit claimed that on June 2, 1915, 
Selwyn and Co. entered into a con- 
tract with Avery Hopwood for the 
rights to produce his play ‘Fair and 
Warmer.’ Selwyn was to receive 
50% from any film sale of the play. 
The defendant is the successor to 
Hopwood, and it is claimed that in 
December, 1936, it sold the rights to 
the play to a German film company 
for $6,500. The other plaintiff 


American Play Co., was to receive a 
percentage based on the rights of 
Selwyn. 

Claim of Hollywood Plays. which 


was based on the sale 
by Selwyn between 1919 and 1922 of 
another Hopwood play, ‘Our Little 
Wife,’ to Goldwyn Pictures Corp. for 
$2,500. 


was dismissed, 


through an agreement with E. M. $1, 137 orem Clips Tallulah 


Loew, the company’s president. 





Divorces Younger Golterman 
St. Louis, Jan. 14. 
Mrs. 
singer—wife of Edward Golterman, 
son of Guy Golterman, local grand 
opera impresario, was granted a di- 
vorce last week. She also was given 
custody of a one-year-old son and 
$6 per week for the baby’s support. 
She charged general indignities. 
The couple were married Dec. 20, 
1935, and separated last Oct. 
Golterman, who was formerly 
sociated with his father in 
presentation of the high brow 
is now employed by the city. 


as- 
the 
stuff, 


filed in Rockland County clerk’s office 
| against 
Maria Veronica Golterman, 


Nyack, Jan. 14. 
for $1,137 


A mechanic’s lien was 


Tallulah Bankhead in con- 


nection with a house in Mount Ivy 


| which the actress bought from Rollo 


| being done 


| Out. 


Peters, stage designer and producer, 
Several months ago, while work was 
on the structure, and 
with Miss Bankhead living in it, a 
fire of undetermined origin broke 
The house was ruined and the 


' actress had to leap out a second story 


window to save herself. 
David and Frank Miele, 

tors, claim they did work on recon- 

structing the house totalling $2,637, 


but were paid only $1,500. 


contrac- 


they | 
pay at. 


|PENNER’S DEATH CALLS 
"HALT TO ‘YOKEL’ TOUR 


Sudden death of Joe Penner in 





‘cancelling the road tour of ‘Yokel | 
| Boy’ in which he was starred. Com- 
| pany was brought back to New York | 
| the following day, also the costumes | 
‘and lighting equipment, but the set- 
tings were scrapped. As the show 
had been out two weeks, no addi- 
tional salaries were due the players. 


is believed to have worried the 
young comedian. Although business 
improved somewhat, it was reported 
| the closing notice would have been 
posted at the end of the Philly date. 

Road showing of ‘Yokel’ reunited 
‘Ray Henderson, Lew Brown and 
| Bobby Crawford, who _ published 
songs with Buddy DeSylva. Show 


Business had been away under ex- 
pectations and the slim attendance 


Better Grade of Shows Sparking N. Y. 


Legit As Season Nears Half-Way Mark 


| Philadelphia Friday (10) resulted in | 





Dennis King’s Philly Fold | 
Means Rebates in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 





all the way around last week when | 
Dennis King’s musical, ‘She Had to 
Say Yes,’ decided to fold up in Phila- 
delphia. 

Show had been booked here for 
current stanza and around $1,000 in 


mail order tickets had already been | more, 


land ‘Old Acquaintance,’ 


sold. 


| 





| was written and produced originally | 


by Brown and after a slow start at | 


the Majestic, N.Y., made a run of it, 
gross at one time climbing to around 
the $30,000 level, but it is question- 
able if the production coin was ever 
earned back. Proposed tour is said 
to have been backed by Sam Rosoff, 


subway builder, and cost of sending | 


it out was around $35,000. 

Crawford planed to the Coast 
Monday (13) for the Penner funeral. 
While in Hollywood he may arrange 
with writers and talent for a new 
musical to be produced in associa- 
tion with Henderson. 
mentioned in connection with the 
' planned new show. 

Further details on Penner in radio 
section. 


‘PEOPLE WAGE 
CUT REQUEST 
WITHDRAWN 


After making arrangements with 
|Equity for the right to cut salaries, 
the Theatre Alliance, a Hollywood 








group presenting ‘Meet The People’ | 


at the Mansfield, N. Y., decided to 
continue without making such a 


was learned that when cuts are 
made, players with run of the play 
contracts have the right to withdraw 
| upon two weeks notice. Known that 
| several in the ‘People’ cast received 
| other engagement offers, and Alli- 
'ance wants to hold the show 
as long as possible. 


intact 


For some reason ‘People’ 
been drawing the busin 
by the strength 
Evidently a 
opening on 
‘Pal Joey,’ 


has not 
ess warranted 
of performance. 
mistake was made in 
Christmas night against 
which drew the first- 
string critics. Notices of the second 
stringers were favorable enough, 
but evidently playgoers take only 
the first stringers’ opinions seriously. 

Although the N. Y. Times’ review- 
er liked ‘People,’ first stringer Brooks 


Atkinson also saw the show after the | 


town in his 
lauding the 


He went to 
Sunday (12) column, 
show and its people. Management is 
seeking to get other first-stringers 
to see the revue and, if similar follow 
ups are obtained, the Coast revue 
which had a 38-week run in Los 
Angeles, may make the grade on 
Broadway. 

‘The Flying Gerardos,’ Playhouses, 
and ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre, ap- 
plied for permission to cut salaries, 
with Equity assenting. In the cast of 
‘Belinda’ it was revealed that several 
salaries were increased after the 
show opened at the Belasco. Drama 
announced as ending Jan. 25 
but the management later stated the 
engagement would continue after 
that date 

‘Gerardos’ was 
ward Choate, 
W. A. Brady, 
himself out 


opening. 


was 


presented bv Ed- 
with the backing of 
but the latter declared 
after adverse 


Choate secured the support of Mar- | 


who is quaranteeing 
calaries and new contracts were 
sued. Title of the show may be 
changed to pelle Your Spangles On.’ 


Bailet Russe, $21,000 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 
Four performances of the Ballet 
Russe in three days in the opera 
house of the Municipal auditorium 
(10-12) grossed an estimated $21,000, 


cus Heiman, 





swell biz. This bettered last year’s 
take by an estimated $2,000. 
House was scaled to $2.50 and 


society turned out 


Brown is not | 


move. That was decided on when it | 


notices. | 


is- | 


Langner May Take Over 
Revised ‘Angels’, Hit By 
Hub Council As ‘Dir 


‘Battle of Angels,’ which starred 
Miriam Hopkins and which the Thea- 
tre Guild called in after two weeks 


in Boston, is not likely to reach the 

| boards again this season. Understood, 
however, that Lawrence Langner, a 
Guild director, believes the play has 
definite possibilities. With the script 
| revised, it is due to be tried out 
again at the County Playhouse, West- 
port, Conn., next summer. 

Langner formerly operated the 
Westport spot and intends renewing 
his summer activities there again, 
with the possibility that a new play 
will be tried out every third week. 











Actress Tells Off Hub Council 
Boston, Jan. 14. 
Miriam Hopkins who appeared 
here in ‘Battle of Angels’ by a new 
author, Tennessee Williams, had her 
say in an argument that emanated 
in the city council, where the play 
was regarded as off color. She agreed 
with the critics that maybe the play 
| was not so good, but denied it was 
| dirty. 
| Michael J. Ward, of the council, 
said the cops should shutter ‘Angels,’ 
| objecting to certain lines. 





with: ‘I think it would be a good 
|idea if the City Council were flung 
into your Boston harbor, the way the 
tea once was. If it was a dirty show 
I wouldn't be acting in it. The dirt 
is something in the minds of some 


people.’ 
Police head Joseph F. Timilty, who 
is a first-nighter, okayed ‘Angels.’ 


was reviewed by 
second-stringer 
is no kin of the 


Play favorably 
Alexander Williams, 
on the Herald. He 
author. 


Actors Fund Benefit 
Switches Date, House 


Date and house of the Actors Fund 
benefit performance have been 
switched to Jan. 26 (Sunday), at the 
Imperial, N. Y., although tickets had 
been issued for Jan. 27 at ° Win- 
ter Garden, Monday being available 
at that house because ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
plays on the Sabbath. Tickets for 
the Imperial will be sent out to 
those who had already subscribed. 

Benefit this 


sized aS a 


year will be empha- 
tribute to the late Dan 
Frohman, who headed the Fund for 
many years. Sunday was figured a 
better evening for the event because 





most of the major musicals do not 
play on that evening and it is ex- 
pected the performance will be 
strengthened by the appearance of 
featured players and ensembles from 
such shows, 
} 
Veronica Bankrupt 
| 

Veronica, Stage Costumes, Inc., 


filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in the N.Y. federal court 
| Monday (13), listing assets of $6,240 
'and liabilities of $34,261. 

| Among secured creditors are A. C. 
| Blumenthal, $2,450, on a_ loan; 
Jerome Kern, $2,450, the same; 
Dazian’s, $1,927, for goods delivered, 
and B. Ray McConnon, $5,000, on a 
loan. Debts due constitute the ma- 
jority of the assets, with $5,297 owed 
the bankrupt by three creditors; the 
Cotton Club, $1,134, the Cuban Vil- 
lage at the defunct World’s Fair, 
= — the Midsummer Nights 

am Corp., $1,500. 


oO 


Nixon theatre got it in the neck Friday (10). 





Broadway continues to be toned 
/up by the tardy arrival of successes 
after a long autumn and early win- 
j= period that saw few hits. Con- 
|ceded to be the funniest new show 
is ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which 
| opened to rave notices at the Fulton 
Incomers had been 
notably weak in the matter of 


|laughs, so the chances of ‘Lace’ are 


naturally upped. 
Also in the van of good things 


|that started with the coming of the 





holidays were ‘Pal Joey,’ Barry- 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore, 
Morosco, 
latter being selected to be shown in 
Washington Jan, 26 as a benefit for 


ie national infantile paralysis fund, 


here were, however, some in-be- 
| tweeners and three fast flops, latter 
being ‘The Lady Who Came to Stay,’ 
Ellictt, ‘Night of Love,’ Hudson, and 
First Stop to Heaven,’ Windsor. 


This week the most highly rated 


show out of town in years will ar- 


+ (16). 


rive with the opening of ‘Lady in 
the Dark’ at the Alvin Thursday 
Show broke the record at the 


'Colonial, Boston, at $3.30 top and it 


was claimed the new musical could 


| have remained four more weeks. 


/mount, while Metro backed 


|factor in both, but, 


Show is partially backed by Para- 
‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North,’ which opened Sunday 
(12) at the Belasco to friendly 
notices. Those shows should lead 
the way to further participation on 
Broadway by Hollywood regardless 
of the stalemate on the Dramatists 
Guild contract. 


Premiere By-play 


There was a short of checker play 
in the opening date swiiches of 
‘Lace’ and ‘North.’ Homicide is a 
although there 
is no other similarity except that 
both are comedies, each wanted to 
open first. After one switch, ‘Lace’ 
was dated to open Monday of this 
week, with ‘North’ slated for Tues- 
day. Latter show thereupon decided 
to premiere Sunday, with the mane 


|agement of ‘Lace’ beating that move 
|by ringing up last Friday. 


Quoted in | 
the dailies, Miss Hopkins came back | 


After trying out last summer 
‘North’ was the subject of contro- 
versy. Stage rights were held by 


| William Harris, Jr., who insisted that 


| New 


| 20-week tour starting Jan. 
| which 


the play be made more melodrama- 
tic than comic. Owen Davis, who 
dramatized the work, disagreed, in- 
sisting that the play should be 
primarily a comedy. Manager sent 
author a check for $100 monthly to 
hold his rights, Davis mailing them 
right back. Then Harris desisted 
and Metro became interested, back- 
ing the show and selecting Alfred 
de Liagre, Jr., to make the presenta- 
tion, 


Attendance 
Year's 


on Broadway after 
week stood up fairly 
well until Wednesday and Thursday 
last week. Only reason for the 
drop was ascribed to the prevalance 
of grippe. One agency reported 60 
ticket cancellations for one evening 


alone. Business for the final days, 
however, picked up, with strong 
takings reported almost all along 


the line. 


GALLO WANTS TO SUE 
W. DE BASIL AS WELL 


Fortuno Gallo has appealed to the 
N. Y. supreme court to allow him 
to add Wassily de Basil, ballet pro- 
ducer, as a defendant in connection 





with Gallo’s suit against Universal 
Art, Inc., World Art, Inc. Ballet 
Russe, Inc Russian Ballet, Inc.,, 


Julius Fleischmann, Sergei Denham, 
Rene Blum, S. Hurok and Hurok 
Attractions, Inc. Gallo seeks $51,500, 
representing 10% of the gross of the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, later 
merged with the defendants, on a 
3, 1938, in 
the plaintiff acted as tour 
manager. 

Gallo’s suit was dismissed by Jus- 
tice Samuel Hofstadter in N. Y. sue 
preme court in April, 1940, and at 
the present time is up on appeal. 
Gallo says he has been informed by 
the defendants that should he be 
successful in recovering a judgment 
against them he would have to cole 
lect from de Basil, as the producer 
has assumed liabilities of the de- 
fendants up to $2,500, as result of a 
deal he made with them. To avoid 
starting a separate suit, should the 
appeal be successful, Gallo is seeking 
to add de Basil to the original action 
} now. 
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ened by a couple of novelty curtain | abode after a day away, they decide Two Monktowners REO e . (Closed Saturday (11) after seven el a pre = B ha . — “ape 
calls. one of which involved hiring! © something to drink. Upon open- | .. as i « ionigge Piee Bor e Rapes wamton performances; printed for the rec- rr pose! vets i 3y then, Te of 
13 extras to emerge from their graves | !ng the liquor closet a body falls out. | Commissioner of Pu Satety.......... | ord.) ha 4 aoe a ann ues wed 
ee ee ee ee nee The police and others are quickly on ar ign ; ; | significance is lost on a bewildered 
/ \ : the ne. but there still js not th anek dicmoulans ines 1 Re , audience that has to work overtime 
Al! this is a remarkable combina- e scene, put there i 1€ Pas SUN . eee + ie sea Baas 
tion of the macabre and the uproari- | Pall that accompanies saehen demise. | First Stop to Heaven paecgeigat i to catch up on what has 
ous. It has a number of scalp-tin- The Norths are helpful to Lt. Wei- In these days of that old debbil ee in, Ahinee s (four scenes) by age A werore, once Shey Snally do 
gling moments, invariably turned | 84Nd in his attempts to ferret out the | commercialism, Mare Blitzstein, per- | Nerman. Rosten. Features Alison | Skip- Pee eee eee eee 
into the dizziest kind of comedy and culprit. It is known that Mrs. North haps, could a INCA > ings ie Holmes, James Bell. Staged Barry has employed originality 
once more demonstrating the close has a penchant for losing her door | 2@PS, could not pass muster with the by Robert Henderson; setting, Louis Ken-| plus iff presenting his idea. Using 


>t 


. ; ee ; actere . BS : ; +] Prese ed by Margare Hewes at 
relationship of terror and mirth. key and there are any number of masters of boxoffice drama. But a uN lsor. Nev : ae “0 top, | the medium of fantasy to put ovel 








: 4 ee 4 ; . ind York, Jar 41; $3.50 top 
Opening night’s performance drew clues which the dry Mullins doesn’t a left-wing composer with somewhat | Eva Golde ; Alison Skipworth | a message of propaganda, he has 
sith continuous laughter that many think much of. When the assorted of a talent for dramatic writing, the Carl Golde . raylor Holmes ; brought in the elements of music and 
7 if « pd c lie y . 2 a “ : 2 : \ y \\ ) r 
of the comedy lines were lost in the! friends of the Norths are assembled author of ‘No For an Answer’ has og aon The. tee Y | dance to soften any tendency toward 
gleeful din out front. There was also. in their apartment towards the close, contributed, in hi latest work,! KR hapten niaicned Vraak Maxuel) the depressing and his dialog carries 
an unusually enthusiastic ovation at)! Js declared that one of them is highly specialized music and dra-|! kuth ; Mey rree Elena R on | considerable force without being 
he close. Audience remained for 15 guilty. That comes after the elderly matic continuity for an _ equally a gman sete eee eees Eduard Franz | maudlin. Many of his passages are 
2 - _ ie : ‘ siesta: 6 ae sept he oilte 3 . v mania livad andioenre “1, tichard peneee Erik Walz Sais . : : , 
curtain calls and reluctantly left the | POStman who saw the guilty man on highly specialized audience i This I sc ctttt Witla Chatlee Stirring and the script as a whole 
theatre only after the house lights the stairs is mysteriously bumped off | latest Blitzstein work is not for the) Mr Parsons ny A Frances Prandt represents top grade writing. 
had been-turned on a second time! When he goes for a bottle of beer. | Tom Girdlers or Henry Fords. Building Inspector........ James Pell With characters depicting Libert) 
<a ay Suddenly the mystery is solved, as ee : Alter aanad Joe K. Marks ‘ of Cnaracters GEPICUNng LIDErty, 
and the backstage crew refused to oigcegebens Afar my eee = There's no gainsaying the poig- calesmar Dourlas Rowlanag | Uncle Sam, Columbia, fifth colum: 
raise the curtain any more Mi ” aaeee On a The ¢ - es on by nancy and emotional depth of sev- | Police weseeeeeseess. Robert K, Adams | ists, the spirit of American yout! 
As the two gentle spinsters in the} (“'s. {N0" MN oe purty whee a eral of the earthy situations that ska teseeeceererereess James Haves | that eventually sacrifices itself for 
‘ i m . . tx A . . > ¢ . . , — a + . ° : 4 \ ea 7° vard onF t - « 
center of the pandemonium, Joseph- Mr : — her a = Ly a ut | confront Blitzst tein’s jobless resort , RP ERrese ey eer es es. ; ard Jurist | the preservation of liberty and pro- 
. ’ we + a¢ sim wit F (Ee. ee aay oni4 7 whip 
ine Hull and Jean Adair supply “ r. North can't ba } hi n h sd some- | workers, and he writes of them with Oe A i Cea es a te : totypes of various other elements 
many of the funniest moments. Both; thing because of handcuffs. So she | something of the proletarian zest that | shirts Rosten s comedy is too in- that make up today’s melting pot, the 
are skillful actresses of years’ experi- | Wins the comic curtain line after has gained for the author-composer nocuous fer Broadway competition, se Manage oly oe ty il in Ged Pew 
ence and their scenes together are a C-!ling up police headquarters to get on occasion, the title of the ‘common It was tried out in Philadelphia with by current tr subles that have t ‘at 
rene c < aes 2 ai 7 ; ecasion, tn : n ( m “o011)4 ue o : ss : ' 1 | me i troubles thie ave her t 
triumph of hilariously bland inno- yn isband wu lox ked oe" man’s dramatist There’s a high Ri —s far fre sm a a _ Author | yh, point where she is too old to live 
ale “ic For] aking , ne who fits into tl spirit > | hectarins : a 2 osten was a scholarship winner ¢ pan 7 ; ai 
gence. Boris Karloff, making his| “7 wee oe ue e spirit of the hysterical pitch when Blitzstein | yy if \T siatetans, Waiteaen ‘ietie = at too young to die.’ All the quacks it 
Broadway debut as the maniacal | COmeay 3s T to Vuolo, who plays a deals with the attempts of a gang of She ee ee hool. Show the country have tried to set her o1 
killer with ; iraculous facial re-: * oluble Italian apartm«e nt-hous € su- | strike-breaking thug htt is billed as a presentation of Mar- ‘ lec set ( 
er with a miraculous aclai re : : . rike-breaking thugs to break UP) yarns ee ‘_  e : her feet again but with no success 
smhianrc r Gly Yr named | Perintendent. Owen Davis, Jr... 18 | the ‘Tiingenc Sante? (asks 2 , as yaret Hewes of Bermuda, but under- . ’ y : : 
semblance to a film act name aye 4° , 1e ‘Diogenes Social Club,’ of which | 4,,4 Ww I age Finally her Uncle Sam calls in a nev 
YY) ZZ 9ehieweac ¢ left } — f tho one of the suspects w o hecome en Slee ¢ whe as ae . ma ; “as SInHod CF ana eventhal are asso Ps . Wall ali. ll ¢ i \ 
wg ~ je a ¢ a aeit ble 1a Ot vil€ \ rKe! are men el a i where 1 type of medic r the a ' 
; . a a4 “eS “reer ele gE ed . iated in the management Ly] l I ico in the pe on 
siniste e humorous Allvn et Lex ds ely a €', they discuss their problems It is “ier wage ere . young Tom Smith the vo 
Joslyn’s ret) playir of the | one who admits he hated Brent Of here that Blitzstein how his ] " Weak story is laid in present-day AY ‘ ¥ we ates 
d ama crit c provides drive to the a ey ie be cage — ge of the fundamentals for dramatic nin wien s nks he « } In he but isn quite 
. a y ] ) » ie . 4 irr i ( i - blab ; > 4 . Cle MASEL P 
whole performance, while John ae Ali ie : _ composition But once again, since! 9, th, defe will ing to give up his freedom to 
Alexander is believable and comic as | P&*8¥! : ,| hes writing for the aforementioned | ., ‘aan marry her. Liberty has had a bad 
the nephew who thinks he’s Theo- Alfred de Liagre, Jr., presents and | specialized audience, which probably ies Heals iream in which ‘the three’ fifth 
+ Meanenweil paced the performance, with the | annreciatec ak tha Giese ae aie ee ryi rn Ween sae wares teen Co 
di oosevelt., eh I appreciates more the purpose of hi lirectio1 umnists representing the dict 
- Anis ; ef LATA oe a 7. | DacK y NMLeLTO ee Are —_ ‘ ‘ Pe , ¢ 4 ait . rt aie a ee _ : ‘ 
Hele: 1 Brooks is neere, direct an & 0 ; drama than its actual writing merit, surreptitious tips to building inspec- | %10) have almost succeeded in ob 
incisive as the decidedly incidental he indubitably is within his metier. tor 1 he rece n ; e a as ld literating her from the eart} but 
amantir hacne oS "4.1.73 sak ‘ tUrs O11 Te ViOIALIONS OT CILY yULIG- haga ae "ia ee : r ‘ iy sie 
aeene gee = —— gto’ i Eigh Oo cl k qT sd Blitzstein is at the piano, in lieu | ing codes, she tries to steer a young | YOUNS Smith persuades her to have 
properly cringing , “i Be amate ee ig t oc uesaay of any orchestral accompaniment; | nurse into the arms of a discour- the dream over again and this time 
cre > ic ‘ ° . n " y a, . ’ 
Semaine. calaoey 8 1 ly ay OR ~ Mystery ma in two a by Robert there are no settings with the budget | aged mag writer. Close on the gal’s Make things come out her way. 
oem Antony ‘ghtini sulta nil Walt and Diesen GU Matha. See failing to provide for any of the heels is another member of the! , “Ubsequent events show attacks 
ans aywrig > . 1e se e( 1e! rree I St r ‘ 2 . te ‘ ad c 5 ’ 4 rari “ : “LI 
wyri ag Bi og “Joh see Bru - a | by i mer Gre ene & Jas nes ! strat he rs accoutrements that usually accom- household, a small-time racketeer. from various fronts upon Liberty 
G : a Vict . Suthert + -* i Wil. t1: directed by Greene: stars Pauline Lord: Pany a $3.30-top show,’ at which ‘No It's all pretty hopeless. None of , 29d young Smith by ‘the three’; the 
rordon, Victor Sutherland anc il- os Ap dhe + seth Dede e%y : 


, ; ‘ features MéKay Morris. Bramwell Fletcher. |For an Answer’ is scaled. Blitzstein’s | the various angles ever weaves into | effect when Smith momentarily suc- 
liam Parke are helpful in supporting | Margaret: Douglass, (e Humphreys; set- ‘Cradle Wil ie? wan plontinnle ae t . cumbs tc , _ olicy: th 
5 x . , iphreys; t Cradle ill Rock’ was similarly pre- | one pattern iong enough to make a C¥MbDs to an appeasement policy; the 





a ng by T.emuel yvres 3.5 | Z | . ie "7 ele 
parts. , Windust’s staci a Scan tediien wibeadies 4 oe Morris Semted sans scenery and orchestra. | presentable story. The dynamiting | temporary enslavement of the popu 
. alo ; Iin- VE roade bee eesveewesene vik Mo - . a » - ‘ : 
; Bretalgne Win eit Maen FF") Marcis Gotien.......ss00 sees Celeste Holm | Martin Wolfson. as Nick Kyriakos, | 0% the house by Sixth avenue sub- ace when ‘the three’ worm thei! 
ventive, flexible and expressive, | Heatrice Godden... ......+. Pauline Lord the Greek who originates the Dioge- | W2Y builders puts an end to every- | Way into control; the marriage of 
making artful use of all parts of the) Dr. Graham Blaikie....... Ceci) Humphreys ae " ee aenerenenes > a thi ”” | Smith 1 Liberty: =< rentual 
inti Robert Cop! Herbert Rudley , nes Social Club in the rear of his vil- | ‘""S- Smith and Liberty: and the eventua 
e - ste yr Padpive I opiey eeseeseesd ert *1 i.e = . : . ’ ~~ 4 
large wiry Pore yor aap oo Verity Copley... cccccc.. Margaret. Donglass | lage beanery, and Robert Simon, as | “!is0n_Skipworth, James Bell and | liberation of the peopie when Smith 
the play's highlights. Although el RT Botta et hetipet se 8 Tonge 5 ggllengggs ak , an ae aioe ae Pi Taylor Holmes handle the roles as- | finally decides to fight for Liberty 
mond Sovey’s single setting seems| Jacob Wait.............Bramwell F thugs for his organizing activities | Si8ned them effectively enough, but | and in so doing sacrifices his life that 
amelie . : ig lavies ‘anc ° ; ‘ ge : ac 2 ; : . Ril, ; 
unnecessarily roomy, even for a high- ‘suena geile SRA Ry eS Co oper achieve the major interest w th their there’s little they can do with the she might be preserved for posterity 
waili % shite e ass] ‘ CeCe ee ee recor eeees kon Shelto a l I ay ST l : i . * ’ 
ceilinged brownstone mansion, it Is) (4), io Seeach listless dialog. Bell's part often | It all sums up to a vigorous nlea or 


o ag | Galiway Trencd .....5-ccccees James Olieal “9 ive . “ms: 2EC : 

: , . a ric , yersuasive -riorme es. { . : , 
suggestive. Opening night perform-| ‘Eight O'Clock Tuesday’ has an ex- Senders od. Liewd G gps d Oliv son, as the center of Miss Skip- ism used by the author throug shout 
ance was unusually well handled by cellent cast and a fine stage setting D wear vida oyd Wougsn an iv€ worth’s matchmaking, is alternately | the play is superb. 
the management. Curtain for the! for a murder, but the most important eering. convincing and shallow. Others are! Carrying the heavy role of Liberty 
start of each act was held several basic ingredient, a good mystery| With the sanction of the Dram- | okay. Wood. | Nancy Coleman gives a performance 
moments after the house lights were | wrapped around the murder, is miss- | atists Guild and Actors Equity, a that ranks among the season's stand- 
dimmed, giving the audience ample ing. It had pre-opening promise of committee of well known Broadway (Closed Saturday (11) after eight| outs. She implants life into some- 
time to get seated and thus saving the fulfilling Broadway’s need for a names is making possible this series performances; printed for the rec-| thing that is actually only an em 
oOvening scene of each act. Hobe. click whodunit, but disappointed at,;of Sunday evening performances, , ord.) (Continued on page 52) 
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Chi Legit Slides Off, 


But ‘DuBarry’ 


$24,000, ‘Night’ $23,000, Both Big 





Chicago, Jan. 14 | 

Bottom has fallen out of the legit 
situation here. From a full-house 
last week, the loop has tobogganed | 
to a house-for-rent situation that is | 
disconcerting. 

Grand Opera House had two quick 
blows to the chin, first with the can- | 
cellation of ‘Meet the Elite,’ the Den- 
nis King show which has folded for 
repairs in the east. Following that | 
demise. Sam Gerson made arrange- 
ments for ‘Yokel Boy,’ and then Joe | 
Penner died. At present it appears 
that the house will take on its ump- 
teenth revival of ‘Blossom Time,’ 
which is figured to hold out for a 
couple of weeks at least. 


Nothing is set for the Selwyn, | 
which went dark on the folding of | 
Ruth Gordon in ‘Here Today.” Har- | 
ris has a return engagement of | 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ with Flora 
Robson. This is for two weeks and 
then the house shutters until Feb. 
17, when the road company of — | 
Eileen’ is due. 

Erlanger is in happy shape at pres- 
ent with ‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 

Also bang-up is ‘Life With Father’ 
at Blackstone, while ‘Pins and Nee- | 
dles’ is having no trouble showing 
neat profit weekly at Studebaker 
despite $1 top. | 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger 
(3d week) (1,300; $3.30). After hav- 
ing done a sensational $30.000 over 
the New Year's week, the show came 
back with another roaring $24,000 
last week on nine performances. | 
Bert Lahr indicates terrific personal | 
following here. 





‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone | 
(46th week) (1,200: $2.75). Held | 
easily to $13.800, which is remark- 


able. money at this stage of the run. 


Show celebrates one year in town | 
Feb. 19. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 
(4th week) (1,300: $1). Selling out 


at many performances and the others 
are hot, also. which means steady 
money at $7,000 

‘Pygmalion,’ Harris 
loop week) (1,000; $2.75). Stayed 
over a couple of weeks too long. 
Headed for Milwaukee and points 
north and west. Finished at $6,500 
here. Ruth Chatterton was the at- | 
traction throughout. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Grand 
(3d week) (1.200: $3.30). Finishes 
here Saturday (18), completing three 
and a half weeks at complete sell- 
out biz. Again capacity last week 
at $23,000. 


(7th and final 


‘ROAD’ BIG $12,000 
IN 8TH CINCY VISIT 


Cincinnati. Jan. 14 

Second largest gross for its eighth 
local engagement was the approxi- 
mate $12,000 rung up last week by 
‘Tobacco Road’ in the 1.400-seat Cox 
at $1.65 top. On its first visit here, 
with Henry Hull in the lead and at 
$2.50 top, ‘Road’ grossed $17.500 

Burg is sans a road show 
week, 


this 


Jones’ 


‘Mr. & Mrs. North’ Only | 
$11, 0001 in Washington 


Washington, Jan. 14 
Local critics went to town for ‘Mr 
and Mrs. North’ as third new hit of 
season, which has seen at least a 
dozen floppo tries, but they couldn't 
build the take above approximately 
$11,000 at $2.75 top. Lack of stars 

probably kept the pop trade away 


‘The Cream in the Well.’ by Lynn 
Riggs, opens tonight (Tuesday) in- 
stead of yesterday. town usual 
debut day. It’s also the first try-o 
this season to bow here cold 





EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 


ON TOUR 





: | 
“HELLZ-APPOPIN, JR.” | 
a 

Mgt.: WM. KENT | 


1776 B’way. New York 























INTERESTED ? 
Have Several Full Length 
Modern Plays 
Young Woman Leads 
No Agents 


Write A. MILED 
59 West 46th St.. New York City 














j}at Nixon that the road 


|} entertainment and at that top, 


|dark until Feb. 3. 


| to see work 


‘Dinner’ 


Dante 856 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

There were indications last week 
is hungry 
again for a big magic show. Dante 
at $1.65 top grabbed around $8,500, 
which is excellent for this type of 
too. 
Opening wasn’t so hot, with house + 
papered plenty for getaway, but once 
the notices came out there was a 
steady line at the window for every 
performance. First major league ho- 
cus-pocus revue Pittsburgh has h 

since Thurston’s last visit almost 10 


| years ago. 


With ‘She Had to Say Yes’ and 
‘Yokel Boy’ cancelling, Nixon will be 
‘Tobacco Road’ 
due then for one week, with touring 
‘Hellzapoppin’ following for fortnight 
and ‘Male Animal’ coming in Feb. 23 
as fourth ATS subscription offering. 





“ANIMAL’ NATURAL CLICK 


IN COL; FINE $14,500 


Columbus, Jan. 14. 

‘The Male Animal’ came home last 
week, localities turning out en masse 
of home-towner Jim 
Thurber and Ohio State grad Elliot 
Nugent. Excellent press helped 
gross at Hartman (1,600; $2.75) rise 
to highly satisfactory estimated $14.- 
500 for eight performances. Thurs- 
day (9) marked first anniversary of 
comedy. 

Previous week ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
back for eighth time, pulled terrific 
$9,600 for nine performances at $1.65 
top. ‘Time of Your Life’ opened 
yesterday (Monday) for three days, 
with no future bookings announced. 


‘Arsenic’ Got $21,800 
In 12-Day Balto Run 





Baltimore, Jan. 14 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhapsody in Black’ 
got off to an early start Sat. (11) 


night at the indie booked Maryland, 
and included a Sunday night show 
as well, with week figured to con- 
tinue through eight playing days 
Last week ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
at the same house, rounded out a 
tryout period of 15 performances in 
12 days, garnering a mounting total 
estimated at $21,800 for the run at 
$2.22 top. 

Legit calendar lists “The Talley 
Method’ for Ford’s, Jan. 27, after two 
previous cancellations, and ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ with Alex 
Woollcott in the Jead, set for the 
same house Feb. 3. 





‘Liberty Jones’ Neat 5! ‘) 


In New Haven Break-In 
New Haven, Jan. 14 
Break-in of Philip Barry’s ‘Liberty 
under guidance of Theatre 
Guild at Shubert last weekend (10- 


11) registered a neat but not gaudy 
estimated $5,500 on three perform- 


neces at $2.75 top. Show drew 
friendly press and created consider- 


able pM tonal much of it in be- 
wilderment, but -biz okay con- 
sidering absence of cast names. 

On its first road stand following a 
New York run, Ballet Russe (Col 
de Basil) drew an approximate $2,800 
for a single performance ($3.30 top) 
Monday (13); good money and 
ures a return date later in season 


life’ 166 in Det. 


Detroit, Jan. 14 
‘The Time of Your Life’ rounded 


+ 


4 ul a I 


woe 
Yas 


as- 


ice six-day, eight performance 


ppearance at the Cass with an ap- 
proximate $16 000 at $2.75 t p. Fol- 
lowing the critical] pattern elsewhere 
most of the reviewers called it go< 
theatre. 

House currently has magic:an 


Dante at $1.65 BD top. 


13G in Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 14. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb) chalked up fai $14,000 at 
Royal Alexandra here and is holding 
over at the 1,46l-seater. Advanc 
sale indicates increased business ie 
the second week. 





Katherine Raht was replaced by 
her understudy for the Thursday 
night performance of ‘Battle of An- 
gels’ during the Boston tryout so 
she could fill regular assign- 
ment as Mrs. Aldrich on the ‘AI- 
drich Family’ radio series. Planed 
to New York for the ether shows 


ner 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Claudia’—John Golden. 





‘Home, Sweet Home’ — Ted 
Hammerstein, Denis Dufor, 
Hugh Skelly. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’— 
William Deering, Alexander 
Kirkland. 


*‘Boudoir’—Jacques Chambron. 
*Tanyard Street’—Jack Kirk- 
land. 








LAWRENCE SRO 


| 
i 
| 


‘ 


27,00 IN HUB 


Boston, Jan. 14. 
Another smash week for ‘Lady in 
the Dark.’ with Gertrude Lawrence, 
made it two in a row for the new 
play with music by Moss Hart and 
Kurt Weill. Terrific demand for 


seats all during tryout here and lo- | (2 


cal management and the producers 
would have liked to continue 
gold harvest, but had to bow out 
Saturday (11) because of commit- 
ments. 

The Miriam Hopkins show, 
of Angels,” withdrew Saturday (11) | 
after two weeks here, supported al- 
most entirely by Guild subscriptions. 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ the Willie 
Howard-Luelia Gear musical, fin- 
ished off three good weeks here, also 
Saturday. That leaves for this week 
only ‘Life With Father,’ still staunch 
in its 16th week, and ‘The Talley 
Method,’ new Behrman play, starring 
Ina Cl Philip Merivale. 


‘Battle | 


laire and 


preeming tonight (Tuesday) at the 
Plymouth. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Colonial (2d, 
final week) (1.643; $3.30). 


thing here and garnered capacity 


Led every- | appointing 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| Dipped from holiday level: 


| 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 


(CD-978; $3.30). Opened Friday (10) 
drawing rave notices and rated fun- 
niest play of the new season; with 
boxoffice lines in evidence following 
the debut and a strong agency call 
looks like cinch success: can gross 
| $17, 000 and should get it this week. 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
ie (15th week) (R-1.160: 
middle of 


week sagged like most others then 


|rebounded; gross around $20,500, 
which is okay. 

oe in the Sky,’ eeeti n Beck 

week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Col- 


pow show up against plenty of musi- 


the | 


| 


| 


cal opposition, 
ing; off to around 
about gets it by. 


but is still in the go- 
$14,000, which 


‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. (R- 
1325; $4.40). Presented by Kurt 
Kaszner eight writers and com- 


posers billed for the book and music; 
rather well regarded in Boston; 
opened Tuesday (14). 


‘Eight o’Clock Tuesday,’ Miller (ist 


week) (D-940; $3.30). Drew so-so 
|notices and starting week's pace 
around $5,000 hardly good enough; 
booking limited; next show here, 
‘The Talley Method’ due in Feb. 3. 

‘First Stop to Heaven,’ Windsor. 
|Taken off last Saturday; panned; no 
biz; one week. 

‘Flight to the West,’ Guild (2nd 


week) (D-956; $3.30). Highly re- 


| garded but attendance somewhat dis- 


plus standee limit, topping $27,000 for | 


final frame. 


Crazy With the Heat,’ Shubert (3d | Lyceum (12th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 


wk) (1.590; $3.30). Finished off three 
good stanzas here with $15,000, okay 
Revue looks like possibility for fair 
run on Broadway 

‘Life With Father, ’ Repertory (15th 
wk) (965: $2.75). Finally announced 
‘last weeks,’ but expected to stay out 
the month easily. Management giv- 
ing in and out-town press a big hand- 
out ¢ f ducats for Jan. 20 performance 
as hoi ge you’ gesture. Took in 
around $14.200 for 15th frame. 

Battle of Angels,’ Wilbur (2d 
(1,227: $2.75). Miriam Hopkins, 
star, made it unanimous when she 
told the press the show was bad 
Around $8,000 for closing week and 
off. 


wk) 
the 


HEAVY L. A. ADVANCE FO 


_ FOXES; SHOW OFF’ 636 


los hn geles. Jan. 14. 

Biltmore theatre relighted (13) 
with Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The 
Little Foxes,’ in for couple of weeks. 
Heavy advance indicates a profitable 
run El Capitan went dark (11) 
after three weeks wit’ Joe E. Brown 
in ‘The Show Off.’ Piece goes on 
tour from here Comedy on final 
week here garnered fair $6,500. 

Hollywood Assistance League 
debut ‘Standing Room Only,’ 
patter after ‘Meet the 
its Playhouse (17). Has 


will 
revue 
People,’ at 
cast of 30 


Milw. Critics Rave, But 
‘Ladies’ N. G. at $8,500 


Milwat thiols Jan. 14. 


nec 


Ne er the name of the star nor 
the me ¢ e play seemed to 
€an much in th town, despite en- 
( r n the ritics and 
F g Ladie Retire 
¢ : ere € ted gr 
( ( $8.500 f 4 eek end 
a 1) ¢ Dav ison a 
$9 + 
R ( ttert opened yesterday} 
M I it f< 1 three- 
av st he B War 
Relief v ¢ 
s 
‘Foxes 196 in SF 
oxes 196 in SF. 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. 


‘Little Fc xe: 
On its seconc 


* got estimated $19,000 


week at the Curran 





fe A New Year’s Eve 
ot $3.30 top against $2.20 on 
of run. With first week off 
due to Christmas, engas cree as 
Vnie t Was DE le W f aps ctatio 12. 
Understood the Woolover Br are 
dickering with " B. Smith, owner 
of the Alcaza for run of ‘Maid 
n the Ozark C company out- 
fit which has |} 1 occupying the 
Grand, Los Angeles, for severa) 
months. Henry Di iffv’s production of 
‘The Show om with Joe E. Brown. 
scheduled for the Geary here, ha: 


been cancelled 


| Monday (13). 

‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (14th 
wee rk) (R-3,087; $2.75). After hit- | 
ting the peak during New Year’s 
wank. dived away down and dipped 
under $24,000; reported much better 
| this week. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (17th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Was ready- 
ing to wind up engagement, but 


up among new 
! ness 


with takings 

around $7,500; favorabie 

comment may help. 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 


dipping to 


ee. 
followup 


Among the better fall arrivals, but 
not up to the leaders; dropped to 
around $9,500; fair operating profit. 
‘Hiellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(12lst week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Talk 
ing about another show for this spot 


in March; something called ‘Crazy 
Show’: revue, however, still making 
money: around $20,000 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(17th week) (M-1,405: $4.40). There 
were no performances last week, Al 


Jolson being ill with grippe; resumed 


operating nut revised downward and 
may stay through winter; estimated 
around $7,000. 


‘Lady Who Came to Stay,’ Elliot. 





Closed Jan. 4; yanked after four per- 
formance: 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (M-1,357 
$4.40). Presented by Sam H. Harris; 
book by Moss Hart; score by Kurt 
Weill: lyrics by Ira Gershwin; sen- 
sational engagement in Boston; opens 
Thursday (16). 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (6!st 
week) (C-1,005: $3.30) While Y 
field tapered off last week, top hold- 
over was virtually a trong as eve! 
quoted close to $18.500. with standee 
in most performances. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (33d 
week) (C-1,005; $4.40). Not up to 
pace of first six months, but still one 
of the top draws on Broadway and 


getting excellent grosses; over $29,000 
last week 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Vusic 


Box (65th week) (C-1,013: $8.30) 
Run shows affected more than new 
successes as Indicated nere wit tak- 
n around $10,000: claimed to be 
profitable at that level 
‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield 3d 
week ) R-1,0 $3.30) Parties at 
ce ? ¢ neinped atte rf 
e ¢ { i 
rt + f t 
¢10 500 
Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Be’): C 
1,0( Rat 44 Presented by Alfred ae 
L J1 written by Owen Davi 
f ‘y e st es: opened Sun 
la 12): drew fairly ; 1 pre 
My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (3d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Rated well 


successes with busi- 
holding up; around $16,000 last 
week, which is not much under 
capacity. 

‘Night of Love,’ Hudson. 
verse press and was taken off Satur- 
day (11); played seven pe: rion inces 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (3d 
week) (C-939: $3.30). Has distinct 
feminine draw, with matinees selling 
out and night trade fairly good: 
eased to $13,000 last 
better this week. 

“Pal Joey,’ Ba 

T-1.104; $4.40). 


pheirhr a 


Got ad- 


week: will do 


week) 
of the noilda. 


rrymore (3d 
One 
that is rated a g 
pace in moderate-sized house is 
pacity; quoted around $23,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St 
week) (M-1,347: $4.40). L 
change in capacity Zait of t 
ing musical, which was 


thing: 


Ca- 


good 


(11th 
ttle or no 
yp rank- 
auoted 


Bway Picks Up After Sharp Dip: 
‘Jeey’ $23,000, Eileen’ $16,000, 
Both OK, ‘Lace’ Points to 176 


, week) (C-1,107; $3.30). 


$4.40). | 


| week) 


around $32,500, with standees in most 
performances. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (424 
Ending 10th 
month, which is much longer than 
anticipated; one-setter still turning a 


profit, with last week around $7,000 
mark, 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (7.4 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Got best 
money among straight shows last 
week, with takings close to $21,000; 
standees all performances. 

‘The Flying Gerardos,’ Playhouse 
(2d week) (C-865; $3.30). Change in 


managerial setup; operating costs cut 
and some script changes; estimated 
under $4,000. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (369th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). While the 
original is turning small weekly 
profit, the road show is playing re- 
peat dates and earning plenty; $4,500. 

REVIVALS 

‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James (7th 

week) (D-1,526: $3.30) Dropped 


sharply last week to $17,000: lowest 
take of engagement, but better this 
week: advance sale extends into 
March. ‘ 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (13th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Went off as ex- 
pected, but with strong weekend at- 
tendance the gross was around 
$9,500; another profitable week. 

ADDED 

‘No for An Answer,’ Mecca Temple. 
Dated for three Sunday nights; 
played second time after license row; 
one more slated performance next 

Sunday (19). 


‘SAY YES’ N.G. $14,500 
IN 2D PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, 

Two wound 
here last week, one for an indefinite 
period, the other for good. 

First-named was ‘She Had to Say 
Yes,” the Dennis King musical, 
which wound up a two-week’s stay 
at the Forrest Saturday (11) and 
has been withdrawn for revisions. 
Joe Penner’s tragic death cancelled 
the Friday night and Saturday mati- 
nee and night of ‘Yokel Boy’ at the 
Locust. Decision was reached late 
Saturday to abandon tour and cast 
returned to New York. 

This week’s only legit offering is 
‘Liberty Jones,’ Theatre Guild pro- 
duction of new Philip Barry play, 
which is playing ATS subscription 
at the Forrest for two weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘She Had to Say Yes,’ Forrest (2d 
(1,800; $3). Holiday trade 
gave this one a start, but it died in 
second week with divided press not 
helping. Only $14.500. Taken off 
for revisions Saturday night. ‘Lib- 
ertv tones’ current. 

‘Yokel Bey,’ Locust (fone 
only) (1.500: $3). Untimely death 
of Joe Penner Friday (10) closed 
this one for good. In five perform- 
ances it grossed $8,000. House dark 
until Jan rg | when ‘Time of Your 
rv £@,9 ‘omes in 


‘Hell’ Big 226 in Cleve. 


Cleveland. Jan. 14. 

Billv House and Eddie Garr proved 
that "hae ; nothing a laugh can't 
cure here Jast week by cleaning up 
$22,000 with ‘Hellzapoppin,’ a gross 
hat eclipsed most of the Hanna’s 
akes for this and last season. Revue 
bre ught out extra chairs in aisles at 
every performance at $3 per and is 
hooked for a return engagement in 
early spring. 

‘Tobacco Road’ is on tap currently 
for sixth visit. Ina Claire and Philip 
‘Talley Method’ due next 





Jan, 14. 


shows up their tours 


week 


+ 
+- 


Merivale in 


week. 
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Is there a job for one who for 
many years has served faithfully 
and intelligently in the theatre 
as treasurer and business man- 
ager? 


JULIAN ANHALT 


Essex, Conn. 
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Odd Nazi Literati Demand 
Marked increase has 
during past six months by European 
countries dominated by Hitler in ac- 
quiring r to American  best- 
seliers. Large number of Inquiries 
have been received by agents and 
publishers in the U. S. from pub- 
lishers in Germany, Holland, Den- 
mark, Norway and Sweden. Inas- 
much as it is virtually impossible 


been shown 


ights 


for authors to get their royalties, 
because export of coin is forbidden 


by most European countries, little 
attention is given the requests for 
rights. 

In a few cases where agents have 
entered into negotiations with pub- 
lishers in Nazified countries, German 
propaganda ministry has ordered 
cuts or changes which authors have 
refused to make. An instance was 
‘The First Hundred Years,’ in which 
Nazis demanded that a statement 
that U. synthetic rubber was best 
in the world be switched to make 
Germany's ersatz pri appear 
better. 

Meantime, the South Amer 
market for translated copies of U.S 
books has opened up greatly. More 
than half a dozen former Spanish 
and Portuguese publishers’ have 
moved their @stablishments to Latin 
America and are doing compara- 
tively good business. Among them is 
Espana Calpe, which moved from 
Barcelona to Buenos Aires, and Edi- 


duct 


ican 


tora Norte Sul, which has shifted | 
to Rio de Janeiro, Latter just ac- | 
quired Portuguese language rights 
to Ernest Hemingway's ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls.’ 

Unique switch has taken place 


moves from Spain te 
Whereas rights for- 


with publishers’ 
Latin America. 


merly sold to Spanish and Portu- 
guese firms included markets for 
books in these languages in South 
America, now rights sold to South 


American firms include Spain and 


Portugal. 


Youngstown’s Mag Cleanup 


Starting out to confiscate a recent 
issue of Life magazine because of 
a photograph of Gypsy Rose Lee, 


strip-tease artist, Youngstown (Q.) 
vice raiders seized about $300 worth 
of ‘salacious’ literature at various 
newstands in the city, and extended 
its drive to pictures on display of 


chorus girls in front of the Grand 
theatre, local burlesque house he | 
photographs were quickly removed 


by the management. 

Local officials found the full-page 
photographs of Life ‘offensive.’ It 
depicted a scene at a British relief 








banquet in New York, in which Miss 
Lee is standing on a table ile a 
New York socialite is plucking a 
paper star from her black net tights 
after paying $10 to the relief fund 
for the privelege. Only four Life 
magazines were confiscated, ‘because 
they sell so fast,’ police officials 
reported However, the cleanup 
squad picked up numerous maga- 


zines of the so-called ‘spicy’ and 
‘sexy’ variety and several picture 


magazines. These included Sexology, 





Zest, Sex, Real Detective, Crime De- 
tective, Intimate Detective, Spicy 
Detective, Film Fun, It, Grin, Laff, 
Peek, P Personal Romances, Car 





nival, Movie F 


Spot, and others 


n, Police Gazette, 

Most of these were 
taken in for the pictures of scantily 
clad show girls, as too realistic 
tographic illustrations of sex cri 
and sex rackets, officials said 


Pearson-Allen Win 


nes, 





Suit 


Federal court jury at Clarksburg, 
W. Va., has returned a verdict for 
the defendants—the Clarksburg Pub- 
lishing Co. and Drew Pearson-Rob- 
ert Allen, co-authors of the syndi- 
cated Washington Merry-Go-Round 


column—in the libel s1 


entative Martin L. Sweeney, De: 


‘rat, of Cleveland, after deliberating 
one hour and 25 minutes last Satur- 
day (11). 


Sweeney based his action on a con- 
tention that he was libeled in a col- 
umn which said that he opposed the 
appointment of the Cleveland fed- 
eral district attorney to a judgeship 


because of his race. 
The suit is the first to be tried 
against newspapers which carried 


the column, 


AP’s Review Crackdown 
Totalitarian lid has been clamped 
by the Associated Press on excerpts 
from its film reviews, used hitherto 
by studio advertising departments 
to plug their product. Four months 


yo the A.P. sent out an ultimatum 
that its critical comments could be 
used only with star billings. Now 
the blackout is complete. 

As Llovd Stratton, assistant gen- 
eral man: es. Vi of ia! 
rannot be used in nnectio with 


pho- | 


it of Repre- | 


publication of any kind. 
Reprinting, republishing or quoting 
any of this matter is contrary to the 
legally-given property right granted 
to members.’ Meanwhile the United 
Press and International News Serv- 
ting studios to browse in 


ice are invil 
their review meadows 


‘commercial 


Repercussions from Ad 
Publication of a full-page adver- 


tae died in Toledo Jan. 7 after 
long illness. 

Grover C. Hall, 53, editor of the 
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser and 


writer of a Pulitzer prize-winning 
editorial in 1928, died of a stomach 
ailment in Montgomery Jan. 9. 

Frank Kirkpatrick, 55, vet Pitts- 
newspaperman and one-time 
city editor of old Pittsburgh Post, 
died at his home in that city last 
week after a long illness. 

James Joyce, 58, Irish author and 
writer of the controversial novel, 
‘Ulysses,’ died after an operation for 
an intestinal ailment Jan. 13 in a 
Zurich, Switzerland, hospital. 


burgh 


| 


tisement of Haldeman Julius Publi-| Joseph D. Hurley, 47, general man- 
cation’s ‘Little Blue Books,’ a paprika | ager of the Boston Post, died Jan. 12 


type of literature, int 
Press (10) brought heavy 
sions. On the day following the ap- 
pearance of the ad the newspaper 
was Swamped with hundreds of tele- 
phone calls from Legion of Decency, 
Parent-Teacher groups and others. 
Result was the firing of Paul L. 
Mixter, manager of the general 


vertising department, who had passed | 


it. Both J. H. Barry 
ger of the newspaper, who ring 
of town, and John S. Knigh 
publisher who was in Henry "word 
hospital for a eheck-up, were away 
at the time the ad was accepted. 

In a front-page apology the follow- 
ing night, Knight said he ‘was 
shocked by the nature of the adver- 
tisement, disgusted by the text and 
humiliated that such copy should ap- | 
pear in the Detroit 
have instructed the Free Pr 
fuse to accept payment for 
vertisement.’ 


out 
the 


ess to re- 
the ad- 


PM in Bese Switch 


Switch in executive setup of New 
York’s PM has been made this week 
George H. Lyon, managing editor, | 
has become assistant to the pub- 
lisher. New post is that of a writing 
job, 
terial for special series. 

Publisher-editor Ralph Ingersoll 
will add to his own duties those for- 
merly held by Lyon. Switch was 
made as a result of his desire to take 
a more complete control of the edi- 
torial operation of paper. PM 
circulation is ‘holding 
steadily without any sensational in- 
creases’ and well below the 200,000 
mark, which is reportedly necessary 
for it to break even. 

Tom Fizdale, who's handled the 
daily’s promotion from its very in- 
ception, has been named an assistant 
to the publisher, in charge of pro- 
motion. 


the 


said to be 


Report New Chi Daily 
Once more there is a strong report 
in Chicago of a morning daily as 
competition to the Chicago Tribune, 
which has been the town’s sole morn- 
ing sheet since the demise of the old 


Hearst Herald-and-Examiner 
Would-be publishers are under- 
stood lining up a bank account for 


$3.000.000 be 
The nan 


the Chi 


fore proceeding further 
the paper is 
Morning Sur 


e of 


ATO 


Downs Back to Europe 

Kenneth Downs, INS foreign cor- 
respondent, boats for Europe Satur- 
day (18) He'll go to Vichy 
being newspaper- 
men able to obtain a visa to enter 
France, and then head for the Bal- 
kans 

Downs, who returned to 
from Europe in July, has 
ering Washington since 


first, 


one of the rare 


the U.S 
peen cov- 


Film Mag Goes for Charm 
Another 


| Play, passes out of its old 


the March issue and becomes Your 
Charm, devoted to Hollywood 
fashions and beauty culture 


, 
: 
second of th 
’ 
i 


Mag 


move out of the fan fie 


is the 


first of the veteran 
Nith Movie Mirro 

Fidler’s String Stretches 

| Jimmie Fidler’s Hollywood column 

j being carried in 130 dail 

usive of weeklies Me Naught 


, recently 


excl 


syndicate recently added four more 
shee s to the string. 

Pillar will run in Detroit Free | 
Press, Miami Herald, Syracuse Jour- 
nal-Herald and Akron  Beacon- | 
' Journal. 


LITERAT! OBITS 
Charles J. Finger, 71, author, ad- 
|venturer and for years a book re- 
viewer for the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
died Jan. 7 at his home near Fayette- 


ville, Ark. Leaves widow and five 
children. 
Mrs. Fannie C. Macaulay, 78, 


writer of books based upon the Ori- 
ent, died Jan. 6 of pneumonia in 
Louisville. ° 

Edward B. Conliss, 67, for 20 years 
associated with the Scripps-McRas 
Syndicate and former v.p. and busi- 
ness manager of the To New: 


ledo 


he Detroit Free 
repercus- | 


ad- j 


y, general mana- | 


Free Press. 1 | 


with Lyon traveling to get ma- | 


lated to be 


film fan magazine, Picture 
sphere with 


> oldsters to 
d. Photoplay, 


merged 


of influenza in Boston. He had been 
ill two weeks. 

| Paul Southworth Bliss, 52, 
| time drama editor of the Minneapolis 
Journal and for years a Twin City 
newspaper man, died in Kansas City 
where he was regional social 
curity director. 

| — --—— 

CHATTER 

Donald Hough sold ‘Old Siguard’ to 
Satevepost. 

Al Kahn 
United Press 

Alva Johnston doing a Satevepost 
yarn on Preston Sturges in three 
parts. 

Taylor Caven 
‘Mardi Grass,’ to 
| spring publication. 

Oldest language shee 


| 


new night editor of 


g} 
bureau 


sold his new novel, 
Lymen House for 


| in Syracuse, 
| suspended publication. 

Truehart Publications, Inc., char- 
tered to conduct a printing-publish- 
jing business in New York. 
| Champion Play Corp. chartered to 
k. | conduct a business in plays, scena- 
| Trios, books, stories, ete., in New York. 
| May C. Kelley, editorial director 
|of Movie Life and other fan mags, 
paying her annual visit to Holly- 
wood. 

Lester Beiderman, 
baseball writer, has 


Pittsburgh Press 
sold Collier’s a 


story on Fritzi Zivic and the Fight- 
ing Zivics. 
Vardis Fisher, whose ‘Children of 


God’ was a best-seller last 
just completed 
of Illusion.’ 

Karen De 


year, 


Wolf finished a new 
Hollywood novel, “Take the L: 
ter,” for February publication by 
Bobbs, Merrill. 


| eeepc 


LIBERTY JONES 


| (Continued on page 50) 

xylem, and her understanding and de- 
neation of the part place her 
among the more competent perform- 
ers. John Beal, as young Smith, is 
more than acceptable from all angles. 


} 
t 
] 
Li 





He plays the role sincerely, ener- 
getically and at times stirringly. The 
pair are well teamed and give cred- 
ence to the idea of romance between 
American youth and liberty; Fine 
support is given by a large cast, not- 


able conti coming from Will- 
am Lynn, a Uncle Sam; Martha 
| Hodge 


iting the flighty c 


eprese l 
Y ee matro! prevalent today: 
l'om Ewell, as Smith's ‘other self’ 
(his practical side): Howard Free- 


man, a secretary; Katherine Squire, 
a modern nurse: Ivy Scott, Liberty’s 
yid-fashioned childhood nurse Vic- 


tor Thorly Louis Polen, Richard 
Sanders, ‘the three’ fifth columnists: 
Norman LIo Murrav O'Neill, Al- 


lan Frank, William Mende, as Medi- 





one- |: 


Se- | 


; Maney, 


in Hollywood. | 


the Syracuse Union, German weekly, | 


| Previously, 
charged with striking Sam Friedman, 


has | 
another novel, ‘City | 


1ugh- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





A flock of people have pieces’ 


of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 


hailed bh. 


the critics and first nighters as the funniest play of the season when i: 


opened at the Fulton, N. Y. Friday (10). 


With Father,’ 
in N. Y., Chicago and Boston. 


In that respect it is akin to ‘Life 


the sock laugh show of last season that is still going strong 
Howard Lindsay, who plays in ‘Father,’ an: 


Russell Crouse, who wrote that play with him, are the producers of ‘Lace 


Latter play was authored by 
that L. and C. pepped up the script. 


In addition to Lindsay and Crouse, those interested in ‘Lace’ 


Frank Sullivan, 


has a hunk of ‘Father’ and other 


formerly on the Morning World, Howard Cullman, 
shows; John Byram, 
for Paramount; Boris Karloff, who is the featured player in ‘Lace,’ 


Meyer, operator of the Empire, N. Y. 


Gabriel, former critic; Nedda Harrigan and Dorothy Richmond, 


secretary of Chorus Equity. 
did not use all the money. 
the engagement, 


Byram and Sullivan say 
show's press agent, 
horde of bosses. 


they 


Joseph O. Kesselring, but it is understood 


include 
who 
eastern story editor 
Lester 
Gilbert 
executive 


(where ‘Father’ is running), 


‘Lace’ was bugeted for $30,000 and probabiv 
It fared well in Baltimore, breaking even on 
unusual for a new play. 

bought in 
who must regard them as being among his 


principally to annoy Dick 


Critics on New York morning papers were invited to Boston last week 


to see ‘Lady in the Dark’ and 


Sam H. Harris, 


capacity in the Hub. ‘Lady’ 


three 
is the most strongly touted show in years and played to 
opens at the Music Box, N. Y. 


made the trip. Show, produced by 


Thursday (16). 


Reason for asking the reviewers to Boston was to insure them seeing the 


whole performance, 


not expected to ring down until around 11:30. As a 


rule critics on morning dailies leave half an hour sooner because of dead- 


lines. Explained by the management that the late portion of the show is 
important to the whole. ' 

Those who saw ‘Lady’ in Boston were Richard Watts, Jr., Herald- 
Tribune; Brooks Atkinson, Times, and Robert Coleman, Mirror. Whether 


they attend the Music Box debut or not, their notices 
| Friday (17). 


Howard Barnes, 
Boston. 


picture reviewer of the Trib, 
He covers legit first-nights for WOR, 


will not appear until 
also went to 
giving a miniature notice by 


radio immediately after performances. 


Alvin Janssen, son of Dante the magician, 
local of the American Guild of Variety Artists on Jan. 


slugging and firing Lester Scott, 
Bim’ company headed by his father. 
Janssen struck 
he was forced to do heavy labor 
sOn came in and paid damages, 
Dante himself was 
over Moi-Yo Miller, 
what 


femme lead in 


Dante claimed to be in 


Bretaigne Windust, 
N. Y., was so busy 
that he didn’t 
Baxter, 
presents unopened under 
success Friday night (10), 
(12), They intend celebrating their 


director of 
with rehearsa 
get time to 


their tree. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Jan. 15-22 





Ballet Russe de 
University 


Monte 
auditorium, Laramie, 
Wyo. (15); Music Hall, Seattle (17- 
19); Royal Victoria, Victoria, B. C. 
(20); Strand, Vancouver, B. C. 


O29}. 


“ea 


Carlo 


‘Cream in the 
Washington (15-18.) 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
Erlanger, Chicago (15-22) 


Well’—-National, 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Temtle, Saginaw, 
Mich. (15); Capitol, Flint, Mich. (16- 
17); Strand, Lansing, Mich. (18) 
Keith’s, Grand Rapids, Mich. (20- 
21); State, Kalamazoo (22). 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son)—Harris, Chicago (15-22) 

‘Liberty Jones’ (John Beal)—For- 

| rest, Philadelphia (15-22). 


cine, Letters, Divinitv and Law. 

Sets and costumes (particularly 
the latter) of Raoul Rene Du Bots | 
!are prominently in ‘he mood of the 
play and sim ilar comment applies to | 
the mus Paul Bowles. Orchestra 


works roe > forte than in the 
pit. Dances are effective and are 
handled by a competent group of 
eicht py r] c nd seven boy J hn 
Houseman’s staging rates a bow in 
developing an extremely difficult 
theme ) present pornt 





Lucky Strike | 








ttt: Onvnued from pase |). 


| penditures to this mechanical 


dium 


me- 
| Idea of selling jukeboxes as a me- 
| dium for advertising is 
Several years ago an 
made in this direction, but by 
| Poeengregn record route, by 

| ganization calling 

| Phonograph Record Network, Inc. 
Latter even obtained the approval of 


the 
an or- 


nothing new. | 
attempt was | 


itself the National | 


the American Federation of Musicians | 


|for the employment of the union's 
members but, after 
mental series for Carstair’s Whisky, 


no more was heard of the NPRN'’s 
operations, 
Lucky is one of the largest users 


|of commercial film in the country 
but me pee of these subjects 
salesmen-retailer rela- 


tions 


doing an experi- | 


‘Life with Father’ 
Blackstone, 


(Lillian Gish)— 
Chicago (15-22). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Repertory, Boston (15-22) 

‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent) 
Bushnell auditorium, Hartford, Conn. 
(15); Shubert, Nev Haven (16-18): 
V Boston (20-22) 


Wilbur, 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 


ton Webb)—Royal Alexandra, To 
ronto (15-18). 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn) — Municipal auditorium, 
Shreveport, La. (15): Robinson audi- 


torium, Litt le Rock 
Hall, Memphis (17-18); 


(16); Concert 
Ryman audi- 


| Sorsum, Nashville (20); Tivoli, Chat- 
anooga (21); Temple, Birmingham 
(22), 
‘Pins and Needles’'—Studebaker, 


| Minneapolis 


Chicago (15-22). 

‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 
Davidson, Milwaukee (15); Lyceum, 
(16-17); St. Paul, St. 


Paul (18); Shrine, Des Moines (20); 
Orpheum, Davenport (21); Iowa, 


Cedar Rapids (22). 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Cass, De- 
troit (15-18); Cox, Cincinnati (19-22). 


‘Arsenic 
ls and the Baltimore tryout of the play 
celebrate 
sent presents and cards to their 


langer, 
| andra, 


(21- | 


The comedy 
the couple had their 





was hailed before the Philly 
2 charged with 


one of the performers in the ‘Sim Sala 


Scott told AGVA officials that young 


him after accusing him (Scott) of complaining to the union 
backstage. 
swear out a warrant charging Janssen with assault and battery, 
doctor bills, etc., 
held 


As Scott was preparing to 
the magi’s 
and the case was dropped. 


in $200 bail in Magistrate’s Court 
company advance man, in a fight 
the show, the dispute arising out of 


ifYicient publicity for Miss Miller. 


and Old Lace,’ at 


' i 
the Fulton 


Christmas. 
friends, 


His actress-wife, Lora 
but left all their own 
having opened to smash 
own Christmas on Sunday 


private New Year's Eve this week. 


Buffalo 
Toronto 


(16-18); 


(20-22). 


toyal Alex- 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton) 
Hanna, Cleveland (15-18): Strand, 
Middletown, O. (20); Palace, Marion, 
O. (21); Memcrial Hall, Dayton (22) 


‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bandhead 
ioe epee Los Angeles (15-18 
Auditorium, Pasadena (20); Russ 


auditorium, San Diego (21). 
‘Rhapsody in Bl.ck’—Ma 
Balt (15-18), 


vl a i 
imore 


Name Concert Dates 
(Week of Jan. 15-22) 
Key to abbrevii (R) indicates 
Recital, (S) Guest Soloist, (C) Guest 
conductor, 


ifions: 


Kirsten Flagstad—(R) Academy o 


; Music, Brooklyn (21). 


Jascha Heifetz—(R) Moore thea- 
tre, Seattle (15); (R) H. S. atditor- 
ium, Boise, Idaho (17); (R) White 
theatre, Fresno, Cal. (20); (R) Opera 
house, San Francisco (21). 

Josef Hofmann (R) Northrop 
auditorium, Minneapolis (17). 

Viadimir Horowitz—(R) Hill a: 
torlum, Ann Arbor, Mich. (15); (R 
Art Museum Peristyle, Toledo (17 
(R) Finney chapel, Oberlin, O. (21 

Jose Iturbi—(S) a S} mpho 
Fair Park auditorium, Dallas (19-20 

Dorothy Saati (R) Memoria 
auditorium, Louisville (17); (R) H.S 
auditorium, Knoxviiie, Tenn. (20) 

Yehudi Menuhin—(R) Civic aud 
troium, Grand Rapids, Mich. (15) 


Shrine audtorium, Ft. Wayne, Ind 


(17); (R) Constitution hall, Washing 
ton (19); (R) Municipal auditorium. 
Charleston, W. Va. (21). 
Grace Moore—(R) Waidorf Astoria 
hotel, N. Y. (16). 
Ezio Pinza—(R) Pierre hotel, N. ¥ 
| (21), 
Lily Pons—(R) County cente 
White Plains, N. Y. (17). 
Paul Robeson—(R) Yale univer 
sity, New Haven (17); (R) H. S. aud 
| torium, Norwalk, Conn. (19). 
Lawrence Tibbett—(R) Waldo: 


‘Talley Method’ (Ina Claire)-— 
| Plymouth, Boston (15-18); Hanna, 
| Cleveland (20-22). 

‘There Shall Be No Nigi!’ (Alfred | 


| Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Grand, Chi- 
cago (15-18); University, Madison, 
Wis. (21); Auditorium, St. Paul 
(22). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow- 
ling)—Hartman, Columbus (15); Er- 


Astoria hotel, N. Y. (16). 





Lewis Harmon, who was tempo 
rarily with the Sam H. Harris offic 
now doing advance ballyhoo for th 
Pygmalion’ tour. 
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| here, gave a recital at the Y.M.H.A. 


CHATTER 53 





—_ 


Leslie, screen writer and local 














Broadway 





Jerry Keyser, Warner Bros. for- 


eign publicity chief, back at his desk | 


and Y.W.H.A. last week. 
Frank M. Priester, who operated 


‘Ice-Capades of 1941,’ financed by 
group of American arena managers 
and staged by Russell Markert of 


Miami 


Coral Gables, with Ramon and Renita 


around Jan. 20. 


Eddie Jackson (ex-Clayton, Jack- 


; columnist) 
| 


expecting 


lywood. 


Madrid for week's engagement be- 


= | 


Joe Grant recovered from his re- 


stork in Hol-j; 


Hollywood 





an amusement park in Belleville, Il! Cy Woi ae oo 
, . . ' ‘ ; ie, dil., as ; oistmans (he’s with Johnny | 
Rafael Garcia, A-~gentine impres- - apa died at his home in Bill Corum vacationing here. Long band and she’s a Pittsburgh Lee Marcus laid up with flu. 
» - wrek: > cs h ar Taurice an ‘or “¢ Ee : 7 ‘| 
gario, in New York. mre a, Mo. He sold the park to Maurice and Cordoba go from the gal) expect the stork in couple of Claudette Colbert skiing at Sun 
Walter Hart, co-author of ‘Prim- the St. Henry’s Seminary 15 years Beachcomber here to Palmer House, months. Valley. 
. ’ ishi < ; ago. Chicago : es ’ 7 } . " 
rose Path,’ finishing a new play. : 1cago. : : Marie Harmon quit Dante show Lucille Ball and Desi Arnez planed 
Marian Shockley hopped to Detroit , PR cnn Pp iy Bye | ye prea. George Wood in to set the New here last week to remain at home, to Miami. 
last week to make a commercial film giym. are buying the’ buildi hae Royal Palm show, with Abe Lyman few weeks before marrying New Al Lichtman back from home of- 
short | which their secreatinnal inte aries ta yal Ole ha Rn Th Form monies. | See Daeneee. : 
5 | we } cres al enterprise i a mans band into The Drum, ste “hi ked j yi} ine I y joine Iniver 
Mare Connelly headed for Aca- located. Last week they paid the wages vet speee inte Vine ees Meneney joined .Universat 


publicity staff. 


pulco, Mexico, for a couple of weeks first installment, $15,000. featured and holding over. ginnin*’ Monday (20). First nitery David Chudnow recovering from 
vacation. | Will Osborne | and Max Schall Gladys George, who created ‘Kind engagement here. ' maior surgery. 
Lorna and Mario, dancers, going | headed for the Coast by Auto. Be- Lady,’ doing a guester this week ————————— | Smiley Burnette to Denver for 
into their sixth month at the fore turning over his baton to Dick with local Gant Gaither Players in | livestock show. 
Navarro. | Rogers, his successor of the band, | ‘Lady.’ ; ° | Les Goodwins back to the hospital 
P .,_|Osborne received a silver service Jog r ni fac after nD ii. 
Hal Olver is press agent for Phila- | from the boys O-bo. “1 oe Moss, N. Y. nitery boniface. after a flu relapse. 
delphia’s Main Line Playhouse Yeo full-] a : to ge 1 pro- | takes over the Mayfair, and a Benny By H 2 A. Bur | Walter Lang *back to work after 
movernent ength musical films. Davis show, his Starlets, opens there eS four weeks illness, 


Milton Krims checked out of Ware 
ners to write a novel. 


: ; : son & Durante) heads the Wit’s End cent op. Mischa Auer returned from sixe 
after illness. jthe Radio City Music Hall, opens a nitery on 23d street. near the Roney-| Bill Saxton operated on for stomach week personals tour 
h d s y » near e ec . | p ° 
Tay and Helga Garnett back to the $!X-night stand at the Arena here pjaza, with Al Stone and Cy Reeves “disorder. | Gradwell Sears trained in for a 
Coast after three weeks vacationing | Monday (20). Markert once served | as pards. |. ‘Junior League Follies’ set for week of studio huddies. 
in New York. | Fb gy Fi pee of the Missouri | Al and Jack (nee ‘the Crying’) Maryland. Phyllis Barry out of the hospital 


Sam Dembow, Jr., expecting to be 
on his feet in a few weeks. Re- 
cuperating from broken leg. 

Fred Zweifel, manager of ‘Boys 
and Girls Together’ (Broadhurst), 





Paris 





|Goldman, who 1un Ruby Foo’s and 
the Hickory House here, now also 
| have the cuisine dept. at the Es- 
quire Club. 

Billy Reed, his own nitery at the 


Danny Frush acteve in local British | 
Relief activities. 

George Hellman in charge of local 
President's Ball. 

Gabe Kanauer recovering from re- | 


after an arnnendectomy. 
Sterling Holloway removed 
cast from his broken leg. 
Gene Autry to Philadelphia on a 
rodeo deal for next summer. 


the 


had 75th birthday Monday (13). new Grossinger’s Beach hotel not “— auto —— handling show for |neewety ronda checked out of the 
Jack McInerney (Paramount thea- Francis Carco sunning at Nice. | completed, doing a till-in chore as ac A —. andiing show {0F | hospital after a brief illness. 
tre) back from Florida, left his missus ‘emcee at Esquire, where Cross and @"nual Variety Club event. | Hal B. Wallis to Washington, D. C, 


there for the rest of the winter. 
Mrs. Earl Wingart is recuperating 


‘Hellzapoppin’ party at Winter Gar- 
den after performance Saturday (18). 
John Hurley, formerly of VARIETY 
now with Steve Hannagan publicity 
a agenting dog track in Tampa, 

a. 

United Artists had trade press to 
lunch Monday (13) to meet David 
‘Skip’ Weshner, new exploitation 
chief. 

Caryl Dannenberg, secretary to 
Ernest Emerling in Loew’s, is taking 
the leap with Herbert L. Anderson, 
Saturday (18). 








Film bad girl Arletty is at Lyons. 
French agent Pierre Leclerc is 


Pict actor Pierre Bost is still a 


prisoner, 

Film actress Meg Lemonnier birth- 
ed a boy. 

Cecile Sorel pl.nning to write her 
memoirs, 

Ten new buslines put into service 
in Paris zone. 

Comedie Francaise 
Leitner is dead. 

Annual horticultural show opened 
as usual in French capital. 

Jean Giraudoux presently writing 


thesp Jules 


Julian T. Abeles and his wife to diary of the last few months. 


the Coast for 10-day trip on which 


Steve Fulton, UP correspondent in 


he must act for 20th Century-Fox on | Vichy, has left for the States. 


three copyright litigations. 


Bob Oakin, new AP correspondent 


Carmen Amaya, South American | jn Vichy to succeed John Lloyd. 


artist imported by S. Hurok, opens 
for Monte Proser at 


Andre Corneau, editor of Petit 


the Beach- | Ardennais, died at Monte Carlo at 84. 


Dunn hold forth. 


Walter Winchell, tn between the 


usually pulls manv of the other show 
bunch. 

| Jimmy Campbell, 
man, back from a quickie flight to 


London music. 


jin the British firm of Campbell- | 


‘Connelly, also flew to Nassau to meet 
| his family. 


Izzy Rappaport and Harold Burke | 
back from vacashes in Florida. 


married to non pro, Ditto Joe Hel-| 
prin. 

Connie Krebbs in from Coast for | 
three-day good will visit on behalf | 


| Nassau. Reg Connelly, his ex-partner | of RKO. 


Eddie Sherwood slowly recovering | 
from rather serious injuries received | 


in bad fall. | 


| 
Jack Robbins pays a grarid a month | 


‘for the penthouse suite at the Lord 
| Tarleton, but still does his song- 
plugging in the town’s congarhumba 
joints, which holds more than there 
| must be in all Cuba. 
| Mrs. Louis Sobol, Lorenz Hart, 
‘Donald Flamm, Nate (Hotel Edison) 
,; Kramer among Broadwayites here. 
Walter Batchelor and Jacob Goddard, 
attorney for Monte Proser-Batchelor 
Enterprises, also here, 

Singapore Sadie’s clever ads get- 


| 
| 


| Post and the Hippodrome. 
|ing for Coast film stint. 





Ted Routson and Alex Gifford 
taking over Kiddie Klub formerly | 
conducted by ‘Uncle Jack’ Don Hix | 
in tie up with WBAL, Balto News- 
Hix leav- 





South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





for the Presidential inauguration. 
Olivia de Havilland postponed her 


from a dislocated knee. Husband | 2¢@4. Roney-Plaza pool, makes the Royal —y ote Bacar se mape, Ray) st his | appendectomy for another week 
| handles 20th-Fox trade publicity. Author Jean Cocteau back in, Palm his early evening h.q. and the ger? wings Tne pee = Glad “ |_ Errol Flynn planed in from New 
New Stage magazine sponsoring , Paris. Beachcomber the late hangout. That wor bl anns auger, sacys, | York and hopped off for Honolulu. 


Leslie Whelan, foreign publicity 
chief, in studio huddles at 20th-Fox. 
Frieda Inescort and Ben Ray Rede 
man celebrating their 15th annivere 


sary. 

William Powell reported back to 
work after two weeks in the moun- 
tains. 

Father Flanagan in town to look 
over the new picture about Boys 
Town. 

Elliston A. Vinson pinch-hitting at 
RKO for Perry Lieber, who’s on va- 
cation. 

Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle 
returned from a fortnight tour of 
the east. 

Dennis O’Keefe was ordered to 
take a physical examination by his 
draft board. 

Monte Blue and William Prass 


3 i Show business stil. on upbeat. ; ars 
f comber on Broadway Jan. 18. | Leo Larguier in  non-occupied | ting lots of show biz attention. It’s a| War not holding up latest film re- somes he Mae, a, CESTAR aGEney 
§ Roy Haines, Warner eastern France, working on a poem to the | "ew downtown Miami bistro. Plenty | leases from U. S. “Louis Pollock d Adolph Schimel 
: division sales manager, back Monday | dead. |of Chinese joints hereabouts but Al| ‘Great Dictator’ set for So. African in from Ne York fo P U; ve aaa 
2 (13) from sales huddles in the Bos- | J. P. Paulin, who did script for |Goldman’s, Ruby Foo’s and Monte| release in March. studio ged Pollock Pint Soe 
; ton and New Haven branches. ‘Trois de St. Cyr,’ preparing new | Proser’s Beachcomber the top spots.| Captain Jack Stodel, Cape Town|in N.Y si ‘ 
Elias Lapinere, former Metro) scenario. | Walter Jacobs of Lake Hopatcong | branch manager for African Con- Wendy Barrie to Chicago for a 
publicity representative in Conti-| Andre Josset has written new his- | and Tarleton Lake. N. H., has a new | solidated Theatres, on leave for | week of stage work with Iola Lane 
nental Europe, headquartering in torical play, ‘La Nuit du Destin’ , $1,000,000 Lord Tarleton hostelry | military duty. and Lou Holtz 
Paris, has opened his own art-ad| (‘The Night of Destiny’). here, in the swank sector of Miami | ‘Convoy’ pulled capacity at Colos- Samund Grainger elected presi- 
service here. Rene Peter proposed to succeed late | Beach, and has Edwin C. Hill in one ;seum (ACT), Cape Town. Pic | dent of the Fordham Universit Polub 
Clifford Almy, Warner Bros. mana-| author and playwright Henri Lave-| penthouse suite doing his newscasts | roused enthusiasm in Cape Town and | of Los Angeles ies 
ger in the Philippines, left for the | dan in French Academy. |for CBS. What a trailer! | Johannesburg. ‘Boom Town’ (M-G)| Leon Leonidoft in from New York 
Coast Sunday (12) enroute to his} Announced at Vichy that national| Miami and Miami Beach dailies are boxoffice winner at Plaza, Cape | to prepare dance numbers for 
post in Manila, after N. Y. home-| theatre budget for 1940 totals 45,775,- | very ASCAP-BMI conscious. Any- | Town ‘ ‘Sunny’ at RKO 
office huddles. |000 francs (almost $1,000,000). |body from Broadway, especially if| ‘tiynchback of Notre Dame’ solid Jack Kelly moved over from RKO 
Sydney Harmon, Leonardo Berco-| Lyons and other non-occupied|in show biz or a newspaperman, is | pysiness getter at Colosseum (ACT),|to join George Brown’s publicity 
vici and Robert Sloane auditioning | cities in France again blacked out | asked to express an opinion on the Cape Town. id - staff at Paramount 
' for CBS and the ad agencies a new | following Marseilles bombing. music-radio war for publication. So | African Consolidated Theatres and| Binnie Barnes voted the year’s 
q show, ‘What Would You Do?’ which | __ Paris legits and film showcases far nobody is willing to lead with | 20th-Fox increasing newspaper ads. | most cooperative screen player by 
‘ they are authoring and producing. | first on list of establishments in capi- | his kilocycle. ‘Gone’ being shown at African | mag photographers. 
: Izetta Jewel and Guy Monypenny | tal to receive coal this winter. Fred Chiaventone, best known &S | Consolidated Theatres’ second-run Howard Hartz moved out of the 
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| Daniel Mainwaring, Warner home C} ; ln Cvol ie Minin S' ami News, who bowed out last week Al Trace’s band into Happy Hour | ners payroll. 

4 office publicist, honored at Toots he sate ‘e 0 Ta Tg Pe x re * because of overwork and failure to | niterie. | Clark Gable and Carole Lombard f 
Shor’s last week by pals in publicity Fre oh soldi ‘inging to interned get a vroper staff, starts this week Henry Greenstein, Universal book- | aired in from Baltimore, where the ‘ 
department prior to his departure "Gas ag pocnet _— for John D. Montgomery’s new Mi- | er, a bridegroom lactor was given once-over by doc- / 

t . shat TO c . c ° . . ’ 4 : : j ; 
last Saturday (9) for Mexico City, h myeore A sae eh 5 ay si Withe ami Beach Daily Topics, up ’n’ com- Ben Landy, Columbia booker, Film | tors at Johns Hopkins hospital. 

Ww - . r i ‘ic = ‘ J» , <1 ‘ ‘ ’ 
where he will script a mystery novel. ,; WMO made a ae es nee f 1, | ing sheet, also as amus. ed. Mrs. | Row’s handball champion. | Buddy DeSylva was initiated into a 

Kelcey Allen, Women’s Wear ows Tes " ng over one Of the | Ted Shapiro, Jill Aobott profession- Don Zuckley Redwood Falls ‘the Theta Xi fraternity at his alma { 

Grama critic, suggests that Sixth Pa ‘ ae ~ tween ( ied ally. who was on the News and also | Minn., exhibitor, back from Califor- | mater, University of Southern Cali- a 

‘ treetic ystal service twee ecupie : ah rece : » 2 - } ] > j | 

avenue, between 42d and 59th streets, aes sined Nt ; ltaly aly oe in WIOD publicity here, will be his | nia. | fornia, 26 years after his graduation. rt 
be renamed Rockefeller ay enue in p> see r Prenton oe ter Goal’? ae alee aide. | Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) Lester Crawford, struck by a B 

recognition of that family’s contribu- 5.) “ red Paris. i = |made three-year circuit deal with | truck, recuperating from a fractured : 

f tion to the thoroughfare’s improve- sap my — A lugebes: | Columbia pelvis. He is husband of Helen i 

me arios szarronde -wspape an oe : 7 is 

& ment. lar "te I "Bailby’ 3 - a anes Pittsb h Curly’s night club resuming ‘Cel- , Broderick Crawford and father of i 

F} Arthur Menken, vet Paramount | U2G¢r Con Dalby in Antransifcan ittS urg lebrity Nights’ once a week with, Broderick Crawford. j 

2 newsreel cameraman who covered and well-known radio announcer, jebrity Night: ice a \ . wit pens : i 

: the Nerwegian campaign and Allied died after short illness. By Hal Cohen visi ing ph as | one gue aS. ; ‘ 

4 4 hic dal « ali i ~ - . ™ e ° ° e be Vv "Yr ‘oming inte r cota | : 

: retreat. having vol ateared ine ap< Marius Casadesus, French violinist, Gute j eg * Ranc = aa y » NV ig ee r Mexico City : 

at, < ‘Ss — “— © — hortlv to leave for New York to re : Jan. 2 against Jjoe enut yand, : 

rR s rvice the 1S marines. is s 1ortly to ieave ior INe€ We rK t ) re- CG; ickle 10 longer 1 Mercur’s  -m.+. = vit : tye ne P10 - H 

perked gy ate sence: “gh ees join Conservatory of Fontainbleau, ig ~ fone = yoaed be iendly rhree Stooges and Andrews Sister By Douglas L. Grahame I 

' now assigned to the photographic now located in New York p.a., but the parting was friendly at Orpheum { ; 

rision ; uantico ogRagaie sieainag le ~ tic lds WP dicta ‘ather of John Mazanotti, veteran “ts : ' eee a zi F f 

A en wc ae se a American Committee for Aid to 3 a _~ a net ay John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus Ralph Bellamy back to Hollywood. / 

Songwriters Guild threw bachelor France eaded by Mi ei ve ery host, passed away last wes Co. head, and Ben Friedman, inde- ott Samee teen =o ' 
4 dinner at its Hotel Flanders ¢ 1.q. rance, neade 1 DY ALS: A é VEE | Vincent Lopez booked fi ra one nah sie ? ioe - : if) wat e -d . atts su WV 1g : ere, readving a ‘ 
last week f r Jol Redmond. Fe gan and Mrs. M el Oakes Am«¢ } tand at A ibridge theatre Jan. , ¢ , - ae ‘ book about Mexico. 
S week tor yvonn onda, y = 1 . aay stan at Am ige tnealtre vudl @Y 7 . ° 
ti Se eee eee spits ae) Se ee ea ey cited Order of Ds by Gener a ‘ ers O1 . Def . Blue Steele and his orch doing 
Ha “ior ere "E — ao We . ith “| Huntziger. eM + f Phil Dovle. bi ‘ e epreser e North-| well at E) Patio nitery 
10 yetwe ugene es (thrice- ; gg? a ee other ¢ h} doyle, DIZ agent .ectern motion; cture } ry | oY oe . 
marvin’ ‘ ond Redmond n ¥ hich Pierre Cathala, former Minister of 4.) agehands unior here died few a ae ee ee |, Reuben Mamoulian arranging shots 
Waat sives Gadmond marital advice. | Deter and Agrcalture, ened Sec-| wis |here for his bullfight pic 
as ve ia @| ma marital aavi ° . , lav avo. ‘ 3% . 
. . : —— a retary General of Inforn ae ar eae Cerardc Troupe Wir ds up three- . ° | ( omposer Pedro Galindo s gnea by 
ae oe |controls pre and radio, to succeed wenion Sa abode ee oe “mr Ph | d h | Metro to write six sonvs for a Mexi- 
: s ’ month stay at J hice riday i & c t I I XI 

j " Jean Montigny. me nt - ay at El Chico on F 13 Hage lid ‘cam Ole it's makina. 

: atest a m to Comedie Fran- ; ™6Mt 40). ; | Senatoriz ish is Investigati: 

a St. Louis Latest addition Cc e F Jean Travers. localite. singing at a | Sena rial commish {s investigating 

caise troupe is Germaine Auger, juve! .. 9&4 3 la MP viagra Pr “agin db Gil Babbitt has —— ««|mumerous charges that nemas are 
By Sam X. Hurst | who took first pl ize in comedy roles tne Honey-f£1aZa4 ifi sauiami i n) al 7} sab “ la romans as press profiteering at public’s expense 
—_—— ‘and second in tragedy in Comedie’s , °f ottgge” —_ le ea + the Ben Franklin Hotel's | Jorge Alducin, proprietor of the 
: Wilbur Evans, Monogram player, Schoo} Conservatoire. ‘ Mark a Bs L Bl gine yr ea WPEN’s d Cocoanut Grove nitery. experiment- 
ere for a visit. | French official news agency Havas Mono exchange after 10-day tussie = Arthur simon, “NS 8M. aNnC | ing with portable radio reports of ' 
Marjorie Lawrence, Met soprano, completely reorganized with a credit With the flu. a his w ife, left on 10-day cruise tO) bujlfights. Good results. ; 
makes local gebut with St. Louis of 25,000,000 francs voted for its | Walt Framer has succeeded Jimmy Havana on Friday (20). | Jesus Cienfuegos Gonzalez, rich ; 
6ymph orch (17-18). purchase. Reported that this means Totman as editor of Variety's Club's 0 age Tp ry ate 4 a new Spanish owner of the cine Guerrero ; 
. .-* ar or tt ewe >in . pia : . Ps > ¥ 
W. M. Griffin, booker for the Rod- end of French official agency. Barket br ae ad Mort Enelands rag Ri hes gt ro & - anned for | and the bullfight ring in Puebla City, ai 
gers Circuit, Cairo, Il], in town film| Edouard Bourdet, who was struck | Harry She - f =a tle - Bush ——? ocree iq mysteriously murdered late at night iW 
shopping. by car during the blackout in Paris ech all — ed in from southiland, sonore ushman, sister and before his closed cinema. 
rown as berries. 








opened last night ‘Tuesday) at the | 


new West 52d street room of Tony’s 
Wife. Proprietress in opposish to her 


Marvin Schenck, is getting the fancy | 


new and enlarged quarters on the 


Jean Gazave, yov g French author, 
whose first novel ‘Alpuech’ is to be 
published soon, died suddenly. 


Megger Christian Jacque planning 
a new film on the life of Hector Ber- 


‘Fred’ when he was maitre d’hotel at 
the French Casino, International Ca- 
sino, La Conga ana Hurricane in 


be a headwaiter at Singapore Sadie’s, 
new bistro. 


houses, with no drop in admission 
prices, 








By Les Rees 


Metro publicity department to go 
into business for himself. 
Bob Speers on vacation in Sun Val- 


!'covering from auto crackup. 


husband, the original Tony, who has Requiem mass celebrated in St.|N. Y., now gets a publicity buildup | ley before checking in at Universal 

a nearby spot. Charles Church in Marseilles for as ‘the Count Chiaventone di Castle- | ° ° as assistant to John Joseph. 
Metro’s talent department, since French newspapermen killed in the vecchio,’ who rides to work in a| Minneapolis Howard Hughes resumed direction 

coming under the direction of, war. liveried motor but is still content =| of his picture after a week off re- 


llth floor, for which it has been 


clamoring for years. 


Nat Steinberg, manager of the 
local branch for Republic Pictures, 
in Chicago on biz. 

Ray Colvin, prexy of the local Ex- 
hibitors’ Supply Co. and wife, motor- 
ing through California. 


lioz, to be labelled ‘Symphonie Fan- 
| tastique.’ 


Famed French boys choir Petits 





last spring, almost fully recovered 
and expected to return to Comedie 
Francaise management shortly. 
Pierre Gillou, who resigned as 
president of the French Lawn Ten- 
nis Federation in favor of Rene La- 


Eddie Cohen 
time amusements editor on 


(‘Peter Pell’), long- 
the Mi- 





Jean Wald has increased her 
femme orch to six girls and they're 
now at Floridian hotel. 

Dolly Boehm and Chauncey Lam- 
born, Marty Schramm saxman, have 


Joe Paster, Chicago exhibitor, in 
town, 


| 


secretary for Sam Bushman, nitery | 
flack, ailing with German measles. 

Joe Connolly, WCAU p.a., to leave 
on 16-day trip to Panama after his | 
marriage to his ex-secretary, Mary 
Louise Maloney, on Feb. 7. 


Douglass Kennedy became Keith 
Douglas to avoid conflict with 
Arthur Kennedy, also on the War- 


Gabriel Soria, pic maker-director, 
again winner of newspaper Excel- 
sior’s gold medal for the best film of 
the year. Soria won with ‘Mala 
Yerba,’ which the paper picked as 
the top 1940 Mexican pic. Soria has 


Joe Winters, maestro of his local coste, asked to continue presidency announced their engagement, Howard Neikirk, acting manager) won this prize five times. 
dance band, has moved into the until July, 1941, since musketeer ‘Little Foxes,’ which drew one of of the Hotel Adelphi, soon to be-| Gate of $70,000 (Mex) at benefit 


Crystal Terrace, Park Plaza hotel. 
ona B. Hines, secretary to Paul 


cannot take over before. 
Madeleine Vy. 31. circus acrobat, 


its few raps here prior to Broadway, 
flirting with a return engagement. 


come assistant manager and promo- 
tion boss for Warwick Hotel. 


| bullfight here for seven brothers and 


sisters of Alberto Balderas, the mata- 


Pr etree tee mene emai marae ee mina «Se 









































aoe 


ane ey ann ROONEY Cee 


—- Nr hn et A i sith 4 


~ 


_ eee 
2 al an TL 


ea ee en eee 


ae net ten Net ee re een em 
I in ein ah 


; 
Beisman, manager of the American locked up in La Petite Roquette Burt Bishop insisted $500 made »n = John B. Kennedy, NBC commen-/| dor who was gored to death in the ' 
(legit) theatre, in St. Mary’s hospital prison for women on a charge of testimonial farewell to him Le tator, addressed Salvation Army’s ring December 29, turned over to 
for a major operation. robbery, made getaway. Thus far turned over to Variety Club charity opening campaign luncheon at the the Balderas family in its entirety. Pitt 
Ernest Feiner, former Viennese (Dec. 15) searching parties have fund. ; Bellevue-Stratford Hotel on Thurs-| Balderas was the only matador to ial 
concert violinist and now a resident been unsuccessful in locating her. |! Jacques LaVines (she’s Aleen day (9). It was aired via KYW. _ 'die in the ring in its 40 seasons, . 
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Wednesday, January 15, 1911 





OBITUARIES 


JOE PENNER 

Joe Penner, stage, radio and film 

comedian, died in his sleep at a) 
Philadelphia hotel Friday (10). 

Further details in radio section. 


j 





REGINALD BACH 


Reginald Bach, 54, British actor 
and stage director, who for 35 years 
had appeared in or directed scores 
of plays on Broadway and abroad, 
died of pneumonia Jan. 6 in the New 
York hospital. He had been ill for 
several months. 

Born in London, Bach was inter- 
ested in amateur theatricals while a 
student. At 19 he made his profes- | 
sional debut as Major Rattan in ‘Ici 
on Parle Francais’ at the Chelten- 
ham Opera House. Later he became 
stage manager at the Haymarket, 
London, where he remained from | 
1914 to 1917. 


Bach first saw New York as a 
member of the cast of ‘Yellow 
Sands.’ a London comedy success, 


which its producer, Sir Barry Jack- 
son, brought to Broadway with its 
original cast in 1927. Bach stayed to 
direct a revival of ‘Our Betters’ and 
also staged a modern dress version | 
of ‘The Taming of the Shrew.’ 
After an interval in London, he 
returned in 1936 to direct ‘Love on | 
the Dole’ at the Shubert, N. Y.| 
Thereafter he staged “The Holmeses | 
of Baker St. presented at the 
Masque, N. Y., the same year. ‘Green | 
Waters,’ ‘Anthony and Cleopatra’ | 
and last season directed ‘Foreigners,’ | 
which had a short Broadway run. | 
Widow and two children, all of 
whom live in London, survive. 





DON CARLOS 
(Charles Hall) 


Charles Hall, 70, known in the 
profession as Don Carlos, died in the 
Oakman theatre, Detroit, Jan. 4, in 
the midst of his animal act. His 
wife, Sophie, who with him handled 
the act for more than 50 years, fin- 
ished the show as he was carried 


dead from a heart attack to a dress- 


ing room. 

Although born in 
Hall made his home in Detroit most 
of the time he was not on the road. 
As a young ma 
his act of monkeys and dogs an 


the idea of dressed-up chamber- 
maids, clerks and inebriated guests, 
all played by the animals. For dec- 


ades a widely-known act in vaude- | 


ville and circuses, Hall appeared on 
Keith and other circuits. 

Of late years the couple liked 
playing kid matinees, frequently go- 
ing gratis into picture houses on Sat- 
urdays for the sheer pleasure of en- 
tertaining the youngsters. It was in 
the midst of one of these shows that 
Hall died. 

Burial in Detroit was heavily at- 
tended by hundreds of youngsters 
for whom he had staged shows, in 
schools as well as in the theatres. 





EDWARD A. OLIVERI 
Edward A. Oliveri, 65, 
booking agent, theatrical manager 
and a director of entcrtainment for 
the Knights of Columbus overseas in 
the World War, died of a heart at- 
tack Jan. 5 at hi home in Washing- 
ton, BD. C. 


Shortly before his death he was 


commissioned as a lieutenant in the | 
U. S. Army and was to have been in | 


charge of entertainment and amuse- 
ment for enlisted men at several 
training camps. He did similar work 
for the government during construc- 
tion of the Panama Canal. 

A native of Washington, Oliveri 
was the son of Joseph Oliveri, a 
clarinetist with the U. S. Marine 
Band. Starting as a vaude booker 
for several Washington theai.es, he 
later joined the Barton McHugh 
agency, Philadelphia. Oliveri also 
toured the country with a company 
known as the American Minstrel 
Show. He was a brother of Paul 
Francis, who teamed with Rose De 
Mar in 
some 30 years ago. 


Also surviving are a son, Edward, | 


Jr.; two other brothers and five sis- 
ters. Funeral services were held in 


Washington Jan. 8 and burial took | 


place in Congressional Cemetery. 





MARGARET KEYES 
Margaret Keyes, retired concert 
contralto, opera singer and soloist 
with the Chicago Symphony and 


Philadelphia orchestras, died Jan. 6 | 
a. 
At one time she toured | 


at her home in New York after 
long illness. 


the United States and Canada in con- 


| late 


| appearances 


Simcoe, Ont., 


n he started out with | 
d| 
early got a copyright on his famed | 
‘Monkey Hotel’ act, sometimes used | 
by others who paid him rights on 


veteran | 


a singing and talking act | 


cert engagements with the late En- 
rico Caruso. 

Receiving her early musical edu- 
cation in Florence, Italy, Miss Keyes 
also studied in America under the 
Herbert Witherspoon. Starting 
in 1909, for eight years she was so- 
loist for the Chicago Symphony Or- 
chestra on its spring tour. 

Making her operatic debut 
the Chicago Opera Company as 
Maddalena in ‘Rigoletto,’ Miss Keyes 
sang with that organization from 
1911 to 1914. She made numerous 
with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. For 30 years Miss Keyes 
was contralto soloist at the Broad- 


way Tabernacle Church, N. Y. 
| Farnum, 


| William S. Hart in the Farnum role. 
| He had been in many stage successes 
| 
| 


She leaves a sister and two broth- 
ers. 





HENRY B. VINCENT 
Henry B. Vincent, 68, composer, 


/conductor and founder of the Erie 


attack 
He 


Playhouse, died of a heart 
Jan. 7 in an Erie, Pa., hospital. 
had written more than 
musical compositions including 
opera. 

Born in Denver, Vincent was a 
graduate of Oberlin university and 
also studied in London and Paris. A 
resident of Erie since 1898, he estab- 
lished the Little Playhouse in 1916, 


an 


which eventually became known as | 


the Erie Playhouse. 

A conductor of the Erie Symphony 
Orchestra, Vincent also served as an 
organist and lecturer at the Chau- 
tauqua Institute at Chautauqua, N. 


18 YEARS PASSED AWAY 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 


A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled: 
A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


Dear Daddy—I miss you 
now than ever. 
Your son, Jack. 


JACK POWELL and FAMIL 


more 





Y. Among his compositions were an | 


oratorio, ‘Prodigal Son,’ and an, 
opera, ‘Esperanza,’ presented in 
Washington in 1906. 

He leaves a son, Paul, and a 


brother. 





WILLIAM H. PAGDIN 


William H. Pagdin, 68, retired con- | 
|cert and operatic singer, who was 
| once tenor soloist with the Philadel- | 


phia Symphony Orchestra and had 
sung duets with the late Mme. Ernes- 
| tine Schumann-Heink, died Jan. 9 at 
| his home in Jersey City after a short 
illness. 
| Born in Nottingham, England, Pag- 
| din came to America as a youth and 
| started his musical career as a solo- 
|ist at a Philadelphia church. Later 
he appeared with the Philadelphia 


| Symphony, the Philadelphia Opera | 
| Company and the Boston Symphony | 


| Orchestra. An authority on the 
works of Handel, he was considered 
one of the nation’s most able ora- 
| torio singers. 

Since 1911, when poor health com- 
|pelled his retirement, he had been 
|a resident of Jersey City. However, 


: s . 
| Pagdin remained active as director 


| of choirs for several local churches. | 


| His widow and son survive. 





ANNE EVANS 
Anne Evans, 70, daughter of Colo- 


with 


a hundred | 


near the Pennsylvania 
tracks in New Brunswick, N. J., the 
night of Jan. 7, was an apparent 
suicide victim, according to William 
H. Jacqui, Middlesex county coroner. 
Miss Davis, according to police, 
leaped from a fast Pennsylvania pas- 
senger train westbound for Fort 
Wayne, Ind., where her grandmother 
was reported to have been seriously 
ill, and to whom Miss Davis was 
ostensibly on her way to visit. 
Harry Marvin, who described him- 
self as her fiance, was unable to fur- 
nish a motive for her act to police. 





CHARLES REED GILBERT 

Charles Reed Gilbert, veteran le- 
git player, died Sunday (12) in 
Washington, D. C. He was 81. 

Gilbert toured for years with 
Chauncey Olcott, played the part of 
the tramp in the original production 
of ‘The Virginian,’ starring Dustin 
and later on tour with 


of the '90's. 

His wife, Katherine Argyle Gil- 
bert, also of the stage, 
dead for some years. 


has been 





BILLY GASTON 


| Billy Gaston, songwriter 
ber of the team known as Gaston 
and Barrison, died Dec. 28 at the 
‘ Polyclinic hospital, N. Y. His part- 
ner, Mabel Barrison, following the 
Gaston split, married Joe Howard, 
noted as the writer of ‘I Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her Now.’ 

Among Gaston’s more popular 
songs were ‘You'll be Sorry Just Too 
Late,’ ‘Gee, But This Is a Lonesome 


, Town’ and ‘She’s Miss Ginger from | 


Jamaica.” Funeral services were 
held in New York on New Year's 
Day. 





BOB GIRARD 


Bob Girard, 53, blackface comedian 
and one-time stock company per- 
former, died after a short illness 
Jan. 5 at the Jewish hospital, Phila- 
delphia. 

Girard, whose right name was 


Rupert C. Garrod, began his theatri- | 
cal career at 14. For a time he put | 


on a minstrel show of his own in 


Chicago and later joined the Du- | 


mont Minstrels, with which he re- 
mained until its dissolution in 1929. 
He also appeared in stock at the old 
| Girard theatre, Philadelphia. 

Three brothers survive. 





FRANK BRIDGE 

| Frank Bridge, 72, conductor and 
| composer, died of a heart attack in 
|London Jan. 11. He was a prolific 
writer of chamber music &nd was re- 
| garded as one of the better modern 
composers whose works were es- 
pecially used by string quartets. 

Born in Brighton, England, Bridge 
studied at the Royal College of 
Music. As a conductor he batoned 


for the Royal Philharmonic Society, | 


the Savoy Theatre Opera and the 


Queen’s Hall Orchestra, all in Lon- | 


don. While most of his compositions 
were written either for orchestral or 
string quartet use, he had also com- 


| posed many selections for the piano. | 


| 





MRS. MARTIN J. WELLER 
Mrs. Martin J. Weller, who, as 
‘Mme. Planka, the Lady of Lions,’ a 
|famous animal trainer 40 years ago, 
died of heart disease in her home in 
St. Louis. She was 74. She had lived 


lin St. Louis since the world’s fair 
Her husband, also a 


|here in 1904. 
| Showman, worked on a ferris wheel 
at the fair. 

| Mrs. Weller was a featured per- 
| former with Frank Bostock’s animal 
show, but quit after most of her ani- 
mals were destroyed in a fire in Bal- 
timore. 


HERMAN P. CHELIUS 


rado’s second territorial governor | 
and largely responsible for the in- | 
auguration of the Central City 


Drama Festival, died of a heart at- 
tack Jan. 6 in Denver. 

Always a patron of the arts, Miss 
Evans became interested in the Cen- 
tral City Opera House shortly after 
the landmark, left over from the old 
mining days, was presented to Den- 
ver University to preserve as an 

; historic relic. Through her efforts a 
$250,000 fund was raised by public 


subscription to restore the old opera | 


house, 

‘Camille,’ with Lillian Gish and 
| staged by Robert Edmond Jones, be- 
gan the Festival in July, 1932. Since 
then Central City has become a 
Mecca for summer tourists and lovers 
of the drama. Both new and old 
| plays have been presented, including 
| ‘The Merry Widow’ with Richard 
| Bonelli, Gladys Swarthout and Nat- 
alie Hail; ‘Hamlet’ with Walter Hus- 
ton’ and ‘A Doll’s House’ with Ruth 
Gordon. 





ROSE DAVIS 
Rose Davis, 25, a rodeo performer, 
whose bruised body was discovered 


Herman P. Chelius, 92, former 
concert artist, organist and one-time 
director of the Boston Conservatory 


of Music, died Jan. 7 at his home in | 


Dorchester, Mass. A native of Ger- 
many, he had provided organ accom- 
naniment for such lecturers as Mark 
Twain, Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 

Surviving are two sisters, a daugh- 
ter and a grand-daughter. 





SELBY C. OPPENHEIMER 


| Funeral services were held in San 
Francisco Jan. 2 for Selby C. Oppen- 
heimer, Frisco impresario and man- 
aging director of the Frisco Opera 
House. He was 62. At various times 
he had managed theatres in Frisco, 
San Jose and Sacramento. 
Oppenheimer became biz manager 


for the original Frisco Opera Asso- | 


ciation in 1923, and had been the 
city’s leading impresario since. 


CATHERINE HAYES 


{rs. Catherine Hayes, 55, former 
stage and screen actress, died Jan. 4 


4 


Railroad | 


and | 
vaude performer who was a mem- | 


in Los Angeles after a long illness. 
Deceased was in vaudeville and legit 
from 1902 until 1927, when she 
moved to Holiywood to enter pic- 
| tures. 

| Among her screen roles were ‘The 
|Great Lover,’ ‘Zoo in Budapest,’ 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ and ‘The White 
| Sister.” *She retired in 1934 because 
of ill health. 





| CHET WALLEN 

| Chet Wallen, 33, died at San Diego, 
Cal. Jan. 5 when his auto 
turned, Widow, who was injured in 
| the accident, and a daughter survive. 
Wallen was for years rated one of 


i 


| the best dare-devil stunt drivers in | 





the country, and performed for 
| countless fairs and other shows. 

| 

' GERTRUDE (TRUDY) PARNELL 
| 


Gertrude (Trudy) Parnell, former 
| musical comedy and vaude perform- 
|er, died in Indianapolis, Nov. 3. She 
‘had appeared in such hits as ‘Wild- 
\ flower,’ ‘Peggy Ann,’ ‘Little Jesse 
| James’ and ‘A Connecticut Yankee.’ 

Her husband, Paul Parnell, mu- 
sical director of ‘Yankee,’ survives. 
|In recent years the couple had op- 
erated a photo studio in Indianapolis. 





FLORENCE H. MORGAN 
Mrs. Florence H. Morgan, 87, play- 
wright and author, died in Cleveland 
Jan, 11. 
Writer of the play “Terence,’ which 
| starred Chauncey Olcott, and had a 


‘long run on Broadway, Mrs. Morgan | 


| also scripted several novels. 
| Leaves a daughter, Mrs. Robert H. 
Perdue, with whom she lived. 





WILLIAM R, ABRAM 
| William R. Abram, formerly of the 
vaudeville team of Abram and Johns, 
died in San Francisco Dec. 31. Act 
| was widely known through its bill- 
ing, ‘The Timely Awakening.’ 
Abram was for a number of years 
a character man with the Henry 
| Duffy Players, Frisco. A_ sister, 
Madge, survives. 





HENRY A. OTTMAN 
| Henry A. Ottman, 73, retired thea- 
tre executive, died of a heart attack 
recently in New Orleans. Personal 


wald for years, he operated the old 
Grand Opera house, New Orleans, 
and later managed the Music Hall 
| there. Two sons, two daughters sur- 
vive. 





W. S. JACOBS 

W. S. Jacobs, 64, for 30 years a 
| theatre and night club operator, died 
recently in Hot Springs, Ark. Began 
as operator of Lyric theatre, legit 
;}and vaude house in Hot Springs, in 
1910. 
night clubs. 

Death followed 
dent injuries. 


automobile acci- 


DWIGHT ROBBINS 


Dwight Robbins, 70, retired actor, | 


who had appeared on the stage for 
more than 50 years, died Jan. 5 in 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

In recent years he had acted for 
radio, 





Sam Neaman, veteran exhibitor of 
Natrona, Pa., near Pittsburgh, died 


|ing illness. He had only recently 
|returned from Florida after trying 
te regain his health there, 


| 
| 


John Elliott Cowdin, 83, father of 
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal’s board, died Jan. 7. at 
Harkness Pavilion, New York, after 
a long illness. 


| 








Ainslee Wood, manager of Tower 
and Melba theatres (Interstate cir- 
cuit), Dallas, died Jan. 4 after brief 
illness. 


Father of Paul Krumenacker, man- 


| ager of WB exchange in Albany, 
died in his home in Pittsburgh last 
week after a short illness. 

Father, 87, of John McCormack, 
the tenor, died in Dublin Jan. 7. 


12 Nitery Alibis 

















over- | 


manager for the late Henry Green- | 


Owned and operated several | 


in that city last week after a linger- | 
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spending their coin on Easter clothes. 

‘May is lousy because the weather 
is too nice and people don’t want to 
stay indoors in a night club. 

‘June is off because people are get- 
ting ready for vacations. 

‘July and August are terrible be- 
cause everybody is away. 

‘September is punk because people 
are still broke from their vacations. 
‘October is off because people are 
‘spending money on football and 
winter clothes. 

‘November has people worried 
over elections and buying coal. 

‘December is worst of all because 
of Christmas shopping.’ 














{ 
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Cantor 
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negatively. ‘What's the matter with 
it,, Cantor wanted to know. 

‘Sounds too much like ‘Birth of 
the Blues,’ they shot back. 

Cantor and Burns and Allen 
thought differently. They would 
appeal to the N. Y. monitors. Artie 
Shaw was ordered to make a fast 
recording and a call was put into 
'Radio City. The turntable hardly 
‘died down when the teletype started 
| ticking! 

‘Can't use! Sounds too much like 
‘Tip Toe Through the Tulips.’ 

Playing safe, Cantor substituted 
‘Lazy Mary, Won’t You Get Up?’ 








MARRIAGES 


Irene Williams to Cecil Walker, in 
‘Schenectady, N. Y. He's with WTRY, 

Troy. 
| Pann Merryman to Oliver Scott, in 
/Des Moines, Dec. 31. Bride is dancer; 

he’s pianist with WHO, Des Moines. 
| Rita McCambridge to Dave Shana- 
| nan, in Wellsburg, W. Va., Jan. 1. 
'He’s assistant treasurer of Nixon 
(legit) theatre, Pittsburgh. 
| Lola Lane to Henry Clay Dunham, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 5. She is a screen 
actress. 

Edith Graham to Arthur Van Horn, 
in San Rafael, Cal., Jan. 3. Bride is 
radio-stage player; he’s KFRC an- 
nouncer-newscaster. 

Stanley S. Joseloff of Young & 
Rubicam radio talent department, 
New York, and Barbara Gordon, 
New York cellist, Dec. 30 at Balti- 
more. 


tinue under Ross Marshall. 

Ruth J. Steffan to Joe Betzer, Dec. 
28, in Buffalo. He’s VARIETY mugg 
in Buffalo. 

Mary Elizabeth Hicks to Charles 
Nagy, in Franklin, Ky. Bride is 
WLAC, Franklin, staff musician; he’s 
WLAC music director. 

Ruth James to Geer Parkinson, 
| Jan. 8, in Boston. He's staff organist 
for WBNS, Columbus, O. 

Margaret Frohnknecht to Arthur 
Kober, in New York, Jan. 11. He’s 
the playwright, divorced from Lil- 
lian Hellman. 

Dorothy Osborne to Joe McGon- 
agle, in Portland, Me., Jan. 13. He’s 








|manager of Empire theatre, Port- 
| land. 
| Sue Allen to David G. Taft, in 


Cincinnati, Jan. 11. He is on WKRC 
| sales promotion staff. 

Virginia Ruth Rogers to Stan 
| Laurel, in Las Vegas, Nev., Jan. 12. 
|He’s the film comedian. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Loye Pack, son, in 
Fairmont, W. Va., Jan. 2. Father is 
‘Cowboy Loye’ of station WMMN, 


West Va. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wilson Hobbs, 
| daughter, in Oakland, Cal., Jan. 2. 
Mother is known on KPO-KGO, 
| Oakland, as Monty Margetts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Reagan, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Parents are screen players, mother 
being Jane Wyman. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Dutton, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 2. Father is in 
Paramount's sound department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Collins, 
daughter, in Hollywood Jan. 4. Par- 
ents are screen players, mother be- 
ing Dorothy Cumingore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raoul Pagel, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood Jan. 5. Father 
business manager of dance depart- 
ment at 20th-Fox. 


1S 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward Dmytryk, 
son, in Los Angeles, Jan. 6. Fathe1 
is film director. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Glacey, 
| daughter, Jan. 2, in Buffalo. Father 


1S 


WGR-WKBW 
| nouncer. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Schaefer, Jr., 
daughter, in Hollywood, Jan. 8. 
Father, an assistant director, is son 
of RKO president. 
| Mr. and Mrs. 
|daughter, in 


(Buffalo) an- 


Delmar Davies, 
Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
| Father is screen writer at RKO. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Alderman, 
| son, in Dallas, Dec, 31. Father's a 
newscaster with WFAA-KGKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Deal, son, in 
Ithaca, N. Y., recently. Father’s an 
| announcer with WHCU, Ithaca. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Mike Hanna, son, in 
Ithaca, N. Y., recently. Father’s gen- 
| eral manager of WHCU, Ithaca. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Gene Fowler, Jr., 
| daughter, in Hollywood, Jan. 8. Fa- 
| ther is film cutter, son of the novel- 
| ist and screenwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Albertson, son, 
in Glendale, Cal., Jan. 8. Father is 
| screen player. 
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ecies . 


through with a full schedule of roles 
regardless of his recent vocal black- 
out is that every performance he is 
giving this year is a bit of real life 
melodrama as well as a lyricgl un- 
dertaking. The ‘wifl he-won't he’ 
situation has focused unprecedented 
attention upon the baritone who is 
doing a musical trapeze act with the 
audience acutely conscious that he 
may not make it one time. 


There are a number of historic 
examples of opera singers losing 
their voices, regaining them after a 
period of time and returning for 


Continued from page 1 


more or less successful comebacks. | 


Few of these singers, however, ever 





—_— 





The Metropolitan Opera grossed 
about $98,000 last week. This 
means about $6,500 loss on the 
performances. ‘Daughter of the 
Regiment,’ with Lily Pons 
Monday, and ‘Louise,’ with Grace 
Moore on Tuesday (in Philadel- 
phia for a one-night stand), and 
Thursday's ‘Pagliacci,’ with Tib- 
bett, produced profits, but other 
performances offset this. 

‘Siegfried’ on Friday dipped in 
the carmine an estimated $3,500. 
Marjorie Lawrence sang an ex- 
cellent Brunhilde, but Kirsten 
Flagstad was missed at the box- 
office. 


on 








tempted the fates with an ‘Otello.’ 
Admiration and fear follow his every 
note this year, creating the big un- 
scheduled thrill of the Met’s 1940-41 
Beason, 

Nellie Melba was silent for a year 
after her disastrous attempt to sing 
Brunhilde in ‘Walkure’ opposite Jean 
De Reszke in the 1895-96 season at 
the Met. De Reszke himself sang 
‘Lohengrin’ under will he-wont he 
conditions in 1901 after an absence 
of a year, at which times reports had 
it his voice was forever stilled. An 
enforced four year retirement from 
1915-1919 of Lucrezia Bori, and her 
subsequent triumphant return, are 
also recalled. All these singers, 
however, had attained a tremendous 
degree of popularity at the Met, and 
had followers who worshiped them 
good, 


bad, or indifferent, and woe 
betide the unfortunate who dared 
criticize any note of the idol. Tib- 


bett’s case is somewhat different. 
Not that the baritone has not at- 
tained popularity, but at least among 
the foreign element, the native born 
Italians and their descendants, the 
would be operatic neophites, etc., 
who crowd the rails night after 
night, Tibbett’s popularity was the 
same as that of Dempsey before the 


first Tunney fight. His good quali- 
ties were grudgingly admitted, and 
his bad ones were played up to a 
degree far beyond their bounds. 
With the announcement last May 
that the baritone would be forced 
to cancel all engagements until this 


month, a warmer, friendlier 
developed toward him. ‘He 
bad when he had it,’ became 
census of sympathetic opinion. 

His first Ford radio broadcast, con- 
sisting of one aria and two songs 
was not regarded as a test. That 
came in ‘Rigoletto,’ which the bari- 
tone sang credibly but cautiously. 
The same was true of his perform- 
ance as Tonio in ‘Pagliacci’ Thurs- 
day (10). His voice retains its usual 
quality but he is using, or perhaps 
is only capable of using not more 
than two thirds of his former power 
In the middle and the low registers 
the once booming voice was smoth- 
ered frequently by a not too loud 
orchestra. 

The singer also resorted to tricks 
of stage presence to gain a dramatic 
effect, which had heretofore been 
accomplished by sheer voice. As it 
stands today the voice is still a good 
one, but it is hardly the organ which 
made its owner one of the greatest 
of modern singers. This Saturday, 
Tibbett will either make it or break 
it, as he is scheduled to sing Iago in 
‘Otello, probably the most trying 
vocally and dramatically of all bari- 
tone roles, on the NBC broadcast 
from the Met. Even at the opera 
house, itself, tension is being felt 
regarding this performance, and 
hopeful remarks are being made to 
the effect that Tibbet has restrained 
himself, feeling his way so far, and 
will cut loose in ‘Otello.’ 

Should the role prove too taxing 
the hope is expre 


feeling 
was not 
the 


ssed that he 


retire gracefully for the s« 
rest, for that alone, accordi: 


Tibbett’s Trapeze Act 








physicians will 
tomed vocal vigor. 
the highest priced singers 


a | 
restore his accus- 
Being one of | 
in his | 


field, such retirement vould cost the | 


singer $500,000, but it might be well 


| worth it, as at 44 he is still in his 


vocal prime with a good decade or 
more ahead of him, if he is not too 
prodigal. 











J.’s ‘Love’ 


J. 
| J. J.’ from page la 


| Hearst papers like 


advertising from the Hearst press 
because of reported ban by the sul- 
tan of San Simeon on any mention 
in his papers of either RKO or its 
product. 

S. Barret McCormick, 
advertising and 


there 


company’s 
director, 
been no thought 
of withholding ads. Harry Mandel, 
pub-ad chief for the RKO theatre 
circuit, stated definitely that adver- 
tising will not be pulled from Hearst 
papers. ‘We never fight with news- 
papers,’ he emphasized. ‘We use the 
any others be- 


pubdiicity 
deciared 


hoc 
fiags 


| Cause Our ads in them bring in cus- 


theatres because of adverse notices. 


He also sought to have a Washington 
critic banned, until it was pointed 


out that the house (National) where | 
| ‘Love’ played was not operated by 


the Shuberts. 
Shubert appeared to act on the 


theory that the out-of-town scribes 


in 
|/a reviewer off the press list. 


don’t know 
flopperoo, 


a good show from a 
but he didn’t let out a 
peep when the New York reviewers 
frankly said ‘Love’ didn’t have a 
chance. In fact, he believed ’em. 

Humorous angle to J. J.’s squawk 
Boston came when he ordered 


was done, even though the scribe ex- 
plained that his assistant sat in on 


here. 


tomers. Any publicity we get is 
sugar-coating and lack of it will not 
cause us to alter our policy.’ 


Nixes ‘Kitty Foyle’ Layout 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. 


|for the young people,’ 


Hearst embargo on RKO over the | 


‘Citizen Kane’ 
hard blow 


incident delivered a 
to RKO’s Golden Gate 
House had just planted a full 


| page layout on ‘Kitty Foyle’ in the | 


| Call-Bulletin, 


This 


‘Love,’ he having seen a straight play | 


on that evening. Shubert refused to 
be mollified and claimed the critic 
wasn’t nice on the telephone. 

Also reported that when J. J.’s an- 
tics were told to Lee, the latter 


wanted to know where his brother | 


got off fighting with the press. In- 
ference was that Lee reserves the 
right for himself. 














Hearst vs. RKO 


Continued from page 1! 

















the general understanding that the 
picture is based on a story which 
parallels his own biography too 
closely. Threats of legal action fol- 
lowed a special preview of a rough 
cut of the film in an RKO projection 


room, attended by Miss Parsons, | 


Oscar Lawler, Hearst corporation 
official, and A. Laurence Mitchell, 
Hearst’s counsel in Los Angeles. 
Since then, emissaries of the 
Hearst newspaper system have been 
checking up with 
Hearst press associations, dailies and 
magazines to substantiate the claim 


writers for non- | 


that studio publicity has linked ‘Citi- | 


zen Kane’ and the Lord of San 
Simeon as the same. The Welles 
story begins with a young man who 
buys a newspaper with mining stocks 
received from his mother, and goes 
on with a political career in which 
the leading figure is defeated for the 
governorship of a great state, which 
impels him to start a newspaper cam- 
the election was 
fraudulent. It winds up with the 
publisher dying in old age and lone- 
liness. 
Death 


Hearst's 


) 
paign claiming 


never uttered in 
presence. On his San 
Simeon and Wyntson estates it be- 
longs a foreign language. The 
death of ‘Citizen Kane’ is understood 
to be one of the cogent reasons fo! 
the publisher’s attitude against the 
picture. 

To date, RKO has shown no ten- 
dency to scrap the film. The studio 
has about $800,000 tied up in its prep- 
aration and production, 
Welles played a quadruple role as 
producer, director, writer and actor 


is a word 


to 


Joseph Nolan, v.p. in charge of 
studio operations, declared _per- 
sonally, but not for the higher-ups, 


that he could see no reason for toss- 


ing the investment into the ashcan 
The picture, he asserted, will be re- 
eased for a world preem in New 
York, Feb. 14, possibly at the Music 
Hall. 


RKO studio publicity department 
said it had no part in the prelimi- 
nary campaign on ‘Kane,’ but that 
Herb Drake, personal drumbeater 
for Welles, was given free hand to 
hop up interest in the picture. RKO- 
ites claim the preview for mag and 
news writers, from which seeped out 
the nature of the film, was arranged 
by Drake without tipping off studio 
flacks. They say he never took the 

s department into his confidence 
what he intended to do. 





‘losed 
N. Y. Reaction 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prez., de- 
clared in New York that the com- 
any has given ‘no serious considera- 
on’ to withholding ‘Kane’ from re- 
} + 


ease e of the Hearst action. 
It ay te, also, that RKO 
lid SseeK re.ril ition by nulling it 


Pulling 


in which | 


which was suddenly 
cancelled. 

With two of the four local dailies 
Hearst sheets, dropping of all ref- 
erence to RKO product is tough on 
the Gate, playing RKO exclusively, 
although it will still get mention of 
its stage shows. 











Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 








Delores LaMont 

Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 

(Gold Cup Room) 


Tony Patti 
Wonder Bar 
Sammy Dibert Ore 

Pauline Balew 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village Quinteros 


Bernice & Parks Lester Chafetz 
Bob Copfer |} Hotel Hollenden 
Carl Mueller I Sylyi . 

s : via Froos 
Otto Thurn Ore | hal adh ce 


Freddie's Cafe bpp ge > JoAnn 
] Oe 4 € 4 
Art Lackey Ore | Sorell se 
= os, | Sammy Watkins Or 
Hal Simpson Hotel Statler 
Gourmet Club a - Morand Ore 
. i da 
> ge peconin Ore Antonio & Elena 
! scockKman Catalina Rolon 
Hotel Allerton Jack & Eddie's 
Karen Torey Rubertino, Roberts 
Louis Cina Rabe Sherman 
Jac Miko Arlene Rice Ore 


Hotel Carter 
Versatilians 
sob Opitz 


La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay's Bar 


. Judy Preston 
Hotel Cleveland =| peg)) DeLuceca 
Paul Pendarvis Ore Regal Club 
Margaret English Ducky Malvin Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall Thirty-Seven Club 
Gene Erwin Ore Pat Dennis ; 
(Cunningham Sis 
Hotel Sterling | Jean Deiters 
Jimmy Van Osdell 13 Debs 
Anchorage Hotel Roosevelt 
Hugh Morton Ore Hareld Aloma 
Maynard Deane Royal Hawaiians 
Arlington Lodge Hotel Schenley 
Rav lI arrell Orc Billy Hinds Ore 
Sally Lang Patty Dixon 
mesial > Club Buzz Mayer 
uchelors u 2 
Sit: ; Hotel Wm. Penn 
Al Turner Ore (Chatterbox) 
Frances McCoy 
I e O 
Balconades , “4 
rs i 
Joe ‘ lella Ore 1} Ma 
| 
Bill Green's rete roster 
hi 
# ton Bailey Ore P 
Te lanis (Continental Bar) 


Don Wilson I ! Andrir 4 


Bob Hammitt Merry-Go-Round 
Ken KBover ar Bs ee Ore 
Boogie-Woogle Club pat: le 
Boog Sherman bean ajyre 
Izzy Nutz New Penn 
Budd Wa sh Tune Gardner Ore 
Nuts Fagan ; | &@ B King 
Harry | ples ot “ Don & Dolores 
Pack M’ Farlanc Serb Harrington 
Tir Miller P 3 
Bernie Crawford Nixon Cafe 

Club Petite Al Marisco Ore 

" Bob Carter 

Freddy Cast!e Ore Woods & Bray 
Mary I : eK Ke Lane 
moves ee Al DeLage Co 
Ginger Aller Re tates 
Cork and Bottle 


Nut House 
Jack Ds s a 


, i . e Harkness 
Eddie Peyton's Ra Sane e 
B ( pbe Ure Blake 
are e i « loe Re is 
Mabe Ha Ctr n 
Marion er 
K » } Ouals 
E!l Chico , 
K 
D N io ¢ c 
, de es Orchard 
Ge ; 1 Gamble Ore 
) e | c ri x 
Hotel Fort Pitt Chuck Miller 
Ken } ‘ Ore Pines 
j i ell k } ! Ore 
Jes Wheatley rony Rozance 
Harry Walton Ray Englert 
Hotel Henry Riviera 
(Silver Grill) Meriy & amm Or 
Billy Treacher Orc Freda Lazear 
: ave Yacht Club 
t Pa ‘ 
. a Tack Walton Or 
i] & I 
(Gay 90's) a 
Dorot Nesbitt pap nde 
at = 
Hotel 7th Avenue » TOCNE te 
Ress Saunders Sky-Vue 
Ida , Te Al; tir Ore 
Everett Haydn Laura Gregg 
He oe a 0¢ 1 Carts 
Shirle feller tnion Grill 
A ‘ r ° 
D Art Yagello 
= . "yeep Voenl 
Evergreen Gardens I _ vatale 
I ‘ san iretto 
Ried ¢ rke Ore z 
Ebbie “1st Villa Madrid 
Paula Harvey Etzi Ce o Ore 
Lane 


Hotel Ella 


Cy; ‘ I 


, ‘Beggars’ Revue.’ 





WHAT THEY THIN 


Gold in Them Thar B’way Hills? 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Recently Mr. William A. Brady, 
the venerable producer, wrote an 
article in which he warned the 
youngsters to stay home and not at- 
tempt ‘the Broadway hurdle.’ 
‘There is on Broadway 
said he. We 
don’t think so, and if you will grant 
us a little space in which to answer 
him we will be most grateful. 


no place 


We are The Forty-Niners, a newly- 
formed cooperative group consisting 
of the younger people in the the- 
atre—writers, composers, actors— 
who are firmly convinced and de- 


termined to prove that youth can | 


make the grade on Broadway. Yes, 
we are familiar with the vicissitudes 
of the younger talent in show busi- 
ness, but are ready to show that big 
Broadway bogey-man, Mr. Producer, 
that he is wrong when he insists the 
public wants names. (There are a 
few we'd like to call him.) 

Sooo, we have banded together to 
put on a show of our own. We are 
prepared to beg, borrow. and—(we 
almost said steal)—borrow and beg 
until we have sufficient to raise the 


curtain on our little, unpretentious 
(but amusing, we hope) show— 


In an out-of-the- 
district theatre, where unions have 
an understanding heart and non- 
commercial enterprises are tacitly 
exempt from the necessary union 
conditions and labor, we intend to 
discover ourselves, with two pianos 
furnishing the accompaniment. 

Our requirements are small, and 
we already have the promised aid 
of costumer and scenic studio. Some 
of Times Square’s better heads have 
volunteered to assist in various ways. 
Perhaps Mr. Shubert will let us go 
rummaging through his storehouse. 


| And maybe Mr. Brady will allow us 


the use of his Playhouse for further 


| auditions and rehearsals. 


i; which you requested of 


While we are optimistic, we are 
also aware of the fact that no mat- 
ter how sincere and_ enthusiastic 
our effért is, our show will be a dis- 
mal flop if our material and talents 
aren’t topnotch. We feel (and have 
been told) that we possess these es- 
sentials, and the 49’ers are resolved 
to find that gold in them thar hills 
of Broadway. 

The Forty-Niners, 
By Ruth Grueth, 
Sec’y. 
The Wrong By-Line 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The Television 
the 
Dia System 
35th Anniversary number of 


article on Color 
Colum- 
for the 
VARIETY 


Broadcasting 


was, through some oversight at CBS, 
credited to Adrian Murphy, CBS ex 
ecutive director of telev! ! 
Just for the sake of the record, he 
Wa if yt t} ec a itnor | f it It W | 
prepared, and should have bee 
igned, by me. 
Congratulations, incidentally, on a 
very good issue 
Victor M. Ratner, 
Director of Sales Promotion, 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 


S 


Lilacs for Lait 


Washington. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Orchids, or something, to Jack 


Lait for his tribute to the Chicago 


that was, under the caption, ‘Nuts to 
Nostalgia,’ in Variety for Jan. 8. 
Surely others must have been re 
minded of Goldsmit} tribute to 
Sweet Auburn, loveliest village of 
the plain,’ in ‘The Deserted Village.’ 
Lait’s lJament was less poetical, per- 
aps, but none the le appealing. 
Edward Ferris. 
First Jazz in England 


xT <— 


NEW Y ork. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Recently your paper mentioned 
‘Jazz’ as being introduced _ into 
England by a Mr. Emlyn Thomas— 


today the Times attributes this feat 
to another gentemen:—but the dis- 
tinction really belongs to a 100% 


American Producer—John Lester, 





<27} L hic 2- .° , le 

who took his Band over to England 
. no txmale ae S090 tI Smite ncdiynarl 
as far back as 1914 me€@ introa ea 


Jazz—billed as JAZZ, into his ‘Ten 
Cowboy Syncopators’ Stage Band. 


The first time the Billing went up 
+ 


at Leeds Empire—the manager 
brought the bill back to John Lester 
to ask if there was a mistake, as he 
had never heard such a word. Les- 
ter’s band became for many. years 
the. most popular musical act over! 
re ) none. pl y ever r é 
Lor ym a € ce 


famous Emlyn Thomas was Les- 
ter’s M. C. for the house-band for 
;many years, acting as cho’r master 
for his Southern Syncopaters and 
Georgia Jubilee Singers Acts, and all 
his revues, 
Kittie Aaen 
Ex-Stage Director 
For Lester Productions, 
Stoll, Moss and Black Theatres, 


NOVA WHIPS COMISKEY; 
SCRIBES’ ANNUAL FEED 


By JACK PULASKI 


Some sportswriters had the notion 
that the result of the fight between 
Lou Nova, of California, and Patrick 
Edward Comiskey, of Jersey, at 
Madison Square Garden Friday (10) 
would indicate the ultimate new 
heavyweight champion. The Coast 
boy copped easily, all but knocking 
out the young Jersey Giant in the 
10th round, and the experts elevated 
Nova again to the ranks of leading 
contenders. That he is ripe to go 
against Joe Louis, however, is ques- 
tionable. 








The brace of 200-pounders drew a 


surprisingly good house, with the 
gallery filled with Comiskey fans 


from over the river. At the last 
;minute that scrapper was made fa- 
vorite by the bookies, probably be- 
cause of his string of kayo wins— 
| before he was stopped in the first 
round by Max Baer last summer. 
They forgot that Nova battered the 
same Baer prior to being butchered 
| himself by Tony Galento. To make 
it all the more puzzling, Baer made 
rTony quit a few manths ago and 
Galento disappeared from the sports 
pages thereafter. 

Nova was hospitalized for a long 
| period thereafter because of an in- 
fection and the ‘boys’ didn’t figure 
he could stand off the 20-year-old 
Comiskey. He may not have fully 
regained his former condition, but 
certainly looked like a gladiator in 
the Garden ring, his body bronzed 
| from training in the open. Nova ex- 
hibited a rapier fast left jab and a 


body punch hefty enough to drop 
Comiskey to one knee in the first 
round. 

| The Jerseyite never did show 


much as a boxer, but against Nova 
he was more crude than ever and 
made almost every mistake that a 
fighter can make. He tried to land 
with roundhouse rights and only 
| luck saved him from an early knock- 
out. As an in-fighter Comiskey 
| knows nothing and, unless a miracle 


happens, Jersey can kiss 
¢ 


its chances 


for a champ goodbye. 

In the later rounds, Comiskey 
hugged Nova around the neck with 
h left flinger, while the Coast en- 
trant lambasted to the short ribs so 
many times that he grew tired of 
hitting the big lug. Finally, under 

yunishment, Comiskey dropped 
to one knee in the fin: and 
just managed to get up before being 
counted out. He hugged until the 
bell rang. 

Fight Writers’ Dinner 

The ribes who cover fights and 
other events tossed their annual 
eefsteak in the taproom of Rup- 
pert’s brewery Thursday (9) night, 
decision being that it was just as 
pleasant an evening as last year’s, 
Dinner was the occasion of the 
yearly award of the Edward J. Neil 


placque to the boxer who ha 


done 
the most for the sport, Henry Arm- 
trong being the recipient. Neil is 
the Associated Press correspondent 
killed during the Spanish war He 
formerly covered tide fi 
Armstrong was formerly a three- 
ampion. He dropped the 
welterweight title to Fritzie Zivie 
not long ago and the pair will fight 
t out again for the « t the 
Garde Frid (ii) I r (Coast 
olored wonder made a erly ac- 
ceptance speech, but former mayor 
Jimmy Walker stole the He 
made two witty speeches, first when 


called upon by the chair and 
when presented a desk cet, 








Gift was in recogniti of the pres- 
ent Walker law, intro ed the 
Assembly when Walke ’ i em- 
be He is now arbiter the Gar- 
nent Center and referred to the job 
’ referee for a button hole.’ John 
Kiera the ‘Informat Please’ 

t imnist of the Ti: was 
t ter, stepping in when Sid 
Mercer was leveled with the grippe. 
Harry Hershfield was a hit yeaker 
as usual. Affair was principally 
handled by James P. Dawson, of the 
Time Nat Fleisher, publisher, and 
Mury Lewin, boxing spec t for 
t I cr. a i pre @ aS- 
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Largest Radio Coverage in the Kansas City Area 


The outer black line is the one-half millivolt signal point for WDAF’s full-time operation on 5,000 watts. 


This 


WDAF primary area, largest radio coverage in the Kansas City area, was measured by engineers of Bell Laborato- 


ries. 


OWNED AND 


\ed 


Outlet N. B. C. Basic Red Network ° 


917,113 Radio Homes in WDAF’s Half-Millivolt Area. 
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Represented by Edwai d Petry & Co. 
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